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PREFACE, 

V  H  ^  I S  now  full  ten  years,  fince 
I  the  infinitely  wife  and  good 
-1.  God,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
,over-ruling  providence,  was  pleafed  to 
yifit  me  with  afHidions  which  pro- 
duced fuch  melancholy  thoughts  in 
me,that  if  they  had  continued  might 
have  proved  fatal  to  my  health.  But 
becaufe  things  pad  cannot  be  amended 
by  forrowor  complaint,  I  accounted  it  a 
part  of  wifdom  tq  compofe  the  difr 
order  of  my  mind,  by  applying  my 
thoughts  to  things  more  agreeable. 
And  whereas  from  my  tender  years 
I  had  been  delicrhted  wnth  nothinof 
more  than  the  fludy  of  hiftory,  phi- 
lofophy  and  political  government,  I 
foon  concluded  that  one  of  tliefe 
would  be  very  much  conducing  to 
my  prefer|t   purpofe   and  recreation, 

'  A  ^  An.4 
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And  whilft  I  was  deliberating 
w  th  my  fel  f  about  the  choice, 
I  was  deGred  by  foine  good  friends 
to  fet  down  in  writing  fuch  poli-^ 
tical  thoughts  as  I  had  at  federal 
times  communicated  to  them.  Partly 
therefore  for  my  own  lake,  and  partly 
for  the  fatisfadion  of  thofe  to  whom; 
I  owed  the  greatefl:  deference,  I  ua-^ 
dertook,  among  other  things,  to  cpn- 
lider  the  fundamental  maxims  of  the^ 
republic  of  Holland  and  IP^efi-Frief" 
l^^d.  ^^ 

Thefe    thoughts     drawn     up     m 
hafte,  and   without  the    leaft   orna-»^ 
ment    of    language,   I   caufed  to  be-J- 
tranfcribed  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  friends 
who  had  prevailed  with  me  to  write 
them,  and  of  fome  others,    who  hav- 
ing  a  part  in   the  government  of  our^ 
riative  country,   ffand  obliged  to  pro-* 
mote  the  publiek  welflire,  and  confe-j 
qiiently  to  enquire  into  the  means  con- 
ducing]; to  that  end.     And  I  doubted 
not   that  if   any  thing    let  down    in; 
thofe  papers  ihould  be   efleemed    fer- 
vice^ble  to  my  country,   they  would' 

upon 
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upon    occafion    offer 'd,'  maké  ufe  of 
it  to  advance  the  publiek  intereft. '^^  ^^'^ 
^ ,  But  contrary  to  my  expedation,  a  éo^f 
of  this  rough  and  imperfedl  draught, 
fell  into  the  hands  o^'thofe,  who  with- 
out my  knowledge  gave  it  to  a  printet^^V 
in  order  to  be  publiiTied  to  the  world i^^ 
And  this  I    found  to   be   done  by 
jperfons  of  an  eminent  charaéler,  who 
not  only  condefcended  to  perufe  my 
papers,   but   alfo  to    ftrike   out  fome 
things  and  to  add  divers  others,  in  par- 
cular  the  29th  and  30th   chapters  of 
that  edition,    treating   of  the  reafoits 
^hy   the    liberty  e?t joyed  in  Holland 
fihce     the   death    of  the   prince     of 
Orange  /^^//i  produced  no  more  good ; 
iir^d   what  publiek    advantages  have 
already  rif  en  from  the  free  govern- 
ment.    And  indeed  the  ftile  of  thefe 
additions,    as    well   a^,    the    fubjedl, 
plainly  difcovers,  that  whatever    had 
been    altered,  added   or   diminifLed, 
ly'as  done  by  perfons  of  fo  great  and 
profound  knowledge  of  all  affairs  re- 
lating to  the  united  Netherlands  and 
government   of    Holland^    that  they 
■  A'  ^  ïeétn 
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fecm  to  have  tranfaded  all  thofe 
things  thcmfelves,  or  at  leafl:  to  have 
been  the  principal  perfons  concern' d 
in  them. 

But  when  the  printer,   in  hopes  of 
more  profit,    had   furreptitioufly  re- 
printed  this   imperfed  work,    which 
was   never  defigned    for   the  prefs,   I 
refolved     carefully    to   review   it,  to 
make  divers  additions,  and  to  reduce 
the  whole  into   a  better  order  ;  and 
having  kept  it  by  me  about  nine  years 
(the  full  time  prefcribed  by  one  of  the 
moft  judicious  among  the  *  antients) 
to  print  and  publith  it  to  the  world,  i 
And  becaufe  the  additions  above^^ 
mentioned  have  been  highly  efteemed 
by  many,  and    are  accounted  by  me 
to  be  of  great  moment,    I  fhall  incor- 
porate  them     without    alteration    in 
this  imprefllon,  which  I   own  exclu- 
sive of  all  other,  and  infert  them  in 
the  fifth  and   fixth   chapters  of  the 
third  part.    ..I  fhall  likewife  omit  all 
fuch  matters  as  were  expunged,  out 
of  the  fingular  deference  I  owe  to  the 

judgment 
*  Nonumque  prematuf  in  annum.  Hor. 
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judgment  of  thofe  who  did    me  th^if- 
favour.  ;  liU 

To  the  truth  of  this  I  think  my' 
feli  obUged  to  add,  that  I  was  never 
difobliged  by  any  m.onarch,  prince, 
or  great  lord,  much  lefs  by  any  of  th^ 
family  of  Orange :  neither  have  I 
ever  received  any  particular  favour 
from  the  governours  of  any  free  ftate, 
or  delire  any.  So  that  it  would  be  an 
apparent  deviation  from  truth  to  af- 
firm, that  this  work  was  undertaken 
with  a  defign  either  to  flatter  the  gover- 
nours of  this  great  and  powerful  com- 
monwealth, or  to  dilhonour  the  me- 
mory of  the  princes  of  Orangey  who 
were  formerly  captains  general  and 
ftadtholders  of  thefe  provinces.  As  if 
my  intention  had  been  only  to  (hew 
that  the  monarchical  adminiftration 
of  thofe  princes  was  more  prejudicial 
tto  Holland^  than  that  of  any  other 
could  have  been. 
iiifi  On  the  contrary,  the  fervice  of 
tm\y  country,  which  1  value  above  all 
inhuman  concernments,  was  the  only 
thing  I  had  in  view  when  I  wrote 
A  4.  thefe 
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thefe  papers.,  I  am  no  flavifli  couf* 
tier»  who  can  bc  unconcerned  for  the 
welfare  of  his  country,  and  learns 
to  fpeak  or  be  fllent,  as  beft  pleafes 
his  mafter.  I  am  a  true  Holla?2cler 
who  always  calls  ^fpade  ^fpade^  and 
hates  all  indireö  paths.  That  I  might 
therefore  be  in  fome  meafure  fervice- 
able  to  my  country  and  friends,  and 
like  a  good  citizen  inftrud:  fuch  as 
perhaps  have  lefs  experience,  1  have 
endeavoured  to  inquire  into  the  true 
intereft  and  maxims  of  our  republiek, 
and  to  ioUow  the  thread  of  truth  to 
the  utmoft  of  my  poMxr.  u 

And  lince  all  men  know  that  the 
prefer vation     and     profperity    of    a 
country   depends   upon    fuch    a    go-! 
vernment    as    is   confiftent  witli   it- 
felf  ;    and   reafon    informs  us,    that 
the  welfare  of  Holland    is    founded 
upon  manufadures,     fifhery,     trade 
and  navigation,   I  think  myfelf  oblHf 
ged   particularly  ■  to    coniidcr     thofe  : 
means  of  fubfiftance  and  pillars    oh 
the :  ftate,    with    Tome     obfervations ; 
'  upon  the  late  government  of  a  ftadt- 
-:,H  .  .  .-la.siifttR^b -holder 
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holder  and  captain  genfèfd,  'wriiëh 
'  fome  ignorant  and  miftaken  Holldfh- 
ders  ftill  defire. 

This  did  at  fir  ft  bring  me  under 
fome  uncafinefs,  becaufe  thefe  united 
Netherlands^  and  particularly  the 
province  of  Holland  and  Wefl-Frief- 
landy  having  had  no  other  ftadthol- 
ders  and  captains  general,  except  the 
princes  of  Ora?ige  and  Naffau^  I 
doubted  not  that  many  ignorant  and 
difaffeded  perfons,  more  inclined  to 
the  increafe  of  a  prince's  power,  than 
to  the  freedom  and  profperity  of  their 
country  and  them  fel  ves,  would  not 
fail  to  fay,  that  I  had  written  this 
treatife  with  no  other  defign  than  to 
traduce  and  calumniate  thofc  illuftri- 
ous  houfes.  But  when  I  confidered, 
that  no  difficulties  ought  to  difcourage 
a  man  from  performing  his  dutyj' 
and  that  ill  men,  as  well  as  ill  things/^' 
were  to  be  *  reilfted,  I  refolved  to^^^ 
go  on,  without  any  regard  to  thofë- 
who  had  always  oppofed  the  liberty 
of  this  country,  and  to  write  for  the 
-::DJiJt  li  lo  3031011  j^vi^^  ^^^^-commou 

^-Tuiic cede  n^ajis,  (cd  contra audientior iio.Virg. 
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common  good,  tho*  great  names  fhould 
happen  to  be  concerned.  l; 

■L  At  leaft  I  mayjuftly  fay,  that  in 
all  that  I  have  written  either  for  my 
felf,  or  my  friends  of  the  magiftracy 
and  others,  touching  thefe  weighty 
matters,  I  have  always  avoided  and 
abhorred  the  flatteries  of  fome  writers, 
U^hich  I  think  not  only  deftrudive  to 
nations,  but  to  reafon  itfelf;  and 
could  never  offer  violence  to  my  judg- 
ment, or  flaviflily  lay  afi.de  my  pen. 
For  a  good  man  ought  in  due  time 
and  place  to  fpeak  the  truth  in  the 
caufe  of  his  country,  tho'  with  the 
hazard  of  his  life. 

I  conceive  the  publication  of  thefe 
papers  cannot  be  blamed,  unlefs  by 
thofe,  who  maintain  the  monarchical 
power  of  the  princes  of  Orange  to 
have  been  fo  great  in  Hollaiid  and 
Wejl-Friejland^  that  the  fhadow  of 
it  ftill  remaining  among  us,  ought  to 
be  fufficient  to  deter  all  men  from 
writing  any  thing  againft  the  intereft 
of  that  power,  or  to  the  difad vantage 
■  of ,  any  perfons  of  that  family,  tho' 

in 
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111   other  refpeds  highly  tending  ta 
the  pubUck  fervice.  i 

But  if  this  were  our  cafe,  we  might 
confefs,  that  no  country  ever  fell  into 
greater  flavery  than  HoUa?td  lay  un- 
der during  the  fervice  and  government 
of  thofe  princes.  Which  I  conceive 
our  greatefl  admirers  of  monarchical 
government  will  not  allow,  becaufe 
they  ufed  to  extol  the  faid  princes  for 
aififting  the  ftates  to  refift  the  king 
of  Spai?!^  in  order  to  deliver  this  coun- 
try from  oppreilion,  and  not  to  exalt 
themfelves  into  his  place;  comparing 
them  to  Virgifjius  RufuSy  who  ha-- 
ving  fuppreffed  the  tyranny  of /^/Wja.", 
delired  only  the  following  words  tob 
engraven  on  his  monument ; 


Ui-  j.i 


Here  lies  Virg.  Rufus,  who  expeWd 
the  tyrant^  ?20t  for  himfelf^  but 
for  his  country* 

Prince  William  and  his  fon  might 
in  like  manner  have  commanded  their 
heirs  to  caufe  this  their  immortal  at- 

chievement 
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chieVément  to  be  engraven  on  their 
tomb. 


h' 


.  '■■  0 

Here  lies  .^^i  •.  i  who  djftjled  to  dé-^ 

fend  his  country  agai7ijl  our  earl^ 

,^r...,^  Philip  II.  king  0/ Spain,    in  or-^ 

}  é\,der  to  deliver  usfromfervitudëy 

|.       and  not  to  be  our  inujler  \ 

ii  the  ftates  general  had  not  ordered 
more  words  to  be  added,  tho'  to  thé 
fame  effed,  which  may  be  feen  upon 
a  marble  monument  ereded  at  Delft 
1620.  ,. 

But  becaufe  I  truft  my  country  will 
not  fuffer  her  fel  f  to  be  brought  under 
the  like  intolerable  fervitude,   at  leaft 
not  in  this  age,   I  have  prefumed  to 
fpeak  of  the  true  intereft  and  maxims 
oi  Holland  as  far  as  I  thought  nec^f- 
fary.     And   this  after  the  confidera- 4 
tion  and  mature  deliberation  of  diver?^' 
years,   Ih  ave  delivered  to  be  printed, 
not  without  the  knowledge  and  al- 
lowance of  my  natural  fuperiors,   the  J 
ftates  of  Holland  ^nd ^Tl^eflFrieJlart^ 


fh^   P  RE  F  AC  Ê.  ^lïi 

"ï  have  always  been,  and  ftill  con- 
ti'Rie  to  be  a  lover  of  the  princes  of 
OrangCy  both  as  they  were  men,  and 
as  far  as  their  aftions  rnight  tend  to 
the  advantage  of  Holland  and  the  reft 
of  the  United  Provinces.  I  wiUingly 
acknowledge  that  prince  William  the 
fir  ft,  with  his  fons  Maurice  and 
Henry ^  have  generally  been  efteemed 
in  thefe  countries  as  men  endued  with^ 
noble  and  princely  virtues,  and  ble-' 
mifhe4  with  few  monarchical  vices. 

For  hiftory  informs  us  that  prince  La  Pife. 
William  I.  in  the   nth  year  of  hisgHo^'^^*, 
age,  by  the  laft  will  of  Rene  de  Chaa-  _^^".j 
lons^  became  heir  to  all  his  vaft  pof- 
fefiions :   that  at  twelve  he  was  placed 
by  his  father  in  the  fervice  of  the  eni-t. 
peror  Charles  V.  as  his  page,  in  order 
to   fecure   that    great  inheritance  to;' 
himfelf,  by   complying  in  the  point 
of  religion,  and  getting  the  favour  of 
the  emperor.     By  this  means  he  be-' 
came  fo  acceptable  to  Charl&s^  that',' 
he  found  no  difficulty  to  take  poffef-': 
fion   of  thofe  great  revenues  in  due 
tifiie.     We  are  aifo  told  that  he  car- 
ried 
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ried  himfelf  with  much  prudence  and 
evennefs  of  temper  as  well  in  adverfity 
as  profperity  ;  that  he  had  a  good 
underftanding,  a  tenacious  memory, 
and  a  magnanim.ous  fpirit  ;  was  not 
at  all  infolentj  but  rather  modef!:,  af- 
fable, and  of  eafy  accefs,  by  which 
he  gained  the  good- will  of  all  forts  of 
men.  In  fhort,  we  are  inform'd  that 
he  was  a  perfon  of  few  words,  and 
knew  very  well  how  to  conceal  both 
his  thoughts  and  his  paffions,  tho'  he 
defigned  to  purfue  them  with  the 
utmoft  conflancy.  He  is  faid  tq 
bave  been  neither  cruel  nor  covetous ; 
not  wafting  his  time  in  gaming  or 
hunting,  JDut  on  the  contrary,  free 
from  moft  of  thofe  vices  that  reign  in 
the  courts  of  princes. 

Concerning  prince  Maurice  the 
hiftorians  of  that  time  fay,  that  his 
elder  brother  Philip  then  Hving,  and 
by  virtue  of  the  will  of  Rene  dc  Chaa- 
lons^  as  well  as  in  the  right  of  his 
mother,  and  that  of  primogeniture, 
claiming  the  inheritance  of  his  father, 
as  neceffarily  devolved  to  him,  he  fa 
^  .-tr  acc^uainted 
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acquainted  himfelf  during  the  troubles 
of  the  Netherla?tdsy  with  all  manly 
and  princely  exercifes,  that  he  became 
a  perfon  of  great  ability.     And  tho** 
at  the  death  of  his  father  he  exceeded 
not  the  age  of  1 7  years,  had  no  fums 
of  money  in  ftock,  faw  his  father's 
jeftate  encumbred  with  many  and  great 
debts,  and  his  own  affairs  as  well  as 
thofe  of  thefe  countries  in  a  very  low 
condition  ;     yet   being    naturally   of 
great  penetration  and  fagacity,  pru-^"^ 
dent,  frugal  and  laborious,  he  over-' 
came  all  thofe  difficulties,   and  was* 
not  blemifhed  with  many  court  vices ; 
.  not  delighting  in   mufick,    dancing, 
hunting,   gluttony  or  drinking. 

As  to  prince  He?try^  his  eld'^r  bro- 
thers Philip  and  Maurice  were  heirs 
to  the  paternal  eftate  and  lordfhips 
which  his  father  left,  and  the  latter 
poffeffed  all  the  great  offices  of  prince 
fVilliam  in  this  country  (except  the 
ftadtholderfhip  oï  FrieJla7iJ  ?inA  Gro- 
mnge?t^    which    fell   to   his    nephew 
lVillia7n  Lodowick)  fo  that  there  was 
Httle  appearance    during   his   youth, 

that 
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that  he  iliould  ever  have  been  advan-r 
ced  tp  thofe  honours  he  attained  to, 
and  therefore  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  courtiers  had  httle  rea-? 
fpn  to  corrupt  him  in  his  education. 

This  prince  was  forty  years  of  age 
before  he  was  advanced  from  the 
command  of  colonel  of  the  horfe,  to 
take  pofleffion  of  the  great  offices,  or 
rather  monarchical  power  that  ha4' 
been  introduced  by  ways  of  violence 
into  the  government  of  Guelderla?7(l^ 
Ho  Handy  Utrecht  ^  and  Overyfel-y  and 
might  have  learned  by  the  confpiracy 
which  had  been  formed  againft  his 
brother  upon  thofe  alterations,  that 
the  fovereign  power  of  thefe  provinces 
might  be  fooncr  and  more  certainly 
obtained  by  real  or  at  lead  feeming 
virtues,  than  by  opening  force  and 
avowed  vices  ;  becaufe  the  legal  ma-j 
giftrates  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
countries  had  not  yet  been  accufl:om- 
ed  to  commend  all  the  vices  and  ble- 
mifhcs  of  princes  for  virtues.  'Tis 
therefore  faid  in  praife  of  prince 
Henry y  that  he  was  affable  and  cpur- 

teousj 
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teous,  of  a  good  underftanding;  and 
great  application  to  bufinefs  ;  and 
ufed  not  to  mifpend  his  time  in  the 
pleafures  and  luxury  fo  common  in 
courts.  And  thefe  three  princes  ha- 
ving had  a  better  education,  and  a 
more  free  and  ufeful  converfatioti 
with  men  than  other  monarchs  and 
princes  ufually  have,  they  became 
more  commendable  and  beteer  mo- 
narchs and  princes,  than  they  would 
other  wife  have  been. 
.  And  if,  notwithftanding  all  this, 
any  one  will  go  about  to  afperfe  the 
lives,  fervices  and  government  of  thefe 
deferving  monarchs,  as  if  they  were  Hoofd. 
common  ;  and  maintain  that  prince  ^^^l^^^ 
William  I.  was  much  addicted  to 
drinking  after  the  German  manner  ; 
if  they  fhould  accufe  him  of  inconti- 
nency  and  riot  in  keeping  fuch  a  court 
as  very  much  impaired  his  eftate,  in 
order  to  procure  creatures  to  favour 
his  ambitious  defigns  ;  whilft  prefTed 
by  ambition  on  one  fide,  and  want 
on  the  other,  he  ufed  all  kind  of  arts 
to  make  himfelf  lord  of  thefe  pro- 

b  vinces. 
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vinces,  in  prejudice  to  the  king  of 
Sfam^  whofe  right  he  who  was  his 
ftadth older  ftood  obHged  to  main- 
tain, or  elfe  to  lay  down  his  commif- 
fion,  fomenting  our  inteftine  difor- 
ders,  that  he  might  render  himfelf 
fovereign  of  all  the  Netherlands^  and 
more  efpecially  of  thofe  parts  which 
were  under  his  own  government. 

And  tho'  this  might  be  excufed  by 
faying,  that  *  illujlrious  ambitio?ty 
accompanied  with  poverty^  may  vio- 
late laws  and  equity  :  yet  his  three 
Xons  Philips  Maurice^  and  Henry^ 
can  hardly  be  juftified,  who  mutu- 
ally engaged  in  the  year  1609  to  take 
poffefiion  of  their  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal eilates,  and  to  divide  them 
equally,  with  the  exclufion  of  all 
their  lifters  and  creditors,  who  had 
any  juft  pretences  upon  their  father's 
eftate. 

Neither  can  thefe  hardfliips  be  ex- 
cufed or  removed,  by  alledging  that 
at  the  inPtance  of  thefe  princes,  the 

ftates 

*  Si  violandum  eft  jus,  regnandi  caufa  violan- 
"  diim  eft.     Eurip, 
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ftates  of  the  United  Provinces  were 
moved  to  allow  their  fiflers  an  annual 
penfion,  and  the  creditors  of  the  fa- 
ther recommended  to  the  fame  ftates 
for  payment.  For  we  cannot  from 
hence  infer  any  great  virtues  of  thefe 
princes,  but  only  the  goodnefs,  gene- 
rofity,  and  bounty  of  the  ftates  gene- 
ral, and  efpecially  of  the  ftates  of 
Holland  and  Wefi-Friefland, 

But  to  return,  if  it  be  faid  that 
prince  Maurice  was  not  only  fcanda- 
loufty  incontinent,  but  withal  fo  am- 
bitious, that  forgetting  what  he  ow'd 
to  the  province  of  Holland^  and  to 
the  beft  patriots  in  the  Leicejlrian 
times,  who  next  under  God  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  his  fafety  and  future 
greatnefs,  he  took  away  his  life  in  a 
a  moft  unwarrantable  manner,  and 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  that  pro- 
vince. 

Lajily^  If  any  man  fhould  accufe 
prince  He?iry  of  ftiameful  lewdnefs, 
and  affirm  that  when  he  had  inheri- 
ted the  vaft  pofleffions  of  his  two 
brothers,  and    been  advanced  to  all 

b  2  thofe 


XX  Tie  P  R  E  F  A  C  E, 

thofe  great  and  profitable  offices  which 
prince  Maurice  had  enjoyed,  he  be- 
came riotoufly  profufe  and  extrava- 
gant in  his  expences :  that  he  mani^ 
fefted  his  infatiable  ambition  on  ma- 
ny occafions,  by  a  (Turning  much 
more  power  than  ever  had  been  con- 
ferred on  him,  intruding  himfelf  into 
Aitzma.  the  ftadtholderfhip  of  Groningen  in 
the  year  1 640,  and  wrefting  the  fur- 
vivorfhip  of  that  of  Friejland  from 
his  own  nephew  count  William  ; 
more  efpecially  by  taking  the  field 
for  fo  many  years  together  with  vaft 
armies,  at  a  prodigious  expence,  to 
make  his  own  name  famous  by  con- 
queft,  tho'  to  the  prejudice  and  op- 
preffion  of  Holla72d  ;  and  this  in  or- 
der to  make  himfelf  or  his  fon  fove- 
reign  of  thefe  provinces.  I  fay,  if 
fuch  things  Ihould  be  faid,  fome  men 
would  return  the  following  anfwer. 

Such  accufers  ought  to  know  that 
the  princes  of  Orange^  who  are  men 
and  not  angels,  fliould  not  be  blamed 
for  fuch  faults  as  are  common  to  all 
men,  or   at   leaft    to   thofe  of  great 

birth, 
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birth,  together  with  all  fuch  as  are 
advanced  to  the  greateft  dignities. 
Inferior  lords  ufually  and  without 
fcruple  take  poffeffion  of  their  pater- 
nal eftates  without  paying  any  debts  ; 
and  all  young  and  healthy  men  are 
violently  inclined  to  women.  Be- 
iides,  'tis  not  juft  to  require  modera- 
tion in  the  fons  of  princes  ;  and  in- 
deed two  of  thefe  having  either  ne- 
ver married  at  all,  or  not  'till  they 
arrived  to  a  confiderable  age,  could 
not  be  guilty  of  fo  great  a  crime  as  if 
they  had  been  engaged  in  marriage. 

As  to  the  profulion  and  excefs  of 
drinking  ufed  in  their  court,  to  the 
great  diminution  of  its  revenues,  'tis 
a  thing  fo  univerfally  praöifed,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Northern  parts,  that 
none  of  thefe  princes  ought  to  be 
fo  much  blamed  for  it,  as  prince 
Maurice  deferves  to  be  commended 
for  the  frugality  and  fobriety  of  his 
family. 

And  we  have  no  reafon  to  wonder 

■f ' 

at  the  ingratitude  of  the  faid  prince, 
but  on  the  contrary  ought  rather  to 

b  3  wonder 
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wonder  that  any  wife  man,  after  he 
has  obliged  princes  in  the  higheft 
manner,  fliould  exped  any  better  re- 
compence,  fince  reafon  and  experi- 
ence, with  all  the  hiftories  of  antient 
and  modern  times,  do  unanimoufly 
teach  us,  that  no  other  rewards  are  to 
be  expeded  from  kings  and  princes 
for  extraordinary  fervices.  For  prin- 
ces being  perfuaded  that  their  inferiors 
are  always  bound  to  do  them  much 
more  fervice  than  they  perform,  it 
would  be  a  rare  and  unexampled 
thing  to  find  one  who  fliould  think 
himfelf  obliged  to  any.  And  if  by 
chance  a  prince  of  fuch  underftand- 
ing  were  found,  he  would  hardly  like 
fuch  a  benefactor,  and  for  that  very 
reafon  fend  him  out  of  the  world 
upon  the  fir  ft  fair  opportunity. 

And  therefore  if  the  words  of 
Louife  princefs  of  Orange^  may  be 
taken  for  true,  *'  That  the  fervices 
and  good  offices  performed  by  the 
advocate  Barnefelt  to  the  houfe  of 
Orange  and  Najfau^  were  fo  great, 
that  he  had  aded  not  only  like  a 

''  friend 
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*'  friend  but  a  father,  and  that  the 
"  family  was  obliged  to  acknowledge 
all  they  had  received  from  thofe 
o{  Holland  to  have  been  procured 
by  his  means ;"  then,  according  to 
the  ufual  courfe  of  things  of  this  na- 
ture, neither  he  nor  the  province  of 
Holland  ought  to  have  expected  any 
other  reward  than  they  received. 

Lajlly^  concerning  the  ambition  of 
thefe  princes,  'tis  well  known  that  all 
men  ipread  the  fails  to  a  fair  wind. 
Ambition  in  princes  meets  always  with 
applaufe  ;  and  when  they  either  en- 
croach upon  a  free  people,  or  advance 
their  conquefts  by  fuccefsful  wars 
abroad,  they  are  exalted  to  the  hea- 
vens, ililed  always  augufl^  enlargers 
of  their  empire,  and  the  mod  glo- 
rious of  monarchs.  And  many  will 
be  ready  to  fay  that  the  princes  of 
Orange  deferye  as  much  praife  for  in- 
creaiing  their  authority  in  the  govern- 
ment of  thefe  countries,  as  induftrious 
merchants  for  their  ingenuity  in  aug- 
menting their  eftates  by  navigation 
and  trade.     For    the  whole  bufinefs 

b  4  and 
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and  employment  of  princes  confifts 
in  endeavouring  to  increafe  their 
power. 

If  any  man  fay,  that  as  fraudulent 
merchants  are  to  be  abhorred  with  all 
their  proj&ts  and  ill-gotten  goods,  fo 
deceitful  and  tyrannical  princes  ought 
not  to  be  commended  for  their  fuc- 
cefsful  frauds  and  violences  ;  'tis  an- 
fweredj  that  princes  are  not  ufually 
efteemed  for  their  truth,  juftice  and 
integrity,  like  other  men,  but  for 
their  power,  and  knowledge  how  to^ 
exert  both  force  and  fraud  upon  a 
happy  conjunöure. 

For  an  inftance  of  this,  Philip  the 
fecond  of  Spain^  by  fixing  his  refi- 
dence  in  that  kingdom,  and  calling 
home  4000  Spaniards^  who  were 
the  only  military  force  he  had  in  thefe 
provinces,  gave  a  fair  opportunity  to 
William  prince  of  Orange^  who  was 
then  in  the  vigor  of  his  years,  and 
about  30,  poffeffed  of  a  vaft  eftate,  Mrl 
and  by  the  king  made  ftadtholder  of 
Holland^  Zealand  and  Utrecht^  to 
engage  the  ftates,  together  with  the 


in- 
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inferior  magiftrates  and  other  inha- 
bitants in  his  party.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  faid  prince  had  great 
opportunities  to  make  himfelf  mafter 
of  thefe  countries,  becaufe  the  ftates 
themfelvesj  as  well  as  the  inferior  ma- 
giftrates and  commonalty,  had  been 
for  many  years  opprefs'd  under  their 
lords  of  the  houfes  of  Bm^gundy  and 
Aujlria  ;  none  had  experienced  the 
happinefs  enjoyed  under  a  free  ftate^ 
and  few  underftood  the  advantages  of 
a  j^epublic  above  the  government  of  a 
fingle  perfon.  So  that  he  had  great 
caufe  to  hope  he  might  not  only  with- 
draw himfelf  from  the  obedience  he 
ow'd  to  his  matters,  but  bring  the 
ftates  themfelves  under  his  power,  to- 
gether with  all  the  inferior  gover- 
nours  and  inhabitants  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces, which  would  certainly  have 
happened  in  the  year  1 5  84,  if  the  hand 
of  a  murderer  had  not  put  an  end  to 
his  life. 

However  the  princes  of  0 range 
have  underftood  fo  well  how  to  ma- 
nage the  ir  own  affairs,  as  to  obtain 

an 
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an  increafe  of  power  to  be   conferred 
upon  them  from   time  to  time  under 
colour   of  neceffity,  or    this   faiUng, 
to  break  through  all  rights,  privileges 
and  laws,  and  yet    deferved   not  fo 
much  blame,   as    the  ftates  and  infe- 
rior magiftrates,  who  were   intrufl:ed 
with  the  government  of  thefe  coun- 
tries, and  who,  by  making  four  of  thole 
princes  captains  general  for  life,   fo  ill 
maintained  and  preferved  the  free  and 
legal  government,  that  nothing  could 
be  denied  to   them,   without  hazard- 
ing that  liberty,  or  rather  fliadovv  of 
freedom,  which   they  feemed  yet  to 
poffefs.     Unlefs   perhaps    one  might 
fay,  and  prove  by  former  experience, 
as  well    as  by  latter  complaints  of  our 
inhabitants,   that  the  pov/er    of  the 
captains-general  and  ftadtholders  has 
been  fo  great,  even  from  the   begin- 
ning of  our    troubles,  by  reafon    of 
their    numerous   adherents,    together 
v/ith  the  common  people   and  ftand- 
ing  army,    that  men   may  more  rea- 
fonably  wonder,     how  the  ftates  of 
Holland  and  Wejl-Friejlarid  have  fo 

often 
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often  adventured  to  lliew  their  zeal 
to  maintain  their  legal  government 
and  liberties,  with  the  apparent  ha- 
zard of  their  lives  and  eftates. 

If  thefe  things  are  true,  the  reader 
may  conclude,  that  if  the  ftates  of 
Holland  and  Wejl-Friejlandy  v^ith 
the  inhabitants,  manufadurcs,  fifhery, 
trade  and  navigation,  have  been  into- 
lerably burdened,  and  yet  greatly 
negledled  and  difcouraged  during  the 
power  of  thofe  ofScers  ;  vvhilft  Hol~ 
land  in  the  mean  time  w^as  left  with- 
out defence  either  by  fea  or  land,  tho' 
neceflitated  to  take  up  incredible  fums 
of  money  at  intereft  to  carry  on  their 
ambitious  defigns :  I  think  I  have  to 
my  power  declined  to  publifh  the  de- 
feds  of  the  princes  of  Orange^  lince 
I  make  no  other  than  a  general  men- 
tion of  their  infatiable  defire  of  domi- 
nion, which  has  exhaufted  our  trea- 
fure,  and  weakened  the  frontiers  as 
well  as  the  inland  cities  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Holland. 

Beüdes, 
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Befides  it  is  hoped  a  prudent  reader  wil  1 
eafily  conceive  what  pernicious  efFeds  v 
might  be  expeded  from  a  fucceffion 
of  fuch  princes  in  the  government  of 
Holland^  and  at  the  fame  time  con- 
fider,  whether  the  late  prince  Wil^ 
liaiu  would  not  have  proved  another 
monarch  both  in  his  life  and  govern- 
ment, if  God,  who  is  our  deliverer, 
had  not  taken  him  away  before  the 
25  th  year  of  his  age  ;  fince  he,  being 
the  eldeft  fon  of  his  father,  was  to 
inherit  his  vaft  poffeflions  and  princely 
dignities :  and  to  this  end  in  the  year 
1 63 1,  before  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  five  years,  he  was  placed  among  the^ 
góvernours  of  the  United  Provinces^ 
who  feemed  unwillingly  willing  to  givei 
up  the  liberty  of  their  country  ;  and'' 
in  all  refpeds  to  be  able,  willing  and 
necefTitated  to  bear  an  univerfal  fla- 
very,  by  granting  and  promifing  to  a 
child  the  future  fucceffion  of  all  his 
father's  offices  ;  and  whether  the  faid 
prince  Willi a77i  the  fecond,  who  was 
continually  converfant  with  foreig- 
ners. 


The   P  RE  F  AC  E,  xxix 

ners,  and  other  flavifli  courtiers,  had 
any  better  education  or  converfation 
with  men  than  other  ordinary  mo- 
narchs  ule  to  have  :  or  whether,  after 
the  reverfion  of  the  ftadtholderfhip 
of  Friejland  had  been  taken  from 
count  William^  in  order  to  quaUfy 
the  prince  to  obtain  the  eldeft  daugh- 
ter of  the  king  of  Great-Britain  in 
marriage,  this  prince  would  not  of 
neceflity  have  been  fovereign  of  thefe 
United  Netherlands. 

An  underftanding  reader  will  alfo 
confider,  whether  our  late  ftadthol- 
der  of  Holland  and  Wejl -Friejland 
had  not  fpent  his  time  in  fuch  a 
manner,  tho'  he  died  before  the  25th 
year  of  his  age,  as  to  furnifli  me 
with  abundant  matter  of  writing,  if 
I  were  inclined  to  publifh  the  ble- 
mifhes  of  his  life  and  fhort  govern- 
ment ;  and  whether  I  have  not  fpo- 
ken  of  him  with  as  much  regard 
and  temper  as  my  defign  of  ex- 
plaining the  intereft  of  Holland 
would  permit :   and  I  conceive  on  this 

fubjedt 
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fubjed  I   have   fully   manifefted   my 
moderation. 

But  to  return  from  this  long  di- 
greffion ;  the  reader  is  defired  im- 
partially to  read  this  book,  which 
was  written  by  me  not  only  with  a 
compofed  and  fed  ate  mind,  but  with 
a  fincere  aftedion  to  truth  and  to  my 
country  :  and  by  weighing  and  con- 
fidering  what  is  here  faid  concerning 
the  true  maxims  and  inter  eft  of 
Holland^  he  will  be  able  to  judge 
whether  I  have  effeöed  my  delign. 
And  if  he  thinks  otherwife,  I  defire 
him  however  to  believe  that  I  have 
ufed  the  beft  of  my  endeavours  to 
that  end  ;  and  contenting  my  fel  f 
to  have  done  what  I  could,  I  think 
I  cannot  but  deferve  thanks  from 
my  native  country,  for  exciting  by 
this  attempt  fome  abler  hand  to 
rectify  my  miftakes,  and  finifh  the 
work. 

And  tho'  the  matters  treated  in 
this  book  have  been  carefully  weighed 
and  confidered  lince  the  year  1662, 

and 
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and  indeed  fo  much  altered  and  en- 
larged, as  to  make  the  whole  com^ 
pofition  to  feem  new  ;  yet  I  would 
not  have  any  reader  think  that  I  be- 
lieve it  muft  of  neceffity  pleafe  him  ; 
iince  in  fome  refpeds  I  myfelf  am 
not  contented  with  it,  and  particu- 
larly becaufe  it  fell  too  haftily  at 
firft  from  my  pen  :  and  tho'  after- 
wards it  was  maturely  confidered 
and  reviewed,  yet  many  pieces  were 
inferted,  accommodated  and  fitted 
to  feveral  parts,  as  well  as  my  leifure 
would  give  me  leave,  whilft  I 
wanted  either  time  oj:  application  to 
perufe  the  whole,  as  if  it  had  not 
been  compofed  by  me,  or  to  invent 
and  write  with  more  order  and  me- 
thod. 

So  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  divers  accidents  may  give  oc- 
cafion  to  review  this  fubjeét,  which 
concerns  the  profperity  of  the  moft 
powerful  republic  at  this  day  in  the 
world.  Which  that  it  may  be  done 
fuccefsfully,  may  our   gracious   God 

grant 


xxxii  The  PREFACE. 

grant  us  fuch  happy  times,  as  may 
encourage  men,  both  in  pubUc  and 
private,  to  conceive  and  write  what- 
ever (hall  tend  to  the  fervice  of  our 
native  country. 
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MEMOIRS 

O  F 

Cornelius  de  Witt  and 
John  de  Witt, 

From  their  Entrance  on  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Public  Affairs  in 
Holla72dj  to  the  Time  of  their 
Unfortunate  Deaths. 


IF  fame  be  a  reafonable  incentive  to  pa- 
triotifm,  it  may  be  fafely  averred,  that 
there  is  no  virtue  to  which  it  isfo  firmly 
attached.  For  if  it  ever  happens,  that 
the  people  are  mad  enough  to  miftake  it  in  one 
age,  thefe  millakes  are  amply  over  paid  by  the 
tribute  of  praife  and  gratitude  ofFer'd  by  pofte- 
rity  in  the  next.  This  we  fee  in  the  famous  cafe 
of  the  Athe7iian  patriot  Phocion^  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  illuft rious  Gracchi ;  and  in  the  celebra- 
ted brethren  of  whom  I  am  to  fpeak,  who 
fell  (hort  of  the  Gi^eek  and  Roman  hero's  in 
nothing,  and  who  go  beyond  them  in  this,' 
that  they  lived  fo  lately  as  to  leave  us  without' 
doubt,  as  to  their  true  characflers,  which  it; 
fhall  be  the  bufmefs  of  the  following  pages  toj 
explain  ;  with  due  refped:   to  truth,  and  tol 

c  the' 
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the  facred  memory  of  thefe  martyrs  in    the 
noble  caufe  of  Liberty '. 

Cornelius  and  John  De  Witt  were  the  fons 
of  a  very  worthy  and  honeft  citizen  of  Dort^ 
who  as  he  had  reafon  to  glory  in  being  their 
father,  fo  he  might  juftiy  think  it  his  misfor- 
tune to  ''outlive  them  as  he  did.  His  name 
was  'Jacob  de  Witt,  and  he  had  given  incon- 
teftible  proofs  of  his  integrity  and  abilities  both 
as  a  member  of  the  ftates,  and  in  the  feveral 
embaffies  in  which  he  had  been  employed 
before  he  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  burgo- 
mafter  of  Dort  and  deputy  to  the  ftates  of 
Holland,  In  this  capacity  we  find  him  in  the 
year  1650,  when  his  highnefs  William  II. 
prince  of  Orange  thought  fit  to  arreft  him  and 
five  other  Deputies  whom  he  fent  piifoners 
to  the  caftle  oï Louvejicin,  for  no  other  crime 
than  that  of  endeavouring  to  free  their  coun- 
try from  the  heavy  burthen  of  taxes  and  im- 
pofitions  with  which  (he  was  opprefled,  under 
colour  of  public  neceility,  but  in  reality  to 
promote  and  fecure  the  intereft  of  the  ftadt- 
holder  " ;  and  from  hence  the  Dutch  patriots 
were  denominated,  by  the  friends  of  the 
houfe  of  Orange,  the  Louveftein  Faöiion.  Their 
imprifonment  however  did  not  laft  long,  a 
method  being  found  to  compromize  matters 
with   his  highnefs,   at  lead  for  the  prefent, 

in 

"  The  reader  will  perceive,  that  not  only  the  general  hifto- 
ries  ö{  Holland,  have  been  conriilted  in  this  work,  but  alio  all 
the  private  memoirs  and  other  pieces  which  contain  any  au- 
thentic account  of  the  tranfaftions  mentioned  therein. 

^  Wiquefort,  lib  iii.  iv.  Le  Clerc.  Hiiloire  des  Provincies, 
unies  lib.  13.  De  Ia  Neuville  lib.  x. 
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in  confequence  of  which  the  priioners  were 
difcharged  upon  a  voluntary  demiiTion  of  their 
offices,  by  which  their  perfons  were  deli- 
vered out  of  danger,  and  the  prince  of  Orange 
freed  from  the  apprehenfions  he  had  enter- 
tained of  their  influence. 

This  extraordinary  a6t  of  power  however, 
with  fome  others,  of  which  the  reader  will 
find  very  clear  and  impartial  accounts  in  the 
fucceeding  work  would  probably  have  been 
attended  with  confequences  fatal  to  the  very 
being  of  the  republic,  if  the  death  of  the  prince, 
which  happened  on  the  13th  of  November 
1650  '*,  had  not  given  a  new  turn  to  affairs, 
and  enabled  the  popular  party  in  Holland  to 
put  the  government  into  fuch  hands  as  they 
thought  fitteft  for  refloring  their  affairs,  by 
leiTening  the  debts  and  taxes  with  which  the 
people  were  loaded,  and  introducing  fuch  a 
fpirit  of  liberty  as  is  necelTary  to  fupport  a  free 
commonwealth,  which  had  been  in  a  great 
meafure  ftifled  under  the  adminiflration  of 
the  laft  princes  of  Orange^  and  v/hich  was 
chiefly  effecfled by  the  courage,  wifdom  and  vigi- 
lance of  thefe  two  brothers,  of  whofe  tempers, 
capacities  and  other  perfonal  qualitications  we 
will  endeavour  to  give  a  fliort  and  clear  ac-^ 
count. 

Cornelius  de  Witt  was  born  on  the  25th 
OÏ  June  1623.  His  perfon  was  very  agreea- 
ble, and  he  had  an  air  of  majefty  in  his  looks 

c  2  which 

«^  Lion  Retabll  par  Aitzma,  p,  85. 

**  The  Reader  will  find  pafTages  relating  to  this  mattsr  in  fe«. 
vera!  parts  of  the  book,  but  particularly  m  the  preface,  and  in 
the  3d  chapter  of  the  third  part. 
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which  very  well  became  the  employments  he 
afterwards  filled.     His  temper  was  very  lively, 
his    parts  quick,  his  judgment   penetrating, 
and  his  eloquence  warm  and  unaiïeóled.     He 
difcovered  in  his  youth  a  great  genius  for  aca- 
demical exercifes  j  when  he  grew  up  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  to   the   fludy  of  the  law,  and 
amufed  himfelf  with  looking  into  martial  af- 
fairs.    He  afterwards  travelled  to  improve  his 
natural  talents,  and  give  the  laft  polilh  to  his 
education,  which  having  efFedually  done,  he 
returned  home  in   1650,  and  married  Made- 
moifelle  Mary  de  Berke/,  daughter  to  the  re- 
ceiver-general  of  the  province  of   Holla?id. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  prince  William  II.  he 
came  into  the  management  of  affairs,  being 
advanced  to   the  dignity  of  burgo-mafter  of 
Dort,  deputy  to  the  ailembly  of  the  ftates  of 
Holland  and   IVejl-FrieJland^  Riiard^  that  is, 
governor  and  intendant  of  the  dikes  of  the 
county  of  Putten,  hüiYiff  of  Bey erla^td,  inten- 
dant of  the  dikes  of  the  country  of  Afff^r/^^r- 
ken,  and  curator  of  the  univerfity  of  Leyden^. 
But  of  all  his  titles  he  is  befl  known  by  that 
of  Riiard  Van  Fut  ten,  by  which   he  is  called 
in  moft  of  the  Dutch  hiftories,  to  diftinguifh 
him   from    his  brother   the    penfionary,    of 
whofe  charader  we  are  next  to  fpeak. 

"John  de  V/itt  was  born  the  25  th  of  Sep- 
tember 1625.     He  lïad  in  his  infancy  a  feri- 
.oufnets  in  his  countenance  and  manners  that 
was  very  lingular.     He  applied  himfeif  to  his 

lludies 

^  HiftoJre  de  la  vie  et  de  la  mort  des  deux  illullres  freres 
Corneille  &  Jean  de  Witt,    Vol.  I.  p.  23. 
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fludies  with  incredible  diligence,  and  the 
quicknefs  of  his  parts,  joined  to  an  indefatiga- 
ble induflry,  rendered  him,  in  the  very  be- 
ginning of  his  life,  the  wonder  of  all  who 
knew  him.  Yet  with  all  this  fteadinefs  and 
Jove  of  learning,  he  joined  not  only  the  ac- 
complifliments  proper  for  a  gentleman,  by 
being  perfectly  verfed  in  his  exercifes,  but 
whenever  he  thought  fit  to  unbend  himfelf, 
had  fuch  a  chearfulnefs  in  his  converfation  as 
rendered  him  the  moft  agreeable  companion 
in  the  world.     But  amongft  all  the  great  and 

",t:ruly  amiable  qualities  with  which  the  mind 
of  this  extraordinary  perfon  was  adorned,  his 
modefly  and  his  magnanimity  deferve  parti- 

.^bular  notice.     The  firll:  was  io  fettled  and  fo 

^Sunfeigned,  that  he  took  more  pains  to  con- 
"ceal  his  abilities,  than  a  vain  man  would  have 
done  to  have  difplayed  them  ;    of  which  we 

■''have  a  remarkable  inAance,  in  his  engaging 
Francis  Schooien  to  publifh  his  Elementa  cur- 
varum  linearum^  one  of  the  deepeft  books  in 
mathematics  that  had  in  thofe  days  appeared, 
and  which  was  written  by  our  author  at 
twenty-three.  As  to  his  greatnefs  of  mind, 
I  will  not  pretend  to  give  any  fingle  inftance 
of  it,  fince  every  fact  that  will  be  taken  no- 
tice of  in  theff  memoirs  may  be  confider'd  as  a 
proof  of  it.  After  receiving  at  home  the  de- 
gree of  do^or  of  laws^  he  travelled  for  fome 
years,  and  on  his  return,  in  1650,  he  be- 
came pcnftonary  of  Dort^  and  diftinguirhed 
c  3  himfelf 
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himfeif  very  early  in  the  management  of  pub- 
lic affairs  *". 

The  war  between  the  EngUj7j  and  Dutch 
republics  commenced  before  yohn  de  Witt 
had  acquired  that  influence  which  he  after- 
wards obtained  in  the  councils  of  Holland, 
He  oppofed  it  however  as  far  as  he  was  able  ; 
he  fliewed  the  ill  confequences  it  muft  necef- 
farily  have  which  ever  way  fortune  inclined  : 
and  when  events  juftified  his  difcourfes  to  fuch 
a  degree  as  that  they  feemed  to  be  a  kind  of 
oracles  or  predidions,  all  who  had  the  intereft 
of  the  republic  at  heart  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote his  advancement,  and  to  raife  him  to 
that  high  flation  in  which  for  fo  many  years 
he  held  the  helm  of  the  commonwealth  ^. . 
An  opportunity  offered  very  early  for  the  gra- 
tifying their  defires.  The  Sieur  F  aw  'van 
Hemjtede^  penfionary  of  Holland^  died  in  the 
end  of  the  month  of  February  1653  ^  and  the 
ilates  of  Hollafid  being  alTembled  in  order  to. 
eled:  a  fucceflor,  the  town  of  Dort,  which  is 
the  firfl  in  the  province,  named  the  Sieur 
Ruyil,  penfionary  of  Harlem,  and  the  depu- 
ties from  Harlem  returned  the  complement, 
by  propofing  'John  de  Witt,  penfionary  of 
ïjort,  though  he  was  not  then  full  twenty- 
«ight  years  old  :  and  he  was  unanimoufly 
chofen,  firft  to  officiate  provifionally,  and 
afterwards  abfolutely  into  the  office  ''. 
^r.    .  Upon 

^  Ibid.  p.  24. 

«  The  proof  of  thi^  may  be  met  with,  p,  391,  where  cur 
author  dircourfes  of"  the  riie  of  that  war,  and  of  its  detriment  to 
the  ftates. 

^'  Aitzma,  lib.  33.  p.  787.  col.  i. 
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Upon  this  occafion  he  confulted  his  friends 
and  relations  whether  it  was  fit  for  him  to  ac- 
cept this  honour  or  not.  Many  of  them, 
charmed  with  this  mark  of  diftinótion,  ad- 
vifed  him  not  to  hefitate  a  moment  j  but  the 
wifeft  among  them,  without  entering  into 
long  arguments,  put  him  in  mind  of  the  fate 
of  his  predeceflbr  Bamevddt ^  who  loft  his 
head  for  ferving  his  country,  thinking  that 
a  fufficient  caution  to  one  who  was  known 
to  have  the  fame  fentiments  in  refpe(5}  to  go- 
vernment that  Barneveldt  had  '.  yohn  de 
Witt  heard  patiently  all  they  had  to  fiy,  and 
then  delivered  his  own  refolution,  in  thefe 
Words :  "  You  all  agree,  that  an  honefl:  and 
upright  man  may  render  great  fervice  to 
his  country  in  this  office;  but  you  fay, 
that  this  will  be  attended  with  much  trouble 
and  danger  to  himfelf.  I  know  not  how 
we  can  pafs  through  this  world  without 
expofing  ourfelves  to  much  trouble  and 
danger,  and  fmce  the  thing  is  fo,  what 
caufe  fo  honourable  as  that  of  our  country  ? 
I  am  rcfolved  then  to  accept  the  office, 
and  to  ferve  the  republic,  whatever  return 
I  may  meet  with :  this  depends  upon  o- 
thers,  and  that  on  mylelf  alone  ^  ".  ; 

The  peniipnary  de  Witt  had  not  been  long 
in  his  office  before  an  occaiion  offered  which 
fufficiently  demonftrated  how  juft  a  choice 
they  had  made  in  bringing  him  into  that  em- 
ployment. King  Charles  II.  who  was  then 
c  4  in 

I  I,e  Clerc,  vol.  TI.  p.  330    Memoirs  de  C.  and  J,  de  Witt. 
'*•  JVlemoires  de  Montbas,  p.  39. 
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in  €xile  at  Paris,  prevailed  upon  M.  Boreely 
the  Dutch  minifter  there,  to  inclofe  a  letter 
from  him  to  the  ftates- general,  in  which  he 
informed  them,  that  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  many  of  the  officers  in  the  Englijh  navy 
were  well  inclined  to  his  fervice  ;    and  there- 
fore he  offered  to  ferve  on  board  the  fleet  of 
the  republic  as  a  volunteer,  till  fuch  a  number 
of  Englijh  fliips  fliould  come  over  to  him,  as 
might  enable  him  to  affifl  them  as  an  ally. 
When  this  letter  was  read  in  the  aflembly  of 
the  ftates-general,  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of 
Orange  warmly  efpoufed  his  majefty's  propo-^ 
fal,  as  a-  thing  of  the  greatefl  confequence  to 
the  ftate,  and  moft  likely  to  weaken  the  Eng^- 
lijh,  who  by  this  time  had  fhewn  themfelves 
vilibly  an  over-match  for  the  Dutch  at  fea. 
M.  de  Witt  oppofed  it,    and,    after   having; 
made  a  very  handfome  panegyriek  on  the  cou- 
rage and  generoiity  of  the  king,  he  advanced 
two  reafons   againft   accepting  his  propofal, 
which  to  him,  he  faid,  appeared  conclufive. 
The  firft  of  thefe  was,  that  his  near  relation . 
to  the  houfe  of  Orange  mufl  render  his  pre- 
fence  on  board  the  fleet  fatal  to  the  peace  of 
the  republic,  by  reviving  thofe  difputes  which 
had  already  been  fo  detrimental  to  the  intereft 
of  the   flate.      His    fecond,    that    by   em- 
bracing this  offer  they  would  perpetuate  the 
war,  fince,    in  return  for  fuch  a  fervice,  itr 
mull  be  naturally  expeded  that  they  fhould 
unite  their  interefl  with  his,    and  make  the 
defl-ru6tion  of  the  commonwealth  of  England 
a  common  caufe.     Thefe  refl.edions  gave  the . 

affem- 
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aflembly  fuch  a  notion  of  the  confequences 
that  muft,  or  at  leall:,  might  attend  this  ftep, 
as  induced  them  civilly  to  excufe  themfelves 
from  accepting  the  king's  offer  j  and  from 
hence  we  may  eafily  judge,  not  only  of  de 
Witt's  maxims  in  government,  but  of  his 
great  capacity  in  bringing  over  others  to  his 
opinion  \ 

The  continuance  of  the  w^ar  was  fo  vifibly 
deftructive  not  only  to  the  commerce  but  to 
the  very  being  of  the  republic,  that  the  pen- 
iionary  de  Witt  and  his  friends  employed  all 
their  fkill  to  fet  on  foot  a  negotiation,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  omitted  nothing  that 
could  be  thought  requilite  for  putting  their 
naval  force  on  a  good  footing,  that  they  might 
be  able  to  fuftain  the  reputation  of  the  com- 
monwealth, fo  long  as,  in  fpight  of  all  their 
endeavours,  this  war  (liould  laft.  With  re- 
fpedl  to  the  fir  ft,  they  found  a  way  to  get  a 
letter  from  the  ftates  of  Holland  put  into  the 
hands  of  Lenthall,  then  fpeaker  of  the  par- 
liament ;  and  this  had  in  fome  meafure  the 
defired  effed:,  fince  it  brought  about  a  nego- 
tiation, though  not  immediately  a  peace  "*. 
On  the  other  hand,  finding  the  people  and  the 
nobility  equally  inclined  to  declare  the  prince 
of  Orayige  admiral,  as  if,  under  the  aufpice  of 
a  child  of  three  years  old,  the  arms  of  the  re- 
public were  like  to  be  more  fuccefsful  than 
when  directed  by  the  moft  experienced  gene- 
rals^ 

<  V 

*.■ 

'  Clarendon's  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  book"i3.     Le  CIerc,<; 
Vol,  II.  p.  331. 
■^  Hilloire  de  C.  and  J.  de  Witt,  vol.  !♦  p.  80. 
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rals,  they  determined  to  fatisfy  the  noblh'ty,. 
ajid  to  reftrain  the  people.  With  this  view 
they  refolved  to  raife  a  nobleman  to  the  poft 
of  lieutenant-admiral,  then  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  great  Vaji  'Trompt  though  none 
of  the  nobility  were  feamen  enough  to  form 
any  pretenfions  to  it.  But  the  Englifi  had 
fet  them  an  example,  by  conferring  the  higheft 
commands  in  their  fleet  on  Monk  and  B/ake, 
who  never  v^ere  feamen,  but  on  the  contrary 
had  always  ferved  in  the  army.  This  refolu- 
tion  once  taken,  the  Seur  de  Witt  was  ap- 
pointed, with  fome  deputies  of  the  flates  of 
Holland^  to  offer  this  command  to  baron  Op- 
dam^  whom  tlieyperfuaded  with  much  to  do  t<^ 
accept  it,  which  proved  of  infinite  confequ-ene^ 
to  the  peace  of  the  republic,  and  which  cpja^^ 
not  well  have  been  maintained  without  it"^:-j 
Yet  thefe  temporary  expedients  could  only 
have  ferved  to  delay  the  ruin  of  the  fl:ate, 
without  affording  means  to  prcferve  it,,  if  the 
penfionary  and  his  friends,  amonglf  whom  we 
may  reckon  the  ambaffador  fent  to  Cromwell^ 
who  by  this  time  had  turned  out  the  Rump^ 
and  fet  up  a  new  parliament,  not  only  autho-* 
ri^ed  to  fit  by  him  and  his'  officers,  but  alfo 
chofen  by  them.  The  Dutch  miniflers  werft 
directed  to  apply  to  them,  but  they  quickly 
found  them  a  lort  of  people  by  themfelves, 
with  whom  no  rational  creatures  could  deal ; 
for  they  entertained  the  ambafladors  with  long 
prayers,  and  difcovered  fuch  a  total  ignorance 
of  bufmefs,  and  withal  fuch  a  fpirit  of  pride 

in 

■  Aitzma,  lib.  33.  p'.  837.  Le  Clerc,  dela  Neuville,.^^. 
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in  their  difcourfes,  that  the  Dutchmen  plainly 
told  the  general,  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
them  to  deal  with  fuch  folks,  but  that  if  he 
would  afTume  the  fupreme  authority,  they 
might  foot!  come  to  a  right  underftanding. 
This  was  precifcly  what  Cromwell  wanted, 
and  though  he  rejeóled  their  advice  in  words, 
declaring  himfelf  an  humble  creature  of  the 
parliament's,  yet  he  foon  after  found  means  to 
be  rid  of  them,  and  took  upon  him  the  go- 
vernment under  the  title  of  Prote6}or ;  and 
then  made  a  peace  with  the  Dutch,  the  moll 
remarkable  thing  in  which  was,  the  adding 
a  fecret  article  for  the  exclufion  of  the  houfe 
of  Orange^  to  which  the  ftates  of  Holland, 
after  great  debates,  and  notwithftanding  fe- 
veral  towns  protefted  againft  it,  confented  by 
a  folemn  aót  *'. 

The  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Orange,  to  in- 
flame the  minds  of  the  people,  inlinuated, 
that  this  article  of  the  exclufion  did  not  flow 
naturally  from  Cromwell,  but  was  privately 
fuggefted  to  him  by  the  Sieur  de  Witt,  by  the 
affiftance  of  M.  Beveming ;  but  of  this  the 
penfjonary  cleared  himfelf,  firft  by  explaining 
the  reafons  v/hy  Cromwell  had  as  much  caufe 
to  be  apprehenfive  of  the  power  of  the  princes 
of  Orange^  as  either  himfelf  or  any  of  his 
friends;  and  next  by  the  teftimony  of  M. 
Beveming,  who  gave  as  full  fatisfad:ion  as 
could    be    dclired  in  this  particular.     Thus 

much 

°  Thefe  particulars  are  chiefly  colle£led  from  the  fecret  re- 
folutions  of  the  Hates-general  during  the  adminillration  of  de 
Witt,  which  have  been  Iikewife  confulted  by  Jitzrna,  whom 
modi,  of  the  other  hiltorians  conliantly  copy. 
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much  however  is  certain,  that  Cromwell ^  by 
his  natural  fagacity,  or  by  his  converfations 
with  the  Dutch  minifler,  came  to  have  a 
clear  knowledge  of  the  flri6l  connedlion  there 
was  between  their  intereft  j  which  made  it 
'as  reafonable  for  them  to  fecure  him,  as  flu* 
as  they  were  able,  again  ft  the  attempts  of 
Charles  II.  as  for  him  to  protect  them,  as  by 
this  article  it  was  ftipulated  he  iliould,  againft 
the  pretenfions  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  This 
lets  us  into  the  true  realon  why  king  Charles  II. 
always  conlidered  the  de  Witt  adminiftratiou 
as  oppofite  to  his  intereft  in  Holland^  and 
why,  on  the  other  hand,  the  de  Witts  and 
their  friends  confidered  king  Charles  as  an  im- 
placable enemy ;  and  chofe  rather  to  repofe  a 
confidence  in  France  than  to  enter,  after  the 
breach  of  the  triple  alliance^  into  any  of  his 
views  P. 

The  article  of  the  exclufion  had  raifed  fuch 
a  clamour  in  Holland,  that  the  de  Witts  and 
their  friends  had  much  ado  to  carry  points 
that  were  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fervice 
"'of  the  people,  fuch  as  the  difbanding  foreign 
troops,  now  they  were  no  longer  of  ufe,  that 
they  might  be  thereby  able  to  remit  fome  of 
the  heavieft  taxes  j  and  this  for  no  better  rea- 
fon  than  that,  as  the  oppofite  party  gave  out, 
the  principal  motive  thereto  was  the  being  rid 
of  fuch  as  were  fufpedled  to  be  in  the  intereft 
of  the  houfe  of  Orange.  The  clergy  too  be- 
gan 

^  Thefe  fa£k5  may  be  found  in  the  memoirs  of  the  de  Witts, 
fo  often  cited,  together  with  the  declaration  oï  Fan  Beverning, 
which  is  very  curious. 
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gan  to  meddle  with  the  atFairs  of  ftate  in  their 
pulpits,  and,  inftead  of  inftrucling  the  peo- 
ple how  to  ferve  God,  were  for  direding 
their  fuperiors  how  to  govern  their  fubjed:s  j 
but  the  firmnefs  of  the  penlionary  got  the 
better  of  all  thefe  difficulties,  which  raifed  his 
reputation  to  fuch  a  height,  that  he  was 
chofen  arbitrator  of  the  differences  that  had 
arifen  among  the  nobility  of  Friejland^  and 
having  happily  compofed  thefe,  he  was  called 
to  the  like  good  office  in  Overtjfel  ^ 

Many  untoward  affairs,  which  fell  out  in 

the  fpace  of  a  few  years  after  this,  ferved  only 

to  heighten  the  characfler  of  the  penfionary, 

and  to  ffiew  that  he  wanted  not  the  courage 

of  the  hero,  with  all  the  abilities  of  a  confum- 

mate    politician.     He   advifed  the  ftates  of 

Holland  to  make,  independent  of  the  other 

provinces,  reprifals  on  the  French  king  ;   and 

as  he  entered  on  this  arduous  affair  with  great 

fpirit,  fo,  notwithftanding  the  haughtinefs  of 

the  French  court,  he  brought  his  country  out 

of  it  with  honour  ^     In  the  great  contefl  in 

the  north  between  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and 

Denmark,  he  managed  all  things  with  fuch 

wifdom  and  dexterity,  that,  notwithftanding 

the  eagernefs  and  obflinacy  of  both  parties, 

and  the  intrigues  of  the  protedor  Cromwell^ 

who,  from  certain  fecret  views  of  his  own, 

encouraged   the  Swedes  to  continue  the  war, 

all 

1  Aitzma,  lib.  35.  and  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Je  Witts.     Cur 
author  himrelfhas  touched  upon  it,  p.  225. 

•■  Hilloire  de  C.  and  J.  de  Witt,  vol.  1.  p.  141. 
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all  things  were  happily  adjufted  *".  On  the 
reftcration  of  king  Charles  II.  he  was  com- 
plimented by  the  pcnfiomxiy  de  IVitt  in  terms 
equally  refpedfuU  to  the  king,  and  honoura- 
ble for  the  republic,  which  made  fuch  an  im- 
•prcflion,  at  that  time,  on  this  prince,  that 
loon  after  he  gave  all  the  affiftance  in  his 
power  to  the  conclulion  of  a  treaty  between 
the  Dutch  and  the  Fortuguze^  extremely  ad- 
vantagious  to  the  ftates,  which  had  been  in  a 
manner  folely  negotiated  by  the  penfionary  '. 

Things  continued  for  fome  time  in  this  ami- 
cable fituation,  and  king  Charles  II.  thought 
himfelf  fo  much  obliged  to  the  ftates-general, 
to  the  ftates  of  Holland^  and  to  the  penfionary 
T>e  Witt,  for  the  refped  {hewn  him  in  feizing 
at  the  requeft  of  Sir  George  Downing^  Corbet^ 
Okev^  and  BarkfieadythvcQ  of  his  father's  judges, 
that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  thank  the 
Dutch  embaffadors  in  very  ftrong  terms,  and 
added,  at  the  clofe  of  his  difcourfe,  thefe 
words.  "  I  muft  alfo,  upon  this  occafion, 
"  inform  your  excellencies,  that  I  have  a 
*•  very  particular  account  of  the  fhare  Mr, 
"  De  Witt  had  in  this  affair,  with  which  I 
*'  am  extremely  well  fatisfied,  and  fliall  al- 
"  ways  preferve  a  grateful  remembr^ce  of 
"  it,  and  with  this  I  defire  you  would  ac- 
"  quaint  him".  This  ftemed  to  he  lo  much 
the  intention  of  that  monarch  at  this  time, 
that  foon  after  he  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 

ftates- 

*  Aitzma,  lib.  36,  p.  1251,   feq.  ' 

'  Hiftoije  de  C.  &  J.  de  Witr,   V^cl.  I.  p.  185.    where  we 
have  the  penfionary's  fpeech  at  length. 
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Aates- general  ".  The  affairs  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  flill  gave  the  ftates  of  Holland  a  good 
deal  of  difquiet,  in  which  however  the  pen- 
fionary  aóled  with  fuch  prudence,  that  while 
he  fleadiiy  purfued  the  intereft  of  his  mafter, 
he  prefer ved,  in  a  great  meafure  the  good 
will  of  the  wifeft  perfons  about  that  prince, 
and  fo  far  overcame  all  the  ilirong  prejudices 
that  the  Orange^^iïiy  had  formerly  againfl 
him,  that  when  his  fecond  five  years  were 
exfpired,  he  was  unanimoufly  continued  in 
his  high  office,  by  a  refolution  of  the  flates 
dated  September  15,    1663  "'. 

Our  ftatesman  was  now  in   the  heig-ht  of 

o 

prosperity,  and  feem'd  to  have  vanquiflied 
even  envy  herfelf.  In  all  difficult  cafes  his 
miniftiy  was  made  ufe  of,  and  when  the 
prince  of  Eaji-Friejland  quarrelled  with  his 
fubjeös  he  was  put  at  the  head  of  that  depu- 
tation which  was  fent  by  the  ftates  to  termi- 
nate thefe  difputes ''.  When  their  differences 
with  Efirrland  were  rifen  to  fuch  a  height 
that  a  war  could  not  be  avoided,  and  the  ftates 
of  Guelder  and  Overt jfel^  abfolutely  refufed  to 
contribute  their  proportions  towards  the  ex- 
pence  of  it,  the  ftates  of  Holland  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  fend  a  deputation  conlifting  of 
Meff.  De  Witt^  Crornmon  and  Kan^^  to  ex- 
plain to  them  the  natare  of  the  war, 'and  the 
danger  of  their  continuing  in  their  former  re- 
folution, which  they  did  with  fjch  effetft, 


that^ 


■  This  is  to  be  found  in  the  fame  book,  p.  249. 

*'  Aitznia,  lib.  43. 

*  Hilloire  deC.  &  J.  de  Witt,  vol.  I.    p.  273,  2S1. 
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that  thofe  ftates  not  only  agreed  to  furnifh  their 
quota,  but  did  it  immediately,  and  even  bor-* 
rowed  money  for  that  purpofe ;  this  was  fo 
remarkable  a  proof  both  of  his  zeal  and  his 
capacity,  that  the  ftates  general  thought  fit  to 
name  him  one  of  their  commiffioners  for  the 
direction  of  the  navy,  in  which  capacity  he 
went  to  Amjierdam  and  other  places,  where 
he  made  fuch  vigorous  difpofitions,  that  the 
fleet  was  foon  in  much  better  condition  and 
more  fit  to  go  to  fea  than  it  was  judged  pofli- 
ble  by  the  admirals  themfelves,  and  by  fomc 
of  the  ableft  feamen  in  Holland,  who  ex- 
prefled  the  greateft  aftonifliment  at  the  ad- 
drefs  with  which  the  penfionary  managed  all 
things  relating  to  naval  affairs,  though  'till 
called  to  the  infpedion  of  them  on  this  im- 
portant occafion,  he  had  never  concerned 
himfelf  about  them,  as  defiring  all  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  flate  Ihould  ad:  in  their  proper 
fpheres*'. 

The  French,  who  were  the  only  gainers  by 
a  war  betwen  the  maritime  powers,  preten- 
ded to  manage  a  negociation  for  peace  at 
London,  which  however  went  on  very  flowly, 
and  this  o;ave  the  Orange  party  great  advan- 
tage in  the  ftates.  Mr.  De  Witt  faw  clearly'; 
what  was  intended,  and  therefore  advifed  that 
pofitive  orders  (liould  be  fènt  baron  Opdam 
to  fight  ;  for,  as  the  penfionary  obferved,  a 
battle  could  not  but  be  advantagious  to  the 
ftate.  If  they  were  viöors  it  would  probably 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  aüd  if  they  were  van- 

quilhed 

>  Aitzma  lib.  xliv.and  d'Eflrades  I.ettets  in  the  year  1664, 
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qulfhed  it  would  oblige  tht  French  to  join  them 
immediately.  This  determined  the  ftates  to 
fend  iuch  orders  to  Opdam^  who  as  he  was 
well  afFcdted  to  the  houfe  of  Najjau  obeyed 
them  very  unwillingly.  On  the  3d  of  yime^ 
1665,  he  attacked  the  Englifi  fleet,  but  had 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  the  greattfl:  battle  that 
had  hitherto  been  fought  between  the  twonati-. 
onSjhimfelf  and  his  (liip  being  blown  up  juft  as 
he  was  upon  the  point  of  boarding  that  of  the 
Duke  0Ï  Tork.  This  ftruck  a  great  terror 
into  the  Dutch  feamen,  and  before  the  flates 
could  fit  out  another  fleet  they  found  them- 
fclves  under  a  neceffity  of  appointing  fome  of 
their  own  deputies  to  command^  it,  which 
was  a  new  thing,  and  had  therefore  the  greater 
effect:  ^ 

This  commiiiion  was  given  to  MelT.  Huy- 
genSy  ^e  Witt  and  Boreel^  and  among  other 
marks  of  their  high  authority,  the    ilate  af- 
figned  them  guards.     The  friends  and  rela- 
tions of  the  peniionary  de  Witt   ^dvifed  him 
to  decline  this  new  poll  as  a  command  invi- 
dious in  itfelf,  and  which  mufl  be  attended 
with  bad  confequences.     He  anfwered  that 
the    fafety  of  a   private   man   ought  not  to 
enter  into  com.petition  with  that  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  that  he  never  confldered  his  perfonal 
hazard  or  advantage,  but  only  in  what  man- 
ner and   how  far   he  miglit  be  able  to  ierve 
his  country  ^.     When  he  came  on  board  the 
licet  he  found  it  fliut  up  in  the  lexel^  fo  that 

d  though 

?; Aitzma,  lib.  xlv. 

^•'l^e  Cierc  vol.  iii.  p.  8s.  col.  3. 
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though  it  was  ablblutely  necefTary  for  it  to 
put  to  fea,  in  order  to  iecure  the  fafe  paiTage 
of  the  outward  bound  Eajl-India  fleet,  yet 
the  feamen  unanimoufly  agreed  that  the  thing 
was  impoffible,  as  the  wind  then  flood.  The  pen- 
don^ry  de  TFi it  was  alone  of  another  opinion, 
and  he  made  no  difnculty  of  declaring  it, 
though  in  this  he  oppos'd  his  own  fentiment 
to  the  common  judgment  of  thofe  who  ought  to 
have  been  befl  Ikilled  in  their  own  protcHions. 
As  this  has  been  always  eileemed  one  of  the 
moil:  remai^^abie  adions  of  his  life,  and  has 
in  fome  meafure  contributed  to  render  his  me- 
mory immortal,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to 
give  a  particular  account  of  it. 

There  are  at  the  mouth  of  the  T^x^/ three 

pafTages  between  the  fands,  by  which  vefTels 

may  go  out  to  fea,   and  thefe  are  the  Lands- 

dtep^  the  Slcnk,  and  the  Spaniards-gat,     It 

was  the  received  doftrine  of  the  feamen,  that 

there  were  but  ten  points  of  the  cofnpafs  from 

which,  if  the  wind  blew,  fln'ps  could  go  out, 

and  that  twenty-two  were  againft  them  ^   but 

the  pcnfionary  de  Witt^  as  he  was  a  great  ma- 

•theniatician,  foon  difcovered  the  fallity  of  this 

notion,  and  that  there  were  in  reality  no  lefs 

than  twenty  eight  points  in  their  favour,  and 

but  four  that  could  hinder  them  from  going 

out,  «u/s;.  W.  NIV.  by  W,  NW.  NW.  by  AT".  The 

•bilots   however  oerceiving;  that  he  reckoned 

tvpon  ail  the  pafTages,  declared  politively  that 

in  the  Spaniards-gat  there  was  not  above  ten 

or  twelve  feet  water,  and  that  therefore  it  was 

jm- 

b  De  la  Neuvüle,  lib,  xii,  c.  lo, 
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impoffible  to  carry  out  large  fhips  by  that 
paiTage.  Their  alTertlon  did  not  fatisfy  the 
penfionary,  he  went  through  it  in  a  long- 
boat in  perfon  at  low  water,  and  without 
truftingthe  lead  out  of  his  hand,  found  it  at 
leaft  twenty  foot  deep  every  where,  and  free 
from  thofe  incumbrances  which  the  pilots  had 
hitherto  talked  of.  The  penlionary  therefore 
engaged  that  himfelf  and  M.  van  Haaren 
would  carry  out  the  two  greateft  (hips  in  the 
fleet  through  the  SpaJiiards-gat  with  the  wind 
2XSSWy  which  he  performed  on  the  i6th  of 
Aiigiifi  1 66/;,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fleet  followed  him  without  the  leaft  accident, 
fince  which  that  palTage  has  been  called,  and 
very  defer vediy,  Witts-diep\ 

Very  foon  after,  he  came  with  the  other 
deputies  on  board  the  fleet,  the  differences 
which  had  arifen  between  de  Ruyter  and 
Tromp  were  adjufted,  and  of  open  enemies 
they  became  in  appearance  lincere  friends.  The 
feamen  however  were  fliU  not  a  little  difcon- 
tented  at  this  novelty  of  being  commanded 
by  the  flates  deputies.  However,  after  they 
had  been  fome  time  at  fea,  and  meeting  with 
a  dreadful  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Nowoayy 
which  lafted  two  days,  M.  deWitt  brought 
them  wholly  over  to  his  party,  for  he  re- 
mained upon  deck  all  the  time,  never  changed 
his  cloaths,  or  took  any  refrefliment,  but  in 
common  with  the  men,  gave  his  orders  with 
the  greateil  calmnefs  and  prefence  of  mind, 
d  2  and 

r  Hiftoire  de  C.  &  J.  de  Witt,  p,  374.  This  Is  alfo  taken 
notice  of  in  the  fecond  Volume  of  the  live»  of  the  Admirals. 
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and  when  he  faw  there  wanted  hands,  obh'ged 
his  officers  to  work  by  his  own  example.  This 
made  him  the  darUng  of  the  failors,  and  thence- 
forward they  paid  him  more  refpedl  of  their 
own  accord  than   the   fevereft  orders  of  the 
ftates  could  ever  have  extorted,  and  indeed 
they  had  good  reafon,  for  he  was  continually 
fuggefting   regulations   in   their  favour,    and 
fhewed  as  tender  a  concern,  both   for  their 
fafety  and  their  intereft,  as  if  they  had  been  his 
children  j  and  yet  he  did  all  this  without  giving 
the  leafl  offence  to  the  admirals,  by  caufmg 
thofe  alterations  to  be  publilhed  in  their  names  ^ 
Such  was  the  happy  temper  of  this  great  man, 
that  he  was   always  zealous  in  doing   good, 
without  afFe(fling  to  be  popular,  and  had  fuch 
high  notions  of  his  duty  as  quite  excluded  vanity. 
All  the  care  and  pains  the  penfionary  took 
on  board  the  fleet  could  not  hinder   his  ene- 
mies from  fpreading  flories  among  the  people, 
which  irritated  them  extremely  againfl  him. 
Sometimes  it  was  pretended  that  the  misfor-* 
tunes  which  had  happened  to  the  navy  were 
owing  to   the    deputies    intermeddling    with 
things  they  did  not    underfland.     To  obvi- 
ate his  calum  ny  de  Ruyter  wrote  a  letter  to 
the   dates,  in   which  he  not  only  vindicated 
the  deputies  in  general,  but  M.  de  Witt  in 
particular,  whofe  affiftance  he  acknowledged 
in  the  cleared  and  mod  honourable  terms  ^ 
M.  de  /^///himfelf  wrotea  plain  and  accurate 
relation  of  all  that  had  happened  during  his 

continuance 

^  HiftoirïdeC.&  J.aeWitr,  p.383. 

*■  Aiwma  lib.  xliv,  d'Ellradc's  letters  in  the  year  1665. 
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!  continuance  on  board  the  fleet,  and  at  his  re- 
.^turn,  he  verified  every  article  of  this  account 
'To   fully  to  the  ftates-general,  that  they  not 
only  gave  him  folemn  thanks  for  his  good  fer- 
^  vice,  but  intended  likewife  to  have  made  him 
/a  confiderable  prefent,  which  he  waved   by 
,^^eclaring  that  he  fought  the   fervice  of  his 
"  country  only,  and  not  a  gratification  for  his 
/ervices  ^     Then  his  enemies  gave  out,  that 
^'^he  had  continually  thwarted  de  RuyttTy  and 
^that  their  quarrels  had  occafioned  no  fmall  de- 
triment to   the    flate.     But  this   ftory,  tho' 
,  drefs'd  out  with  very  great  art,  was  entirely 
"ruined  by  an   unforeseen  accident.     Admiral 
de  Ruyter  had  ocafion  to  come  to  the  Hague ^ 
^and     during  his   ftay   there  lodged    in    the 
.^houfc  of  M.  de  Witt^  which  abfolutely  unde- 
'l  ceived   the  very  mob,    who  would  not   be 
brought  to  believe  that  a  man  of  de  Ruyter's 
temper  could  be  induced  to  diflemble  on  any 
account  whatever  ^. 

King  Charles  II.  having  found  means,  by 

the  help  efpecially  of  very  large  fubfidies,  to 

engage  the  bifliop  oï  Miaijler  in  his  in'erefl:, 

and  that  to  fuch  a  desiree  as  to  enoage  him 

■  to  declare   war  again  ft   Hollajid^    the  ftates 

found  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of  raifing 

:  frelTi  troops  in  order  to  the  maintenance  of  a 

,.,  land  v/ar,  which  gave  them  no  lefs  trouble 

than  that  in   which  they  had  been  engaged 

fo  long  by  fea.       Prince  Jofm  Maurice  of 

Najjau  was  general  of  the  forces  employed 

d  3  again  ft 

f  Hiftoirede  C.  S:  J.  de  Witt,  p.  419, 
Ibid.  p.  422. 
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againfl  the  bifhop  of  M/^;z/?^r ;  but  tho' the 
ftates  placed  very  great  confidence  in  him, 
who  was  an  old  veldt  marfhal  of  their  ar- 
mies, yet  they  thought  proper  to  fend  their 
deputies  with  him  into  the  field,  and  amongft 
thefe  they  named  Cornelius  de  Witt^  who 
had  already  given  high  teftimonies  both  of 
his  courage  and  capacity ''.  He  difcharged 
his  duty  on  this  occafion  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  not  only  merited  the  applaufe  of  thofe  who 
had  given  him  this  commiffion,  but  acquired 
him  alfo  the  efteem  of  prince  Maurice^  which 
he  tefiified  upon  all  occafions ;  yet  the  peo^ 
pie  clamoured  again  ft  this  deputation  as  they 
had  done  againft  that  which  had  been  fent 
on  board  the  fleet.  But  udiilft  Cornelius  de 
Witt  was  thus  employed  in  the  army,  his 
brother  the  penfionary  was  fecretly  negotia*- 
ting  a  peace  with  the  bifhop,  which  when  it 
v/as  ieaft  expeóted  took  effecft,  and  proved  fo 
manifeflly  advantageous  to  the  republic,  that 
for  a  moment  the  enemies  of  the  de  Witts 
were  filenced,  and  the  great  fervices  of  the 
two  brothers  were  univerfally  confefs'd'. 

A  little  after  the  penfionary  de  Witt  was 
again  appointed  one  of  the  deputies  for  the 
management  of  the  fleet,  and  in  fitting  it  to 
fea  he  ufed  fuch  expedition,  that  on  his  re- 
turn to  the  Hague ^  he  received  the  thanks 
of  the  ftates^.  On  the  t  of  "June  1666, 
htippened    the   famous    battle    between    the 

Dutch, 

^  As  to  this  alliance,  the  reader  may  confult  Sir  William 
Tevip/e^ s  letters,  and  Le  C/ejr,  vol.  3.  p.  101. 
'  De 'a  Neuviile,  lib.  12.  c.  11. 
^  Hilloire  de  C  &  J.  de  Witt,  vol.  i.  p.  459. 
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Dutcl\  under  the  command  of  de  Ruyter 
and  Trompt  and  the  EngUpj^  under  prince 
Rupert  and  the  duke  oï  Albemarle  \  and  on 
this  occafion  the  penfionary  was  fent  by  the 
flate  to  take  a  fidl  account  of  the  whole 
affair,  that  they  might  be  the  better  enabled 
to  do  judice  to  every  one  according  to  his 
merit.  In  the  execution  of  this  commiflion, 
M.  dc  Witt  drew  up,  from  the  beft  authorities 
he  could  obtain,  an  exa6t  account  of  thofe 
three  days  fight,  which  is  juflly  efteemed  a 
mafler-piece  in  its  kind,  and  will  ever  remain 
a  proof  of  his  being  as  capable  of  recording 
great  exploits,  as  of  atchieving  them  ^  He 
was  fcarce  returned  to  the  Hague  after 
making  this  enquiry,  before  he  was  called 
again  on  board  the  fleet  on  a  lefs  pleafing  oc- 
cafion. Another  battle  had  been  fought 
^,  in  which  the  Dutch  had  fuffered  Ye- 
'Merely  ;  and  which  was  worfe,  their  admi- 
rals threw  the  blame  upon  each  other. 
Tromp  accufed  de  Ruvter  j  de  Ruyter  threw 
all  the  blame  upon  Tromp-,  as  if  the  flates 
could  fee  with  no  eyes  but  thofe  of  M.  de 
IVitt^  he  was  immediately  difpatched,  with 
other  commi'Tioner?,  to  look  into  this  un- 
lucky bufmefs,  and  to  report  the  thing  as  it 
appeared  to  them,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly ;  and  upon  this  admiral  Tromp  was  laid 
aiide  •". 

d  4  I 

\  This  entire  relation  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  fecond 
volume  of  the  hillory  ol"  the  de  Witts. 

Z"  See  count  WEjlrade^  letter  to  the  French  king,  dated 
■Aug^  12,  1666.  and  tlic  penfionary  de  WitC%  letters  on  that 
Ail;jcct. 
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I  fl:iall  not  enter  here  into  the  profecutioti 
of  M.  Buatj.'wfio.  was   beheaded    for    be-' 
traying  the  councils  of  iLate,  though  this  af- 
fair was  difcove.'ed  by  M.  de  JVitt,  becaufc* 
it  is   pretty   generally  known  ,    and  though 
many   refle<5tions  have  been  caft  upon   the 
penfionary,  yet  as  the  evidence  againfl  him 
was  perfedtly   clear,    and  indeed  in  a  great 
ineafure  under  his  own  hand,   one   cannot 
but  be  fatisfied  that  this  clarriour  was  purely 
the  cfFeös  of  party".     That  it  had  very  little 
effed:  on   thofe  who  were  the  bed  judges, 
appears  from  his  being  fent  immediately  af-: 
terwaids  fole  deputy  to  the  fleet,  where  he 
commanded  in  chi-l  for  fome  time,  and  then 
returned  to  the  Hagtie^  where  very  foon  af- 
terwards he    concluded   the   quadruple  alli- 
ance between  the  republic  on  one  fide,  thel 
king  of  Denmark^  the  eleclor  of  Branden"- 
burgh  J  and  the  duke  of  Liinenburgh  on  the 
other,  whereby  ail  the  differences  betweea 
thofe  princes  were  abfolutely  adjufled,   and 
the  penfionary  received  thereupon,  >not  only 
the  thanks  of  the   ftates   general,  but  alfo.: 
the  complements    of  all  the    foreign    nai- 
niflers  ". 

The  war  with  England  began  ncW  to  be 
confidered  by  all  the  provinces,  except  ti.at  oE 
Holland^  as  an   intolerable  burden  j  and  the 
penfionary  finding  that  the  ftorm  bore  heavy 
upon  him,  and  that  he  was  generally  pointed 

out 

"  Jitzmat  lib.  46.  p.    839.    Yet  his  death  was  Ileadiljr;; 
oppofed  by  tiie  province  oï  Zealavd.  ^'  i-Ai~^\  -  - 

-  Hiftoire  de  C.  &  J.  do  Witt,  vol,  2.  p.  71.  .  ,'   a 
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out  as  the  great  enemy  of  peace,  fhewed  an 
inclination  to  embrace  ir.  on  reafonable  terms  p. 
But  when  King  Charles  propofed  treating  of 
the  peace  at  the  Hague,  it  alarmed  the  pen- 
fionary  not  a  little,    from  an  apprehenfion, 
that  if  the  Eiiglijh  minifters  were  there,  they 
might  enter  into  intrigues  with  the  deputies 
to  the  ftates  general,  which  might  have  been 
of  dangerous  confequence,   and  therefore  it 
was  rejecfted,  and  the  town  of  Breda  propo- 
fed j  to  which  the  ambaffadors  both  of  the 
king  and  of  the  ftates  reforted ''.    But  as  they 
found  it  by  experience  no  fafe  thing  to  rely 
cither  upon  king  Charles  or  upon  king  Lrwh, 
they  thought  fit  to  equip  early  a  ftout  fleet, 
on  board  which  the  Riiard  Vajj  Putten^  with 
other  deputies,  was  to  command  in  chief'. 
But  as  the  provinces  did  not  think  fit  to  name 
their  deputies,    the  Ruard  took   his  poft  on 
board  the  fleet,  and  commanded  it  alone  ^ 
All  the  world  knows  that  it  was  at  this  time, 
and  by  the  contrivance  of  Cornelius  de  Witt^ 
that  they  executed  the  famous  defign  of  en- 
tering  the  river  of  l^bames,  and  burning  our 
(hips  2X  Chatham,  which  it  is  certain  ruined 
the  reputation  of  king  Charles  II.  and  raifed 
that    of  the    ftates    general  to  a   tery  great 
height  ^     We    need   not  v/onder   therefore 

that 

•>  Bafnage,  Le  Clerc,  De  la  Neuvüle. 
\^',  Kenned  hiflory  o^  England,  Burnet,  Bafnage,  Sec. 
.f,Hiftoire  de  Corneille  &  Jean  de  Witt,  vol.  11.  p.  8i. 
•  Ke  embarked   on  June  6,   1667,  and  as   he  reprefented 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Itates,  extraordinary  honours  were  paid 
him,  which  ferved  to  heighten  the  envy  of  the  enemies  of  the 
de  Wilis. 
\  Bafnage,  Le  Clerc,  De  la  Neuville. 
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that  Cornelius  de  Witt,  received  compliments 
from  all  quarters,  that  the  flates  general^ 
(hould  pafs  a  vote  of  thanks,  as,  they  did  on' 
the  13th  of  Sept.  1667  J  or  that  the  ilates  or 
Holland  (hould  make  him,  in  conjun6tion 
with  M.  de  Ruyter,  each  a  prefent  of  a  gold, 
cup }  or  that  the  tovi^n  of  Dort  fhould  re- 
ceive him  at  his  return  thither  with  extraor- 
dinary, and  perhaps  extravagant  marks  of 
joy  and  fatlsfadlion,  which  however  did  him 
little  fervice  in  fucceeding  times ". 

In  the  meantime  the  peace  was  negociating 
at  Breda^  where  it  was  refolved  to  conclude 
it,  in  order  to  draw  the  fleet  of  the  ftates 
from  the  Englijlj  coafls,  fo  that  this  looked 
like  forcing  Ri gland  into  a  peace  j  and  tl;ere- 
upon  the  fpirits  of  the  ffatcs  were  full  as 
much  raifed  as  thofe  of  the  iJe  Witts,  ïqï- 
they  pretended  thenceforward  to  give  la w4 
to  Europe  J  and  to  prefcribe  bounds  to  the 
Fr<:w/^  king's  ambition  "" .  This  was  indeed  a 
very  delicate  enterprife,  and  required  all  tHq 
penetration  and  addrefs  of  our  great  ftatef- 
man,  who  finding  the  court  oï  England  ,i^t 
that  time  well  inclined,  and  perfecUy  ap- 
prized of  the  danger  of  the  French  king*'? 
over-runuing  the  SpatiifJj  Netherlands,  de- 
vifed,  in  conjunólion  with  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple, the  means  of  covering  thefe  provinces 
before  the  French  king   fliould  fo  much    as 

fufpeól 

"  Hiftoire  de  Corneille  &  Jean  de  Witt,  where  all  thefe 
particulars  are  largely  infilled  upon  ;  and  we  have  a  parti- 
cular account  of  the  poems  and  panegyrics  compofed  on  this 
occafion  in  Vol.11,  p.  185.  ' 

^^  De  la  Ncuville,  Lib.  xfi. 
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fufpe(5l  there  was  any  negociation  fet  on  foot 
for  that  purpofe  j  in  which,  by  his  prodi- 
gious dexterity  and  abfolute  command  of  his 
temper,  hejhappily  fucceeded".  While  thefe 
fchemes  were  carrying  on  the  penfionary 
thought  there  could  fcarce  happen  a  fitter 
conjundure  for  his  carrying  into  execution 
the  great  defign  of  the  warm  republicans, 
and  therefore  now  he  brought  on  the  eftab- 
Ji(hing  of  that  which  was  called  the  perpetual 
edi'it,  whereby  the  office  of  ftadtholder  was 
for  ever  extinguiflied,  and,  as  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  the  liberty  oi Holland  fixed  on  a  eterw 
nal  bafis  ^  This  edidt  is  dated  the  5th  of 
Auguflj  1667,  but  it  was  not  abfolutely  con- 
firmed until  the  December  following  *. 

The  French  king  continuing  his  refolution 
of  attacking  the  low  countries,  Sir  William 
temple  was  fent  over  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1668  to  finiili  the  negociations  that  had 
been  fecretly  carried  on^.  He  prefented  his 
letter  of  credence  on  the  8th  of  7<^;/z/^r)',  and 
he  figned  the  triple  alliance  on  the  13th  ••. 
This  alliance  between  England^  Snvcden  and 
Holland  h'ddtht  defired  eifcvft,  and  if  it  had 
never  been  diilolved  Europe  had  remained 
fafe,  in  fpite  of  all  the  pernicious  fchemes  of 
Lewis   the  fourteeenth  ^     Thou2[h   we   are 

fo 


f  D'EJirade'%  and    Tenrplis    Letters,    Bafnage^     Le   Cler(. 
ice. 

y  Hiftoire  de  Corneille  &  Jean  de  Witt,  Vol.  IT.  p.  zi^z, 

*  Bafnage,    Le  Clerc,    &C. 

*  See  TV/w/i/f's  memoirs,  Burnet,  znd  Ü\e  Examen, 
>>   Le  Clerc.    Vol.  JI  [.  p.  221 . 

*  ^emplii  letters,   Keiinet,   Burnet,  &c. 
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fo  much  ilrcightened  ïc:  room  in  thefe  me- 
moirs, yet  it    feems  r/ijfolutely  necefTary  to 
take  noticf  of  a  grand  entertainment  given  by 
the  penfionary  de  Witt  on   the  conclufion  of 
this   treaty".     It   fell   out  on   the    third    of 
February  1668,  and  amongft  the  other  giiefts, 
there    were  invited  the   prince    of  Orange^ 
prince  Maurice  of  Naffau^    and  Sir  William 
Temple^'     There  was  a  bdl    in  the  evening 
which  was  opened  by  the  prince   of  Orange, 
but  two  things  particularly  furprized  all  who 
■  were  prefent;  the  firft,  that  the  penfionary 
de  Witt  danced  the  beft  of  any  man  there  ^ ; 
the  fecond,    that  fo  many  tokens  of  friend{hip 
and    efteem    pafTed    between    him   and   the 
prince  of  Orange,  infomuch   that  when  the 
company  broke  up,  the   penfionary  attended 
his  highnefs  to  his  coach,  where  he  converfed 
with  him  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  juft 
before  he  drove  away,  the  prince  was  heard 
to  exprefs  himfelf  in  thefe  words :     "  Sir,  I 
am  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  your  affeöion 
*'  towards   me,  and  I    promife    you  that  I 
"  iliaii  never  be  wanting  in  fuitable  returns 
*'  of  gratitude  to  you  and  to  your  family, 
**  upon  all  occafions  fo  long  as  I  live  s." 

In  the   midft  of  thefe  fatigues  the   15th 
year  of  M.  d^  W^itfs  miniftry  expired,  and 
he   thereupon   teflified  a    defire  of  refigning, 
but  the  ftates  preifed  him,  fo  warmly  to  exe- 
cute 

.  •'  Of  which,  with  2;reat  reafon,  he  took  the  honour  to  himfelf, 
and  by  this  ttep  expofed  himTelf  to  the  hatred   of  the  French. 
^  To  fhew  that  this  alliance  had  made  a  coalition  of  parties. 
'  A  proof  that  it  was  his  temper  to  excel  ia  every  thing, 
s  Hiltoire  de  Corneills  &  Jean  de  Witt.     Vol.  II.  p.  256. 
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cute  the  office  of  grand  pcnfionary  for  five 
years  longer,  that  he  coi  'i   not  refill  their 
foUicltations,  though  he  abolutely  refufed  a 
prefent  of  a  large  fum  of  money  that  was  in- 
tended him''.     On  the  17th  of  J  id  f  166S, 
he  entered  on  the  laft  five  years  of  his  admi- 
niflration,  his   appointment   being   increafed 
Trom    three   to  feven   thoufand  guilders  per 
^anniim  ;  and  withal   he  had  a  prefent  made 
'him   of  fifteen  thoufluid    by  the   nobles   of 
Holland  in  confidcruion  of  the  Ions:  and  faith- 
ful   fervices   he   had  rendered  to  the  ftate  '. 
In  the  beginning  of  1669  xh^Fj-encb  renewed 
their  intrigues  in  Hol/ardhi  order  to  procure 
the  breach  of  the   triple  alliance,  at  hrft  in- 
deed without   fuccefs,  but  afterwards,  when 
it   was  known  that  the  fyftem  of  affairs  was 
changed  in    England^    the   French   fchemes 
were    more   fuccefsful,  but    this  was    fo  far 
from  being  agreeable  to   the  penfionary,  that 
he  went   into  it  with  great  reluftancy,  and 
not  'till  many  of  his  old  friends  were  abfolutely 
drawn  over  to  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of 
Orange  ^.     As  a  full  proof  of  this,  we  need 
only  confider  the  extraordinary  confidence  re- 
pofed  in  Sir  William  'Temple^  with  refped:  to 
a   difference  which   had  arifen  between  the 

crown 

^  This  prefent  was  no  lefs  a  fum  than  löo.ooo  guilders, 
and  the  method  taken  by  the  penfionary  to  decline  it  was  very 
lingular  ;  he  engaged  the  deputies  of  his  own  town  qï  Dort  to 
oppofe  it,  and  thus  he  avoided  the  envy  which  muft  have  at- 
tended uich  a  prefent,  and  the  vanity  that  would  have  appeared 
in  a  perfonal  refufal  of  it. 

»  Hifloirede  Corneille  d-  Jean  de  Witt,  Vol.  II.  p.  270. 

^  PufFendorf.  Rerum  Brand.  Lib.  XI.  Balnage,  Le  Clerc^ 
^c.  See  alfo  Temple's  Letters,  and  the  firll  Volume  oïBurnet'i 
Hiilory  of  his  own  Times. 
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crown  of  Portugal  and  the  republic  about  a 
debt  due  from  the  former  to  the  latter  of 
2,500,000  cruzado's,  the  method  of  pay- 
ing which  was  referred  to  Sir  William ^ 
who  decided  it  fo  as  to  receive  the  thanks  of 
the  Fortiigueze  ambalfador,  as  well  as  of  M. 
deWitt  in  the  name  of  the  ftates'. 

It  is  to  be  obierved,  that  the  penfionary  de 
Witt  went  no  farther  with  the  French  mi- 
niilry  than  to  credit  the  profeffions  which 
they  made  in  the  name  of  their  mafter,  and 
to  endeavour  to  adjuft,  by  way  of  negotiation, 
the  difputes  which  that  crown  had  artfully 
llarted  with  the  Hates.  But  in  the  mean 
it  me,  the  French  had  carried  their  point  in 
England^  and  Charles  the  fecond  made  fuch 
alterations  in  his  miniftry  as  put  public  af- 
fairs entirely  into  the  hands  of  men  who  were 
equally  his  fubjeds  enemies  and  his  own"". 
This  miniftry  will  be  infamous  to  all  polterity 
by  the  name  of  the  CABAL,  and  was 
compofed  of  papifts,  fed:aries,  and  atheifts, 
penfioners  to  France  while  at  the  head  of 
the  BritijJd  government,  and  confpirators 
againll  their  king  whilfl  they  fat  in  his  privy- 
council.  Thefe  were  the  men  who  brought 
about  that  monftrous  conjunöion  between 
England  2ind.  France^  to  the  ruin  oï  Holland^ 
contrary  to  the  interefl:  of  the  EngUjh  nation, 
in  diiecl:  violation  of  treaties,  and  accompa- 
nied with  fuch  bafe  and  black  circumftances, 
that  even  thofe  who  had   the  wickedncfs  to 

contrive 

'  Hifioire  de  Corneille  &  Jean  de  Witt,  Vcl.  II,  p   309. 
*  See  TeaipWi  Memoirs,  Burnet,  Kenr.et,  Sec. 


and  John    d  e  W  i  t  t.  Ixiii 

contrive  it  had  not  the  impudence  to  avow 
it,  but  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  deljgns 
as  long  as  pofflble  by  the  vileft  proftitution  of 
their  own  and  their  country's  honour,  giving 
the  ftrongeft  aflurances  to  France  of  their  re- 
folution  to  deftroy  the  ftate,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  protefling  in  Holland  the  fincerity  of 
their  affedion  for  the  republic  ". 

The    penfionary  de  JVitty  though  he  was 
not  entirely  blinded  by  the  delufive  reprefen- 
tations  of  Prance  and  England^  yet  it  is  cer- 
tain  that  it  was  a   long    ime  before  hè  per- 
ceived in  how  great  danger  the  republic  flood. 
The  regard  he  had  for  Sir  IVilliam  ^emple-^ 
and  his  confidence  in  the  declarations  made  by 
him,  kept  this   fl:atefman    long  in  fufpence, 
and  the  great  confideration  he  had   for  the 
Frfw^r/j  embafTador  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  keeping  him  fixed  in  thefe  fentiments, 
notwithltanding  the  ftrong  appearance  there 
was  of  foul  dealing  ^     Befides  the  prince  of 
Orange  being  introduced  into  the  council  of 
ilate,    his  party   gained  ground  daily,    and 
there  were  likewife  fo  many  who  were  grown 
jealous  of  the  penfionary's  authority,  that  he 
found  himfelf  fcarce  at  liberty  to  aót,  when 
he  dilcerned  the  danger  ;  but  however  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  diligently  to  the   putting  both 
the  fea  and  land   forces  of  the  republic  into 
the  beft  condition  poffible,  in    which   he  met 
not  with  more  diificulties  Irom  the  avowed 

oppofition 

»  temi>le^%  Letters,  Reres.hf%  Memoirs,  and  the  Examen  by 
Roger  North  Efq; 

"  7emplé'%  Letters,  Bafnage^  Le  Clerc,  &c. 
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oppofition  of  his  enemies  than  from  the  dif- 
ferences and  intrigues  which  broke  out  among 
his  friends,  who  could  not  help  difputing 
about  pofts  and  preferment,  when  the  very 
being  of  the  ftate  was  in  danger,  and  thereby 
facrihced  not  only  the  intereft  of  the  repub- 
lic to  their  private  views,  but  alfo  their  own 
intereft,  as  friends,  to  the  eftablifhment  then 
fubfifting,  and  the  exclulion  of  the  power  of 
a  lingle  perfon,  in  the  direction  of  the  com- 
monwealth p. 

The  ftate  was  at  this  time  torn  by  three 
different  fadions.  The  firft  were  for  re- 
floring  the  old  government,  and  placing  the 
prince  of  Orange  at  the  head  of  the  republic 
adorn'd  with  the  fame  title,  and  invefled  with 
the  fame  power  that  his  anceflors  had  en- 
joyed. The  fecond,  which  were  at  that  time 
filled  the  fadion  of  the  De  Witts,  were  for 
keeping  clofe  to  the  perpetual  edict,  and  ex- 
tinguifhing  the  fladtholderfliip,  which  they 
looked  on  as  an  office  incompatible  with  the 
freedom  of  the  flate.  Tiiefe  were  generally 
held  direft  enemies  to  the  prince  of  Orange, 
whereas  they  certainly  meant  him  v/ell,  only 
they  thought  they  were  oblig'd  to  mean  their 
country  betterj  the  two  great  offices  of  cap- 
tain-general and  admiral  they  were  content 
his  highnels  fhould  poffefs,  provided  he  took 
the  ulual  oath  for  abjuring  the  fladtholderfl:iip, 
and  this  they  judged  was  as  much  power  as 
the  commonwealth  could  lodge  in  the  hands 
of  a  fmgle  perfon  fafely.     The  third   party 

P  Hiftoire  de  Corneille  &  Jean  de  Witt,  Vol.  II.  p.  339. 
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were  a  kind  of  trimmers,  who  from  principle 
favour'd  the  De  Witts^  but  to  gratify  private 
refentments,  or  for  the  fake  of  prefent  conve- 
niences, could  fometimes  go  along  with  the 
other  party.  Thefe  lajd  were  by  far  the  leaft 
powerful,  and  yet  by  a  well  or  rather  ill  timed 
ing,  they  conftantly  turn'd  thefcale  ''. 

When  the  war  appear'd  to  be  inevitable, 
the  flates  of  Holland  firfl:,  and  afterwards  the 
flates-general  eleded  the  prince  of  Orange 
captain  and  admiral-general,  in  the  latter  end 
oi  February  1672,  and  in  that  quality  he  foon 
after  took  his  feat  in  the  affemblyof  the  ftates, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  oath  for  abjuring 
the  fladtholderfhip,  which  within  a  few 
months  after  he  accepted.  This  was  certainly 
againft  the  penfionary's  judgment,  fince  he 
would  rather  have  given  his  highnefs  that 
command  in  a  time  of  peace.  To  attain  this 
great  offers  were  made  to  the  king  of  E?igland. 
He  was  promis'd  fatisfadion  as  to  the  flag, 
the  redrefs  of  all  the  grievances  complained  of 
by  his  fubjeds  in  the  Eajl  and  IVeft  Indies ^ 
and  as  a  proof  of  their  fincerity  in  this  refpedt, 
the  ftates  ordered  all  the  gilding  on  the  Royal 
Charles  to  be  taken  off,  and  as  far  as  in  them 
lay,  to  extinguilli  all  memory  of  what  had 
pafTed  at  Chatham^  they  ofFer'd  to  recall  the 
medals  ftruck  on  that  occaflon,  and  to  melt 
down  the  two  golden  cups  given  to  admiral 
Ruyter^  and  the  Ruard  Van  Putten,     Byt  all 

e  this 

<5  This  account  of  the  parties  in  Holland  is  drawn  from  a 
comparifon  of  the  feveral  general  hiftor'e  ,  particular  me- 
moirs and  colleAions  of  Rate  papers  relating  to  thofe  times, 
fifpecially  that  printed  at  Doornick  in  1674. 
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this  came  too  late,  the  French  king  had  made 
the  EnglifJd  miniitry  fenfible  of  his  bounty, 
to  the  Jull  extent^  and  they  repaid  him  by  in7 
volving  their  mailer  firll  in  an  attempt  on 
the  Sinyr?ia  fleet,  and  then  in  an  open  war, 
which  was  declared  in  the  latter  end  oi  March, 
in  conjunction  with  Frajice  \ 

The  Itates  in  this  diilrels  appointed  deputies 
to  go  to  the  army,  and  at  the  fame  time 
named  Cornelius  de  Witt  fole  deputy  on  board 
the  fleet,  to  which  he  went  immediately,  and 
was  attended  there  with  a  guard,  and  all  othe? 
marks  of  fovereignty,  as  reprefenting  the 
ftates  general.  He  behaved  bravely  in  th^ 
battle  oi  Southwold-Bay\  fitting  on  the  deck 
of  the  admiral  and  giving  orders,  under  his 
canopy  furrounded  by  halberdeers.  -  But  this 
pomp  did  him  hurt,  for  the  people  at  Dort 
were  fo  provoked  at  the  fight  of  thefe  unufual 
honours,  that  they  not  only  abus'd  him^ 
when  he  retired  thither  from  the  fleet,  on 
account  of  a  fit  of  flcknefs,  but  alfo  broke  into 
the  town-houfe,  v/heie  they  cut  to  pieces  a 
fine  pid:ure  of  the  expedition  at  Chatham^ 
and  having  fever'd  the  head  of  the  figure  of 
M.  De  Witt  from  the  body,  they  carried  it 
out  and  nailed  it  to  the  gallows '.  On  the  i  ith 
QÏytme  the  fame  year,  the  penfionary  De  Witt 

was 

*■ 'See  Vol.  III.  of  the  compleat  hiftory  o{  England,  by  bi- 
Öiop  Kennet;  billiop  Parker'' s  memoirs  of  his  own  times.  But' 
net't  .Echard,  but  above  all  'Teniple\  memoirs  and  letters. 

*"  It  is  reported,  that  king  Charles  s'.as  reprefented  at  the  feet 
of</^  Witt,  if  fo,  it  was  undoubtedly  a  glaring  in  itance  of  folly, 
but  oi  whole  folly  ?  Why  of  thole  who  now  pull'd  it  down, 
and  who,  at  the  time  theyerefted  it,  weiejuit  as  mad  as  when 
ïliey  tore  it  to  pieces. 
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was  aflaffinated  at  the  Hague ^  by  four  per- 
fons,  one  of  whom  was  an  advocate,  his  name 
yacob  Vandergraej\  who  was  taken  and  loft 
his  head  for  it  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month. 
He  faid  at  the  place  of  execution,  "  that  he 
"  made  a  foiemn  prayer  to  God  before  he  at- 
**  ta'cked  the  penfionary,  that  if  he  was  fuch 
*^  a  one  as  he  thought  him,  he  might  fuc- 
"  ceed,  and  if  otherwife,  that  he  might  lofe 
**  his  own  hfe.'"  The  other  three  allaiüns 
fled  to  the  prince  of  Oranges  army^'  where 
they  were  fafe.  After  this  attempt,  in^which 
the  penfionary  was  dangeroufly  wounded,' the 
ftates,  at  his  requeft,  gave  him  a  coadju- 
tor'. 

Soon  after  this  acft  of  violence  there  hap- 
pened a  tumult  at  Dorf,^  in  which  thé  peö^ 
pie  declared  they  would  have  the  prince  of 
Orange  for  ftadtholder,  and  obliged  ivyO  of 
their  magiftrates  to  go  and-  invite  his  highnefs 
thither.  The  prince  of  Orange  waS  then  at 
the  head  of  the  army,  where  his  prefenee  was 
abfolutely  neceffary,  yet  he  had  the  goodnefs 
to  accept  of  this  invitation  ;  atid  on  his. arri- 
val the  people  rofe  again  and  obliged  the  coun- 
cil to  declare  him  ftadtholder,  tho'  he  had 
fworn  never  to  accept  that  office.  It  Hap- 
pened that  Cornelius  de  Witt  was  ftill  at  Tiort^ 
ftck  of  the  diftemper  on  account  of  which  he 
■had  left  the  fleet.  To  make  the  thing  yet 
ftronger  they  would  needs  have  him  fign  the  aót 

e  2  for 

^  There  was  one  Bornelagh  anothef  of  the  afiaffins,  who  was 
not  only  allowed  to  keep  his  place  of  poft-malter  at  the  A'<7g-w, 
bat  hadihereverfxonofitgiventohislon.     LeClerc,  Vol.  ill. 
p.  289. 
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for    declaring   the     prince   ftadthoider,    and 
obliged  the  magiflrates  to  carry  it  to  him  for 
that   purpofe,  but   he  rejedted    the  propofal 
with  a  generous  difdain,  and  when  they  en- 
^deavour'd  to  frighten  him  into  it,  by  obferv- 
ing  to  how  great  danger  his  refufal  muil  ex- 
pofe  him,  he   anfwer'd,  "  la   the   laft  fea- 
**  fight  I  heard  fo  many  balls  whiftle  about 
*'  my  ears  that  I  am  no  longer  afraid  of  them, 
^•*  and  I  had  rather  receive  my  death's  wound 
**  than  play  in  fuch  a  manner  with  the  oath 
"  I  have  taken,  byfetting  my  hand  to  fuch 
"  a  writing".     Yet   at  laft,  moved   by   the 
prayers   and  entreaties  of  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, he  fubfcribed  ;  adding  after  his  name, 
^^the  letters  V.  C.  /.  e.  Fi  coaSius  ;    conftrain'd 
by  force ;  but  this  being  perceived  by  one  of 
the  minifters  who  came  with  them,  he  was 
forc'd  to  put  thefe  letters  out  again  ". 

The  example  of  Dort^  was  very  foon  fol- 
lowed by  moft  of  the  other  towns  in  the  pro- 
vince, and  every  fedition  arofe  from  thefe  pre- 
tences, that  ihtDe  Witts  plundered  the  ftate, 
and    the   prince  of  Orange   was   not    ftadt- 
,,  holder.     On  the  2d  of  Juljy  the  ftates    of 
^'Zealand  removed  the  latter  of  thefe  caufes, 
,  and  the  very  next  day  the  ftates  oï  Holland 
repealed  the  perpetual  ediót  and  declared  the 
prince  their  ftadtholder  alfo,  which  dignity  he 
^  very   readily   received"^.     The  cries   of   the 
,  people  againft  the  de  Witts  became  louder  and 
^'i.iouder,  and  that  they  might  not  fcem  to  cla- 

mouf, 

*  Hiftoirede  Corneille&  John  de  Witt,  Vol.  II.    P-4)f9- 
•^  Le Clerc,  Tom,  III.  p.  29 1 . 
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mour  without  caufe,  they  gave  out  that  the 
penfionary  had  diverted  the  lecret  fervice  mo- 
ney to  his  own  ufe,  and  had  thereby  defrauded 
the  ftate  of  above  80,000  guilders  a  year. 
The  penfionary  upon  this  applied  himfelf  to 
the  prince,  and  befought  him,  fince  all  power 
was  now  in  his  hands,  to  fupprefs  thefe  info- 
lencies,  and  to  do  hitn  juftice  to  the  people. 
J  His  highnefs  anfwer'd  with  his  ufual  cold- 
"Vicfs,  that  as  to  libels  the  penfionary  mufl 
lea  n  to  bear  then:i  as  he  had  done  ;  and  as  to 
doing  him  juflice,  it  was  not  in  his  power, 
fince  he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  This 
anfwer  had,  as  might  have  been  expedled,  a 
bad  effed-,  as  it  feemed  to  give  fome  degree 
of  credit  to  the  charge ''.  The  penfionary  how- 
ever foon  manifefted  his  innocence  by  pre- 
' 'Tenting  a  memorial  to  the  ftates-general, 
wherein  he  fuggefted,  that  tho*  the  difpofal 
of  the  fecrct-fervice  money  had  heretofore  aU 

*  Vays  belong'd  to  his  offic'^,  yet  he  had  never 
'  Tneddled  wiih  it,  from  a  forelightofwhat  might 
'  "happen,  and  for  the  truth  of  this,  he  appeal'd 
'"'to  their  noble  mightinefles  the  ftates  of  Hol^ 

^iajid^   who  having  verified  this  alTertion,  he 
«'was  declared  innocent  of  this  charge. 

The  prince  of  Orange^  when  rais'd  to  the 
^'io  long  fought  for  honour  of  iladtholder, 
"'Would  willingly  have  gain'd  the  penfionary 
^de  IVltt  to  his  party,  and  to  that  end,  he  em- 

*  ployed  fome  of  his  beft  friends  to  break  the 

■  ^'*  ^^^  e  -i  matter 

i  This  is  the  judgment  of  all  impartial  hiftorians,  who  una- 
Tifmouily  agree,  that  this  llep  was  taken  on  purpofe  to  counte- 
nance the  out-cry  of  the  people,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  mor- 
tif>'  the  Ds  IVitts. 
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matter   to    the   penfionary,    who    anfwer'd, 

"  that  his  highnefs  did  him  a  great  deal  of 

**  honour,  but  that  he  was  fenlible  it  was  not 

*'  in  his  power  to   do  the  prince  any  fervice. 

\"  The  people,  faid  he,  hate  me,  and  their  ha- 

*V  trcd  mufl.be  the  more  violent  as  it  is  abfo- 

'*  lutelv  without  a  caufe.  Thev  will  therefore 

"  difiike  every  thing  that  pafles  through    my 

"  hands,  andinftead  of  yielding  anyafliftance 

"  to  his  highnefs,  I  fliall  be  a  conftant  dead 

"  weight  on  his  interell.     As  to  the  compli- 

**  ment  he  is  pleafed  to  make  me,  that  my 

"  authority  under  a  fladthoider  ihall    be   as 

"  great  as  it  was  before,  it  is  what  I  leafl:  de- 

**  iire.     I   never  fought   power,    but    as    it 

"  might  enable  me  to    ferve    my   country, 

V  and   I   fincerely   wifh    that    his  highnefs 

**  may    be   able     to    render    the      republic 

"  greater  and   more  fuccefsful  fervices,  and 

*/  that  from  a  heart  as  faithful,  and  as  warm 

"  V\fith  zeal."     To  fhew  however  how  eafily 

he  could   acquiefce  in  whatever  appeared  to 

be  the  v.'ill  of  his  fovereigns,  he  went  on  the 

firft  of  Augiijiy  which   was  the  day  after  his 

firfl  going  abroad  fince  his  being  affaffinated, 

to  wait   upon  the  prince  of  Orange^  in  order 

to  felicitate   him  on  his  being  railed  in   the 

ilatholderfliip.       His  highnefs  received   him 

very  dryly,  and  though  he  converfed  with  him 

an  hour,  yet  the  penfionary  faw  plainly,  that 

it  was   impofhble  to  gain  his  friendfliip,  but 

at  the  expence  of  being  his  creature  ^ . 

On 

y  HiHoire  de  Corneille  &  jean  de  Witt,  Vol.  II.  p.  472. 
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On  the  4th  of  Auguft  Mr.  Joh?t  de  Witt 
addrefled  himfelf  to  the  flates  of  Holland ^  in 
order  to  procure  his  difmiffion  from  the  poft 
of  penfionary,  which  they  granted,  after 
they  had  thanked  him  for  his  faithful  fervices 
for  the  fpace  of  19  years.  After  this  he  em- 
ployed his  time  in  drawing  up  a  ftate  of  the 
finances,  for  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  hav- 
ing clean  hands,  he  thought  that  one  who 
had  exercifed  fo  long  the  office  of  firft  mi- 
nifler  to  fo  powerful  a  republic,  ought  not 
only  to  be  guiltlefs,  but  exempt  from  all  fuf- 
picion.  This  was  the  great  thingh he  had  in 
view,  and  this  he  lived  to  accomplifli,  for  he 
fo  little  affected  public  bufmeft,  when  he  faw 
it  was  no  longer  in  his  power  to  benefit  the 
public,  that  tho'  he  was  ftill  a  member  of  the 
great  councilr,  yet  he  very  feldom  went  thi- 
ther, but  deplored  in  fecret  the  misfortunes 
of  his  country,  which  from  the  higheft  pro- 
fperity,  fell  as  it  were,  all  at  once,  to  the 
very  brink  of  ruin  ^ 

It  is  not  (Iridly  my  bufinefs,  and  if  it  were 
I  (hould  not  find  if  very  eafy  to  affign  the 
caufes  of  thofe  mifchiefs  which  befell  Holland 
in  1672.  It  is  clear  that  the  perfidioufnefs 
of  the  French  court,  and  tlie  venality  of  king 
Charles's  miniftcrs,  v/ere  among  the  chief  of 
them,  but  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  the  ftate 
mighr  have  made  much  greater  refiftance 
than  liie  did,  ific  had  not  been  for  her  in- 
tefiine   divifions.     This    it    was   that  fpread 

e  4  that 

'      -     '  ■'  \  WJ    '   '..    .11  • 
'^  See  Bafnage,  he  Clerc,  De   la  Newville,  Erand's  life   of 
d^'  Ruycr,   &:c. 
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that  terror  and  confufion,  which  every  where-, 
appear'd  on  the  invafion  of  the  French,  and 
occafion'd  in   a  few  days  the  lofs  of  places 
that    niigbt  have   withftood   an  enemy   for 
many  months  j  but  the  reader  muft  not  fup- 
pofe  that  this  at  all   weakens  what  our  au- 
thor fuggefts  in  the  enfuing  work''.     Since  he 
there  takes  it  for  granted,  that  men  would 
be  fenfible  of  the  bleiTings  they  poffefs'd,  and 
join  unanimoufly  and  heartily  in   fupporting 
the  government   to  which  they  owed  them, 
and  it  is  upon  this  hypothecs  he  affirms  what 
would  havö^een  found  true,  that  Holland  might 
have  defended  hqrfelf  even  againfl  France. 

_^Icatinotbut  obferve  upon  thisoccafion  that 
the  prince  of  Orange's  party  heightened  thefc 
confufions  in  order  to  ruin  the  de  JVitts.     The 
mob  were  encouraged  to  pull  down  a  houfe 
in  Vi^hich  the  penfionary  was  fuppos'd   to  lie ; 
fick,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  affaffinate 
Cornelius  de  Witt  in  his  houfe  at  Dort,  on  the 
very  fame  day  his  brother  had  been  attacked 
in  the  ftreet.     F  eter  Grot  ins,  the  fon  of  the  . 
great  Hugo,  lately  returned  from  his  embafTy 
'        in  France,  fav'd   his   life  by  flight,  but  his 
houfewas  plunder'd,  and  the  prince  oï Orange 
himfelf  caufed  the  count  de  Mo72tbas,  v/ho  had 
married  the  fifter  of  the  de  Witts  to  be  arrefted ., 
in  his  camp,  and  if  hehadnotefcap'd,  would^ 
have  condemned  him  as  a  traytor,  tho*  hej^^ 
had   behav'd  himfelf  as  bravely  as  any  man  J 

could  ^ 

'  See  xi  and  xii  f^hap.  of  partll.  and  compare  them   with 
xiii.  xiv.  and  xv.  Chapters.  O 


and  J  o  H  N '  è  E  "W  i"*f  *t';  "^  Ixxiit 

could  do,  which  increafed  the  ftorm,;^t^ir 
was  but  already  too  great ''. 

While  the  common  cry  was  ft  rong  againft 
the  de  Witts ^  a  barber  whofe  name  was  Tich^ 
laer^   came   to   the  prince's   camp,   and  in- 
inform'd  the  lord  Zuylejiein^  natural  uncle  to  ■ 
the  prince,  that  Cornelius  de  Witt^  the  antienf^ 
burgomafter  oï Dort,  had  given  him  money,! 
and  promis'd  him   a  great  reward  to  poifori' » 
the  prince,  becaufe,  as   he  faid,  they  could  ;- 
not     otherwife    preferve    their  liberty,    the' 
prince  being  now  made  ftadtholder,  contrary 
to  the  perpetual  edidt  j  and  that  they  might 
come  to   fall    under  a   foreign   power  by  a 
match  betwixt  fome  foreign  potentate  and  t£ 
daughter  of  the  prince,  if  he  fhould    have 
any^     The  barber   having  given  this  upon 
oath,  the  prince  communicated  the  fame  to 
the  court  of  Holland,  who  thereupon  commit- 
ted de  Witt  to  prifon,  and  after  having  exa-^ 
mined  both    parties,  confronted    them,   and 
enquired    into    the  matter    by   torture   and -^ 
otherwife'',  confidering  all  circumftances,  with' 

the;^ 

**  Hiftoire  de  Corneille  &  Jean  de  Witt.     See  alfo  the  me-  j 
jnoirs  of  the  count  de  Mountbas,  publiftied  at  Cologne.  "-_ 

'  This  William  Tuhlaer,  a  barber-furgeon,  was  a  very  in-i 
famous  fellow.     Some   time  before  this,  he  had  turned  away.  >, 
Cornelia  P leunen   his  maid-fervant,  and  inftead  of  her  wages 
gave   her  a  bill  for  bleeding,  tooth-drawing,  ^c.  which  hc- 
fwore  to,  and    fo  got  off.     The  wench,    in   her  paffion,  fai4'l 
he  was  a  perjur'd  villain,  and  had  cheated  her  of  her  wages,  r 
Upon  this,  T'/V/'/afr  brought  his  adion  htïoxQ  xht  Ruard  ijatt' 
Putttn,  for  hislols  of  repucation.      But  the  jury  or  Leen-mannen 
as  the  Dutch  call  them,  found  for  the  defendant,  being  con- 
vinced, tjiey  faid,  (he  fpoke  nothing  more  than  truth. 

■*   Upon  the  oath  of  this  fingle  and  moll  worthy  witnefs,    . 
CorneUui  de  Witt,  who  made  fo  grcajt  a  figure  in  the  ftate,  and 

had 
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the  {leadfafl:  adherence,  when  confronted,  of 
the  barber  to  his  accufation,  and  the  an- 
fwers  of  the  defendant  and  his  defence,  they 
condemned  the  latter  tolofe  all  his  offices  and 
employments,  baniih'd  him  for  ever  out  of 
Holland  and  Wefi-Friejland^  and  order'd  him 
to  depart  as  foon  as  poflible,  without  ever 
returning,  on  pain  of  feverer  punifliment, 
condemned  him  in  cofls  of  fuit,  and  let  his 
accufers   at   liberty  % 

The  wife,  brother  and  friends  of  Cornelius 
de  Witt  prefented  feveral  petitions  and  infor- 
mations to  the  court  to  vindicate  the  defen- 
dant J  infixing  upon  the  fervices  he  had  done 
$0  the  ftate  for  a  great  many  years,  and  that 
he  was  but  jull  returned  home  from  the  fleet, 
where  his  very  enemies  would  bear  witnefs  to 
his  courage  and  condudt.  They  alledg'd  aifq 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  converfation,  as  a  fuf- 
ficient  defence  againll:  this  calumny,  and  re- 
ferr'd  to  the  records  of  feveral  courts,  where 
the  barber  had  been  condemn'd  for  perjury, 
and  fcandalizing  feveral  perfons  of  note,  that 
he  was  under  fentence  at  the  fame  time  for 
a  rape  J  for  which  he  v/as  anfwerable  to  a  court 
of  the  defendant's  jurifdidtion,  who  was 
thereby  entitled  to  his  forfeiture,  for  which 

he 

had  juft  gained  a  vidory  over  the  French  and  Englijh  fleets,  was 
put  to  the  torture ;  and  while  the  hangman  did  his  office,  the 
J?a<2r</ repeated  the  third  ode  of  the  third  book  oi  Horace,  which 
fo  fbrpriz''d,his  judges,  that  they  went  away,  and  left  him  with 
the  fiical  and  executioners,  not  able  to  endure  the  fight  of  a 
man  they  were  about  to  injure  ftill  farther. 
1  '  This  is  the  fentence  tranfcrib'd,  and  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  thofe  who  punifh  him  do  not  declare  him  guilty,  «ven.jt 
their  own  opinions. 
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he  ow'd  the  defendant  a  grudge  ;  that  the  de- 
fendant never  faw  him  but  once,  which  w^s 
foon  after  his  return  from  fea,  when  the  bar- 
ber, after  feveral  appUcations,  was  admitted 
to  his  bed-chamber,  on  pretence  of  having 
fomething  of  importance  to  difcover  to  him, 
without  any  body's  being  by  j  that  Mrs.  de 
Witt  diftruftino;  the  fellow  becaufe  of  his  ill 
looks,  and  becaufe  of  the  univerfal  clamour 
that  was  rais'd  againft  her  hufband  and  his 
brother,  who  had  narrowly  efcaped  being 
murdered  by  affaffins  a  very  little  before,  fhe 
ordered  the  chamber-door  to  be  kept  open, 
and  her  fon  and  fervant  to  ftay  in  the  next 
room,  in  view  of  the  bed  upon  which  h^r 
hufband  lay,  becaufe  of  his  indifpofltion  j 
that  they  heard  all  that  pafs'd  betwixt  her 
hufband  and  the  barber ;  that  the  latter,  after 
fome  difcourfe  about  the  calamities  of  their 
country,  and  the  prefent  poflure  of  affairs, 
faid,  he  had  fomething  to  propofe  to  him,  if 
he  would  keep  it  fecret  and  give  him  affiftance. 
To  wliich  her  hafband  anfvvered,  that  if  what 
he  had  to  propofe  was  good,  he  would  do 
what  he  defired  ;  but  if  otherwife  he  might 
get  him  gone.  To  which  the  barber  replied. 
Since  you  will  not  hear  me^  Sir,  I'll  be  gone. 
And  fo  bidding  him  farewel,  he  was  let  out 
of  the  houfe  by  her  fervant,  after  he  had 
ftaid  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  That  de 
Witt,  refiecfting  upon  what  had  paiTed,  fent 
for  the  town  clerk,  gave  him  an  account  of 
what  the  fellow  had  faid,  and  defired  him, 
fince  he  was  not  able  to  go  himrelf,  that  he 

would 
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would  go  to  the  prefent  burgo-mafter,  and 
get  a  warrant  to  take  up  and  examine  the 
barber.  A  warrant  was  accordingly  taken, 
but  the  witnefs  could  not  be  found  'till  after 

Vhe  had  given  in  his  accufation  upon  oath,  to 
which  he  was  encourag'd  by  the  clamours  of 
the  people  againfb  her  hufband  *". 

•?  It  happen'd  unfortunately  that  the  barber 
being  at  liberty,  and  publifliing  it  loudly  at 
the  Hague,  that  the  Ruard  Van  dutten  had 
been  convifted  on  his  evidence,  the  people 
grew  tumultuous,  efpecially  after  they  heard 
the  fentence,  which  they  faid  was  cruel  if  he 
was  innocent,  and  contrary  to  juiHee  if  he 
was  guilty. When  the  barber  faw  them  in  this 
difpofition  he  trump'd  up  another  tale,  that 
if  they  did  not  prevent  it,  Cornelius  de  Witt 
would  be  quickly  refcued  outof  prifon.  Upon 
this  the  people  inftantly  arm'd,  and  furrounded 
the  place  where  he  was  confined.  It  fell  out 
very  unfortunately  that  the  penfionary,  who 
had  been  fent  for  by  his  brother,  went  to  him, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  friends ;  and  as 
he  was  bringing  him  out  of  prifon,  in  order 
to  depart,  according  to  his  fentence,  a  wo- 
man cried  out  to  the  guard  of  burghers,  who 
flood  before  the  prifon  door,  What  the  Devil  I 
men  J  there's  the  traytors  going  off,  drive  them 
up  again,  or  fir  ike  them  dead.  Upon  which, 
the  guard  order'd  them  both  to  go  up  again, 

v>or  they   would   fire  upon  them  j    and  tho* 

the 

'  All  that  Tzf/t/afr  ofFer'd  on  the  other  fide  was,  that  he  had 
been  injared,  that  the  court  which  condemn'd  him  was  partfal, 
the  jury  perjured  and  himfelf,  notwithllanding  wh^  all  the 
world  faid,  an  honell  man. 


and  Jo'hn   de  Witt. 

the  penfionary  fpoke  to  them  with  authority 
to  forbear,  they  forc'd  them  both  in  again, 
and  oblig'd  their  coach  to  drive  off,  in  which 
-their  father  fat,  in  order  to  have  carried  them 
to  dinner^.     In  mean   time   the  the  tumult 
increas'd,  and   the  report  being  fprcad,  that 
Cornelius  had  efcap'd,  the  people  would  not 
be  pacified  'till  two  of  the  burgo-maHers  and 
four  burghers  went  up  and  fatisfied  them  to 
the  contrary.     The  peniionary  prevail'd  with 
the  magiftrates  to  dine  with  him  and  his  bro- 
ther.    But  in  the  mean  time  all  the  compa- 
nies of  burghers  came  in  arms  about  the  priibn, 
drew  up  in  good  order,  and  would  futter  no 
man  to  go  in,  for  fear  of  an  uproar.     Three 
troops  of  horfe  which  then  lay  m   the  Hague 
alfo  mounted  :    one  of  them  went  to  the 
ufual  place  of  rendezvous,  and  the  other  two 
endeavoured  to  get  into  the  outer  court  of  the 
prifon,  but  the  people  kept   them  off  with 
their  pikes  and  mufkets,  and  the  armed  rabble 
got  up  to  the  tops  of  the  neighbouring  houfes, 
to  fee  that  neither  of  the  de  Witts  fhould 
efcape,  and  perceiving   that  the  officers  (laid 
long  in  the  prifon,  and  apprehending  them 
to  be  murdered,  they  began  to  throw  flones 
and  to  fire  their  pieces  at  the  doors  and  win- 
dows, 

s  We  are  told  in  the  Dutch  relations  of  this  tragedy,  that  a 
perfon  of  too  great  quality  for  the  keeper  to  difpule  with,  came 
in  the  morning,  and  afier  a  fhcrt  interview  with  Cornelius  de 
Witt,  ordered  the  jaylor,  as  if  it  were  at  the  prifoner's  requeft, 
"  to  go  and  bring,  by  all  means,  his  father  and  brother  to  fee 
him.  As  foon  as  A'J.  Cornelius  de  Witt  Uvj  his  brother,  he 
cried  out,  why  came  you  here  ?  and  the  penfionary,  under- 
lUnding  he  had  not  fent  for  ,him,  forefaw  his  own  and  his 
hiuh.Qi'%  fate,  who  Ji.y  en  the  Ltd  crippled  hy  the  tcrture. 
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dows,  'till  the  officers  fpoke  to  them  out  óf 
the  windows,  and  told  them,  all  was  well  ^, 

A  groundlefs  report  was  in  the  mean  time 
/pread,  that  the  mob  of  the  neighbouring 
villages  and  towns  had  taken  arms,  and  were 
coming  to  plunder  the  Hague,  This  in- 
cr^afed  the  tumult,  and  fome  of  the  burghers 
cried  •  out,  We  Jiay  here  to  guard  a  couple  of 
rogues y  who  ivill  certainly  be  rejcued  before  to-r 
tndrrow^  by  force  or  fraud -,  and  ij  they  efcape, 
the  town  will  be  next  day  all  in.  blood  and  con- 
fifmiy  a?id  our  houfes  plunder  d.  Upon  which 
Wany  requeued,  that  the  de  Witts  might  be 
carried  to  the  town-houfe,  where  they  would 
•bp.  kept  fecurely,  without  any  trouble.  Others 
cried  out,  let  us  tie  them  to  the  gibbet  and/hoot 
:théjm.  Upon  which  one  of  the  mob  bid  thera 
fpUow  him,  and  he  would  be  their  leader; 
and  then  with  their  mufkets  and  fmith's 
bammers  they  broke  up  the  doors,  and  came 
to  the  chamber,  where  they  found  the  pen- 
fionary  fitting  upon  the  foot  of  the  bed,  read- 
ing his  bible,  and  his  brother  laid  down  in  bis 
night  gown.  The  penfionary  alk'd  them 
what  they  would  have,  and  why  all  that  vio^ 
lence  ?  one  of  them  anfwer'd,  Tou  mi  ft  walk 
down^  for  we  will  have  your  lives  K  Corne- 
lius 

^  The  magiflrates  applied  early  enough  for  aflillance,  to  the 
prince  of  Orange^  befeeching  him  to  come  to  their  aid,  or  ac 
leafl.  to  fend  them  troops.  The  anfwer  they  received  was,  that 
his  prefenco  v/as  neceflary  in  the  camp,  and  that  for  troops  they 
could  not  be  ipared.  All  this,  and  the  authorities  on  which 
the  fads  are  reported,  the  reader  may  find  in  Le  Clerc,  Tom. 
III. p.  300 — 308.  _  i 

'  it  is  eafy  to  difcern  this  was  a  tumult  under  direüion,  for  i. 
The  guard  was  chang'd.z.  The  mob  w'ere  headed  by  Van  Ban 
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lius    rifing   from    the   bed,,  (poke    roughly 
^to  the  fellow,  and  bid  him  go ''  down  j    but 
.^he  penlionary  feeing  that   no  r  reafon   would 
do,  he  took  his  brother  by  th-e  'hand  to  go 
down  flairs,  where  he  was  wounded  by  a  pike 
over  the  eye ;  upon  which  he  held  up  his  ha<nds 
and  eyes  to  heaven,  recommending  his  foul 
to  God  ;  and  as  he  went  out,  was  fore '4  by 
the  mob  to  the  very  place  where  he  had  been 
aflafhnated  two   months  before,  and   barba- 
rouily  murder'd,  covering   his  face  with  his 
cloak,'  as  defar  did  j  and  his  lail:  words  were, 
'well^mcnl  wcll^    citizens!    and    foon    after 
his  brother  underwent  the  fame  fate.     Upon 
this,  the  companies  retired  under  their  refpedtive 
colours  in   good  order,  while   the  barbarous 
mob  carried  their  dead  bodies  to  the  gallows, 
where  they  hung  the  peniionary  a  foot  higher 
than  his   brother,  and   afterwards  mangling 
their  corps,  cut  their  cloaths  in.  a    thoufand 
pieces,  and  fent  them  about  the   country,  as 
if  they  had  been  trophies  of  a  conquefl ;  and 
fome  of  them  cut  out  large  pieces  of  their 
iielh,  which  they  broil'd  and  eat  ^.     Thus 
fell  thefe   two  great  men  by  popular    fury  ; 
Cornelius  de  Witt  in  the  49th,  and  the  penli- 
onary in  the  47th  year  of  his  age,  both  equally 
zealous  for  the  glory  and  liberty  of  their  na- 
tive 

fhem^  then  a   magiftrate.  3.Tho'   the  ringleaders  were  fo  well 
known,  they  were  never  punifhed. 

^  The  circumflances  of  this  inhuman  butchery  have  been 
very  particularly  recorded.  1\.  has  been  efpecially  oblerved, 
ihat  one  Henry  Verhoof  a  gold-fmith  cut  open  their  bodies 
like  a  butcher,  took  out  both  their  hearts,  carried  them  to  a 
public  houfe  to  feail  the  enemies  ol'the  de  Witts  with  the  fight, 
and  afterwards  kept  them  a  long  time  by  him. 
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tive'  country,  and  formerly  as  much  belov'd, 
as  now  they  were  hated  by  the  people,  who 
look'd  upon  them  to  be  the  caufes  of  all  the 
calamities  with  which  their  country  was  at 
that  time  overwhelm'd  '. 

The  Ruard  van  Putten  left  behind  him  a 
daughter  who  was  afterwards  married  to  her 
couiin  Mr.  yohn  de  Witt^  fon  of  the  penlio- 
nary,  who  gave  fignal  proofs  of  his  extraor- 
dinary abilities,  tho'  to  the  forrow  of  his  rela- 
tions, and  indeed  of  all  who  knew  him,  he 
died  in  the  flower,  of  his  age,  leaving  behind 
him  two  fons  and  a  daughter.  The  names  of 
the  fons  were  Cornelius  and  'John^  and  they 
refembled  in  every  refpecfl  their  grandfather 
fo  nearly,  that  all  the  true  friends  of  their 
country  faw  with  delight  thefc  worthy  repre- 
fentatives  of  a  family,  which  had  done  and 
fufferedfo  much  for  the  faftty  and  liberty  of 
their  country '". 

As  very  unufual  pains  had  been  taken  firft 
to  excite,  and  then  to  augment  that  fpirit  of 
rage  and  fury  which  brought  thefe  great  mento 
fo  undeferved  an  end,  and  as  after  their  deaths 
it  had  been  given  out  that  a  full  difcovery  had 
been  made  of  fome  traiterous  correfpondence 
carried  on  by  the  penfionary  j  the  ftates  of 
Holland  thought  fit  to  appoint  a  folemn  depu- 
tation, who  were  directed  to  feize  and  feal 
-up  all  the  papers  of  the  late  minifter,  and  to 
bring  them  to  the  chancery  of  the  Hague^ 
v/here  they  were  examin'd  by  M.  de  JVitf^ 

fuc- 

'  Bafnage,  I^  Clerc,  dela  Neuville,  &c. 

'-'  iiiftoire  de  C,  &  J.  de  Witt,  Vol.  11.  p,  541. 
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fuccefTör  in  the  öflice  of  keeper  of  the  feals, 
who  declared,  that  he  found  nothing  crimi- 
nal in  any  of  the  penfionary's  papers,  but  on 
the  contrary  msny  frefli  marks  of  his  fidelity, 
and  one  extraordinary  inflance  of  his  care, 
corredtnefs  and  affiduity,  fmce  in  the  whole 
of  his  tranfadlians  for  nineteen  years  there  was 
not  a  fingle  paper  but  whit  was  in  its  proper 
place,  fo  as  that  it  might  be  immediately  re- 
ferred to". 

The  truth  is,  the  virtues  of  thefe  great  men 
Were  fo  refplendent,  and  the  fervices  they 
had  rendered  their  country  fo  many,  and  of 
fuch  high  confequence,  that  when  death  had 
exempted  them  from  the  purfuits  of  envy, 
even  thofe  who  had  perfecuted  them  living, 
did  juftice  to  their  memory.  When  king 
Charles  II.  heard  of  the  death  of  the  de  Witts^ 
he  enter'd  into  a  difcourfe  of  the  hazard  a  man 
run  in  accepting  the  office  of  penfionary. 
"  I  am  heartily  forry,  faid  he,  for  the  fate  of 
"  "John  de  JFitt,  but  he  was  cloath'd  with  thé 
'^  moft  dangerous  character  in  his  country. 
"  That  charader  of  which  Barnccelt  felt  the 
"  pain ;  Paaw  experienced  the  clamours  and 
*'  calumnies,  which  are  ufually  rais'd  againfl 
*'  him  who  enjoys  it,  and  of  which  Cats  alone 
"  enjoy'd  thepleafurc.  This  lafl,  when  he 
"  threw  himfelf  on  his  knees  before  the 
"  flates,  to  procure  his  difn:iifhon,  could  not 
"  forbear  on  their  granting  it,  breaking  out  into 
"  tears  of  joy  that  flow'd  from  a  jull:  fenfe 

f  '         "  of 

•  Ibid.  p.  547. 
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"  of  hls  happinefs  in  efcaping  fafe  and  found 
"  from  fuch  a  poft  °". 

~    The  prince  of  Ora??ge,  who  had  only  a  po- 
litical averfion  for  the  ile  tVitts,  wheij  he  heard 
of  their  barbarous  murder,  inftead  of  fliewing 
the  leaft  approbation  of  it,  or  even  attributing 
their  fate  to  their    own  fault,   reproved  fuch 
as  fpoke  dlfrefpedfully  of  Cornelius  deWi f t^2inA 
then  applying  himfelf  to  a  perfon  of  diftinólion 
who  v/as  near  him  j  *'  We  have  loft,  faidhe^  ill 
"  the  penfionary  a  great  minifter  and  a  great 
"  man.     His  genius  was  equal  to  his  employ- 
"  ments,  and  the  virtues  of  his  private  life 
*'  added  liiftre  to  his  talents  for  public  buii- 
'*  nefsP  ".     His  highnefs  had  reaion  indeed  to 
fay  this,  for  the  peiifionary  de  V/itt  was  much 
more  careful  of  his  education  than  any  of  his 
own  family.     "  I  knoWj  faid  that  great  ftateA 
"  man,  that  the  prince  will  be  one  day  fet  at 
"  the  head  of  affairs,  and  therefore,  outofre- 
*'  gard  for    my  country,  I  would  willingly 
"  contribute,  as   far  as  in  me  lies,  to  his  at- 
**  taining  every   quality  which   may    render 
''  him  equal  to  thofe  employments,  to  which 
"  he  may  be  hereafter  called  \" 

Mr.  Samjm^  who  wrote  the  life  of  king 
William^  has  therein  drrwn  the  following 
chara(fterof  the  penfionary     "  He  v/2iSy  fays 

he 


°  Ibid  p.  547. 
.P  Hilloire  de  Guiüaume  III    Tom.  tl.  p.  421. 

"J  Burnet'' s  Hiilory  of  his  own  times.  Vol.  I.  p.  364,  where 
the  author  fay^,  that  he  had  this  from  the  mouth  of  the  prince 
of  Orange,  who  acknowledged,  that  he  owed  his  perfeék 
knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  Holland  to  the  difcourfes  and  in- 
Ilruüiofts  of  John  de  Witt, 
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he,  **  a  perfon  of  univerfal  abilities,  and  the 
**  greateft  genius  of  his  age,  the  ablefl  poHti- 
"  cian  in  war,  as  well  as  peace,  the  Atlas  of 
"  the  commonwealth,  or  which,  even  his 
"  enemies  look'd  upon  him  as  the  great  oracle. 
**  He  was  induftrious,  vigilant  and  indefa- 
*'  tigable  in  bufinefs,  fober,  modeli,  always 
**  ferious,  but  withal  courteous,  eafy,  afFa-^, 
"  ble  and  agreeable  in  every  thing  he  did. 
"  As  dilinterefted  as  a  man  could  poiiibly  be, 
"  flnce  all  he  propos'd  was  the  prolperity  of 
"  his  country,  and  the  maintainance  of  its 
"  liberty.  Tbo'  he  was  very  eafy  of  accefs, 
"  and  extremely  civil  to  every  body,  yet  he 
"  was  far  from  courting  popularity  by  any 
*/  mean  or  bafe  fubmiiTions  to  the  people. 
"  Always  equal  to  himfelf,  and  never  Ihaken. 
*'  even  amidfl  the  greateil;  misfortunes  :  his 
*'  mind  retain'd  its  ulual  compofure,  and  evea 
"  to  his  laft  breath  he  manifefted  that  heroic 
"  firmnefs  as  fuch  men  are  onlv  capable  of, 
*.'  whofe  confciences  are  void  of  offence.  To 
*'  fum  up  his  character  in  few  words,  I  ihall 
"  iiiVy  that  in  whatever  could  den:ionilrate 
"  either  abilities  of  foul,  or  addrefs  ot  bodv, 
"  he  exceil'd.  He  was  a  2;reat  mathema- 
"  tician,  a  good  philofopher,  and  an  univer- 
"  fal  fcholar.  In  a  word,  he  had  an  exqui- 
"  lite  judgment  and  an  admirable  memory, 
"  at  the  famtc  time  that  he  polIeiTcd,  in  the 
"  highell;  perfeótion,  thofe  qualities  which 
"  books  and  fiudy  never  can  beilow,  and 
"  which  are  however  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
•'  a  minifter  of  ftate,  who  is  at  the  head  of 
f  2  *'  affairs, 
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'*  affairs,  and  who  adminiflers  as  he  did,  in  a 
"  manner  alone,  the  government  of  a  great 
"  repubHc^" 

Bifliop  Buniet  has  given  us  a  very  large 
eharaéler  of  the  peniionary,.  but  it  is  not  very 
exaö:.  He  fays,.,  tliat  he  was  rais'd  to  that 
office  by  that  time  he  was  26,.  whereas  he  was- 
nearer  zS.  He  obfer^es  hewas  defective  in  the 
knowledge  of  modern  hiftoryy  but  the  reader 
will  perceive,  by  the  enfuing  pages,  how  much 
the  prelate  erred  in  that  point,  and  he  erred 
Hill  farther  in  affirming  him  to  have  hated 
the  houfe  of  Orange^  which  it  is  mofl  certaia 
•  he  never  did,  but  lov*d,  as  becam.e  him,  his 
country's  fafety  better  than  the  interefl  or 
grandeur  of  any  princely  family ;  and  to  prove 
this,  one  need  do  no  more  than  cite  the  bi- 
Ihop's  characfler  of  him  at  large,  which  in- 
deed is  fo  particular,  and  contains  fo  many 
curious  circumflanccs,  that  notwithftanding 
thefe  little  flips,  I  fliall  recommend  it  to  the. 
reader's  perufal,. 

After  having  mentioned  his  family,  he 
proceeds  to  tell  us,  '*  that  his  breeding  waS: 
"  to  the  civil  law,  which  he  underftood  very 
"  well.  He  was  a  great  mathematician  ;  and 
**  as  his  Eletnenta  Curvarum  fliew  what  a. 
"  man  he  w^as  that  way  5  fo  perhaps  'no  maa 
"  ever  applied  algebra  to  all  matters  of  trade. 
*'  fo  nicely  as  he  did.  He  made  himfelf  fa* 
*'  entirely  mailer  of  the  ftate  of  Holland^  that 
**  he  underftood  exaófly  all  the  concerns  of 
"  their  revenue,  and  whatfums,  and  in  what 

"  manner 

•■  IliHoIre  de  G-iiillaume  III,  Tom.  II.  p.  413. 
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'*'*  manner  could  be  raifed  upon  any  emer- 
**  gency  of  ftate.  For  this  he  had  a  pocket- 
'*  book  full  of  tables,  and  was  ever  ready  to 
^'  (hew  how  they  could  be  furniilied  with 
*<  money.  He  was  a  frank^  lincere  man, 
*'  without  fraud,  or  any, other  artifice  but 
'*  iilence ;  to  which  he  had  fo  accuftomed 
*'  the  world,  that  it  was  Jiot  eafy  to  know, 
**  whether  he  was  filent  on  defign  or  cuflom. 
**  He  had  a  great  clearnefs  of  apprehenfion  : 
*'  and  when  any  thing  was  propoied  to  him, 
'**  how  ]iew  foever,  he  heard  all  patiently, 
**  and  then  afked  fuch  queftions  as  occurred 
'^  to  him  :  and  by  the  time  he  had  done  ali 
"  this,  he  was  as  much  mailer  of  the  propo- 
<'  fition,  as  the  perfon  was  that  had  made  it. 
^*  He  knew  nothing  of  modern  hiftory,  nor 
*'  of  the  ftate  of  courts,  and  was  eminently 
**  defeftive  in  all  points  of  form.  But  he  had 
**  laid  down  this  for  a  maxim,  that  all  princes 
■«'  and  ftates  followed  their  own  intercfts :  fo, 
*'  by  obferving  what  their  true  interefl  were, 
**  he  thought  he-could,  without  great  intelli- 
^'  gence,  calculate  what  they  were  about. 
*^  He  did  not  enough  coniider  how  far  paf- 
*^  fions,  amours,  humours  and  opinions  wrought 
*'  on  the  world,  chiefly  on  princes.  He  had 
**  the  notions  of  a  commonwealth  from  the 
"  Greeks^  and  Romans.  And  from  them  he 
"  came  to  fancy,  that  an  army  commanded 
"  by  officers  of  their  own  country,  was  both 
**  more  in  their  power,  and  would  ferve 
"  them  with  the  more  zeal,  fincethey  them- 
^'  felves  had  fuch  an  interefl  in  the  fuccefs, 

f3  **  And 
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"  And  fo  he  was  againft  their  hiring   foreign 
"  ners  unlefs  it  was  to  be  common  foldiers  to 
*'  fave  their  own  people.     But  he 'did  not 
'*  enough  confider  the  phlegm  and  covetoul- 
**  nefs  of  his  countrymen;  of  which  he  felt  the 
**  ill  efteds  afterwards.    This  was  his  greateft 
"  error,     and   it    turned  totally  upon  him. 
*'  But  for  the  adminillration  of  juftice   at 
"  home,  and  for  the  management  of  their 
"  trade  and  their  forces   by  fea,  he  was  the 
"  abled  min ifter  they  ever  had.     He  had  an 
"  hereditary  hatred  to   the  houfe  oï  Orange, 
"  He  thought  it  was  impoffible  to  maintain 
^'  their  liberty,  if  they  were  ftiil  ftadtholders. 
"  Therefore   he  did  all  that  was  poihble  to 
"  put  an  invincible  bar  in  their  way,  by  the 
"  perpetual  edid:.     Butat  the  fame  time,  he 
"  took  great  care  of   preferving   the   young 
"  prince's  fortune,  and  look'd  welltohisedu- 
*'  cation,  and  gave  him,  as  the  prince  him- 
"  felf  told  me,  very  juffc    notions  of  every 
**  thing  relating  to  the  flate.     For  he  did  not 
"  know,  but  that  at  fome  time  or  other  he 
"  would  be  fct    over  them.     Therefore  he 
"  intended  to  render  him  fit  to  govern  well.' 
TliC  famous    Sir  WilUa7n    Temph\    than 
whom  no  man  was  better  acquainted,  either 
with  the  perfonal  chara(fler  of  the  penfionary 
de  Witt,  or  with   the  Butch  government   in 
general,  fpeaks  of  him  on  various  occasions, 
v/ith  the  utmofl  efteem,  and  with  the  higheft 
tefiimoniesof  praife  and  admiration.     He  ob- 
serves, that  when  he  v^'as  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  he  difiered  nothing  in  his  man-^ 

ner 
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ner  of  living,  from  an  ordinary  citizen.  When 
he  made  vilits  he  was  attended  only  by  a  fingle 
footman,  and  on  common  occalions  he  was 
frequently  feen  in  the  ftreets  without  any  fer- 
vant  at  all  *".  This  moderation  indeed  was 
very  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  that  govern- 
ment which  he  laboured  to  fupport ;  for  in  ari 
equal  commonwealth  there  ought  to  be  little 
or  no  diftinftion  amongft  citizens,  and  the 
pofts  in  the  adminilbation  fhould  rather  be  • 
accounted  honourable  burthens  than  employ- 
ments to  be  fought  for  profit.  Thefe  were 
abfolutely  the  fentiments  of  the  grand  pen- 
iionary,  whofe  office  for  the  fir  ft  ten  years, 
brought  him  in  little  more  than  300  I.  and  ia 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  not  above  700  /. 
per  ann.  When  he  refufed  a  gift  of  10,000  /. 
from  the  flates  general,  it  was  becaufe  he 
thought  it  a  bad  precedent  in  the  government^ 
and  when  he  accepted  from  the  nobles  of 
Holland  1500  /.  it  was  with  a  view  to  the 
public  fervice,  which  he  would  have  been 
the  lefsable  to  attend,  but  for  that  convenient 
fupply,  his  fortune  being  much  inferior  to 
what,  in  our  times,  we  fee  commonly  rais'd 
by  an  under  clerk  in  a  great  office.  With 
great  reafon  therefore,  Sir  William  Te?jiple 
fpeaking  of  his  death  obferves  % 

"  Hewasaperfon  that deferved another  fate, 

<^  and  a  better  return  from  his  country  after 

"  eighteen  years   fpent    in   their     miniflry, 

*.*  without  any  care  of  his  entertainments  or 

f4  "  eafe, 

*^See  Sir  William  Temple's  letters  and  memoirs. 
I  See  his  Obfervations  upon  the  United  Provinces,  p.  1 60. 
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"  eafe,  and  little  of  his  fortune.  A  man  of 
*'  unwearied  induftry,  inflexible  conrtancy, 
*'  found,  clear  and  deep  underflanding,  and 
''  untainted  integrity,  fo  that  whenever  he  was 
"  blinded,  it  vhs  by  the  paffion  he  had  for 
*'  that  which  he  efteemed  the  good  and  in^ 
"  terefl  of  his  flate,  Thisteflknony  is  juüly 
"  dueto  himTrom  all  that  were  well  acquainted 
**  with  hinij  and  is  the  more  wiUingly  paid, 
*'  iince  there  can  be  as  little  intcreft  to  flatter, 
^'  as  honour  to  reproach  the  dead." 

But  why  do  |  trouble  the  reader  with  au* 
thorities  in  fupport  of  his  charader,  who  in 
the  follGwing  fheets  has  erccJied  a  never-fading 
irionpri^em  IQ  hh  owp  impiortal  memory. 
Thi3  book  cantain?  thpfe  maxims  of  govern- 
ment upon  which  he  aéled ;  it  fliews  us  the 
true  and  genuine  pj-inciples  of  policy,  on  which 
alone  it  is  poffible  to  erecft  an  adminiftration, 
profitable  at  home,  and  which  muft  command 
refpeol  abroad.  Here  on  the  one  hand  are 
pointed  out  the  mifchiefs  of  tyranny,  arbitrary 
power,  authority  derived  from  faction,  mo- 
nopolies, and  every  other  fpccies  of  corrup- 
tion. On  the  other  Iiand,  here  is  explain '4 
the  true  method  of  acquiring  and  fecuring 
power,  riches  and  peace,  and  of  managing  and 
extending  trade  ;  of  fupporting  liberty  without 
running  into  licentioufneis,  and  of  admi- 
iiiüring  the  commonwealth  in  fuch  a  manner, 
ïis  that  the  pofTelTors  of  power  iliall  not  be  ei- 
ther envied  or  fear'd.  Such  is  the  work,  and 
f>Ach    was    its    author,,   a  great   good    man, 

wha 
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who  after   overcoming  fuch  domeflick  diffi- 
culties as  were  thought  infuperable,  and  tri- 
umphing over  foreign   enemies,    periih'd  at 
iaft  by  popular  fury,  who  coming  to  the  go- 
vernment in  diftrefs'd  and  perilous  times,  by 
his  ikill,  his  probity  and  indefatigable  induftry, 
firft  rendered  his  country  fafe,  then  happy ; 
who  owed  his  deftrutHon  to  the  wantonnefs 
of  that  profperity  he  had  procured,  and  was 
buried  in  the  ruins  of  that  fabriek  which 
none  but  his  own  incomparable  genius  could 
ereól.     Would  you    fee  the  model   of  this 
fuperb  edifice,  behold  it  in  his  book,  and  know 
that  the  author  of  thefe  memoirs  confiders  it 
as  his  greateft  felicity,  that  he  has  lived  to  pay 
this  tribute  to  the  memory  of  thefe  martyrs, 
the  common  friends  to  liberty  and  to  man- 
kind, whofe  virtues  have  been  fo  imperfecflly 
known  to  Britons^  that  many  look  upon  them 
as  juft  viótims  to  their  own  ambition,  whereas 
they  were  abfolutely  facrifices  of  ftate,  which 
ought  to  teach  every  free  people  to  refle£l;, 
when  they  are    ftirred   up   again  ft  fuch  as 
have    been    long    efteemM     patriots,    lince 
it    is  eafy  to   commit   fuch    an    adlion    as 
was  that  of  the    murder  of  the  de   WittSy 
while  the  ftain  of  it   is   fcarce  ever   to  be 
wiped  out. 


To 
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Tö;   the     Memory    of    the    Grand 
Penfionary. 

'J  TOW  high,  and  yet  hotpjujl,    de  Witt /^j 

fame  ! 
Who  would  not  die  like  thee  for  fiich  a  name 
Tef  ev'n  that  death  could  no  fuch  honour  give ^ 
fie  who  would;  reach  thyfams  mufi  like  thee  live. 


y^'!^' 


f4 


THE 


THE 

CONTENTS. 


PART    I. 

Chap.  Ï.  -^^THEREIN  ^re  laid  down  the 

\/\/    general  political  maxims  which 

tend  to   the   frofperity   of  all 

countries :  and  fome  reafons  to  make   it  evidet^^ 

that  the  fame  do  aptly  agree  to  Rolland  and 

Weft-Friefland,  Page  i. 

phap.  2.  'That  the  true  intereji  and  political  max- 
ims of  Holland  may  he  well  underftood^  it  mud; 
not  be  conftdered  as  in  /peculation  it  fhould  be^ 
hut  as    it  jiands  at  pre  f  ent  ^  l^. 

Chap.  3.  0/ Holland*;  natural  burdens  and  hin- 
drances^ 17, 

Chap.  4.  Of  the  natural produSi  and  adijantages  of 
Holland,  '  20. 

Chap.  5.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Holland  cannot 
be  fed  by  its  own  frodu5iy  2I0 

Chap.  6.  That  Holland  lies  very  commodioujly  to 
fetch  its  provifion  out  of  the  jea^  and  to  provide 
it  felfby  other  arts  and  trades  :  a7id  how  great  a 
means  offubfftence  thefiflDeries  may  prove  to  us  ^22, 

Chap.  7.  ihat  no  country  in  Europe  zj  fitter  for 
irafick  than  Holland  ;  and  how  great  a  means 
of  fubfiftence  commerce  is  to  it^  25. 

Chap.  8.  Holland  byfifhing  andtraffick  has  acquired 

■  manufaEluries  and  navigation :  how  great  a 
means  of  fubfiftence  rmnufa^ury^  and  fhips  let 
9Ut  to  freight  prove  to  them,  29. 

Chap, 


The  C  o  N  T  E  N  T  S, 

Chap.  9.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Holland,  heifig 
in  a  ft  ate  of  freedom^  are  by  a  common  intereft, 
wonderfully  Imked  together  ;  zvhich  is  alfofhew*d 
hy  a  rough  calculation  of  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants^ and  by  what  means  they  fub/ijt^  31. 

Chap.  10.  IVhy  the  heavy  taxes  occafioned  by  war^ 
have  not  'driven  fifhing^  tradings  manufa5luryy 
and Jhipping  out  of  H.o\\a.üd,  38. 

Chap.  II.  The  antient  flate  of  manufa^uries,  fifje- 
rieSy  and  navigation  in  "Emope,  39. 

Chap.  12.  //  is  particularly  fhewn^  that  filing 
and  traffick  mufi  entirely  fettle  in  Holland,  and 
wanufa^turies  for  the  mojl  part^  and  confequently 
navigation^  or  failing  upon  freight ,  43, 

Cfiap.  13.  That  Amfterdam  is  provided  with 
better  ineans  of  fubfiftence^  and  is  a  greater  city 
of  traffick^  and  Holland  a  richer  merchandizing 
country^  than  ever  was  in  the  world-,  46. 

Chap.  14.  That  freedom  or  toleration  in  and  about 
the  fervice  and  worpip  of  God,  is  a  great  means 
to  -preferve  many  inhabitants  in  Holland,  and 
to  allure  foreigners  to  dwell  amongft  us,  49. 

Chap.  15.  Afecond  means  to  keep  Holland  populous^ 
is  a  plenary  freedom  for  all  that  will  cohabit 
with  us,  to  follow  any  occupation  for  a  livelihood^ 

56. 

Chap.  16,  That  monopolizing  companies  and  guilds, 
excluding  all  other  perfons  from  their  focieties, 
are  very  prejudicial  to  l-{o]hnó^  60. 

Chap.  17,  That  ffhers,  manufa^urers,  merchants, 
and  owners  of  freight  fhips,  ought  not  as  fuch  to 
he  charged,  by  paying  any  impofition  to  the  coun~. 
try,  under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  6^, 

Chap.  18.  That  freedom  of  religion  is,  contrary  ta 
allreafon,  obftrufted  in  Molhnó,  6S, 

Chap.  19.  That  the  freedom  of  ffhery  and  traffick 

in 


The   CONTENTS. 

in  Holland  is  in  fome  meafure  unjuftly  rejlraii^d^ 

Chap.  20.  ^hat  tnanufa5lures  and  other  mechanic 
works^  are  imprudently  relirain*d^  73, 

Chap.  21.  *That  the  heavy  and  manifold  imp&fis 
will  at  length  dejlroy  the  profperity  of  this  coum* 
try,  75. 

Chap,  22.  The  grounds  and  reafons  upon  which  the 
greateji  caution  is  to  be  us  d  in  laying  the  tan 
of  convoy-money,  or  cujlomsy  78, 

Chap.  23.  That  in  levying  convoy-money,  we  in 
Holland  deviate  in  many  particulars  from  theft 
maxims,  and  in  many  things  have  ohferv*d  them 
well,  8j, 

Chap.  24.  JVhat  profejfions  of  the  inhabitants  ©ƒ 
Holland  ought  to  be  more  or  lefs  burden*d  with 
taxes,  or  favoured  by  the  politick  magijlrate» 

89, 

Chap.  25.  The  antient  ft  at  e  of  jujiice  in  Holland 
and  Weft'Friefland  being  related,  it  is  likewife 
fhewn,  that  the  laws  and  order  of  jufiice  ought 
to  be  framed  for  the  greateji  advantage  oftrafficky 

Its* 

Chap.  26.  That  the  fettling  of  Dutch  colonies  i» 
foreign  countries,  would  be  very  advantageous 
for  the  rulers  and  people  of  Holland,  and  for 
traffick  and  commerce,  as  well  as  navigation,  117. 


PART 


The  C  O  N  f  E  N  t  S.' 


PART    II. 

Of  the  Intereft  of  Holland  in  relation  to  fo- 
reign princes  and  flates. 

Chap.  I.  tTTSHJT  a  free  ndvigaiion  ought  to 

i      be   carefully   kept^    and  defended^ 

againji  t^M  pirates  and  enemies.     How  this  may 

he  put  in  praflice  i  and  after  what  manner  it 

•!  ■  has  been  heretofore  done  or  omitted^  132» 

Chap.  2.  Above  all  things  war^  and  chiefly  by  feet ^ 
is  mofi  prejudicial^  and  peace  beneficial  to  Hol- 
land, 195. 

Chap.  3.  'That  ¥io\\2iï\dL  has  antiently  received  thefe 
maxims  of  peace,  11^ 

Chap«  4.  Some  cafes  laid  down,  in  which  it  f  e  ems 
-advifeahlefor  Holland  to  engage  in  a  war  ;   and 

' ,  yet  thefe  being  well  weighed,  it  is  concludedy 
that  Holland  n^verthclefs  ought  to  feek  for  peace ^ 

203. 

Chap.  5.  Inquiry  made  whether  and  how  the  wel- 
fare of  any  country  may  be  preferv^d  by  treaties 
of  peace,  216. 

Chap.  6.  Some  confiderations  particularly  relating 
to  alliances  between  Holland  and  inferior  pow- 
ers, 223. 

Chap.  7.  Some  confiderations  touching  the  alliances^^ 
which  Holland  might   enter  into,  with  mightier 

'.■  potentates  than  themfehes,  and  fr^  with  France^ 

228. 

Chap.  8.  Con/derations  concerning  HoWTino^s  en- 
tering into  alliances  with  Spain,  233.' 

Chap.  9.  Coyifiderations  touching  HoIiandV  entering 
into   alliance  with  England,  235. 

Chap. 


The  C  O  N  T  E  N  T'Ö. 

Chip.  I  o.  Some  general  dnd  particular^  Mfeftj^es 
drawn  from  the  fwegoing  conjider  at  ions'  lottcmng 
all  our  allies^  ..'  '  -'' ■       ■  ^  ■  .1'  ■ '  ^    ^%S' 

Chap.  I  \.  That  Holland  hWetvf of e- uit^der'^hé'' Go- 
vernment of  aJmgU  per  [on  was  in  continttul  tu- 
muli s  and  broils:  end  that  under  a  free  govern- 
inent  it  can  defend  it  f  elf  againfi  all  foreign  power 
better  than  formerly,  •   •  ^  '2'^. 

Chap.  12.  That  Holland,  during  its  free  govern- 
ment^ cannot  be  ruined  by  any  int  eft  ine^  power y 

■      266. 

Chap.  13.  That  Holland,  daring  its  free- govern- 
ment y  is  very  well  able  to  refifï  all  foreign^ov^sr^ 

28a. 

Chap.  14.  That  Holland,  /i&ö*  y^^^öf^  not'  fortify 

her  cities,  if  fhe  keeps'  united  with  Utrecht  ofily^ 

^  is  able  to  defend  herfeif  againft  all  ths  potentates 

^  of  t  he  world,  290. 

Chap.  15.  That  every  great  city  in  "i^oWAnó.,  whe- 
ther well  or  ill  fortified,  is  able  to  defend  it  felf 
againft  all  force  from  without^  2^6, 


PART    III. 

Chap.  I.   T  /V  which  enquiry  is  made  in  what  the 

X    inter  eft  of  the  free  rulers  o/ Holland 

as  to  all  the  particulars  by  which  the  people  may 

live  happily,  confifts,  310. 

^hap.  2.  Wherein  is  conf der'*  d  the  inter  eft   of  the 

monarchical  government  in  Holland  as  to  all  the 

foregoing  matters,  by  which  the  commonalty  may 

thrive  or  ptofper,  33^- 

Chap.  3.  Wherein  is  examined  whether  the  reafons 

alledged  in   the  tw:  preceding  chapters,    receive 

■  any  confirmation  from  experience^  3S5- 

Clwp, 


The  C  o  N  T  E  N  T  S, 

0^*4.  Reafons  ivky  ibe  inhabitants  <?ƒ  Holland 

W^fs  ^0  more  damnified  under  the  government  of 

the  captains  general  orftadtholders^  3  70. 

Chap.  5.  the  reafon  why  the  general  liberty  in  Hol- 
land bath  caufed  no  more  benefit  fine  e  the  death  of 
the  prince  óf  Orange,  the  laji  ftadtholder  of 
Holland,  and  captain-general  during  life^    380. 

Chap.  6.  What  good  fruits  the  beginnings  of  a  free 
government  have  already  produ^d^  from  the  death 
oftbejiadtholder^  to  tbe.year  1662^  394. 

{;hap.  7.  The  third  and  lafipart  concluded  with  this^ 
That  all  good  inhabitants  ought  to  defend  the  free 
government  of  Holland  and  Weft-Fricfland  with 
their  lives  and  eflates,  480. 

Chap.  8.  The  conclufion  of  the  whole  book,  with  a 
declaration  of  the  author* s  defign^  ayid  a  caution 
both  to  the  ill  and  well  affe^ed  readers,        487. 
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llloerein  are  laid  doivn  the  general  political 
maxims  which  tend  to  the  profperity  of  all 
countries  :  and  föme  reafons  to  make  it  evi- 
dent^ that  the  fame  do  aptly  agree  to  Holland 
and  Weft-Friefland. 

"^'HAT  we  may  not  abruptly  fpeak  of  the 
true  intereft  and  political  maxims  of //ö/- 
land  and  IVeft-FrieJland^  nor  yet  furprize 
the  reader  with  unknown  matters,  I  judge  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  begin  with  a  general  difcourle  of  theuni- 
verfal  and  true  political  maxims  of  all  countries: 
that  the  reader  being  enlightned  by  fuch  reafoning, 
may  the  better  comprehend  the  true  political 
maxims  of  Hdlland  and  Wefi-FrieJJand.  And  fee- 
ing that  almoft  all  the  people  in  Europe,  as  the 
Spauinras^  Italinns,  French,  èic,  do  exprefs  the 
fime  by  the  word  intereji,  I  fhall  often  have  occa- 
fion  to  ufe  the  fame  likewifc  here  for  brevity  fike, 
in  the  fame  fenf^'  that  they  do  ;  viz.  feeing  the  true 
intereft  of  all  countries  confifts  in  the  joint  welfare 
of  the  governors  and  governed  ;  and  the  f\me  is 
known  to  depend  on  a  good  government,  that  be- 

B  ing 
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The  true  ing  ,the  true  foundation  whereon  all  the  profperity 
interejl  of  of  any  countiy  is  built-,  we  are  therefore  to  know, 
IriaTo'n-  ^"^^  ^  good  government  is  not  that  where  the  well 
fip  in  the  Or  ill-being  of  the  fubjeds  depends  on  the  virtues 
profperity  or  vices  of  thc  rulcrs ;  but  (which  is  worthy  of  ob- 
rff^^t^f'  fervationj  where  the  well  or  ill-being  of  the  rulers 
neceffarily  follows  or  depends  on  the  well  or  ill- 
being  of  thc  fubjc61:s.  For  feeing  we  muil:  believe 
that  in  all  focicties  or  afiemblies  ol  men,  fclfib"  al- 
ways preferred  -,  fo  all  fovereigns  or  fupreme 
powers  will  in  the  firft  place  fcek  their  own  advan- 
tage in  all  things,  iho'  to  the  prejudice  of  the  fub- 
je6f.  But  feeing  on  the  other  hand  true  intereft 
cannot  be  compaiTed  by  a  government,  unltfs  the 
generality  of  the  people  partake  thereof;  therefore 
the  publiek  welfare  will  ever  be  aimed  at  by  good 
rulers.  All  which  very  aptly  agrees  with  our  L.a. 
tin  and  Dutch  proverb,  that,  'Tanltim  de  piiblicis 
mails  fenllmus^  quanttmi  ad  privatas  res  pertinet  ; 
i.  e.  We  are  only  fenfible  of  publiek  affliótions,  in 
fo  far  as  they  touch  our  private  affairs ;  for  no  body 
halts  of  another  man's  fore. 

Whereby  it  clearly  follows,  that  all  wife  men, 
whether  monarchs,  princes,  fovereign  lords,  or 
rulers  of  republicks,  are  always  inclined  fo  to 
flrengthen  their  country,  kingdom,  or  city,  that 
they  may  defend  themielves  againft  the  power  of 
any  ftronger  neighbour.  The  rulers  welfare  there- 
fore does  fo  fir  neceffarily  depend  on  the  wellare  of 
the  fubjeól  •,  elfe  they  would  foon  be;  cpnquer'd  by 
ffronger  neighbouring  princes,  and  be  turn'd  out 
of  their  government.  Thofe  monarchs  and  fupreme 
powers,  who  by  bad  education,  and  great  profpe- 
rity, follow  their  pleafures,  fuffer  their  government 
to  fail  into  the  hands  of  fivourites  and  courtiers,  and 
do  commonly  negled  this  firft  duty  ;  the  fiid  fa- 
vourites in  the  mean  time  finding  themftlves  vefted 
with  fuch  fovcreiga  power,  do  for  the  moft  pare 

rule 
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rule  to  ihe  benefit  of  thcmfelvcs,  and  to  the  pre- 
judice, not  only  of  fuch  voluptuous  and  unwary 
chief  magidrates,  but  alfo  of  their  fubje(5ls  ;  and 
by  confequence  to  the  weakning  of  the  political 
ftate  ;  fo  that  we  have  often  fccn  revolutions  of 
fuch  monarchies  by  the  ill  government  of  favourites. 
But  fuch  princes  as  are  wife,  and  do  not  entruft 
their  power  in  ochtr  mens  hands,  will  not  omit  to 
ftrengthen  their  dominions  ngainft  their  neighbours 
as  much  as  poiïible.  But  when  monarchies,  or  re- 
publicks  are  able  enough  to  do  this,  and  have  no- 
thing to  fear  from  their  neighbouring  Hates  or  po- 
tentates, then  they  do  ufually,  according  to  the  op- 
portunity put  into  their  hands  by  the  form  of  their 
government,  take  courfes  quite  contrary  to  the 
welfare  of  the  fubjefl. 

For  then  it  follows  as  truly  from  the  faid.gene-  Whe7tce 
ral  maxims  of  all  rulers,  that  the  next  duty  of  mo-  ''"'^  the  m- 
narchs,  and  fupreme  maeiftrates,  is  to  take  fpecial  "^^^-^  ^, 

'  ^,.c3  11-1  monarcbs 

care  that  their  lubjects  may  not  be  like  generous /^^^^^f^» 
and  metalfome  horfes,  which,  when  they  cannot  be  and  imp- 
commanded  by  the  rider,  but  are  too  headftrong,  '^^J//'  ^^^ 
wanton,  and  powerful  for  their  mafter,  they  reduce-J,^J^7 
and  keep  fo  tame  and  manageable,  as  not  to  refill,'  ,„„^1  af- 
the  bit  and  bridle,  I  mean  taxes  and  obedience.  A-^/'? 
For  which  end  it  is  hiehly  necelTary  to  prevent  i\i^i^^^fif<:^---^" 

r  1  r      1      •         •    •  I  1  njohat 

greatnels  and  power  ot  then"  cities,  that  they  may  ^g^,.^,.  ^^ 
not  out  of  their  own  weakh  be  able  to  raiie  and  pieafe. 
maintain  an  army  in  the  field,  not  only  to  repel  all  Ami. 
foreign  power,  but  alio  to  make  head  againft  their  P"'''-  ^-  S- 
own  lord,  or  expel  him.     And  as  little,  yea  much  '^'  V'* 
Icfs  may  prudent  fovereign  lords  or  monarchs  per- 
mit that  their  cities,   by  their  ftrong  fortifications, 
and  training  their  inhabitants  to  arms,  fluuild  have 
an  opportunity  eafily,  if  they  pleas'd,  to  diicharge 
and  turn  ofi-'  their  fovereign.     Bot  if  herein  a  fove- 
reign had  negletHied  his  duty,  there's  no  way  left  for 
him,  but  to  wait  an  opportunity  to  command  fuch 
B  2  populous 
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populous  cities  and  ftrongholds  by  citadels,  and  to 
L.y.c.ii.  render  them  weak  and  dekncelefs.  And  tho'  y^ri- 
ibid.  Jio/le  fays,  that  it  very  well  fuits  an  oligarchical  ftate 
to  have  their  cities  under  command  ot  a  caftle,  yet 
this  is  only  true  of  a  great  and  populous  city,  that 
hath  a  prince  over  it^  and  not  of  a  city  that  go- 
verns itfelf,  or  hath  a  (hare  in  thefupreme  govern- 
nient;  for  in  fuch  a  republiek,  the  governor  of 
that  citadel  would  certainly  be  able  to  make  him- 
felf  mafter  of  that  city,  and  to  fubjugate  or  over- 
top his  rulers.  And  we  fee  that  this  reafon  is  fo 
ftrong  and  clear,  and  coniirm'd  by  experience, 
that  the  hiftory  of  all  former  ages,  as  well  as  the 
age  we  live  in,  teach  us,  that  the  rulers  ot  repub- 
licks,  whatever  they  are,  have  wifely  forborn 
eredting  citadels,  and  do  ftill  continue  to  do  fo. 
So  that  it  appears  that  the  laid  maxim  tending  to 
the  overthrow  of  great  and  populous  cities,  may 
be  attributed  to  monarchs  and  princes  at  all  times, 
but  never  to  republicks,  unlefs  when  they  have  in- 
confiderately  fubdued  great  cities;  and  tho'  not 
willing  to  demolifh  them,  yet  are  willing  to  keep 
them  diftind:  from  the  fovereign  government. 
But  if  the  inconfiderate  reader  be  fo  far  prepoifefs'd 
in  favour  of  monarchy  and  againft  common  free- 
dom, that  he  neither  can  nor  wilt  fubmit  himfclf 
to  this  way  of  reafon  ing,  nor  to  die  venerable  and 
antient  lefTons  of  old  and  renowned  philofophers, 
then  let  him  know,  that  the  chriitian  and  invinci- 
Js  ihe      i^jg  monarch  Juftinian  has  for  ever  eftablifhed  the 

/?^'-T  fiid  monarchical  maxim  by  form  of  law  in  the 
J  ultima-  ,      .  /  111 

nus /«/;■/>  corpus  juris ^  now  become  the  common  Law-book 
corpus  ju-of  all  civiliz'd  people,  and  efpecially  of  Chriftians. 
TK^iitform  *  Yo^  the  (aid  emperor  havin<^  by  his  captain  gene- 

efapsrpe-  ^  °     ^  ral 

7         n  ^  Belijario  mngijtro  militum  per  onetiteni,  Cfc.    biterea  'vero 

bliih^d  it   -fi  ^^'V'^^  ci-j'itatcs  feu  Cajiella  per  limites  confiituta  pro-~jiderit 

tua  magnitud'   vi?ni^  e[fc  77ingmtud:nis,   ^  p>opter  hoc  non  pojji 

bene  citjhdiri  ad  talem  modum  ea  confirui  d'tfponat,   ut  pojjint  pft' 

faucosbencfervari,  is'c.  Cod.  1.  I.  Tit.  27.  par.  14. 
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ral  of  the  eafl-,  Belifarius^  reconquered  from  the 
Goths  that  pare  of  Africa  which  he  had  formerly 
Jofl:,  and  brought  it  under  his  fuhjedion,  gave  him 
no  order  that  the  inhabitants  of  great  cities  fhould 
be  better  difciplin'd  and  provided  with  arms,  or 
flrengthned  by  good  walls,  that  they  might  joindy 
with  eafe  defend  themfelvcs,  and  their  great  and 
populous  cities,  againft  the  afllmks  of  thofe  barba- 
rous people:  but  on  the  contrary,  he  commands 
the  faid  captain  gene\\\\Belifarius  (and  confequently, 
according  to  the  Roman  laws,  all  his  other  gover- 
nors of  provinces)  to  make  fuch  provifion,  that  no 
city  or  flrong  hold  lying  on  the  frontiers  be  fo 
great  as  it  could  not  be  well  kept ;  but  in  fuch  ca- 
fes fo  to  order  them  to  be  built,  that  they  may  be 
well  defended  with  few  foldiers,  and  particularly 
fuch  as  were  in  pay,  and  depended  only  on  the 
emperor  of  Rojiie. 

And  tho' weak,   voluptuous,  dull  and  fluggifli 
monarchs  negleft  all  thefe  things,  yet  will  not  the 
courtiers  who  govern  in  their  Head,  neglect  to  feek 
themfelves,  and  to  fill  their  coffers  whether  in  war 
or  in  peace:  and  thus  the  fubjtds  eftates  being  ex- 
hiiufted  by  rapine,  thofe  great  and  flourifhing  cities 
become  poor  and  weak.     And  to  the  end  that  the 
fubjeél  fhould  not  be  able  to  hinder  or  prevent 
fuch  rapine,  or  revenge  themfelves,  thofe  favourites 
omit  no  opportunities  to  diveft  thofe  populous  cities 
of  all  fortifications,  provifion,  ammunition  of  war, 
and  to  hinder  the  exercifing  of  the  commonalty  in  y^^  ,-,^^^, 
the  ufe  of  arms.  Since  it  appears  from  the  faid  max-  refr  ofre- 
ims,  that  the  publiek  is  not  regarded  but  for  \.\\s.tMican^ 
fake  of  private  intereft  ;  and  confequvintly,  that  \%^'^"J^'''^  " 
the  beft  government,  where  the  chief  rulers  may  fj^"^"^ 
obtain  their  own  welfare  by  that  of  the  ipcoplQ  i  populous 
It  follows  then  to  be  the  duty  of  the  governours  of  "'''>-f. 
republicks  to  feek  for  great  cities,  and  to  make  them  p"^: 
as  populous  and  ftrong  as  pofTible,  that  fo  all  rulers  ^° ',  j^'^ 

^  3  andc".  u'.  ' 


,6  General  Maxims.  Part  I. 

and  magiftrates,  and  likewife  all  others  that  fcrve 
the  publiek  either  in  country  or  city,  may  thereby 
gain  the  more  power,  honour  and  benefit,  and  more 
fafely  poffers  it,  whether  in  peace  or  war :  and  this 
»  is  (he  reafon  v/hy  commonly  we  fee  that  all  repub- 

licks  thrive  and  flourifii  far  more  in  arts,  manufac- 
ture, trafRck,  populoufnefs  and  ilrcngth,  than  the 
dominions'  and   cities  of  monarchs :  *  for   where 
,,    there  is  liberty,  there  will  be  riches  and  people, 
o  ancy       ^^  brins;  all  this  home,  and  make  it  fuic  with 
reji  conjil:  our  ftate,   we  oughc  to  confidcr  that  Holland  may 
in  promo-    eafily  be  defended  againft  her  neighbours;  and  that 
tingf.Jh-     jj^g  Bouriiliing  of  manufadurcs,  fifhing,  navigation, 
^fakZT    ^^^  traffick,   whereby  that  province  fubfiüs,  and 
traficky      (its  natural  neceffities  or  wants  being  well  confidered) 
^c.  depends  perpetually  on  them,  elfe  would  be  un- 

inhabited:  I  fay,  the  fiourifliing  of  thofe  things 
will  infallibly  prduce  great,  (Irong,  populous  and 
wealthy  cities,  v/hich  by  reafon  of  their  convenient 
fituation,  may  be  impregnably  iortified  :  all  which 
to  a  monarch,  or  one  fjpreme  head,  is  altogether 
intolerable.  And  therefore  I  conclude,  that  the 
inhabitants  oï  Holland^  whether  rulers  or  fubjefts, 
can  receive  no  greater  m.ifchief  in  their  polity, 
than  to  be  governed  by  a  monarch,  or  fupreme 
lord  :  and  that  on  the  other  fide,  God  can  give  no 
greater  temporal  bleffing  to  a  country  in  our  con- 
dition, than  to  introduce  and  preferve  a  free  com- 
monwealth government. 

But  feeing  this  conclufion  oppofeth  the  general 

and  long' continued  prejudices  of  all  ignorant  per- 

fons,  and  confecjuently  of  moft  of  the  inhabitants 

of  thefe  United  Provinces^  and  that  ibme  of   my 

'y^  readers  might  diftafte   this  treatife  upon  what  I 

have  already  faid,  unlefs  fomewhat  were  fpoken  to 

-'■y;    obviate  their  miftakes,   I  fhall  therefore  otier  them 

•.^'V    «rhefe  reafons. 

;'^'    "   -    •     ':.  ,..  .  Ahho* 

*  ^lippe  ubi  libertas,  ihi  &  populus  i^  (ii'vi(i<e. 
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Altho'  by  what  hath  been  already  fiid,  it  ap- 
pears, That  the  inhabitants  of  a  republiek  are  in- 
finitely more  happy  than  fubjeéls  of  a  land  gover- 
ned by  one  fupremc  head  j  y#c  the  conrniry  is  al- 
Vv'ays  thought  in  a  country  where  a  prince  is  already 
reigning,  or  in  republicks,  where  one  fupreme' 
head  is  ready  to  be  accepted. 

For  not  only  officers,  courtiers,  idle  gentry,  and  ^'^^  "^'^- 
foldiery,   but   alfo  all   thofe  that    would  be  fuch,  ''^  °-f 

COHt'tlCVS 

knowing,   that  under  the  worft  government  they  andfil- 
ufe  to  fare  befb,  becaule  they  hope  that  with  im-  diers  is 
punity  they  may  plunder  and  rifle  the  citizens  and  direajy 
country  people,  and  fo  by  the  corruption  of  the  "j^"'fi 
government  enrich  themfelves,  or  attain  to  gran- 
deur,   they   cry   up  monarchical  government  for 
their  private  intereft    to    the  very   heavens:  akho  i  Sam.  i. 
God  did  at  firft  mercifully  infticute  no  other  but  a  8,  12. 
commonwealth  government,  and  afterwards  in  his  which  is 
wrath   appointed   one  fovereign  over  them.     YtX"otbelie- 
for  all   this,  thofe  blood-fuckers  of  the  ftate,  and,  "'i^^  h 
indeed  of  mankind,   dare  to  fpeak  of  republicks-'^'''"^* 
with  the  utmoft  contempt,  make  a  mountain  of  eve- 
ry molehill,  difcourfe  of  the  defeats  of  them  at  large, 
and  conceal  all  that  is  good  in  them,  becaufe  they 
know  none  will  punifli  them  for  what  they  fay : 
wherefore  all   the  rabble   ('according   to   the  old  Becaufe 
*  Latin  verfe)  being  void  of  knowledge  and  judg-  amojig 
ment,   and'  therefore  inclining  to  the   weather  or°^^^''^'  ^^'^ 
fafer  fide,  and  mightily  valuing  the  vain  and  empty  ^J"^J  ^ 
pomp  of  kings  and  princes,  fay  amen  to  it ;,  efpeci-  ajmngall 
ally  when  kept  in  ignorance,  and  irritated  againft  co7n?non 
the  lawful  government  by  preachers,   who  aim  at ^''''^''-'^■^» 
dominion,  or  would  introduce  an  independent  ^nd^^^^^j 
arbitrary  power  of  church-government ;    and  fuch  njanta^e 
(God  amend  it)  are  found  in  Holland.^  and  the  oihtr  of  monar" 

B4  United'hs 

Zed  quid? 


7urha  Remi  fèquitur  for tiinam,  ut  fe7nper,  ^  odit  danmatos,^ 

Juven,,, 
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United  Provinces,   infomuch,    that  all  vertuous  and 

intelligent  people  have  been  neccffitaced    to    keep 

filence,  and  to  beware  of  dilclofing  the  vices  of  their 

princes,    or  of  fuch   as  would  vvillingV   be  their 

aovernors,  or  of  courtiers  and  rude  military  men, 

and  fuch  ambitious  and  ungovernable  preachers  as 

defpifeGod,  and  their  native  country. 

Andho^        Nay  there  are  few  inhabitants  of  a  perfeft  free 

dangerous  ftatc  to  be  found,  that  are  inclinable  to  inftru6t  and 

it  is  for     teach  others,  hov/  much  better  a  republiek  is  than 

frttd-  ^  "■JO^^^'C^'^y?    ^^  O"^  fupreme  head,    becaufe  they 

clarethem-  know  no  body  Will  reward  them  for  it  •,  and  that  on 

fek'esto     the  Other  fide,  *  kings,  princes,  and  great  men  are 

the preju-  fo  dangerous  to  be  converfed  with,  that  even  their 

^'"f^l't  friends  can  fcarccly  talk  with  them  of  the  wind  and 

byfmgle     Weather,  but  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives ;  and  kings 

ferjons.     wlth  their  long  arms  can  give  heavy  blows.     And 

...       altho'  all  intelligent  and  ingenuous  fubj^óls  of  mo- 

out^ofhw  narchs,  who  have  not,   with  lying  fycophantical 

to  my  7ia'  courticrs,  call  off  all  Ihame,  are  generally  by  thefe 

ti--ue  caun-  rcafons,   and  daily  experience,    fully  convinced  of 

try,  I  have  th^  excellcncy  of  a  republiek  above  a  monarchical 

formed'    government ;  yet  neverthelefs,  many  vertuous  per- 

anJ  en-      lons,  lovers  of  monarchy,  do  plaufibly  maintain, 

quired,      that  fcvetal  nations  are  of  that  temper  and  difpofi- 

Whfther    tion,  that  they  cannot  be  happily  governed  but  by 

any  people  1  fmgle  perfon,  and  quote  for  this  the  examples  of 

mturally   ^11  the  pcoplc  in  /Ijla  and  Africa,  as  well  as  Eu- 

aretohe    ;.«„^    that  lie  fouthcilv.    They  do  alfo  alledge,  that 

%one       ^^^  ^^^  people  who  lie  more  northerly,  are  more  fit 

fer/oft.       to  be  governed  by  a  fmgle  perfon,  and  with  more 

freedom  ;  as  from  France  to  the  northward,  all 

abfolute    monarchical   government   ceafeth  j    and 

therefore  maintain   or  aflert,    with  fuch   ignorant 

perfons  as  I  mennoned  before,  that  the  Hollander ^ 

in  particular  are  fo  turbulent,  factious,  and  difm- 

genuous, 

* ScJ  quid  'v-iolentius  aure  tyrannic 

Cum  qua  de  plwviis  aut  <vjilbus  aut  nimhofo 
Vere  locuturi fatim  fendcbat  amid?    Juven. 
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genuous,  that  they  cannot  be  kept  in  awe,  and  hap- 
pily governed,  but  by  a  fingle  perfon  j  and  that 
the  hiftories  of  the  former  reigns  or  government  by 
earls,  will  fufficiently  confirm  it. 

But  on  the  other  fide,  the  patriots,  and  lovers  oï  whether 
a  free-ftate  will  fay,  that  the  foregoing  government  *^^  Hol- 
by  earls  is  well  know  to  have  been  very  wretched  '^""^''^ 
and  horrid,    their  reigns  filling  hiftory  with  con-  %-jh°lj"t 
tinual  wars,  tumults,  and  detettable  aólions,  ocz?^- they  cannot 
fioned  by  that  fingle  perfoji.     And  that  on  the  con-  he  go^em- 
trary,  the  Hollanders,  fubfifting  by  manufadures,  ^^^J*^  h 
iifhing,  navigation,   and  commerce,   are  naturally  ^;^?^  J 
very  peaceable,    if  by  fuch  a  fupreme  head  they 
were  not  excited  to  tumults.     Whether  this  be  fo  or  DeduSi. 
not,  may  be  learned  and  confirmed  too  in  part  from  P^''^  2. 
thofe  hillories.  ^^-  3-  4. 

But  here  it  may  be  faid,  that  things  are  much 
altered  within  thefe  100  years  laft  ;  for  Holland  whether 
then  fubfifted    moftly   by  agriculture,   and  there /%"m.W</ 
were  then  no  foldiery,  treafure,  or  fortified  places '^^ '^^'^Z'/''^'" 
to  be  ac   the  earl's  difpofal.     But  when  he   had  ^^^^^  * 
wars,  it  was  with  the  help  of  his  homagers  and  ^A/^rr, 
tenants,  only  fubfidies  or  money  being  given  him  thanfor- 
at  his  requtfl  by  the  ftates  of  the  country  :    And  ^^'"^  ^'' 
rnoreover,  the  cities  of //o//o;f?^,  and  cafllcs  of  the  "' *^^"^ 
nobility  were  (according  to  the  then    method  of 
war)  fo  ftrcng,   that  they  could  not  be  taken  by 
the  faid  carls,  without  great  forces   imployed  a- 
gainft  them  \  fo  that  the  ftates  of  Holland  in  theif 
affcmblies,  have  boldly  contended  for  their  rights 
againft  the  earl's  encroachments.     Therefore  thefe 
earls,   on  the  other  fide,  by  reafon  of  their  dignity, 
had  many  adherents  that  depended  on  them,  which 
rnuft  needs  make  that  government  by  earls  every 
way  tinfteady,  weak  and  tumultuous. 

To  this  an  approver  of  monarchical  government 
may  further  add,  that  Holland  t\o^  wholly  fubfifts 
^y  tr^ffick,  and  that  one  fupreri:ie  head,  captain- ge- 
neral. 
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neral,  or  ftadtholder,  would  have  his  own  life-guards 
at  the  Hagiie^  the  place  of  affembly,  and  likewife 
the  affirtance  of  a  great  and  well-paid  army,  and  of 
all  the  preachers,  and  by  them  the  love  of  the  whole 
populace;  and  that  at  his  pleafure  he  may  difpofe 
of  all  the  impregnable  frontier  towns  of  thofe  pro- 
vinces that  have  no  fufFrages  or  voices  in  the  fiate, 
tho'  he  flioald  not  increafc  his  ftrength  by  any  fo- 
reign alliances,  or  by  collufion  and  flattery  with  the 
deputies  of  the  other  provinces  of  the  generality  ; 
infomuch  that  the  ftates  of  Holland  would  not  dare, 
no  not  in  their  aflem blies,  to  open  their  mouths 
againft  the  intereft  of  fuch  a  fupreme  head,  or  if 
they  did,  he  would  order  his  fouldiers  to  take  them 
by  the  collar,  and  might  eafiiy  overpower  mod  of 
the  cities  oï Holland,  the  people  being  unaccuftomed 
to  arms,  and  moreover  divided,  fortifications  but 
flight  and  mean  in  comparifon  of  the  prelent  way 
of  fortifying :  ^o  that  one  may  truly  fay,  that  the 
Hollanders  by  fetting  up  one  fupreme  head  over 
themfelves,  may  now  with  eafe,  and  without  tumult, 
be  govern'd  like  fheep,  by  an  irrefiftible  fovereign, 
againft  whom  they  durft  not  fpeak  one  word, when 
he  fliould  think  fit  to  ftieer,  flea,  or  devour  them. 

Now  what  there  is  in  this,  and  whether  the 
Hollanders  would  be  happy  in  ftich  a  condition, 
I  fliall  at  large  hereafter  give  you  my  judgment. 

But  as  to  the  ftupidity  of  the  Hollanders^  whe- 
ther that  be  fo  great,  as  that  they  have  not  wit 
enough  to  form  a  free  commonwealth  -,  and  ha- 
ving found  that  precious  jewel  of  freedom, 
would,  wi:h  EJop^s  cocks,  prefer  a  grain  of 
corn  before  it :  This  is  what  hath  not  been  judged 
fo  hitherto,  but  on  the  contrary.  Which  that  it 
may  be  evident  to  the  reader,  he  may  be  pleas'd 
fo  obferve  the  prudent  coridud  of  the  ftates  of 
H'ollana.  at  their  great  affenibly  in  the  years 
1650  ana  1651,  as  alfo  feriouHy  to  ponder  and 

weigh 
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y/eigh  the    manifold   realons  and    examples  pro-  The  Stater 

duced   to  this  end  in   their  dediicïion  of  the  year  "f  ^°^' 

1654.     All  this  is  yet  ftirther  confirmed  by  that  ^^"  ,  Ji^ce 

magnanimous  refolution   of  the   23^  ^'^  January  ^^-q,^  ha- 

1657,  wherein  the  Hates  oï  Holland  unanimouQy -^ïV^j-   ma- 

declared,  after  confulting  the  general  affemblics, '^i^A^'j''^ 

or  common-halls  of  the  relpedlive  cities   in  that '^^'^ '.^'L^ 

province,  to  hold  tor  a  rundamental  and  certam  ^^s^  as 

maxim,       "  That   to    place   a   perpetual    head,  alfo 

^'  chieftain,    or    general    over    the  army,    is  not 

"  only  needlcfs,  but  likewife  exceeding  prejudicial, 

"  and  that  accordingly  in  this  province  all  things 

*'  fhall    be   thus    direóled  •,   that   whenever    in   a 

*'  time  of  war,  and  preffing  neccffity,  the  ftates 

'•  of  Holland,    wirh    the    other    provinces,    fhall 

"  think  fit  to  proceed  to  eleö:   a  general  for  the 

"  army,  or  that  upon  any  other  occafion  a  cap- 

*'  tain-general  fliould  be  chofen,  then  not  to  chufe 

*'  fuch  a  chieftain  as  fliall  have  a  perpetual  com- 

*'  miffion,   but  for  fuch  an  expedition,  campaign, 

*'  or  occafion  only  as  may  happen,  ö'r."     And 

moreover,    you    may   there   fee^    that    thefe,   and 

other  vigorous  refolutions  of  the  like  nature,  were 

taken   with   this   fpecial   provilb,   "  that  the  fiiid 

"  refolution   fhall  not  be  difpenfc-d  with,  but  by 

*'  the  unanimous  confent  of  all   the  members  of 

"  the  faid  aflfcmbly." 

By  this  you  may  perceive,  that  the  fuppofition 
of  the  Hollanders  b:;ing  phlegmatick  and  dull,  and 
of  a  flavifli  nature,  is  altogether  groundlefs  ;  for 
feeing  they  became  not  free  but  by  the  death  of 
the  laft  ftadtholder  and  captain  general,  and  that 
it  was  unfeafonable  and  imprudent  before  that  time, 
for  them  to  fliew  their  commendable  zeal  for 
their  freedom,  and  their  fkill  in  point  of  govern- 
ment :  and  feeing  it  is  evident,  that  a  generation 
of  men  that  are  in  freedom,  mult  be  overcome, 
before  we  can  pafs  a  right  judgment  thereof,  and 

flop 
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flop  the  mouths  of  oppolers ;  we  mud  therefore, 
leave  ic  to  God  and  time:  and  if  fiich  as  like  mo- 
narchical government,  and  thofe  bafe  and  flavifli 
oppofers  of  liberty  furvive  thofe  times,  they  will 
then  be  able  to  difcern  which  of  the  two  govern- 
ments is  founded  on  beft  reafon. 

It  fhall  not  fatisfy  me  to  have  faid  thus  much  in 
general  -,  for  feeing  the  flares  of  Holland  in  their 
^  deduiStion,  Chap.  6.  Art.  29.  declare,  that  they 
iée  "ilatej^^^^  "^''  '^^'^  '-^^^'*  f^-eedom,  but  with' their  lives; 
ff  Hwl-  I  fliidl  therefore  prefume  to  give  my  opinion  of  the 
land,  in  poHtical  maxims  of  Holland^  hoping  that  my  fin- 
/W  de-  (.gpg  2eal  and  uprightnefs  to  exprefs  the  fame  for 
tifiirm  *the^^^^  benefit  of  the  publiek,  will  be  fo  acceptable  to 
contrary,  out  lawful  tulcrs,  that  tho'  I  may  have  failed  in 
Beduciie.  fome  things,  and  by  ftaring  the  true  intereft  of  my 
^r.  2,      country,  have   been  necefiirated  to  refled:  on  per- 

a2^' Q  '  -^^^^^  ^'*'^^  ^^^"^^  ^^^^^  advantage  to  the  prejudice  of 
Holland^  as  it  is  now  governed  ;  the  faid  rulers, 
and  true  lovers  of  their  native  country,  will  fo  fa- 
vour this  work,  and  its  author,  againft  the  faid 
malevolent  perfons,  that  it  (liall  never  repent  him 
to  have  been  the  firil  generous  and  bold  under- 
taker of  fo  commendable  a  v/ork.  But  howfoever 
things  happen,  or  times  oppofe  it,  redie  fecijfe 
merces  eft.,  i^  ipfa  fui  pretium  virtus  •,  (/'.  e.  to  do 
good  is  a  reward  of  it  felf,  and  virtue  carries  its 
own  recompence  along  with  it)  I  fhall  then,  ha- 
ving done  my  duty  as  an  honeft  man,  good  citizen, 
and  upright  chriflian,  that  may  not  bury  his  talent, 
be  able  to  take  comfort  in  my  fmcere  endeavours : 
and  pofterity,  into  whofe  hands  thefe  writings  may 
fall,  will,  in  fpite  of  all  the  prefent  powers  that 
oppofe  it,  be  able  to  judge  impartially,  and  that 
with  a  found  judgment ;  becaufe  by  that  time  they 
will  have  learned,  by  joyful  or  fad  experience, 
whether  Hollands  intereft  can  be  fettled  upon  any 
Other  foundation  or  rnaxims  than  thofe  herein  ex» 

preftj 
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preft  ;  and  whether  thefe  reafons  of  mine  will  not 
be  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  following  ages, 

CHAP.     II. 

^hat  the  true  intereji^  and  poUt'ical  maxinn 

0/  Holland  and  Well-Friefland  jnay  be  ^jceli 

tinderJiood\  Holland  mujl  not  he  conjider^d 

Jo^  as  in   fpecidation  it  J]:ouU  be,  but  as  it 

710W  Jiands  at  prcjcnt, 

EING  now  about  to  enquire  into,  and  lay 
down  fome   maxims  for  Hollnna'i,  continual 
profperity  ;  'it  feems  at  firfi;  view  to  be  necellary, 
that  we  confider  the  nature  of  the  country,  foraf- 
much  as  it  is  in  it  felf  perpetual  ;   and  what  meïiTJS 
may  be  found  to  improve  it  to  its  bed  advantage, 
and  what  good  fruits  and  effcd:s  are  to  be  expiföed 
from  fuch  improvement.    In  order  whereunto,  we  _ 
are  firft  to  confider  the  foil,  rivers,  meers  of  Hoi-  ajj^ivh^'t 
lajid^  and  its  fituation  upon  the  fea,  wirh  the  com-  expeakioa 
munication  it  may  have  wirh  other  nations.     And  f^^ji^ 
next  we  are  further  to  confider,  what  people  Ho/--^"^!^^* 
land  ought  to  be  inhabited  with,    viz.  wheth-er  ^j^fj'^^^ 
with  few,  or  many,  in  order  to  eurn  their  bread  :  ma^I^eïm- 
as  alfo  how  the  rulers  ought  to  deport  themfelves/"'»'^^  •*• 
towards  foreign  princes  and  governments:  and  laftly,  ^^'^  ^'^ 
by  what  form  of  government,  and  how  the  F^^P^^*l!^iri,^ 
ought  to  be  governed.     But  becaufe  fuch  fpecula- 
tions  ufe  to  build  rempiiblicam  Platonis^  Arijiotelis^  Wl^errj^f 
eulopiam  mori^  a  philofophical  republiek,  in  the  air,  /^'^^^j^-^^at- 
or  fuch  a  one  as  was  never  yet  found,  the  thoughts  ■^'*'''''*''f 
of  it  will  afibrd  little  bent  fit:  nor  is   this  Grange,  ^^."^^  }^^^ 
confidering  that  fo  many  people  cannot  be  fud-.  bcnejlt. 
denly  brought  to  an  uninhabited  country,  to  ere<5l 
a  political  ilate,  accornir:g  to'  the  f\id  Ipeculation, 
and  keep  it  on  foot  v/hen  it  is  eftablifh'd.     And 
Tince  in  all  populous  countries  there  is  fome  form    - 

of 


JA.  Holland's  f  me  Maxims.         Parti. 

of  government  •,  therefore  I  fay  again,  thofe  fpe- 
culations  are  for  the  moit  part  ufelefs.  For  if  in- 
quiry be  made  into  tiie  polity  of  all  eflablifhed 
governments,  we  fhall  always  find,  that  there  are 
ever  an  incredible  number  of  ignorant  arid  malevo- 
lent peo[)le,  enemies  to  all  Ipeculation,  and  re- 
medies, how  good  foever,  which  ihey  conceive  or 
really  forcfce  will  be  prejudicial  in  any  wife  to 
themfelves  ;  and  rather  than  admit  them,  they 
will  prefs  hard  to  embroil  the  (late  more  than  it  waS 
before.  Bcfidcs,  there  is  an  endlefs  number  of  po- 
litical maxims  which  have  fo  deep  a  root,  that  it 
is  great  folly  to  think  any  man  fliould  be  able,  or 
indeed  that  it  lliouki  be  thought  fie  to  root  them 
out  all  at  once :  and  cunfecjuently  it  would  be  yet 
a  greater  piece  of  imprudence,  if  in  Holland^  tan- 
quam  in  tabula  rajo^  as  on  a  fmooth,  and  in  a 
very  clean  and  good  piece  of  ground,  we  lliould  go 
about  to  fow  the  belt  feeds,  in  order  to  make  it 
an  angelical  or  philofophical  republiek  :  fo  true 
-,  /.  .  is  that  good  and  ancient  political  maxim,  *  that 
affairs  of  ^'^  polity  many  bad  things  are  indulged  with  leJs 
piity  ive  inconveniency  than  removed  •,  and  that  we  ought 
mujl  ever  never  in  polity  (as  in  playing  at  tennis)  to  let  the 
jinke  ihe   j^^||  jr^j      ^^^  ^^^i^  ftrike  it  as  it  lies ;  it  beint^  a!fo 

ball  as   zt  '  '  .         , .  .  9        . 

is  found  t'''^^»  '^hat  on  every  occurrence  a  good  politician  is 
Ijing.  bound  to  fhew  his  art  and  love  to  his  native 
country,  that  by  fuch  conftancy  the  common- 
wealth may  by  degrees  be  brought  to  a  better  con- 
dition. I  do  therefore  conceive  myielf  oblig'd  to 
confider  Holland  in  the  ftate  as  it  now  is,  and 
hope  that  thofe  thoughts  will  produce  the  more 
and  better  fruits,  fince  thofe  that  duly  confider  the 
prefent  ftate  of  it,  will  find  that  they  agree  for  the 

molt 

*  Multa  fcire pauca  exeqid.   Cor.  Tacit. 
Multafacere  non  oportet  qutv  faSla  tinent. 
Curandi  fieri  querdam  majora  'videmus 
Fulnera,  qua  melius  non  tctigijfefu  it  j 
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moft  part  with  the  climate,  foil,  rivers,  meers,  fi- 
tuation,  and  correlpondence  which  fuch  a  country 
ought  to  have  with  other  dominions,  and  efpeci- 
alJy  with  a  free  commonwealth  government,  which 
we  have  now  at  prefent  in   being :  and  I  hope  I 
{hall  not  digrefs  from  it.     By  the  maxims  of  Hoi-  jj'j,^}  ,v 
land's  intereft,   I  underfcand  the  confcrvation  and  unJerJïood 
increafe  of  the  inhabitants  as  they  now  are,  confift  .  6'  Hom- 
ing of  rulers  and  fubjecls.     I  fhall  likewife  dili- |.'j;^''  '"' 
gently  enquire  by  what  means  this  intereft  may  be 
ipoft  conveniently  attained.     And  tho*  in  the  firit 
place  the  intereft  of  the  rulers  ought  to  be  confider'd, 
becaufe  diftincftiy  and  at  lirge  it  always  feems  to  oc- 
cafion  the  fubjeds  welfare  and  profperity ;  ^nd  3. 
good  form  of  government  is  properly  the  founda-  t^amely^ 
tion  whereon  all  the  profperiiy  of  the  inhabitants  ^^^^/^^f" 
is   built:  I  iliall  neverthelcfs  confider  in  the  ^"i^ pofberlty^ 
place  the  prefervation,   and  increafe  of  the  number  «w/;; 
of  fubjeds,    not  only  becaufe  it  is  evident  in  all  go-  "-«afe  of 
vernments,  and  efpecially  in  all  republicks,  that  the  { '^-^'^  " 
number  or  paucity  of  fubjeds  is  the  caufe  of  an  able*^  '' 
or  weak  government ;  but  alfo  becaufe  ambitious 
fpirits  can  feldom  find  a  multitude  of  people  living 
out  of  civil  fociety  and  government,  that  will  fubjctffe 
themfelves  to  them:  and  on  the  contrary,   where 
many  inhabitants  are,  there  will  never  want  rulers, 
becaufe  the  weaknefs  and  wickednefs  of  mankind 
is  fo  great,  that  they  cannot  fubfift  without  govern- 
ment •,  infomuch  that  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  ot  rulers, 
every  one  would  ftand  candidates  for  it  themfelves, 
or  eled  others.     And   above  all,   I   find  my  felt 
obliged  more  fully  to  confider  and  promote  the  wel-  Seeing  the 
fare  of  the  fubjeds  in  Holland  above  that  of  thc^^^^^'^'J^^^ 
rulers  •,  becaufe  in  this  free  commonweakh  govern   ^^.^  ^Aj^g 
ment,  it  is  evident   that  the  durable   and  certain  rcpubUck 
profperity  of  the  rulers  docs  generally  depend  on  the  i»  Hol- 
wellare  of  the  i'ubjeds,  as  hfreafter  fliall  be  particu  l^"^*^^" 
larly  Ihewn.     And  to  give  the  unexperiencM  reader  \ll  ^^^. 
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fome  infight  at  firft,  it  is  convenient  to  premife  that 
Holland  was  not  of  old  one  republiek,  but  confifted 
of  many,  which  in  procefs  of  timechofe  a  head  or 
governor  over  them  by  the  name  of  Earl  or  Stadt- 
holder  \  but  feeing  he  had  of  old  no  armed  men  er 
foldiery  of  his  own  as  dukes  had,  but  was  to  be  con- 
tent with  his  own  revenues,  and  to  rule  the  land,  or 
rather  adminifter  juftice  to  each  counrry  according 
to  their  particular  cuftom?:,  and  laws,  they  neverthe- 
lefs  continued  fo  many  feveral  republicks.  And 
tho*  in  procefs  of  time  they  were  jointly  brought  to 
a  fovereign  republic,  yet  is  it  alfo  true  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Dutch  republic  are  of  different  natures 
and  manners.  For  Amjlerdam^  Rotterdam^  Horn^ 
Enchuyfen^  MedenbUck^  Edam^  Monnikendam^  Dort, 
Schiedam,  Br  iel,  &c.  lying  on  the  fea,  or  on  ri- 
vers where  fliips  of  great  burden  may  conveniently 
arrive  ;  Haerlem,  Delf,  Leyden,  Crude,  Gorcum^ 
Schoonhoven,  Alkmaer,  Purmereynde,  &c.  lying 
within  land,  are  not  to  be  come  at  but  with  vefTels 
that  draw  little  water :  befides  which,  the  gentry 
who  live  in  the  plain  or  open  countries  of  Holland^ 
having  great  eftates,  and  being  not  under  any  go- 
vernment, feem  to  have  a  quite  particular  intereft. 
"Wherefore  every  intelligent  perfon  may  eafily  judge 
that  a  diverfity  of  rules,  lubjecls,  countrys,  and  fitua- 
tions,  muft  needs  caufe  a  diverficy  of  interefts, 
fo  that  I  cannot  write  of  Holland's  profperity  as  of 
a  diitindl  country  :  neverthelefs  I  incline,  and  do  in- 
tend to  bring  it  under  one  title,  as  far  as  all  its  cities 
or  lands  can  be  comprehended  in  one  intereft,  to 
the  beft  of  my  knowledge  and  ficill.  Which  to  do 
methodically,  I  ftiall  in  the  firft  part  inquire  into, 
and  ftiow  the  maxims  tending  to  the  welfare  or 
damage  of  Holland  within  its  own  confines.  In 
the  fecond  part  I  ft»all  propofe  how  Holland  muft 
procure  its  own  welfare  as  to  foreign  princes.  And 
in  the  third  part  I  fliall  enquire,  and  fhew  by  what 

form 
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form  of  government  fuch  a  country  and  inhabitants 
ought  to  be  governed  according  to  their  true  in- 
tereft,  feeing  this  is  the  general  foundation  whereon 
ail  the  profperity  or  adverfity  aforefiid  is  founded. 

CHAP.     III. 

Of  Holland*  J  natural  burdens  and  hinderances. 

HOLLAND  lying  in  the  latitude  of  51  to  c,^  Holland'/ 
degrees,   north  latitude  upon  the  fea  ;    hav-  ^''^"''^'°"' 
ing  many  inland  rivers,   and  being  befides  a  very 
low  and  plain  country,    is  thereby  fubjcól  to  many 
inconveniences. 

jF/r/?,  There  are  Iharp  and  very  long  winters,  fo  Anditicon- 
that  there  is  need  of  more  light,  firing,  cloarhing,  'leniences 
and  food,  than  in  warmer  countries :  bcfides  which,  ^ -'^"J^^ P''°- 
ali  the  cattle  of  our  pafture-land  muft  be  then  houfed,  ^^^  1^'^ 
tho*  thereby  we  bellow  more  coft  and  pains,  and  yet  time  of 
reap  lefs  profit  of  milk-meats  than  in  fummer,  or  in  pcrfea 
other  adjacent  lands,  where  the  cattle  remain  Ion-  ^^""' 
ger,  or  perhaps  all  the  winter  in  the  field. 

Secondly^  The  feafons  are  here  fo  fhqrt,  that  they  ^y  the/ea-, 
muft  be  very  punélually  obferved,  to  return  us  any-^"^* 
profit  by  our  ploughed  lands ;  for  the  feed  in  this 
moift  country  being  rotted  and  confumed  in  the 
earth,  cannot  be  fowed  again  conveniently. 

TMrdly,  By  the  vicinity  of  the  fea,  and  plainnefs  ^y  f^^pro- 
of  the  land,  it  is  fubjed  in  fpring,  and  autumn,  not  ^//'f'r^^  "^ 
only  to  unwholefome  weather  for  the  inhabicants, 
but  in  the  fpring  the  fharp  cold  winds  blaft  moft  of 
the  blofToms  of  the  fruit-trees ;  and  in  and  about 
autumn  much  iinripe  fruit  is  blown  down  by  our 
ufual  ftorm.s  of  wind. 

Fourthly,  It  is  to  be  confidered  above  all,   that  Andlovi- 
thefe  lands  lying  for  the  moft  part  lower  than  the  ^^f^ "/  '*' 
floods  of  the  fea,   and  rivers,   muft  withftand   the  ""^^'y- 
terrible  ftorms  of  the  ocean,  and  ftioals  of  ice,  againft 

C  which 


l8  Holhnd' s  Burdens.  Part  I. 

which  it  muft  be  defended  with  great  expence  :  for 
the  making  of  one  rod  long  of  a  fea  dyke  cofls  fome- 
times  600  guilders.     On  the  rivers  alfo,  the  charge 
of  maintaining  the  banks  is  very  great;   and  the 
mod  chargeable  of  all  is,  that  notwithftanding  fo 
great  an  expence,  the  water  of  our  dykes  and  low- 
lands Ibmeti mes  breaks  thro*,and  overflows  the  coun- 
try -,  fo  that  above  all  this  extraordinary  charge, 
and  damage,  they  cannot  drain  the  country  by  mills 
in  fome  years.     And  touching  the  ordinary  charges 
in  maintaing  dykes  and  fluces,  &c.  how  great  an 
expence  this  mufi;  be,  we  may  well  imagine  by  the 
yearly  charges  of  Rynland^  which  is  about  80000 
^ "'°'"  acres  or  *  morgens   in  compafs,  which  hath  not 
^Ibout  t'vuo  much  communication  with  the  fea,  nor  with  run- 
Englifh     ning,  but  only  with  (landing  waters :  and  yet  as  to 
acres.        acredg- money  and  inland  charges,  every  acre  muft 
pay  at  leaft  two  guilders  -,  befides,  for  draining  out 
of  the  rain-water  by  mills  to  turn  it  out  by  trenches, 
each  acre  30  flivers-,  likewife  towards  foot-paths, 
highways,   and  maintaining  the  ditches,  at  leaft  20 
ftivers  more.    And  laftly,  they  are  liable  to  many 
fines,  and  troubles,  when  they  chufe  their  Bailiffs, 
Vyk-graves,  and  Heemraden  for  life,  who  are  wholly 
ind  pendent  on  the  landed- men;  tho'  they  may  e- 
leól:  their  judges  yearly,  or  continue  their  Heemraden. 
J//o  poor-      Fifthly.,  It  is  evident  that  Holland  affords  no  mi- 
"^fi°f      nerals,  or  the  leaft  produól  of  mines ;  fo  that  out 
^"  '        of  the  earth  there  is  nothing  to  be  had  but  clay  and 
turf,  nor  even  that,  but  with  the  fpoiling  or  disfi- 
guring of  the  ground. 

Hoilandthus  contendingand  wreftling  withthefea, 

rivers, and  drained  meers,  can  hardly  make  400000 

profitable    acres,   or   morgens  of  land,   down  and 

heath  not  included.   For  accoi  ding  to  the  calculation 

'  taken  in  the  year  1 554,there  were  found  about^ooooo 

^mallnefs  morgens,  and  fome  hundreds  more.     Likewife  the 

of  tern     ftares  Q)ï  Holland  and  Zealand^  in  a  rcmonftrance  firce 

^'-*'  made 
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made  to  the  earl  of  Leicejier,  fay,  that  thele  two  pro- 
vinces, with  all' their  heath,  down,  and  grounds  del- 
ved out,  could  make  in  all  but  five  hundred  thoufand 
morgens.  So  that  I  conjeflure  Holland  may  now 
make  in  all  four  hundred  thoufand  morgens,  or  acres 
of  land.  Seeing  the  chronicle  of  Z^^/<'7w^  (according 
to  the  account  given  in  by  the  kirveyor  Ever/dyke) 
teftifies,  that  in  1643.  all  the  iflands  of  Zealand 
contributed  to  the  yearly  poundage,  no  more  than 
for  one  hundred  eighty  three  thoufard  three  hundred 
and  fifty  gemeeten,  and  fixty  three  rods  of  land  :  the 
gemeetens  of  the  down-lands  being  reckoned  after 
the  rate  of  three  for  two  So  that  if  two  gemeetens 
are  reckoned  againft  one  Holland  :^cre^  then  all  the 
above-mentioned  gemeetens  would  make  out  no 
more  that  9 1 675  morgens,  and  6^  rods. 

And  feeing  the  ground  in  Holland  is  for  the  moft  P^omefjof 
part  every  where  either  fand,  moor,  or  fenn,  it  muft  ''^'V""- 
neceirarily  be  inriched  ;  and  becaufefuch  improve- 
ment of  it,  by  reafon  of  the  loofnefs  of  the    land, 
finks  down,  it  requires  it  the  ofcner. 

This  is  the  condition  of  Holland  in  a  time  of  per-  So  that  the 
feel  peace ;  what  will  it  be  then  when  we  confider,  mi/chiefs 
that  the  Hollanders  muft  not  only  fcour,  or  clear  the  '^^"fi^h 
lea    from  enemys,   and    defend  their  towns  and  ^l^sil^abk, 
country  againft  all  foreign  force,  but  that  they  have 
alfo  charged  themfelves  with  much  more  than  the 
union  of  Utrecht  obliged  them  to,  with  the  keep- 
ing of  many  conquered  cities,  and  circumjacent  pro- 
vinces, which  bring  in  no  profit  to  Holland^  but 
are  a  certain  charge,  being  fupply'd  by  that  pro- 
vince with  fortifications,  ammunition-houfes,   vic- 
tuals, arms,  cannon,  pay  for  the  foldiers,  yea,  and 
which  is  a  ftiameful  thing  to  mention,  with  guard- 
houfes,  and  money  for  quartering  of  foldiers  ? 

And  how  heavy  the  faid  burdens  muft  needs  be 
to  the  Dutch,  may  be  eafily  imagined,  if  it  be 
confidered,  that  befides  the  cuftoms  and  other  re- 

C  2  venues 


20  Holland'^  Burdens,  Part  I, 

For  by  the  vcnucs  of  the  earls  or  dates  of  Holland^  in  the  year 
ordinary  j^^^^  by  thc  Ordinary  charge  which  was  levied 
TJfabi-^  of  the  inhabitants,  one  year  with  another,    was 

tan  t  spay  to  paid 
theftate 

To  the  dates  of  Holland 
To  the  admiralty  of  the  Maefe 
To  the  admiralty  of  Amjlerdam 
To  the  admiralty  of  the  7 
Northern  quarter  S 


about  14 
millions  of 
guilders 
yearly. 


Guilders. 
1 1 000000 
472898 
2000000 

200000 


And  in 
time  of 
tvjar  they 
f  ay  for  the 
12.00  th 
fenny, 
2400000, 
and  for 
half 
■poundage 
I  200000, 
and  for 
hearth  or 
chimney- 
money 
600000, 
guilders. 


In  all — 13,672898 

And  if  it  be  confidered  that  fince  that  time,  by 
reafon  of  the  wars,  there  were  new  ordinary  taxes 
impofed  ;  and  that  the  extraordinary,  namely,  the 
two  hundredth  penny  brings  in  2400000,  and  the 
half  verpondinge,  or  poundage,  1200000;  and 
laftly,  the  chimney-money  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  Holland  guilders ;  and  that  all  thofe  bur- 
dens are  born  by  the  inhabitants,  befides  the  many  ex- 
cifcs  and  great  fums  of  money  which  they  muft  pay 
in  their  cities  for  their  maintenance  :  thefe  things  I 
fay  confidered,  we  may  well  conclude,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Holland  are  exceeding  heavily  burdened 
and  charged. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  natural  produB  and  advantages  of 
Holland. 


""r^O  ballance  thefe  heavy  burdens  beforementi- 
IL     oned,   the  inland  waters  yield  nothing  but 


T^he  na- 
tural 

Holland    ^'^»  water-fowl  and  their  eggs,   the  downs  only 
and  nvhat  conics  :  four  hundred  thoufand  acres,  or  morgens  of 
it  yields,    land,  nothing  but  brick-earth,  turf,  corn,  herbs  and 
roots,  fruit  of  trees,  flax,  hemp,  reeds,  grafs,  mad- 
der, cattle,  flieep,  horfes.     But  the  downs  may  be 

alfo 
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alfo  faid  to  yield  Jime  and  fand.  And  how  unfuffi- 
cient  all  thefe  produ6ls  from  fo  fmall  and  inconfide- 
rable  a  bottom  are  in  themfelves  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  fo  many  inhabitants,  every  one  may  eafily  ima- 
gine. 

CHAP.     V. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Holland  cannot  be  Jed 
by  its  own  product, 

BU  T  if  wefhould  fuppofe  that  all  the  land  in  Hoi-  wherehyit 
land  could  be,  and  were  fowed  with  the  mo^  appears 
neceflary  grain,  if/z.  wheat -,  and  that  every  mor  ''^^''Hol- 
gen  in  Holland  produced  fifteen  facks  of  wheat,  yet  ^"  J^^ 
would  not  four  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land /;,  ^^^^^  ^^ 
yield  for  two  millions  of  people,  each  a  pound  ot^ar,  can- 
bread  per  day.     And  pofTibly  there  are  now  more  ^ot feed,  or 
people  imployed  about  the  manuring  of  land,  than-^^'^'"''" 
can  be  fed  on  it.     So  that  if  we  fhould  make  a  cal- 
culation of  all  the  fruits  which  the  earth  yieldeth, 
with  what  elfe  is  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  man,  and 
continually  imported,    it  would  evidently  appear 
that  the  boors,  or  hufbandmen  and  their  dependents 
would  fall  very  much  fhort  of  food,  drink,  apparel, 
houfing  and  firing.     Therefore  if  the  Hollanders 
did  not  by  their  induftry  make  many  manufaiStures,    . 
or  by  their  labour  and  diligence  reap  much  profit 
by  the  feas  and  rivers,  the  country,  or  land  of  Hol- 
land^  were  not  worthy  to  be  inhabited  by  men, 
and  cultivated,   no  not  tho'  the  people  were  very 
few  in  number,  and  no  fubfidies,  impofts,  or  excifes 
raifed  on  them,  for  their  common  defence  againft  a 
foreign  enemy.  On  the  other  fide,  Hollandhe'mgnow 
inhabited  by  innumerable  people,  who  bear  incre- 
dible heavy  taxes,  impofts  and  excifes,  and  muft  ne- 
cefilirily  be  fo  inhabiced,  the  eafier  to  bear  fo  great 
a  burden,  and  to  defend  themfelves  againft  all  their 
neighbouring  potentates :  v/e  may  fafely  fay,  that 

C  q  Hollar.d 
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Holland  cannot  in  any  wife  fubfift  of  itfelf,  but  that 
of  neceflky  it  muft  fetch  its  food  elfe where,  and  con- 
tinually invite  new  inhabitants  from  foreign  parts. 
I  therefore  find  myfelf  obliged  to  fearch  into,  and 
more  particularly  demonftrate  the  ways  and  means 
by  which  the  fame  may  be  procured. 

CHAP.     VI. 

Tihat  Holland  lies  'very  commodloiijly  to  fetch 

its  provifion  out  of  the  fea^  and  to  provide  it- 

j elf  by  other  arts  and  trades :  and  how  great 

a  means  of  fuhfiftence  the  f  fieri  es  may  prove 

to  us. 

HOLLAND  is  very  well  fituated  to  procure  its 
food  out  of  the  fea,  which  is  a  common 
inhabi'  element ;  it  lies  not  only  on  a  ftrand  rich  of  fifh, 
*^"!^ /"!f  near  the  Dogger-Sand^  where  haddock;  cod,  and 
bread  out  ^^"g  "^''^Y  ^"  great  abundancc  be  taken,  and  cured; 
of  the  feahMi  alfo  near  the  herring-fifhery,  which  is  only  to 
by  filhing,  be    found  OH   the  coaft  of  Great-Britain^    viz. 

7  "manu  ^^^^  ^^'  J°^^^'^  ^^  ^^'  J^^^^^'^^  ^^^ut  Schet-Land^ 
faaures]  Pharil^  and  Boeknefs  -,  from  St.  James's  to  the 
and  arts,  elevation  of  the  crofs  about  Boekelfon  or  Seveniot, 
from  the  elevation  of  the  crofs  to  St.  Katherines  in 
the  deep  waters  eaftward  of  2^<2n;;öz///'.  And  this 
herring  fifhing,  which  it  is  now  250  year  ago  fince 
TFilliam  Beakelfon  of  Biervliet  firft  learned  to  gill, 
flit,  and  pack  them  up  in  barrels,  together  with  the 
cod-fifhery,  is  become  fo  effedlual  a  means  of  fub- 
fiftence  for  thefe  lands,  and  efpecially  fince  fo 
many  neighbouring  nations,  by  reafon  of  their  re- 
ligion, are  obliged  upon  certain  days  and  weeks 
of  the  year,  wholly  to  refrain  from  eating  of  flefli  ; 
that  the  Hollanders  alone  do  fifh  in  a  time  of  peace 
with  more  than  a  thoufand  buffcs,  from  24  to  30 
lafts  burden  each,  and  with  above  one  hundred  and 
fcventy  fmaller  veffels  that  fifli  for  herrings  at  the 

mouth 
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mouth  of  the  T!exel ;  fo  that  thofe  thoufand  buflcs 
beir>g  Iti  to  fca  for  a  year,  wherein  they  make  three 
voyagts,  do  coft  above  ten  millions  of  guilders,  ac- 
counting only  the  bufs  with  its  tackle,  at  4550 
guilders,  and  the  fetiing  forth  to  fea  5500  guilders, 
there  remaining  nothing  of  all  its  vidtuals  and  fur- 
niture the  fecond  year,  but  the  bare  vefiel,  and  that 
much  worn  and  tatter'd,  needing  great  reparation. 
So  that  ifthefe  1000  buffes  do  take  yearly  forty 
thoufind  laft  of  herrings,  counting  them  at  leall 
worth  200  guilders  fer  laft,  they  would  yield  in 
Holland  more  than  eight  millions  of  guilders. 

And  feeing  that  of  late  men  have  begun  to  make 
very  much  ufe  of  whale-oil,  and  whale-fins,  which 
are  taken  to  the  northward  not  far  from  us,  in» 
fomuch  that  with  foutherly  winds,  which  are  com- 
mon in  this  country,  we  can  fail  thither  within  fix 
or  8  days ;  the  trade  of  fifhing,  and  fait,  may  eafily 
be  fixed  and  fettled  with  us-,  for  to  fix  thofe  fifheries, 
and   fcveral    manufaftures,  and   confequently   the 
trade  and  returns  thereof  depending  on  navigation  The  great 
and  fhips  let  out  to  freight,  we  ought  duly  to  con-  """''^p'<if 
fider,  that  the  greateft  difficulty  for  fo  innumerable  tants'is  a 
a  people  to  fubfift  on  their  own  produft,  proves  i\\q  po-werfid 
moft  powerful  means   to  attract  all  foreign    wares  wc^»^ /o 
into  Holland,  not  only  to  ftore  them  up  there,  d.nd-^:''/^"^'^^ 
afterwards  to  carry  them  up  the  country  by  the  j^^^^ 
Mafe,  Waal,  Tjjd,  and  the  Rhine  (making  together 
one  river)  to  very  many  cities,  towns,  and  people, 
lying  on  the  fides  of  them  (the  moft  confiderable  in 
the  world   for  confumption  of  ^erchandifc)  but 
alfo  to  confume  the  laid  imported  goods,  or  to  have 
them  manufaclur'd  :   \i  being  well  known,  that  no 
country  under  heaven,  of  fo  Jmall  a  compafs,  has  fo 
many  people  and  artificers  as  we  have  ;  to  which 
may  be  added,  that  no  country  in  the  v/orld  is  fo 
wonderfully  divided  with  rivtrs  and  canals,  whereby 
merchandize  may  be  carried  up  and  down  with  fo  lit- 
tle charge.  C  4  Emanuel 
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Emanuel  van  Meteren  fays,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
three  days,  in  the  year  1601,  there  failed  out  of 
J/<?//^;2itotheeaftward,  between  eight  and  nine  hun- 
dred fhips,  and  1500  bufles  a  herring  fifhing  ; 
which  is  eafy  to  believe,  if  we  may  credit  what  the 
Englifh  authors  mention,  viz.  Gerard  M alines  in 
his  hex  Mercatoria,  and  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh^  and 
which  Lievin  van  Aitzma^  anno  1653.  pag.  863. 
doth  in  fome  meafure  confirm,  viz.  That  there  arc 
yearly  taken  and  fpent  by  the  Hollanders  more  than 
300,000  laft  of  herrings,  and  other  fait  fifh  :  and 
that  the  whale  fifhing  to  the  northward,  takes  up 
above  12,000  men,  which  fail  out  of  thefe  countries. 
For  fince  tht  Greenland  company,  or  (to  exprtfs  my- 
felf  better)  the  monopolizing  grant  thereof  was  an- 
nulled, and  the  whale-filhing  fet  open  in  common, 
that  fifhery  is  increafed  from  one  to  ten  :  fo  that 
when  we  reckon  that  all  thefe  fifhing  vefTcls  are 
built  here  at  home,  and  the  ropes,  fails,  nets,  and 
caflcs  made  here,  and  that  fait  is  furnilh'dfrom  hence, 
we  may  eafily  imagine  that  there  muft  be  an  incre- 
dible number  of  people  that  live  by  this  means,  efpe- 
cially  when  we  add,  that  all  thofe  people  muft 
have  meat,  drink,  clothes,  and  houfing-,  and  that 
the  fifh,  when  caught,  is  tranfported  by  the  Hollan- 
ders in  their  veffels  through  the  whole  world.  And 
indeed  if  that  be  true,  which  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh 
(who  made  diligent  inquiry  thereinto,  in  the  year 
1 6 18,  to  inform  king  y^aw^j  of  it)  affirms,  that 
the  Hollanders  fifhed  on  the  coafl  01'  Great  Britain 
with  no  lefs  than  3000  fhips,  and  50000  men,  and 
that  they  employed  and  fet  to  fea,  to  tranfport  and 
fell  the  fifn  fo  taken,  and  to  make  returns  thereof, 
nine  thoufand  fhips  more,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  men  befides :  and  if  we  hereunto  add 
what  he  faith  further,  viz.  that  twenty  buffes  do 
maintain  eight  thoufand  people,  and  that  the  Hol- 
landers had  in  all  no  kfs  than  ,20000  fhips  at  fea  ; 

as 
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as  alfo  that  their  fifliing,  navigation,  ancj  traffick 
by  fea,  with  its  dependencies  fince  that  time,  to 
the  year  1667,  is  encreafed  to  f  more:  I  fay,  if 
that  be  fo,  we  may  then  eafiiy  conclude,  that  the 
fea  is  a  fpecial  means  oï  Hollands  fubfiilence  ;  fee- 
ing Holland  by  this  means  alone,  yields  by  its  own 
induftry  above  three  hundred  thoufand  lafts  of  fait 
fifh.  So  that  if  we  add  to  this,  the  whale-fin,  and 
whale-oil,  and  our  Holland  manufactures,  with 
that  which  our  own  rivers  afford  us,  it  muft  be 
confeffed,  that  no  country  in  the  world  can  make 
fo  many  Ihips-lading  of  merchandize  by  their  own 
induftry,  as  the  province  of  Holland  alone. 

CHAP.  VII. 

^hat  in  Europe  there  is  710  country  fitter  for 
traffick  than  Holland  j  a?ïd  how  great  a 
means  of  Jubjijiefice  commerce  is  to  it, 

HAving  thus  confidered  Hollands  conveniency 
for  the  fifhing  trade,  and  it  coming   into 
my  thoughts,  that  all  the  traffick  of  Holland  feems  Of  the 
chiefly  to  have  rifcn  out  of  it,  and  ftill  to  depend  ^^-^^^f 
upon  it ;  I  fhall  now  give  my  opinion  wherein  that    "    "  ' 
aptnefs  or  conveniency  motlly  confifts. 

But  firft  let  me  fiiy,  that  by  the  word  traffick,  I 
mean  the  buying  of  any  thing  to  fell  again,  whe- 
ther for  confumption  at  home,  or  to  be  fold  abroad, 
without  altering  its  property,  as  buying  in  foreign 
countries  cheap  to  kil  dearer  abroad  ;  the  moil 
confiderable  part  of  which  is  what  I  underltand  by 
the  word  traffick. 

Secondly,  1  fay  that  Holland  is  very  convenient-  Holland^- 
ly  feated  for  that  end,  lying  in  the  middle  of  Eu-  ^^i''-^' anient 
rope,  accounting  from  St.  Michael  tiie  ^^^^h-Anger'r"^"^'^''"^^^ 
in  Mufcovia,  and  Revel,  to  Spain.     And  as  to  our 
lying  further  off  from  Ilaly  and  the  Lcjant,  and 
more  to  the  eaftvvar^j,  it  is  a  thing  very  neceffar}; 

inafmuch 
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inafmuch  as  moil  of  the  bulky  and  coaiTe  goods, 
as  pitch,  tar,  afiies,  com,  hemp,  and  timber  for 
{hips,  and  other  ufes ;  as  alio  Pomerania  and  Pruf- 
fia  wool  muft  be  fetch'd  from  thence,  and  brought 
hither;  becaufe  the  better  half  of  thofe  eoods  is 
confumed  or  wrought  up  in  this  country  :  and  be- 
caufe very  many  wares  may  be  fent  up  and  down 
the  rivers  of  the  Rhine  -and  Marfe,  whereby  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  Hollmidcrs  fail  with  as  many  more 
Ihips  to  the  eaftward,  as  they  do  to  the  well  ward. 
^oivhicb  Thirdly,  The  conquer'd  lands,  and  ftrong  holds 
* uT^'r  °^  ^^^  Eaji-India  company  are  now  become  very 
the  Ball-  confiderable,  in  order  to  fecure  to  Holland  the  trade 
India  of  all  Ipices  and  Indian  commodities,  which  is  al- 
company  ready  pretty  well  fixed  to  it.  And  this  improve- 
contn  ute.  ^^^^  ^f  x.T2LÓt  might  be  made  much  more  confide- 
rable, if  the  faid  conquerors  would  not,  by  virtue 
of  their  grant  or  patent,  hinder  all  the  other  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  lands  from  trading  to  thofe  con- 
quefts,  and  to  innumerable  rich  countries,  where 
the  faid  conquerors,  for  reafons  of  ftate  may  not,  or 
for  other  reafons  cannot,  or  perhaps  will  not  trade. 
Yea,  tho'  the  faid  free  trade  of  our  inhabitants  (to 
the  greater  benefit  of  the  participants)  were  in  lome 
mealure  Hmited,  and  circumfcribed  to  thofe  lands 
and  fea-ports  lying  in  their  diftrift,  to  which  they 
never  yet  traded,  I  (hould  then  expeól  to  fee  much 
more  fruit  of  that  trade,  and  monopoly  together, 
than  of  their  monopoly  alone  :  for  il  our  Ea/t- India 
company  could  find  feme  expedient,  either  as  to 
freight  of  goods,  to  permit  all  the  inhabitants  of 
thefc  lands  freely  to  lade  their  goods  on  board  the 
company's  own  fliips,  or  to  import  and  export  all 
manner  of  goods  to  the  places  of  their  conquefts, 
and  back  to  this  country,  or  in  proccfs  of  time, 
by  laying  impofts  on  the  confumpiion  of  the  inha- 
biting planters,  who  would  refort  thither  in  great 
numbers  by  reafon  of  a  free  trade,  or  by  any  other 

iaijsinable 
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imaginable  means  tending  to  give  it  an  open  trade, 
they  would  thereby  reap  much  more  profit  than  the 
poor  participants  now  commonly  and  with  much 
uncertainty  do  enjoy ;  and  then,  if  afterwards  the 
faid  participants  would  be  perfuaded  to  deny  them- 
felves  ib  much  of  their  privilege,  or  authorized  mo- 
nopc'y,  as  to  fet  open  that  trade  in  fome  good 
meafure  to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United  Provin- 
ces^ it  would  queftionlefs  produce  to  our  induftri- 
ous  and  inquifitive  nation,  fo  many  new  and  un- 
heard of  confumptions  of  all  our  manufaflures,  ef- 
pecially  of  wool,  and  fo  great  a  trade,  navigation, 
and  commerce  with  that  vaft  land  oï  Africa^  and 
the  incredible  great  and  nzh  Afi a ^  which  lies  fo^'''^' 
convenient  for  trade,    that  many   hundred  ^ipsHoUan?* 
would  yearly  make  voyages  thither,    and  hv\r\Q^  hath, 
their  returns  hither,  efpecially  from  and  to  Amjler-  ivoulJ  be 
dam  -,  and  by  means  of  which  alone,  we  fhould  ^«^'-^'^''^^v 
certainly,  and  very  eafily,  work  all  other  foreigners  ^J^'^f^^"^ 
out  of  thofe  Indian  feas.     Whereas  on   the  other  t,-a^c  to 
hand,  to  the  end  we  may  preferve  our  Eaji- India  the  In^ks 
trade,  confiding  yearly  of  no  more  than  10  or  iti'^^erejnf 
fhips  goinor  and  comine;,  we  find  ourfelves  conti- /^'i^/^^ 
nually  drawn   into  many  quarrels  and  contentions  tant$.     " 
with  thofe  foreign  nations,  with  eminent  danger  of 
Jofing  by  fuch  diflenfions  and  wars,  not  only  our 
"European  trade,  but  alfo  thofe  conquered  Indian 
countries,  and  confequently  that  trade  alfo  for  want; 
of  planters,  and  by  the  exceffive  great  expences 
which  they  muft  be  at  more  and  more  yearly,  by 
reafon  of  fuch  great  numbers  of  foldiers  as  lie  in 
their  garifons,  and  which  will  and  muft  increafe 
with  their  conquefts,  as  (God  amend  it)  hath  but 
too  plainly  appeared  by  the  Weji-lndia  company  of 
this  country, 

Tliis  advantage  which  Holland  hath  for  com- 
merce and  traffick,  would  be  yet  more  improved, 
IÏ  ihQ  IVeJl' India  company,  in  all  places  of  their 

diOria, 
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Jn  open     diftri^l,  would  alfo   fet  that  trade  open  :  And   in 
^'J'f'^'^  cafe  things  are  fo  conftituted.  that    tlie  Eajl  ^ndi 
dies<ivou/ii  ^^fi-^ndia  trade  cannot  be  preferved  but  by  mighty 
increafe     Companies,  as  fome  indeed  affirm,  who  underftand 
trafiek  and  \}\^  India  trade,  and  have  the  credit   of  affirming 
naviga-     what  they  fay,  with  good  fhew  of  reafon  \  yet  this 
however  mull  be  confefs'd,  that  the  faid  companies, 
as  now  conftituted,  do  attradl  and  prefer ve  to  Hol- 
land all  the  trade  which  depends  on  their  vafl:  equi- 
pages, ladings,  and  returns. 
Thelo^in-      Fourthly,  it  is  a  great  advantage  for  the  traffick 
tereft  of    of  Holland^  that  money  may  be  taken  up  by  mer- 
"r^T^  ,     chants  at  ^kper  cent,  for  a  year,  vvi:hour  pawn  or 
unto.         pledge  ;  whereas  in  other   countries  'chsre  is  much 
more  given,  and  yet  real  eftates  bound  for  the  fime : 
So  that   it  appears,  that  the  Hollanders   may  buy 
and  lay  out  their  ready  money  a   whole  feafon,  be- 
fore the  goods  they  purchafe  are  in  being,  and  ma- 
nufaclur'd,  and   fell   them   again  on  truft  (which 
cannot  be  done  by  any  other  trading  nation,  confi- 
dering  their  high  intereft  of  money)  and  therefore 
is  one  of  the  greateft  means  whereby  the  Hollanders 
have  gotten  moft  of  the  trade  from  other  nations. 
TKie  Fifthly,  There  being  many  duties  and  fubfidies 

ihargeahle  to   be  paid  in  Holland.,  and   little  got   by  lands, 
^vi^\\    T  h'^^^^cs,  or  money  let  out  at  intereft ;  and  we  having 
rn^ff.^;«.   alio  no  cloiilers,  and  but  few  lands  in  fief,  or  held 
the  inbahi-  by  homage ;  and  the  women  moreover  being  very 
tants  to     fruitful   of  children,  and  men  making  equal  divi- 
merchan-   ^gj-jj^  of  their  eftates  among  them,  which  can  there- 
iA«^-       fore  be   but  fm.dl,  and  fo  not  fit  to  be  put  out  to 
intereft :  all   this,  I  üy,  is  another  great  caufe  of 
the  advancing  of  our  traffick. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.    VIII. 

Tyf?^/ Holland,  by  fiflnng  and  traffick^  hath  ac- 
quired ??iannfa£furies  and  na^'cigation ;  and 
hoik)  great  a  means  of  fubfifience  manufaBoryy 
andjhips  let  out  to  freight  prove  to  them, 

THO'  it  is  evident  by  our  hiftories,  that  in 
many  cities   in  Holland  great  quantitits   of 
manufaftures  were  made,  when  all  the  European 
traffick  and   navigation  was  moftly  driven  by  the 
Eajierlings  and  Hans-Towns,  and    before  fifhing, 
traffick,  and  freighting  of  fhips  were  fettled  in  thele 
provinces;  and   that  confequently  we    might   fay 
with  good  reafon,  that  fifhing  and  traffick,  toge-  '^^'^ffi'-'^ dc~ 
ther  with  fliips  failing  for  freight,  took  their  rife^^J'^'^  ""^ 
rather  from   the  manufaóturcs,  than  the  manufac-  „lanufac- 
tures  took  their  rife  from  them  :  yet  generally  it  is  ture. 
certain,  that   in    a  country  where  there  is  fifhing  ^     ^ 
and   traffick,    manufaduries    and    freight     ^^Y*^  ture  de- 
may  eafily  be  introduced.     For  from  them  x\\Grtpendi  on 
muft  of  neceffity  rife  an  opportunity  of  bringingT^'"!  ^«^ 
commodities  to  be  wrought  up  out  of  foreign  p.irts  •,  ^''^M^'^-    ,. 
and  the  goods  fo  manufai5lured  may  be  fent  by  the 
fame  conveniency  beyond  feas,  or  up  the  rivers 
into  other  countries. 

Thus  we  fee  that  in  Holland  for  the  fame  reafon, 
all  forts  of  manuficftures  of  filk,  flax,  wool,  hemp, 
twyne,  ropes,  cables,  and  nets,  are  more  conveni- 
ently made,  and  yield  better  profit  than  in  any 
other  country,  and  the  like  ;  coarfe  fait  boiled  ; 
and  many  fhips  are  built  by  that  means  with  out- 
landifh  timber.  For  it  is  evident,  that  fhip- 
wright's  work  in  Holland,  muft  not  be  confidered 
as  a  mere  confumption,  but  as  a  very  confidcra- 
ble  manufifture  and  merchandize,  feeing  a'rr  >fl: 
all  great  fliips  for  llrangers  are  built  by  the  Hol- 
landers' 
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landers.     Befides  which  manufadures,   there   are 
others  of  necefTary  ufe,  as  well  as  for  pleafure  or 
ornament  j  which  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  moft 
of  them  require  water,    whether  it  be  to  work 
them,  or  for  cheapnefs  of  carriage:  and  when  by 
the  fhallownels  of  the  waters  there  would  be  other- 
wife  a  defect,  that  want  is  fupply'd  by  the  conftant 
winds  that  blow  upon  our  low  and   plain  land, 
which  joining  to  the  fea  are  thereby  replenifhed. 
Naviga-        And  as  to  the  owning  of  parts  of  Hiips  let  out  to 
tion,  or     freight,  it  appears  that  a  fhip  lying  for  freight 
fijares  in  \^  ^  country  where  fifhing,   manuiaflury,  and  tra» 
j-ypp^  ^'dinp;  ftourifli,  will  be  able  to  set  its  lading   in  a 

fend  on  <->  .  '  _       3  o 

mamifac-   Very  ihort  time  :  and  that  in  countrys  where  they 

tures,  fijh-  don'c  flourifli,  fuch  fliips  muft  fail  from  one  port 

eries  atid  (q  another,  and  lofe  much  time  in  getting  freight : 

commerce.  ^^  ^y^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Owners  of  Ihips  muft  neceffarily 

fix  in  fuch  a  country  where  fhipping  may   fooneft 

find  their  full  lading. 

TIhe  di-        Befides  all  which,  Holland  lies  in  fo  cold  a  cli- 

^^^  ^    mate,  that  the  people  are  not  hindred  from  work- 

wry /ir;/^r  i"ö>  ^y  reafon  of  the  heat  of  the  country,  as  elfe- 

for  manu-  Where  *.  and  feeing  for  the  moft  part  we  have  but  a 

faaure.     grofs  air,  eat   coarfe  diet,  and  drink  fmall  beer, 

the  people  are  much  fitter  for  conftant  work  ;  and 

by  reafon  nf  the  great  impofitions,  they  are  necefli- 

tated  to  ufe  all  the  faid  means  of  fubfiftance,  vix. 

to  make  manufidures  by  land,  to  fifti  by  fea,  to 

navigate  fhips  for  trade  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to 

let  out  their  great  and  fmall  veifels  to  freight. 

A  free  re-    ^  And  feeing  the   inhabitants  under  this  free  go- 

publican     vemment,  hope  by  Lawful  means  to  acquire  eftates, 

^mZrin     "^^y    ^^  down  peaceably,  and    ufe  their  wealth  as 

clinesallto  they  pleafe,  without  dreading  that  any  indigent  or 

get  ejlates.  wafteful  prince,  or  his  courtiers  and  gentry,  who 

are  generally  as  prodigal,  neceffitous,  and  covetous 

as  himfclf,  fliould  on  any  pretence   whatever  feize 

on  the  wealth  of  the  fubjjdl ;  our  inhabitants  are 

therefore 
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therefore  much  inclined  to  llibfift  by  the  forenamcd 
and  other  like  ways  or  means,  and  gain  riches  for 
their  pofterity  by  frugality  and  good  husbandry. 

CHAP.    IX. 

That  the  hihahitajits  of  Holland,  being  hi  a 
jiate  of  freedom^  are  by  a  common  ijitercfl 

'wondcrjuUy  linked  together ;  which  is.  alio 
fieivd  by  a  rough  calculation  of  the  number 

of  inhabitants^  and  by  what  means  they  fubfift, 

WE  are  moreover  well  to  confider,  that  fifli-  That  the 
ing  is    not  the  fole  caule  of  traffick,  uor:f°>'^'""-(i'>- 
fifiiing  and  traffick  the  caufe   of  manufadury ;  ^^"^^  '"'^'" 
alio  that  thefe  three  together  do  not  always  give  ^^-  Men^^ „nd 
cafion  for  the  Ihipping  that  is  to  let  out  to  freight,  alfo  thein- 
which  is   meant  by  navigation:  but  that  'vSki\x\^hab tants 
flouriihes  much  more  in  thofe  parts,  becaufe  traffick,  '"'^  ^^"^'^'^ 
■navigation  and  manufaólures  are  fettled  among  us,  ^^^■"'*^,^* 
whereby  the  filh  and  oil  taken  may  be  tranfported 
and  confumed.     Likewife  that  more  than  the  one 
half  of  our  trading,  would  decay,  in  cafe  the  trade  of 
tifh  were   dcftroycd,  as  well  as  all  other   forts  of 
commodities  about  which  people  are  imployed  in 
Holland  •,  befides  that,  by  confequence  the  iiilaud 
confumption  of  all  foreign    goods    being  more  than 
one    half  diminifiied,  the  traffick    in  thofe  parts 
would  fall  proportionably. 

It    is   alfo  certain,  that   of  neceffity  all    foris  Kamehtht 
of  manufactures    would   be  leflened    more  than  a^'-^^^C/^ 
moiery,  if  not  annihilated,  as  foon  as  this  country  JjCf      /'' 
(houkl  come  to  be  bereft  of  fifhing,  and  of  trading'^^^,^^.^^ 
in  thofe  commodities  which  are  fpent  abroad.    And  manufac- 
concerning  owners  of  ihips  let  out  to  freight,  it  is '»'"^- 
evident  that  they  wholly  depend  on  rhe  profperity 
or  fuccefs  of  iiÜiing,   manutactury,  and    traffick  : 
for  feeing  our  country  yiekis  almoft  nothing  out  of 

its 
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its  own  bowels ;  therefore  the  jfhips  that  lie  for 
freight,  can  lade  nothing  but  what  the  merchants 
And  the    or  traders  put  on  board  them  of  fifh,  manufaftury, 
owners  of  ^^  merchandize.     And  as  little  would  foreign  fhips 
thtfrfhree  ^^^H  goo^is  to  Holland,  in  cafe  no  fifhermen,  mer- 
together.     chants,  or  traders   dealing  in  manufaólury  dwelt 
there.     And  contrariwife  it  is  certain,  that  our  fifh- 
ers,  manufaóturers  and  traders,  find  a  mighty  con- 
veniency  and  benefit  in  our  great  number  offreight- 
fhips,  which  continually  lie  for  freight  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  are  ready  to  carry  the  fame  at  an  eafy 
rate  to  any  place  defired.     So  that  the  Englifh  and 
Flemiflj  merchants,  i^c.  do  oft-times  know  no  bet- 
ter  way  to  tranfport  their  goods  to  fuch  foreign 
parts   as  they  defign,  than  to  carry  them  firft  to 
Amjierdam,  and  from  thence  to  other  places,  efpe- 
cially  when   our   admiralties,  according  to    their 
duty,  take  care  to  convoy  and  defend  our  merchant 
fhips,  with   men  of    war,  againft   all  pirates,  or 
The  huf-  fea- robbers  whatfoever.     It  is  alfo  evident,  that  the 
landmen    hufbindmen,  or  boors  of  Holland,  can  very  well 
and  arti-  |-^j|  ^jj   ^^^  producl  or  profit  of  their  land,  cattle, 
concer7din  fit'irig»  ^^-  ^^  ^^^  inhabitants  that  are  fifliers,  ma- 
manufac-   faélurers,  traders,  navigators,  and  thofe  that  de- 
tures,  are  pend  ou  them  ;  which  is  a  great  advantage  beyond 
as  a  necef-  ^j^^j.  ^|j  Qi-h^r  boors  have,  who  for  the  moft  part 
quencrif'  ^^'^^^  thcir   Commodities  fpent   abroad,  and  confe- 
till  other    quently  muft  bear  the  charges  of  freight,  and  the 
inhahl       duties  outwards  and  inwards,  and  muft  alfo  allow  a 
tants.        double  gain  to  the  merchants  and  buyers.     So  that 
this  great  number  of  people,  that  are  not  hufband- 
men,  are  I  think  the  only  caufe  that  thofe  country 
boors,  tho*  heavily  taxed,  are  able  to  fubfift.     And 
feeing  all    the  faid  inhabitants  have  need  of  meat, 
drink,  cloathing,  houfing,  and  of  the  gain  gotten 
by  foreign  confumption    that   is  needful  to  fupport 
it ;  it  is  evident,  that  all  the  other    inhabitants  de- 
pend 
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pend  and  live  upon  the  aforefaid  Bihcrs,  traders  and 
navigators. 

And  how  remarkable  it  is,  rhat  all    rulers   and 
others,  who  for  any  feivice  dt'pend  on  them,  have 
a  benefit  by  their  great  numbers,  is  fo  clear,  that 
there  needs  no  more  to  be  faid  for  proof:  for  when  Our  ma- 
there  were  but    few   inhabitants  in   this    co'jntry,.?'/''^'" 
within  lefs  than  100  years,  the  moft  eminent  offices ^'"'^^'''"^ 
of  burgomafter,  ?i.ndfchcpen5  0\'{\-\enu?^  were  even  .^^  fucafs 
in  the  principal  cities  fo  great  a  burden  as  not  to  he  of  all  their 
born  without  much  charge  -,  whereas  it  is  now  be-/'^''^^- 
come  profitable  to  be  but  a  city  mefTenger,  or  un- 
dertaker to  freight  fliipsj  feeing  men  are  thereby 
enabled  to  maintain  their  families. 

Furthermore,  having    a  mind   to   convince  the 
reader,  not  only  by  my  reafoning,  but  by  his  own 
experience,  that  the  profperity  of  Holland  is   buik 
upon  the  forefaid  mrans  ot    fuhfiilence,  and  on  no 
other  ;   I  find  myfel I"  obliged  to  make  a  calculation 
of  the  number  of  people  in  Ihlland  that  are  fixed  ju^hkh 
inhabitants,  or  depend  upon  them  ;  and  at  the  fime  is  ftt  forth 
time,  as  fir  as  I  am  able,  to  reckon    in  what  pro-  h  ^  ^°"Z^ 
portion  thofe  people  are  m.aintain'd  by  the  means     ,   T^ 
of  fubfiftence  before- mentioned.     In   order  to  this  Xl^^/^'^-^ 
I  fliall  on  the  one  hand   confider,  that  Sir  Walter  Holland 
Raleigh^  endeavouring  to  move  \ï\x\^James  o^Eng-  maivtain 
land  to  advance  the  fifliing  trade,   manu  failures,  ^'-'^■'O*^^'^^^' 
and  traffick  by  fea,  hath  poflibly  exceeded  in  his 
account  of  the  profits  arifing  from   it,  and  aug- 
mented the  number  of  the  people  that  live  upon  it 
fomewhat  above  the  truth. 

And   on  the  other  hand  I  fhall  confider  what  ^'^^  ^'^^' 
Gerard  Malincs  faith,  in  his  Lex  Mercatoria^  Ann.  yV'^^^fj^J'' 
1622.  that  in  Flanders  there  were  then  counted  one'^^l  Xi- 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  families;  which  \:>-^'w\^ habitants 
reckoned,  one  with  another,  at  five  perfons  each,  '-^'''■^  "''^ 
they  would  amount  to  feven  hundred  thoufmd  peo-  "'Holland, 
pie.     I  fhall  likewife  confider  that  in  Holland  that 
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fame  year,  the  ftates  laid  a  poll-tax  upon  all  inha- 
bitants, none  excepted  fave  drangers,  prifoners, 
and  vagrants,  and  thofe  that  were  on  the  other  fide 
the  line  •,  yet  were  there  found  in  d\\  South- Holland 
that  fame  wife  no  more  than  four  hundred  eighty 
one  thoufand  nine  hundred  thirty  and  four :  altho' 
the  commiflioners  inftrudions  for  that  end  were 
very  ftrift  and  fevere,  to  prevent  all  fraud  and  de- 
ceit. However  that  we  may  make  the  better  guefs 
whether  this  was  a  faithful  account,  I  fhall  give  you 
the  particulars  of  it  as  regiftred  in  the  chamber  of 
Accounts. 


Dort  with  its  villages. 

40523 

Haerlem  with  its  villages. 

69648 

Delft  with  its  villages. 

4^744 

Leydcn  and  Rynland, 

94285 

Amjlerdam  and  its  villages. 

1 1 5022 

Goude  and  its  villages. 

24662 

Rotterdam  with  its  villages. 

28339 

Gornichem  with  its  villages, 

75^5 

Schiedam  with  its  villages. 

10393 

Schoonhoven  with  its  villages, 

10703 

Briel  with  its  villages. 

20156 

The  Hague^ 

17430 

Heufden. 

1444 

481934 

And  fuppofing  that  Wejl-Friejland  might  yield  the 
fourth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  «Ji^^/^  Holland^  ic 
would  amount  to  120483 

In  all  602417 

But  becaufe  poflibly  none  but  intelligent  readers, 
and  fuch  as  have  travelled,  will  believe,  what  we 
fee  is  cuitomary  in  all  places,  that  the  number  of 
people  in  all  populous  countries  is  exceffively  mag- 
nified, and  that  the  common  readers  will  think, 
that  fince  many  would   be  willing   to  evade  the 

poll- 
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poll-tax,  there  was  an  extraordinary  fraud    in   the 
number  given  in  :   I  Ihall  therefore  tollow  the  com- 
mon opinion,  and  conclude,  that  the   number  of 
people   was  indeed  much  greater,  and  that   thefe 
countries  are  fincc  that  time  much  improved  in  the  And  ivlth 
number   of  inhabitants  •,    and  accordingly  I  fhall  ^what  pro- 
give  a  guefs  as   by  vulsar  report,  that  ihe  wliole^^''^"'f''^fJ' 
numoer,   without  excluding  any  inhabitants  what-  r-^j  ^ 
foevcr,  may  amount  to  two  millions  and  lour  hun-  means. 
dred  thoufand  people,  and  that  they  maintain  them- 
felves  as  followeth,  viz. 

By  the  fiflieries  at  fea,  and  fetting  them  out  with 
fhips,  rigging,  cafk,  fait,  and  other  materials,  or  inftru- 
ments,andthe  traffickthatdepcndsthereon,  450000.    450000. 

By  agriculture,  inland-fifhing,  herding,  hay- 
making, turf- making,  and  by  furnilhing  thofe 
people  with  all  forts  of  materials  as  they  are  boor<;, 
or  hufbandmen,  200000.    200000. 

By  making  all  manner  of  manufaólures,  fhipping, 
works  of  art,  mechaniek  or  handicraft  works, which 
are  confumed  abroad  ;  as  likewife  by  trade  relating 
to  the  faid  manufiólures,  650000.    650000. 

By  navigation  or  failing  for  freight  and  trade 
jointly,  by  which  I  mean  carriage  into  foreign 
parts  for  felling  and  buying ;  as  alfo  carrying  to 
and  from  Holland  all  fuch  wares  and  merchandife 
as  relate  not  to  our  fifhing  and  manufadury,  nor 
depend  thereon :  and  laftly,  I  include  herein  alfo  all 
inhabitants  that  are  any  ways  ferviceable  to  fuch 
traders,  and  fhips  let  out  to  freight,  amounting  in 
all  to.  250000.    250000, 

By  all  thefe  inhabitants,  as  being  men,  women,  and 
children,thatmuftbeprovided,andby  workingabouc 
what  is  fpentin  this  country,  as  food,  drink,  cloath- 
ing,  houfing,  and  by  making  or  felling  houfiiould 
ftutF,  and  all  other  things  for  art,  eafe,  pleafure, 
or  ornament.  Ó50000.   6coooo. 
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By  the  labour  and  care  of  all  the  above-men- 
tioned perfons,  being  gentry  without  employment 
or  calling,  civil  magiftrates  and  officers,  thofe  that 
live  upon  their  eftates  or  money,  foldiers,  the 
poor  in  hofpitals,  beggars,  ^c.  200000. 

200OOO-  In  all     2400000. 

^400000.       ^^^  ^1^^^,  ^j^j^  calculation,  whether  confidered  as 
to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  or  their  propor- 
tionable means   of  fubfiftence,  is  very  rough  and 
uncertain  ;  yet  I  fuppofe  it  to  be  evident,  that  the 
eighth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Holland  could  not 
be  fuppHed  with  neceffaries  out  of  its  own  produdt, 
if  their  gain  otherwife  did  not  afiord  them  all  other 
'Tii  the     neceffaries  :  fo  that  homo  homini  deus  in  Jlatu  poli- 
bappinefs    ti^o^  one  man  being  a  god  to  another  under  a  good 
tf/Holan    government,  it  is  an' unfpeakable  blefling  for  this 
fuchasare  l^^^l,  that  there  are  fo  many  people  in  it,   who  ac- 
Unkedtoge-  cording  to  the  nature  of  the  country  are  honeftly 
ther  in  in-  niaintain'd  by  fuch  fuitable  or  proportionable  means, 
^^''^"»       and  efpecially  that  the  welfare  of  all  the  inhabitants 
(the  idle  gentry,  and  foreign  foldiers  in  pay  excepted) 
from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft,  does  fo    neceffarily 
depend  on  one  another  :  and  above  all,  it  is  chiefly 
confiderable,  that  there    are  none  more  really  in- 
terefted  in  the  profperity  of  this  country  than  the 
rulers   of  this  ariftocratical   government^  and  the 
perfons  that  live  on  their  eftates. 

For  fifiiers,  boors,  or  country  people,  owners 
of  lliips  let  to  freight,  merchants  and  manufacturers, 
in  a  general  dcftruélion  of  a  country,  could  eafily 
tranfporr  themfelvcs  into  foreign  parts,  and  there 
fet  up  their  fifning,  agriculture,  or  huibandry, 
{hipping,  merchandize  and  manufaftures :  But  fuch 
as  have  iand.s,  or  immovable  eftates  cannot  do  this  ; 
and  fuppofing  they  could,  and  ihould  fell  their 
eftates  x,\'\  remove  into  other  countries,  yet  would. 
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they  there  have  no  calling  to  fubfift  by,  much  lefs 
can  they  expect  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  the  govern- 
ment, or  procure  any  office  or  advantage  depending 
upon  it. 

However,  this  excellent  and  laudable  harmony  j,i^  the 
and  union  may  be  violated,  even  to  the  ruin  of  all  greotepm 
the  inhabitants,  none  excepted  but  courtiers  and  ^^^PP^^ej), 
foldiers,  and  that  by  one  fole  miftake   in  govern-  '^    1 

•  .  pyof'bcvit'^ 

ment,  which  is  the  ekding  one  fuprcme  head  over  of ' all  the 
all    thefe   inhabitants,  or  over  their  armies.     For  inhabitants 
ieeing  fuch  a    fingle  perfon   for  the  increafe  of  his  ^'-ayberu- 
grundeur,  may  curb  and  obftrucl:  Holland''-,  p-reat-  '"^'"^h  one 
ncfs  and  power,  by  the  deputies  of  the   klier  pro-  of  flate.    ' 
vinces  of  the  generality,   who  alfo  may  in   their 
courfe  check  the  great  and  flourifhing  cities  in  their 
own  provincial  affcmblies,  by  the  fuh'rages  or  votes 
of  the  envious  gentry.     And  the  leflcr  cities,  and 
the  great  perlbns,  courtiers  and   foldiers   being  all 
of  his  party,  and  depending  on  him,   mufi   needs 
prey  upon  the    indullrious  or  v/orking  inhabitants,  j^ameh  h^ 
and  fo  will  make  ufe  of  all  their  power  for  their  ad'vandng 
own  benefit,  and    to  the  detriment  of  the  com-  afwgk-per- 
monalty.     And   to  the  end  they  may  receive  no-^^"  °'^^^.. 
Jet  from  the  great   and  ftrong  cities  of  Holland^  it  „,aj/h-lcy 
follows  that  they   would  either  weaken  or  leffen  and  fol. 
all  fuch  cities,  and  impoverifli   the   inhabitans,  to  «^'^o'- 
make  them  obedient  without  controul.     Which  if 
fo,  we  have  juft  caufe  continually  to  pray,   A  fu- 
rore monarchanim  libera  nos  Doinine  ;  God  preferve 
Holland   from  the  fury  of  a  monarch,  prince,   or 
one  fupreme  head.     But  what  there  is  of  reality  in 
this,  Ihali  be  handled  hereafter  in  a  chapter  apart. 
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CHAP.     X. 

^hat  qiieftkn  confiderd^  ivhy  the  heavy  taxes, 
cccajicnsd  ky  ivar,  have  fiot  drvie7i  Jifii'^ig, 
tradings  maniifaclury,  and  fbipping  out  of 
Holland  ? 

Why  traf-  T  T  is  not  enough  to  know  how  happy  in  general 
jidhasnot  j^  this  Country  is,  in  finding  imployment  for  fo 
fix'd  tn  rnany  hands,  and  affording  them  fuftenance,  fee- 
ing there  have  been  many  caufes  which  would  have 
hindred  the  fuccefs  of  our  fifhing,  navigation  and 
traffick,  had  there  been  but  one  country  among 
the  many  that  are  near  uj,  well  fituated  for  fifhing, 
manufadury,  traffick  and  navigation,  which  du- 
ring our  wars  and  troubles  had  feen  and  followed 
their  own  true  intereft  ;  moft  of  our  neighbouring 
nations,  all  that  time  being  in  a  profound  peace, 
feemed  to  have  lefs  hinderance  for  promoting  ma- 
nufadures,  traffick,  employing  of  fiiips  for  freight 
and  fifhing,  than  our  nation.  So  that  to  purfue 
the  true  intereft  and  maxims  cA Holland^  we  ought 
particularly  to  know  the  reafon,  why  the  great  in- 
conveniencies  of  taxes  and  wars  that  we  have  la- 
boured under,  have  not  occafioncd  the  fifhing, 
manufaólury,  traffick  and  navigation,  to  fettle  and 
fix  in  other  countries ;  as  for  example  in  England^ 
where  if  all  be  well  confidered  they  have  had  far 
greater  advantages  uï  fituation,  harbours,  a  clean 
and  bold  coafl,  favourable  winds,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity of  tranfporting  many  unwrought  commodi- 
ties, a  lafling  peace,  and  a  greater  freedom  from 
taxes  than  we  have. 
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CHAP.     XI. 

Before  we  anfwer  the  [aid  qiiefiion^  we  JJ:all 
relate  the  ancient  Jlate  of  manufaofuries^ 
ffieries,  and  navigation  in  Europe. 

THAT  I  may  from  hence  derive  fome  light, 
I  fhall  premife  a  brief  rebation    how  thefe 
affairs  (lood  in  antient  times. 

It  is  well   known,  that  6  or   700    years  ago,  ^j.o've 
there  were  no  merchints  in  all  Europe^  except  a  'jooyean 
few  in  the  republicks  oï  Ital)\  who  lived  on  the  "go  there 
Mediterranean,  and  traded  with   the  Indian  cara-  '^^^''^^''f 

IT  /^i  1       t  -11       merchants 

vans  in  the  Levant-,  or  polTibly  there  might  ^^  in^yxxo^t, 
found   fome   merchants,    tho*   but  in  few  places, 
that  drove  an  inland  trade  :  fo  that  each  nation 
was  neceflirated  to  fow,  build  and  weave  for  them- 
felves  to  the  northward  and  ealtward,  where  there 
were  then  no  outland  nor  inland  merchants ;  and 
therefore  in    cafe   of  fuperfluity  of  people,    they  Ho^vgreat 
were  compelled  by  force  of  arms  for  want  of  pro-  w^'w?«/- 
vifion,  and  to  prevent  ill  feafons,  and  hunger,  to  ^^^.^'/^^"^^ 
Conquer  more  land.     And  this  caufed  the  irruptions 
of  the  Cel:^^  Cimhri^  Scythians,  Goths,  ^ades. 
Vandals,  liunm,  Franks,  Eurgundians,  Normans, 
&c.  who  till  about  the  year   1000   after  Chrifl*s 
birth,   were   in  their  greateft  ftrengch  -,  all   which 
people,  and  in  a  word,  all  that  fpakeDz^/^r^  or  Ger- 
man, exchanged  their  fuperfluities,  not  for  money, 
but,  as  it  is  reported,  thus  :  two  hens  for  a  goofe,  Em.Suiero 
twogeefe  for  a  fwine,  three  lambs  for  a  flieep,  three  11"' .'^^ 
calves  for  a  cow  i   bartering  of  corn  was  then  alfo     ^"  ^^* 
in  praftice,  by  which  they  knew  how  much  oats 
was  to  be    given  for  barley,  how  much  barley  tor 
rye,    and    rye    for    wheat,    when    they    wanted 
them  ;  fo  that  except  for  eatable  wares  there  was 
neither  barter  nor  traffick.  ' 
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7he  Fie-       The  Flemings  lying  nearefl  to  France  were  the 
"^'"g^        firfh  that  began  to  earn   their   livings  by  weaving, 

Ihe'^ürT  ^"'^  ^*^'^'  ^^^  ^^^^^  '"  ^^'^^  fruitful  land,  where  the 
traders  in  inhabitants  were  not  only  able  to  feed  themfelves, 
tnanufac-    but  alfo  by  the  fuperfluous  growth  of  their  country 
turti.        could  put  themfelves   into  good   apparel  ;     which 
young  Boudewyn  of  Flanders^  about  the  year  960, 
confiderably  improved,  by  fetting  up  yearly  fares 
or  markets  in   feveral  places,  paying  no  duty  or 
toll  for  any  goods  either  exported   or  imported. 
By  which  means  that  way  of  merchandize  improved 
300    years  fucceiTively,  altho*  thofe    commodities 
were  only  confumed   in  France  and  Germany^  'till 
the  many  prejudicial  or  hurtful  laws   of  the  Halis^ 
which  at  iirll  were  fram'd  on  the  pretence  of  pre- 
venting deceit,  and  the  debafmg  of  commodities, 
but  were  in  truth  intended  to  fix  thofe  manufaólures 
to  the  cities :  but  at  lail:  having  by  force,  which  is 
ever  prejudicial   to  trafFick,  driven  much  of  this 
weaving  trade  out  of  the  cities  into  tjie  villages  ;  the 
Kextthcm'^^'^'^'^  between  France  -And.  Flanders  drove  it   back 
the  Bra-    from  the  villages  to  'Tienen  and  Lovain  in  Brahanty 
banciers.     notwlthftanding  which  the  Brabanders    being  no- 
thing more  prudent,  did  by  the  fame  occafion,  viz. 
the  laws  of  the  halls,  and  impofts  en  manufadury 
during  ti*ie  war  againit  France,  occafion  many  tu- 
mults and  uproars  among  the  weavers  about  100 
years  after  in  Flanders,  wliere  at  Gent  in  the  year 
1 30 1,    in  a  tumult  occafion'd    by  fome  coercive 
laws  and  orders  about  their  occupation,  there  were 
flain  two  magiftrates,  and  eleven  other  inhabitants. 
And  at  Bruges  the  next  year  after,  for  the  fame 
caufe,  there  were  fiain  above    1500  in  a   tumult. 
L.ikewife  at  Tpres,  upon  the  fame  occafion,  there 
being  a   mutiny,  the  Vohgt,  or   chief  magiftrate, 
with  the  ten  fcheepens  (being  all  the  magiflraces  of 
the  city)    were  killed.     And   fuch  like   accidents 
h^ippened  afterwards  in  Brabant^  amongft  others  at 

'LovaiKy 


Chap.  II.       frft  into  Holland.  41 

Lovain,  where,  in   a   great  tumult  of  the  cloth- 
weavers  with   their  adherence,  divers  magiftrates 
were  (lain  in  the  council- houie,  and  feveral  of  the 
offenders  fled  into  England^  whither  they  firft  car- 
ried  the  art  of  drapery  :  but    many  other  cloth- 
weavers,  with  their  followers,  as  well  Brabaiiders 
as  Flemings^  difperled  themfelves  into  the  countries 
beyond  the  Mafe^  and  into  Holland  •,  and  amongft  Lajlly,  the 
other  places,  many  of  them  fixed  at  hoyden.     Mean  ^°^  ^"' 
while,  the  German  knights  of  the  crofs,  after  the  ^;_,^  g^»^ 
year  1200,  under  pretence    of  reducing  the  Hea-  liih. 
thens  to  the  Chriftian  fliith,  made  themfelves  ma- 
ilers not  only  of  barren  Pomerania^  and  tiie  river 
Oder^  which   they  fuffered  the   converted   princes 
to  enjoy,  but  of  rich  Pniffia  and  Lyfiand^  and  the 
rivers  fVeijJel^    Pregol^    and    Duina^    and    confe- 
quently  of  all  thofe  which  fill   into  the  fea,  out  of 
fruitful   Poland^  Lithuania,  or  Rujfia.     By  which 
Gonveniency  the  eaftern  cities   that  lay  neareft  to 
the   fca,  began    to   fetch    away    their   bulky   and 
*  unwrought  goods,  and  to  carry  them  to  the  Ne-    *  Whkh 
therlands^  England,  Spain,  and  France,  and  like-  '^'-''^'"^ 
wife  from   thence  to  and  fro  to  export  and  import  ^>""fpo>-i<"i 

1 1     L  J       I  r  (^  •  beyond  the 

ail  the  goods  that  were  luperliuous  or  wanting.         /^   ^^^^ 
And  feeing  by  the  v/ars  about  the  year  1360,  be-  dealt  h  by 
tween  Denmark   and   Sweden,    they  fuffered    great  the  Eall- 
loifes  by  fca,  and  amongft   others  were  plundered  '^^"^>t'yp<^°- 
by  the  ïimonsJVisbuy,  fixty-fix  of  their  cities  cove- -^  ^' 
nanted  together,  to  fcour  or  cleanfe   the  leas  from  J^'heK,and 
fuch  piracies,  and  to  fecure  their  goods  :  and   thus  ^."''.'^'^''-^ 
they  became  and   continued,  by  that  eaflern  trade,  ^^,^  Hans- 
the  only  traffickers  and  carriers  by  lea,   beating  by  toivnsijcas 
that  means  all  other  nations  out  of  the  ocean,    till  ^'^'^^'S"'''' 
alter  the  the  year  1400,  that   the  ait  of  fairing  and 
curing  of  herrings  being  found  out  in  Flanders,  the 
fifheries  in   theie  Netherlandi  being  added  to  our 
manuradurcs,  proved  to    be  of  more  importance 
than  the  trade   and  navigation  of  the  Eajlerlings, 

and 
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and  therefore  encreafed  more  and   more  with  the 

traffick  by  Tea  to  Bruges^  which  laded  to  the  year 

1482,  when  Flanders  had  wars  with  the  arch-duke 

Maximilian^  about  the  guardianlhip  of  his  fon  and 

j^nd  hoiv  ^'S  dominions,  which  laded  ten  years.  Mean  while 

the  trade  SluySy  the  fea-port  of  i^r/;<^^i?j,  being  for  the  moft  part 

fe/Ito  them  \  ^f^fted,  thofe  oï Antwerp  and  Amfterdam^  to  draw 

A   wir*  the  trade  to  their  cities,  aflllled  the  duke  in  his  un- 

ond  Am'  bridled  tyranny,  and  barbarous  deftrudion  of  the 

fterdam.    country,  thereby  regained  his  favour,  and  attain'd 

tneir  own  ends.     And  fteing  the  Italians  by  rheir 

Levant  trade,  had  gotten  fome  feed  of  filk- worms 

from  China  zrAPerJia,  and  raifed  fuch  abundance  of 

thofe  worms,  and  mulberry  trces,th3t  they  wove 

many  filk  (luffs,  and  in  procefs  of  tim-j  had  difpers'd 

their  filks  every  where,  and  began  to  vent  many  of 

them  at  Antwerp:  and  moreover,  when  the  paflages 

to  the  Weji  and  Eaji-Indies  by  fea  were  difcovered, 

and  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  fold  their  goods 

and  fpices  ax  Antwerp  •,  as  alfo  that  the  Netherlandifh 

drapery  was  much  of  it  removed  into  England ;  and 

Ho^ gnat  t]\(i  Engltjh  alfo  fettling  their  ftaple  ■ht  Antwerp^  thefe 

amerchan- ^^^^^  produc'd  many  new  effeds. 

Antwern"^      J .  Tho'  Antwerp  was,  in   re  fpeft  of  its   good 

formerly     foundation,  and  far  extended  traffick,  the  moft  re- 

'u:as,         nowned  merchandizing   city  that  ever  was  in  the 

world,    fending   many   Ihips    to   and    again   from 

France^  England^  Spain^  Italy,  and  making  many 

filk  manufaólures  ;  yet  Brabant  and  Flanders  were 

too  remote,  and  ill  fituated  for  eredlingat  Antwerp^ 

or  near  it,  the  fifhery  of  haddock,  cod,  and   her- 

fhe  trade  ring,  and  for  making  that  trade  as  profitable  there, 

of  '«'■"5''»  ns  it  miohc  be  in  Holland. 

ourfijhcries  2.  Tho  the  Eafterlings  built  their  caltern  houies, 
and  manu-  and  fet  up  their  ftaple  at  Antiverp.,  yet  had  they 
failures,  not  the  conveniency  at  once  of  tranfporting  their 
•wthdrenM  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  from  the  caftward,  in  purfuance  of 
iar.d.         ïheir  new  corrtfpondence  with  the  Spaniards  and 

Italians^ 
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Italians,  but  were  ncccflitated  to  have  it  laid  up 
anew  in  Antwerp,  to  prevent  its  fpoiling  ;  efpe- 
cially  when  we  add  this  confideration,  that  thofe  re- 
mote lands  had  not  occafion  to  take  off  whole  fhips 
ladings  of  fine  wares  which  Antwerp  afforded,  as 
the  y^ntwerpers  could  take  off  whole  fhips  ladings 
of  herring  and  faked  fifh,  befides  the  rough  and 
manufadur'd  eaftern  and  many  other  commodities, 
which  are  manufiflur'd  and  fpent  in  this  country. 

3.  The //ö//««^^ri  fifhery  of  haddock,  cod,  and 
herring,  and  the  great  conveniency  they  have  of 
felling  them  all  at  liome,  and  tranfporting  them 
abroad,  was  the  rcafon  that  the  Eaftern  countries 
took  off  very  much  of  our  herrings  and  fait.  The 
trade  to  that  country,  fince  the  breaking  in  of  the 
inlet  or  paffage  into  the  l^cxel,  about  the  year  1400, 
when  the  river  Ye  began  to  be  navigated  with  great 
fhips,  fettled  it  felf  by  degrees  moftly  at  Amjierdam^ 
and  part  of  it  in  England. 

CHAP.    XII. 

For  anpiver  to  the  jormer  qiiefimi^  it  is  here 
particularly  P:ewn^  that  jijhing  and  traffck 
muft  entirely  fettle  in  Holland,  and  manu- 
faciuries  muft  do  the  like  for  the  moji  part, 
and  conjequently  navigation^  or  failing  upon 
freight, 

THIS  was  the  flate  of  trade  till  the  year  1585, 
when   Antwerp   was    taken    by    the  prince 
of  Parma,     For  that  city  being  thus  wholly  fhut 
up  from  the  fea,  and  the  king  of  Spain  very  im- 
prudently negle6ling  to  open  the  Scheld,  being  de- 
firous,  according  to  the  maxims  of  monarchs,  to  How  the 
weaken  that  ftrong  city,  v/hich  he  thought  too  pow-  *^"^^  ^"^ 
erful  for  him,  and  to  difperfe  the  traffick  over  his\^g^p  ^, 
many  other  cities  ;  he  bent  all  his  ftrength   againft  Amfter- 
the  frontiers  of  Gelderland,  England,  and  France,  dam. 

whereby 
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whereby  the  merchants  oï  Antwerp  were  necefTitated 
to  forfake  their  city,  and  confequently  to   chiife 
Amfterdam  to    fettle  in,  which  before  the  troubles 
was,  next  to  /intzverp,  the  greateft  mercantile  city 
of  the  Nethe7'lands.     For  when  we  rightly  confider 
the  innumerable  inconveniences  found  in  all  iflands, 
and  efpecially  northwarJ,  by  reafon  of  ftorms  and 
long  winters,  in  the  confumption  of  goods  bought, 
and  the  necelfary  communication  with  many  inland 
neighbours  ;  every  one  may  eafily  imagine  why 
the  Antwerpers  fat  not  down  in  the  adjacent  iflands 
Wh^  notto^^  Zé-öZ/^/ïci ;  and    befides,  neither   in  France  nor 
//^/Zea-    England   was  there  any  liberty  of  religion,  but  a 
lard  monarchical  government  in  both,  with  high  duties 

ijlands^      on  goods  imported  and  exported.     And  tlio*  the 
Hor  to       proteftant  merchants,   by  reafon  of  the  great'  p«:ace 
France »o/- and  good  fituation  0Ï  England^  would  have  moft 
England,   inclined  to  fettle  there  ;  yet  were  they  difcouraged 
from  coming  into  a  country  where   there  were  no 
city-excifes  or  impoft  on  lands,  or  any  other  raxes 
equally  charging  all,  whether  inhabitants  or  ftran- 
gers ;   but  heavy  taxes  and  cuftoms  laid  on  all  g^ods 
imported  and  exported,  by  which   foreigners  and 
their  children  and  grandchildren,  according  1:0  the 
Jaws  of  the  land,  muft  pay  double  as  much  as  the 
natural  EngUJh;  yea  in  the  fubfidies  of  parliam.ent, 
which  extend  to  perpetuity  on  foreigners  and  their 
children,  they  muft  pay  doable  uffcffment :  bcfides 
which  all  drangers   are  excluded  f  om  their  guilds 
and  halls  of  trade  and  manufaclures  •,  fo  that  none 
have  the  freedom  there  to  work,  either  as  journey- 
man or  mafter-workman,  fave  in  that  whereof  the 
AV /0  ö;;u  ^"^'^bitants   are  ignorant.     And  all    thcfe   difcou- 
Eailern^-  ragements  were  alfo  for  the  moft  part  in  the  Eaftern 
''^^'  cities  ;  yea   in   Etigland  as  well    ns  in  the  Eaftern 

cities,  a  foreigner,  tho*  an  inhabitant,  was  not  fuf- 
fered  to  fell  to  any  other  but  citizens ;  nor  to  fell 
wares    by  retail,  or  for  confumption,  or  to  buy 

any 
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any  fort  of  goods  of  ftrangers,  or  of  inhabitants  that 
are  ftrangers,  neither  by  wholefale  nor  retail :  all 
which  made  them  think  England  no  fit  place  for 
them  to  fettle  in. 

It  happened  alfo    at   the  fame  time,  that   the 
king  of  Spain  allowing  no  where    a    toleration   of 
religion,  but  making  continual   war,  and  utterly 
negleding  the  fcouring  and   cleanfing  of  the  feas, 
the   fifhing,  and  remaining  traffick  of  the  Fkmifh 
cities,   which  they  drove    into  foreign   parts,  did 
wholly  ceafe  ;  fo  far  were   they  from   recovering 
the  loft  trade  oï  Antivcrp.     So  that  the  FlemiJJj  fifli-  ^'h  «// 
ing   alfo  fell   inio  Holland :  but   the  manutliólures ''f^'"'"''"' 
were  thus  divided;  one   third  of  the  dealers  and  ^y}  ^^/^_ 
weavers  of  fiiys,  damafi<:,  and  ftockings,   i^c.  \vtViX.ba7idon 
cafually  into  Enzland  &c.  becaufe  that  trade  was  l^'i^nders 
then  new  to   the  EvFlifJj.  and   therefore  under  no  f       "^l 
halls  nor  guilds.    Another  great  part  or  them  went,.^,^-^^  ^^ 
to  Ley  den  ;  and  the  traders   in  linnen   fettled  moft  traffick  a>id 
at   llaerlem.     But   there  were   ftill  a  great  num-  ^a^uigation 
ber  of  traders  in  manufaólures   that  remained  in  ^''Holland. 
Flanders  and  Brabant :    for   feeing   thofe   goods 
were  continually   fent   to  France  and  Germany  by 
land- carriage,  it    was  impoffible    for   us   to  pre- 
vent it  by  our  fhips  of  war,  or  any  other  means 
imaginable. 

On  the  other  fide,  feeing   that   in  Flanders  and  Namelf 
Brabant^  efpecially  in   th.-  villages  where  the  ma  h  reafm 
nufaólurcs  are  mcftiy  made,  there  are  but  fmall  im- "/  ^^^  ^^<f 
poftspaid,  and  in  Uolhindihc  taxes  were  very  great,  Holland ^'^ 
they  might  therefore  have  borne  the  charge  ot  car- 
rying thofe  goods  by  land  into  fome  French  har- 
bours,  from  whence  they    might  have  been   tranf- 
ported  to  any  part  of  the  world  :  and  therefore  upon 
good    advice  we  thought  it  our  intereft  to  permit 
thofe  Flanijh  manumftures,  tho'  wro:/ght   by  cur 
enemies,  to  be  brought  into  cur  couuzxy  oï  Holland^ 
charging  them  with  fomewhat  \d^  duty  than  they 

muft 
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muft  have  been  at  by  going  the  furtheft  way 
about.  And  thus  did  thofe  manufaétures  of  fo- 
reign countries,  by  means  of  immunities  from 
impofts  and  halJs,  greatly  improve  and  flourilh 
in  thofe  villages,  becaufe  they  could  be  made  as 
cheap  or  cheaper  than  ours,  which  from  time 
to  time  were  more  and  more  charged  with  du- 
ties on  the  confumption.  Yea,  and  which  is  worthy 
of  admiration,  they  were  charged  with  convoy- 
money  and  other  taxes  upon  exportation,  till  about 
the  year  1634.  when  by  the  Fnvzr/^  and  Butch  wars, 
and  winter-quarters,  all  the  moft  flourifhing  villa- 
ges of  Flanders^  Brabant^  and  the  lands  beyond 
the  Meufe  were  plundered,  and  the  richeft  mer- 
chandizing cities  obftruéled  from  fending  away 
their  goods.  So  that  the  cities  of  Holland  were 
hereby  filled  with  inhabitants  and  their  manufac- 
tures fold  there  -,  which  was  the  greateft  caufe  of 
the  increafe  of  trade  in  this  country,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  riches  of  the  inhabitants. 

CHAP.    XIII. 

That  Amflerdam  is  provided  ivith  better  means 
of  fubfiftence^  and  is  a  greater  city  of  traf- 
Jick^  and  Holland  a  richer  iuerchandizing 
country^  than  ever  was  in  the  world. 

Why  Am-TJUT  above  all  Amjierdam  hath  thriven  moft 

ilerdam     J3  '"  ^^^  ^^^^^   ^f  merchandizes,   and  means  of 

is  become  fubfiftence  and  enlargement.     Fvr  tho*  itfeems  not 

'y/r^7^''"-r  ^^  ^^  fo  well  fituated  as  many  other  towns  in  South 

/ci /«Eu-^"^^  Ncrth'Holland^  for  receiving  goods  that  come 

rope.        from  fea,  and  tranfporting  others  beyond  fea,  as 

alfc)  becaufe  of  the  fliallowncfs  of  the  Pampus^  for 

v/hich  fliips  mult  lade,  or  unlade    moft  of  their 

goods,  and  wait  for  winds  in    that  unfafe  road  of 

the 
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the  Tt:xel ;  yet  in  this  particular  of  the  greateft  con- 
fid  eration,  Amjterdam  lies  better  than  any  town  in  Namely  h 
Holland^    and   poflibly    better    than  any    city    in  ^if^lJ'^^ 
Europe^  to  receive  the  fifii  manufadure,  and  other y^/^.^j?^^ 
commodities  which  are  taken  and  made  by  others, 
and  efpeciajly  to  receive   from  the   (hipping   into 
their  warehoufcs  (lore-goods  to  be  fpent  at  home. 
And  it  is  well  known  to  all  perfons  whether  owners 
of  (hips  failing  for  freight,  or  merchants,  that  this 
is  a  veiy  great  conveniency  for  readily  equipping 
and  full   lading   of  (hips,  and  felling  their  goods 
fpeedily,  and  at   the   higheft  price,  which  is  ten 
times  more  confiderable  than  a  conveniency  of  im- 
porting or  exporting  goods  fpeedily,  or  than  the 
damages  fuffered  by  the  dorms,  which  may  h.ippen 
(tho'  but  feldom)  in  the  Texel.     For  men  having 
an  eye  to  their  ordinary  and  certain  profit  accord- 
ing to  true  information  of  the  prefent  opportunity 
of  gain  from  abroad,  whether  remote  or  near  at 
hand,  by  export  and  import,  they  are  ever  moved 
more  by  fuch  an  opportunity,  than  deterred  by  fuch 
misfortunes,  efpecially  if  they  have  kept  or  referved 
fuch  an  eftate  or  credit  as  to  be  (till  able  to  conti- 
nue their  traffick.     At  leaft  it  is  certain  that  mif- 
fortunes  depending  on  fuch  unknown  and  uncertain 
caufes,    and  happening  fo  feldom,  are  ever   litda 
apprehended,  and   eaiily  forgotten  by  thofe  thac 
have  not  had  any  lofs  by  that  means.     And  if  any 
one  (hould  doubt  whether  Amjterdam  be  fituate  as 
well  and  better  than  any  other  city  oï  Holland  for  Which 
traffick,  and  (hips  let  out  to  freight,  let  him  but  '^'^"/^^^  f 
pleafe   to  confider  in  how  few  hours  (when  ^^'^^^aii^npui' 
wind  is  favourable)  one  may  fail  from  Amfterdam  ted gooJs. 
to  all  the  [.ov</m  of  Friejland,  OveryJ/el,  Guelderland., 
and    North-Holland,    ^  vice  verfa,    feeing  there 
is  no  alteration  of  courfe  or  tides  needful :  and   in 
how  fliort  a   time,  and  how  cheap   and  eafily  one 
may  travel  from  any  of  tht  towns  oï South-Holland, 


48  That  'Trade  miifi  needs         Part  T. 

or  other  adjacent  inland  cities  X.0  Amjlerdam^  every 
one  knows.     And  it  hath  evidently  appeared  how 
much  the  convenient  fituation  oï  Amfterdam  was 
ciVeemed  by  the  Antwerp  merchants,  fince  the  trade 
oï  Antvjerp  ^K.tdx\ovihtx:tb\M2X  Amjierdam.  And 
after  that  the  Antwerp   trade  was  added  to  their 
eaftern  trade  and  fifhing,  the  Amjlcrdammers  then 
got    by  their   fword  the  whole  Eafi-India  trade, 
atleaft  the  monopoly  of  all  the  richeft  fpices,  and  a 
great  trade  to  the  IVej^-Indies  ;  and   upon  that  fol- 
lowed the  whale-Bfhing :  as  alfo  by  the  German 
wars,  they  acquired  the  confumption  of  the  Italian 
filk   ftufis,  which  ufed  to  be  carried  by  land,  and 
fold  there.     And  befides,  the  raw  filks  have  given 
them  a  fliir  opportunity  of  making  many  fi!k  (tuffs, 
as  did  the  \\?Ahoï  Leaden ^  and  an  ill  maxim  of  not 
early  laying  out  the  ground  of  a  city,  or  not  fuffer- 
ing  any  out-buildings  beyond  the  place  allowed  for 
building,  which  was   the  only  occafion  that  the 
weaving  of  wool  was  praclifed,  not  only  in  many 
other   provinces   and  cities,   but   alfo  throughout 
Holland^    and  efpecially  at  Amfterdam.     And  at 
laft   thereupon    followed  the  troubles  in  England, 
and  our  deftruclive  tho'  fhort  v/ar  with  them,  and 
theirs  againft  the  king  oï  Spain  -,  as  alfo  the  wars  of 
the  Northern  king>  among  themfelves,  which  were 
fo  prejudicial  to  us.     By  thofe  eight  years  troubles 
the  inhabirants  of /^ö//j«^  probably  loft  more  than 
they  had  gain'd  in  20  years  before. 
^he  Hoi-       ^^  is   neverthelefs  evident,  that  the  Hollanders 
landers^rf  having  well  n'gh  beaten  all  nations  by  traffick  out 
become  the  of  the  great  ocean,  the  Mediterranean.,  Indian.,  and 
""P  ^^'^'^   Baltick  Seas  •,  they  are  the  great,  and  indeed  only 
„a^vigators  Carriers  of  goods  throughout  the  world  ;  catching 
ofthejras,  of  herring,  haddock,  cod  and  whale,  making  many 
'which  is  a  foprg  of  manuf  iflures  arid  merchandize  for  foreign 
^'J^'J^;/J  parrs.     Wh^ch  is  fo  grear.  a  bleffing  f^r  the  inhabi- 
mrhih»hi-  t^f^^s,  and  efpecially  for  the  rulers  of  the  land,  and 
tants.  thofe 
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thofe  that  are  benefited  by  them,  that  a  greater 
cannot  be  conceived,     And  feeing  I  may  prefiime 
to  üy  that  I  have  clearly  Ihewn,  in  the  foregoing 
chapter,    that   HoUand^'i   welfiire   and    profpericy 
wholly  depends  on  the  flourifhingof  manutaóliiries, 
fifhery,  navigation  of  fliips  on  freight,  and  traffick  •, 
it  feems  that  the  order  of  nature  obliges  me  to  give 
my  thoughts  in  particular  of  all  matters  whereby 
the  Holland  manufaéturies,  fifheries,  fhips  let  out 
to  freight,  and  traffick,  may  be  improved  or  im- 
paired.    But  feeing  that  would  afford  us  endKfs 
matter  of  fpeculation,  exceeds  my  fkill,  and  is  in- 
confiftent  with  my  intended  brevity  •■,  I  fhall  fiuisfy 
myfelf  in  laying  down  the  principal  heads  thereof, 
and  that  in  fhort. 

CHAP.     XIV. 

That  freedom  or  toleration  tn^  and  about  the 
Jervice  or  worfiip  of  God,    is  a  powerful 
means  to  preferve  ?7iany  inhabitants  in  Hol- 
land, and  allure  foreigners  to  dwell  amongji 

US'. 


N  the  firfl:  place  it  is  certain,  that  not  only  thofe  By  liberty 
that  deal  in  manufaólures,  fifhing,  traffick,  fhip-  ofconfd- 
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ping,  and  thofe  that  depend  on  them,  but  alfo  all  ^"'' J^"^"^ 
civilized  people  muft  be  fuppofed  to  pitch  upon  ^^  ^ra-iv» 
fome  outward  fervice  of  God  as  the  beft,  and  to  be  out  of  other 
averfe  from  all  other  forms;  and  that  fuch  perfons  countries 
do  abhor  to  travel,  and  much  more  to  go  and  f^'f,    j' 
dwell  in  a  country,  where  they  are  not  permitted 
to  ferve  and  worfhip  God  outwardly,  after  fuch  a 
manner  as  they  think  fit.     And  alio  that  as  to  free- 
dom about  the  outward  fervice  of  God,  during  the 
troubles,  and  fhortly  after  ;   when  the  manufaftu- 
ries,  trading,  and  navigation  for  freight  bt-gan  to 
fettle  in  Holland,  the  magiftrate  was  fo  tender  and 

E  indulgent 
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indulgent,  that  there  were  very  few  ufeful  inhabi- 
tants driven  thence  by  any  rigour  or  hard(hi[),  much 
lefs  any  foreigners:  fo  that  it  brings  that  maxim 
into  my  mind,  that  *  the  fureft  way  to  keep  any 
thing,  is  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  means  whereby 
it  was  at  lirfi:  acquired. 

And  among  thofe  means,  comes  firft  into  con- 
fideration  the  freedom  of  all  forts  of  religion  differ- 
,    ing  from  the  Reformed.     For  in  regard  all  our 
deny  in    neighbours  (except  Great  Britain  ^nd  tht  United 
all  neigh-   Provinces)  and  for  the  moft  part  all  far  remote 
boiiring      jands,  are  not  of  the  reformed  religion ;  and  that 
nations  ge-  ^y^^  clergy  Under  the  papacy  have  their  own  jurif- 
f7r/eaae    diólioii  :  and  feeing,  if  not  all  thofe  that  are  called 
thofe  that  fpiritual,  yet  the  clergy  at  lead  that  differ  from 
^iprfrom  us,  havc  in  all  countries  a  fettled  livelihood,  which 
the  ■publiek  (jgpenc^s  not  on  the  political  welfare  of  the  land :  we 
'  fee  that  through  human  frailty,  they  do  in  all  thefe 
countries  think  fit  to  teach  and  preach  up  all  that 
can  have  a  tendency  to  their  own  credit,  profit,  and 
eafe,  yea,  tho'  it  be  to  the  ruin  of  the  whole  coun- 
try j  and  moreover,  when  the  doctrine,  counfel, 
and  admonition  of  thefe  men  is  not  received  by  any 
of  their  auditors,  thefe  clergymen  do  then  very  un- 
mercifully ufe  to  profecuce  them  odio  theologico. 
Whereas  neverthelefsall  chriftian  clergymen  ought 
to  reft  latisfied,  according  to   their  matter's  doc- 
trine,  to  enlighten   the  minds  of  men  with  the 
truth,  and  to  fliew  them  the  way  to  eternal  life, 
and  afterwards  to  endeavour  to  perfwade,  and  turn 
Which  yet  fuch  enlightned  perfons  in  all  humility  and  meek- 
oppugnsthe  nefs  into  the  path  that  leads  to  filvation.     It  is  evi- 
doarine  »ƒ  dent  that  all  people,  efpecially  Chriftians,  and  more 
t^egojpe .  particularly  their  publiek  teachers,  ought  to  be  far 
from  compelling,  either  by  fpiritual  or  bodily  pu- 
nifliment,  thofe  that  tor  want  of  light  and  perfua- 

f]on 
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fion  are  not  inclined  to  go  to  the  publiek  church, 
to  do  any  outward  a6l,  or  to  fpeak  any  words  con- 
trary to  their  judgment ;  for  fotejias  coercendi^  the 
coercive  power  is  given  only  to  the  civil  magilirate  ; 
all  the  power  and  right  which  the  ecclefiadicks 
have,  if  they  have  any,  muft  be  derived  from  them, 
as  the  fame  is  excellently  and  unanfwerably  fhewn 
by  Lucius  Antijlius  Coyiftans^  in  his  book  de  Jure 
Ecclefajlicorum  lately  printed. 

Indeed  the  eflential  and  only  difference  between  "" 
the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  power  is  this,-  that  the 
civil   doth  not  teach  and  advife  as  the  other  doth, 
but  commands  and  compels  the  inhabitants  to  per- 
form or  omit  fuch  outward  aflions,  or  to  (ufftr 
fome  certain   punifnment  for  their   difobedience  ; 
fo  that  they  have  dominion  over  the  fubjefl,  five 
"jolentes.  Jive  nolentes^  whether  they  will  or  no.  J^^'^ofe  au- 
Whereas  on  the  other  fide,  the  duty  of  chridian  ^'^"/'^  ^^ 
teachers  is  to  inftruót  and  advife  men  to  all  chri- ^„^'^^  ^„^ 
ftian  virtues,  as  trufling  in  God  our  Saviou»',  the  exhort. 
hope  of  poifelfing  a  future  eternal  blefied  life,  and    q^^ 
the  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour.     Which  vir- 
tues confifting  only  in  the  inv/ard  thoughts  of  our 
minds,  cannot  be  put  into  us  by  any  outward  vio- 
lence or  compulsion,  but  only  by  the  inlightning 
and  convincing  reafons  of  minifters,  who  to  effect 
this,  muft  on  all  occafions  comply  with  the  ftae 
and   condition  of  their  hearers,  and  be  the  leaft 
amongft  them :  and  thus  making  themfelves  the 
leaft,  and  thereby  converting  moft,  and  bringing 
forth  moft  good  fruits,  they  fhall  be  the  firft  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Whofocver  will  'be  chief  among  j^^tt.  zq, 
you.,  let  him  be  your  fcToant.     And  befides,  it  is  27. 
well  known  that  our  Lord  Chrift  pretended  to  no 
other  kingdom  or  dominion  on  earth  {jots  kingdom  John  18. 
not  being  of  this  -world)  than  that  every  one  being  3Ö. 
convinced  of  this  his  true  dcdlrine,  and  wholefomc 
advice,  and  of  his  holy  fufferings  for  us,  fnould 

E  2  freely 
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freely  be  fubjefl  to  him,  not  with  the  outward  man 
only,  to  do  or  omit  any  ad;ion,  to  fpeak  or  be  filent, 
John  4.     but  with  the   inward  man  in  f-pirit  and  truths  to 
love  God,  himfclf,  and  his' neighbour ;  to  truft  in 
that  God  and  Saviour  in  all  the  occurrences  of  our 
lives,  and  by  his  infinite  wifdom,  mercy  and  power, 
to  hope  for  a  bleffed  and  everlafting  Hate  for  our 
fouls.     So  that  it  became  not  his  difciples,  or  fol- 
lowers, and  apoftles,  much  lefs  our  prefent  publiek, 
preachers,    to  fet  themfelves  above  their  fpiritual 
lord  and  mailer,  to  lord  it  over  others.     The  kings 
T  1    2-'    ^f  ^^^  Gentiles  exercije  lor d/Joip  over  them  \  but  ye 
25,  26."  fl^Mnot  befo.  The  gofpel  alfo  teacheth  us,  that  they 
fhould  not  lord  it  over  the  people,  but  ought  to  be 
their  fervants,  and  miniflers  ot  the  word  of  God. 
But  notwithftanding  all  this,   We  fee,  that  by  thefe 
evil  ambitious  maxims  of  the  clergy,  almoft  in  all 
countries,  the  diflenters,  or  fuch  as  own  not  the  opi- 
nion of  the  publiek  preachers,  are  turned  out  of  the 
civil  ftate  and  perfecuted  -,  for  they  are  not  only  ex- 
cluded from  all  government,  magiftracies,  offices 
and  benefices  (which  is  in  fome  mealure  tolerable  for 
the  fecluded  inhabitants,  and  agrees  very  well  with 
the  maxims  of  polity,  in  regard  it  is  well  known  by 
experience  in  all  countries  to  be  neceflary,  as  tending 
to  the  common  peace,  that  one  religion  fhould  pre- 
vail and  be  fupported  above  all  others,  and  accord- 
ingly is  by  all  means  authorized,  favoured,  and  pro- 
teóied  by  the  ftate,  yet  not  fo,  but  that  the  exercife 
of  other  religions  at  the  fame  time  be  in  fome  mea- 
So  that      fure  publickly  tolerated,  at  leaft  not  perfecuted)  but 
many,  to    are  fo  pcrfecuted,  that  many  honeft  and  ufeful  inha- 
efcapethat  ^jfants,  to  cfcape  thofc  fines,  banidiments,  or  corpo- 
^tionfor-    •''^^  puniflimencs,  to  which  by  adhering  to  the  prohi- 
fake  their  bited  fcrviceof  God  they  are  fubj.d:,  abandon  their 
nati^je       own  fwect  native  country,  and,  to  obtain  their  li- 
ceuntry,     b^pty,  chufe  to  come  and  fit  down  in  our  barren 
T/IhoI.  and  heavy  tax'd  country. 

Yea, 
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Yea,   and  which    is   more,    in   fome  countries 
thefe  churchmen  will  go  To  far,  as  by  an  inquifi- 
tion  to  inquire  who  they  are  that  differ  from  the 
opinion  of  the  authorized  preachers;   and  firll  by 
admonition  and  excommunication,    bereave  them 
of  their  credit,  and  afterwards  of  their  liberty,  cf-  ^, .  , 
tare  or  life.     And  as  heretofore  the  RonvJIo  ^^'^^ëV  /icutioi^^r 
were  not  fatisfied  v/ith  obllruóliiig  the  divine  fer-  nuorjhip- 
vice  of  thofe  that  diifented  from  them,  but  laboured //;?§•  of 
to  bring  the  inquifition  into  all  places  ;  fo  would  ^°'^^  '^ 
it  be  a  great  wonder  if  the  ecclefiafticks  in  Holland '^^^^'^^  f'"'' 
fhould  not  follow  the  fame  worldly  courfe,  to  the  the  [late. 
ruin  of  the  country,   if  they  conceiv'd  it  tended  to 
the  increafe  of  their  own   profit,  honour,  power 
and  grandeur.     At  lead  we  fee  it  in  almofb  all 
countries,  where  the  beft  and  moft  moderate,  yea 
even  where  the  reformed   clergy  bear  fway,  that 
diflenting  affemblies  are  prohibited.     And  feeing 
that  the  publiek  divine  worfhip  is  fo  neceffary  for 
mankind,    that   without   it  they   would    fill    into 
great   ignorance  about  the   fervice  of  God,   and 
confequently    into   a   very    bad    life  ;     and    fince 
man's  life  is  fubje6l  to   many  miferies,  therefore 
every  one  is  inclined  in  this  wretched  (late  to  nou- 
rifh  or  comfort  his  foul  with  the  hope  of  a  better  : 
and  as  men  hope  very  eafily  to  obtain  the  fame  by 
a  free  and  willing  attention  to  a  doélrine  they  think 
to   be  built  on  a   good  foundation:   fo  every  one 
may  eafily  perceive  how  impoflible  it  is  to  make  ƒ     f/''' 
any  man  by  compulfion  to  hope  for  fuch  advan-  cotfoerfion 
tage,  in   that  which   he  cannot   apprehend  to   be  of  the  er- 
well   grounded;    and   accordingly    the  diflenting '•<"'^'"'^- 
party  clearly  difcovcr  the  vanity  of  all  manner  of 
force  in  masters  of  religion. 

Moreover,  feeing  all  matters  of  fift,  and  like- 
wife  of  fiith,   mud  in  fome  meafure  be  proved  by 
tcftimony  of  good  credit,  fuch  as  is  irreproachable, 
or  b.7ond  exception  ;  and  that  all  that  are  thus 
E  3  perfecuted. 
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perfecuted,  whether  by  excommunication,  fines, 
b.mifhment  or  corporal  punifhments,  reproach  and 
hate  their  perfecutors,  to  wit,  the  publiek  autho- 
rifed  preachers,  as  their  enemies  ;  it  is  evident  that 
thofe  perfecutors  lofe  all  their  weight  to  perfuade 
people  in  matters  of  faith  by  means  of  their  pub- 
lick  authority,  which  otherwife  would  be  great 
among  the  common  people.  And  befides,  we  fee, 
that  all  perfecuted  people  continually  exercife  their 
tlioughts  upon  any  thing  that  feems  to  confirm 
their  own  judgment,  and  of:- times  out  of  mere 
ftomachfulnefs  and  animofity  will  not  ponder  and 
fedatcly  confider  their  enemies  reafons  :  fo  that  the 
perfecuted  people  being  wholly  turn'd  a  fide  from 
the  truth  of  God's  worlliip  by  fuch  violence  and 
compulfion,  become  hardned  in  their  error.  By 
this  means  manifold  wars,  miferies  and  removals 
pf  habitations  have  been  occafioned  fince  the  re- 
formation :  and  the  like  aótions  will  Itill  have  the 
like  efi:eds.  How  prejudicial  fuch  coercive  prac- 
' And  hurt'  tices  are,  efpecially  .in  rich  trafficking  cities,  Lu-^ 
f^}  !° J^^  beck^  Collen,  and  Aix  la  Chapelle  may  inftrufl  us, 
^i'üi  J  a  e.  ^YJ,gj.g  j^Qj.|^  j-j^j^  rulers  and  fubjeds  of  thofe  lately 

fo  famous  cities  have  fince  the  reformation  loft 
mofl:  of  their  wealth,  and  chiefly  by  fuch  compul- 
fion in  reiigiop  -,  many  oï  the  inhabitants  being 
thereby  driven  out  of  their  refpedive  cities,  and 
ftrangers  difcouraged  from  coming  to  refide  in 
them.  And  tho'  according  to  clear  reafon,  and 
holy  writ,  the  true  glory  and  fame  of  all  rulers 
confifts  in  the  multitude  of  their  fubjedls,  yet  do 
thefe  churchmen  (forgetting  their  credit,  their 
country,  and  their  God,  which  is  a  threefold  im- 
piety) continue  to  teach,  that  it  is  better  to  have  a 
city  of  an  orthodox  or  found  fairh,  ill  (locked 
with  people,  than  a  very  populous,  and  godly 
city,  but  tainted  with  herefy.  Thus  it  is  evident 
that  to  allow  ail  men  the  exercife  of  their  religion 

with 
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with  more  freedom  dian  in  other  nations»  would  ^0  that  ef- 
be  a  very  effeólual  means  for  Holland  to  allure  ^^'^'j^'''^^'* 
people  out  of  other  countries,  and  to  fix  them,  diat  ^^^^^.^^^-^^ 
are  there  already  ;  provided  fuch  freedom  be  nor  of  Religion 
prejudicial  to  our  civil  ftate  and  free  government,  is  needful. 
For,  as  on  the  one  fide  thofe  of  the  RomlfJo  religion  Pol.difc.of 
have  their  fpi ritual   heads,  and  the  K.  of  Spain  D.  C.  lib. 
(heretofore  Earl  oï  Holland)  for  their  neighbour,  4- ^i^c.  6. 
who  may  help  the  Romanifts  in  the  time  of  intef-  ^'  ■^'°' 
tine  divifion  •,  fo  on  the  other  fide  it  is  manifeft, 
that  our  own  government  by  length  of  time  is  en- 
larged, and  the  Spanip  Netherlands  become  weak  ; 
and  that  notwithllanding  the  renunciation  of   the 
faid  fuperiority  over  Holland  we  are  in  peace  with 
them,    it   is  alfo  certain   that   by  perfccuring  the 
Romamjls  we  fhould  drive  moft  of  the  drangers  Like.-wifi 
out  of  our  country  ;  and  the  greateft  number  of/or  the  ro- 
the   difienting   old   inhabitants,    'V'7Z,   the  gentry,  mancatha- 
monied-men  and  boors,   who  continue  to  dwell 
amongft  us,  would  become  fo  averfe  to  the  go- 
vernment, that  in  time  it  would  be  either  a  means 
to  bring  this  country  into  the  hands  o\  our  enemy, 
or  elfe   drive  thofe   people   out  of  the  country  : 
which  cruelty  would  not  only  be  pernicious,    but 
altoorether  unreafonable  in  the  rulers  and  reformed 
fubjeds,  who  always  us'd  to  boaft  that  they  fought 
for  their  liberty,  and  conftantly  maintain'd,  that 
feveral  publiek  religions  may  be  peaceably  tole-  Becaufe 
rat^d  and  pradifed  in  one  and  the  fime  country  ;  "^'^  y^*"' 

that  true  religion  hath  advantao;e  enough  when  it's  ^^"[^J^ 
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allowed  to  ipeak,   errantis  fcena  doceri^  and  that  „^.^,,^,^^^ 

there  is   no  greater   fign  of  a  fdfj  religion  (or  at  on  the  like 
lead  of  one  to  the  truth  of  which   men   dare  not  reafn  and 
truft)  than  to  perfecute  the  diflentcrs  from  it.     So  ^V'^y- 
that  it  appears  that  toleration  and  freedom  of  re- 
ligion is  not  only  exceeding  beneficial  for  oar  coun- 
try in  general,  but  particularly  lor  the  reformed 
E  4  religion. 
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religion,  which  may  and  ought  to  depend  upon 
its  own  evidence  and  veracity. 

CHAP.     XV. 

A  fccond  means  to  keep  Holland  populous^  is  a 
plenary  freedom  for  all  people  that  will  co- 
habit with  us,  to  follow  any  occupation  for 
a  livelihood. 

freedom  to  "^T  EXT  to  a  liberty  of  ferving  God,  follows 
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begiwnto  J^^    jj^g  liberty  of  gaining  a  livelihood  without 
%tants  to  ^'^y  dear-bought  city-freedom,  but  only  by  virtue 
fet up,  and o^  ^  fixed  habitation  to  have  the  common  right 
live  by      of  Other  inhabitants :  which  is  here  very  neceflary 
their  ^     jTqj.  ]^eeping   the  people  we   have,   and  inviting 
'      ftrangers   to  come   among   us.     For   it    is    felf- 
evident  that  landed- men,  or  others  that  are  wealthy, 
being  forced  by  any  accident  to  leave  their  country 
or  habitation,  will  never  chufe  Holland  to  dwell 
in,  being  fo  chargeable  a  place,  and  where  they 
have  fo  little  intereft  for  their  mony.     And  for 
thofe  who  are  lefs  wealthy,  it  is  well  known,  that 
no  man  from  abroad  will  come  to  dwell  or  con- 
tinue in  a  country  where  he  fliall  not  be  permitted 
to  get  an  honeft   maintenance.     And  it   may  be 
eafily   confidered  how  great  an   inconveniency  it 
would  be  in  this  country,  for  the  inhabitants,  efpe- 
cially  ftrangers,  if  they  fliould  have  no  freedom  of 
chufmg  and  praólifing  fuch  honeft  means  of  live- 
lihood as  they  think  beft  for  their  fubfiftence  ;  or 
if,   when  they  had  chofen  a  trade,  and  could  not 
live  by  it,  they  might  not  chufe  another.     This 
then  being  evident,  that  ftrangers  without  freedom 
of  earning  their  bread,  and  fccking  a  livelihood, 
cannot  live  amongft  us :  and  as  it  is  certain,  that 
our  manufaduries,  fifheries,  traffic k   and  naviga- 
tion,  with  thofe  that  depend  upon  them,  cannot 

without 
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without  continual  fupplics  of  foreign  inhabitants 
be  preferved  here,  and  much  lefs  augmented  or 
improved  •,  it  is  likcwife  certain,  that  among  the 
endlefs  advantages  which  accrue  to  Holland  by 
drangers,  and  which  might  accrue  more,  our 
boors  may  be  hkewife  profited.  For  we  fee  that 
for  want  of  ftrangers  in  the  country,  the  boors 
muft  give  fuch  great  yearly  and  day- wages  to 
their  fervants,  that- they  can  Icarcely  live  but  with 
great  toil  themfelves,  and  their  fervants  live  rather 
in  too  great  plenty.  The  fame  inconveniencies 
we  are  likcwife  fenfible  of  in  cities  amongfl:  tradef- 
men  and  fervants,  who  are  here  more  chargeable 
and  burdenfome,  and  yet  lefs  Serviceable  than  in 
any  other  countries. 

It  is  certain,  that  in  all  cities,  tho'  they  invite 
ftrangers  to  cohabit  with  them,  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants have  advantage  enough  by  tho  government 
and  its  dependencies.     And  it  is  evident,  that  the 
old  inhabitants,  who  live  by  their  occupations,  have 
a  great  advantage  over  the  new  comers,  by  their 
many  relations,  cuftomers  and  acquaintance,   moft 
of  ths  old  manufaólurcG,   and   great   inland   con- 
fumption  :  all  which  particulars  yield  the  old  in- 
habitants certain   gain.     But  new  comers  leaving 
their  own  country  upon  any  accident,  and  befides  , 
their   moveable   goods,    bringing   with   them    the  ^,1^^^^^  ^.^' 
knowledge  of  what   is  abounding,  or  wanting  in  Holland 
their  native  country,  and  of  all  forts  of  manufac-  ^^^^f^  in 
turcs  ;  they  cannot  live  in  Holland  upon  the  intereft  "*^-^  °^^^*' 
of  their  money,  nor  on  their  real  eftates  :  fo  that '^''^"''^'"' 
they  arc  compelled  to  lay  out  all  their  fkill  and  ef- 
tate  in  devifing  and  forming  of  new  fifheries,  ma- 
nufaólures,  traffick  and  navigation,  with,  the  dan- 
ger of  lofing  all  they  have.     For  he  that  fits  idle 
in  Holland^  muft  expert  to  get  nothing  but  certain 
and  fpeedy  poverty  ;   but   he  that  ventures   may 
gain,  and  fometimes  find  out  and  meet  with  a 

good 
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good  fifhery,  manufaclure,  merchandize  or  craf- 
iick :  and  then  the  other  inhabitants  may  come  in 
for  a  fliare  in  chat  new  occupation,  which  is  ahb 
very  needful,    becaufe   the  old   handicraft   works 
being  beaten  down  lower  and  lower  in  price,  yield 
jefs  profit.     And  therefore  is  is  neceflary  that  all 
ftrangers  that  are  mafters,  journey-men,  confump- 
tioners,  merchants,  traders,  ^c.  fhould  live  peace- 
ably amongft  us,  without  any  difturbance,  let,  or 
moleilation   whatever,    and  ufe  their  own   eftates 
and  trades  as  rhey  fhall  judge  beft. 
To  a  fenu       And  tho'  this  will  be  ever  detrimental  to  fome 
eldinha.    old   inhabitants,  who  would  have  all  the  profit, 
bitaiits  it  ^j^^  bereave  others  of  it,  and  under  one  pretext  or 
mental',     odier  exclude  them  from  their  trade  ;  and  there- 
fore will  alledge,  that  a  citizen  ought  to  have  more 
privilege    than    a    ftranger  -,    yet    all    inhabitants 
who  have  here  a  certain  place  of  abode,  or  defire 
to  have  it  as  they  are  then  no  ftrangers,  but  in- 
habitants, fo  ought  they  to  be  permitted,  as  well 
as  the  burghers,  to  earn  their  necefiliry  food,  feeing 
they  are  in  greater  want  than  their  oppofers.    And 
it  is  notorious,  that  all  people,  who  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  common  good  would  exclude  others,, 
that  are  likewife  inhabitants  of  this  land,   from  the 
common  means  of  fubfiftence,  or  out  of  the  re- 
peótive  cities,  and  for  that  end  would  have  fome 
fpeculiar  favour  from  the  rulers  beyond  the  reft, 
are  verv  pernicious  and  mifchievous  inhabitants  :  it 
is  alfo  certain,  that  a  ftate  which  cannot  fubfift  of 
irfelf,  ought  not  to  deny  that  ftrangers  fhould  live 
amongft  them  with  equal  freedom  with  themfelves, 
undtr  pretence  of  privilege  and  right  of  cities  -, 
nor  fhould  they  exclude  any  ftrangers,  but  endea- 
vour continually  to  allure  in  new  inhabitants  ;  elfe 
fuch  a  ftate  will  tall  to  ruin.     For  the  great  dan- 
gers of  carrying  on  new  defigns,  of  being  robb'd 
at  fea,  of  felling  their  goods  by  fac'tors  to  unknown 

people^ 
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people,  on  twelve  months  credit,  and  at  the  fame 
time  running  the  hazard  of  all  revolutions  by  wars 
and  monarchical  governments  againft  this  (late, 
and  of  lofTes  among  one  another,  are  fo  important 
(yet  all  to  be  expected)  that  many  inhabitants  con- 
cerned in  the  fiflieries,  traffick,  manufidlury,  and 
confequendy  in  fliips  fet  out  to  freight,  will  give 
over  their  trade,  and  depart  the  country  when  they 
have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  gained  any  con- 
fiderable  eftate,  to  fcek  a  fecurer  way  of  living 
elfewhere.  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  to  conficier, 
that  there  will  ever  be  many  bankrupts  and  forfakea 
trades,  both  by  reafon  of  the  dangers  of  foreign 
trade,  and  intolerable  domeftick  taxes,  which  can- 
not be  denied  by  any  that  knows  that  in  Amjler- 
dam  alone  there  are  yearly  about  three  hundred 
abandoned  or  infufficient  eftates  regiftred  in  the 
chamber  of  accompts  of  that  city  •,  and  therefore 
there  are  continually  many  inhabitants,  who  find- 
ing the  gain  uncertain,  and  the  charge  great,  are 
apt  to  relinquifh  it.  So  that  it  is  ever  neceflfary 
that  we  leave  all  ways  open  for  people  to  fubfift 
by,  and  a  full  liberty,  as  aforefiid,  to  allure  fo- 
reigners to  dwell  among  us.  Moreover,  tho*  it 
be  not  convenient  in  general  for  drangers  (/.  e.  J^^^^l^i^ 
fuch  who,  tho'  they  dwell  in  Holland^  and  \y^^^  profitable 
continued  there  fome  confiderable  time,  are  not  to  t^jego- 
nativcs)  to  partake  of  the  government,  yet  is  it  ^vert^menf 
very  neceflary,  in  order  to  nx  them  here,  that  we  ^'  ^  ' 
do  not  exclude  them  by  Luvs. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XVI. 

"ïhat   monopolizing  companies  a?id  guilds,  ex- 
eluding  all  other  per j  ons  from  their  Joel  e  ties 
are  ^ery  prejudicial  to  Holland.  ' 


Ho^hurt-  IV/f  ^.^^  ^^^^  °"g^^  wetocurborreftrain  our 
fulfelea    IVJL   Citizens  and  natives,  any  more  than  ilran- 
co,npan:es  gers,  from    their  natura]   liberty  of  Teekino-  their 
WW'^.  liveJihoods  in   their  native  country,  by  feled   and 
authoriz  d  companies  and  guilds  :  for  when  we  con- 
lider,  that  all  the  trade  of  our  common  inhibitants 
IS  circumfcribed  or  bounded  well   nigh  within  Eu- 
rope,  and  that  in  very  many  parts  of  the  fame,  as 
±'rance,  England,  Szveden,  &c.  our  greateft  trade 
and  navigation  thither  is  cramptby  the  high  duties 
or  by  patent  companies,  like  thofe  of  our  Indian 
locieties  ;  as  alio  how  fmall  a  part  of  the  world  Eu- 
rope IS,  and  how  many  merchants  dwell  in  Holland, 
and  muft  dwell  there  tofupport  it ;  we  fhall  have 
no  reafon  to  wonder,  if  all  the  beneficial  traffick  in 
thele  Imali  adjacent  countries  be  either  worn  out,  or 
in  a  (hort  time  be  glutted  with  an  over- trade.     But 
we  may  much   rather  wonder,   why   the  greateft 
part  of  tlie  world    fliould  feem  unfit  for  our  com- 
r*^///^/^mcn   inhabitants   to  trade  in,  and  that  they  Ihould 

JhLhyto  f^"^^/^.^  P^'-^^n-'^  "'^iy  niay  have  the  fole  benefit  of 

depri-ve      ^^-     ^^  '^  Certainly  known   that  this  country  cannot 

them  and  profper,   but  by  means  of  thofe   that  are  mod  in- 

W.f '''^"^''''"'   ^"^  ingenious,  and   that  fuch  patents  or 

•     grants  do  not  produce  the  ableft  merchants.     But 

on  the  other  hand,   becaufe  the  grantees,  whether 

by  burgherfliip,  feleft  companies,  or  guilds,  think 

they  need  not  fedr  that  others,  who  are  much  more 

ingenious  and  induftrious  than  themfelvcs,  and  are 

not  of  the  burgherlhip,  companies  and  guilds,  fhall 

kffcn 
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^efTen  their  profits ;  therefore  the  certain  gains  they 
reap  make  them  dull,  fiow,  unaólive,  and  lefs  in- 
quifitive.  Whereas  on  the  other  fide,  we  fay  that 
neceiTity  makes  the  old  wife  trot,  hunger  makes 
raw  beans  i\weet,  and  poverty  begets  ingenuity. 
And  befides,  it  is  well  known,  now  efpecially  when  ^"^o  out  of 
Holland  is  fo  heavily  taxed,  that  other  lefs  burdened  t^">'abun 
people,  who  have  no  fifheries,  manu  tad  ures,  traf-    ^"'^^    ^' 

JT'  ^  -'  '  C0TH6  ^W^li~ 

lick  and  freight  fliips,  cannot  long  fubfift  but  by /v/,  dull 
their   induftry,    fubtiky,    courage,    and  frugality.  «W/o/Zi- 
In  a  word,  thefe  patent  companies  and   guiids  do/^''- 
certainly  exclude  many  ufeful  inhabitants  trom  that 
trade  2nd  traffick.     But  thofethat  poiïl-fsthofe  pri- 
vileges with  fufficient  knowledge  and  titneis,  need 
not  fear  that  others  that  are  more   induftrious  and 
ingenious   than   themfelves,  fhall  prevent  them  of 
their  proBc  by  theexercife  of  the  like  abilities  and 
parts  •,  fVeither  can  it  be  fo  fully  carried  on  and  im-  p  ,,  , ,, 
proved  tor  the  common  beneht  ot  the  country,  by  inhahi- 
a  fn-^U  numi^er  of  people,  as  by  many :    fo  that  in  tants  of  0- 
the  mean  time  other  people  that  we  cannot  exclude ''^f''  ^°""- 
from  that  traffick  or  manufadure  by  means  of  our  ^'','"  "^^ 

tbs    €£lft€P 

grants   and  guilds,  have  a    great   opportunity  oi ^nd  fooner 
profitably  improving  that  which  fo  foolifhiy,  and  «'/-^zw  our 
with  fo  much  churlifhnefs  is  prohibited  to  our  com-  ^l^'^'"  "f 
mon  inhabitants.     Whereas  othervvife,  the  provi--^^^^'?^"'"'' 
dent  and  induftrious  Hollanders  would  eafily  draw /^/^^^. 
to  them  all  foreign  trade,  and  the  making  of  incre- 
dibly more  manufaóbures  than  we   now  work   on.  -^''?*"7 
That  v/hich  is  objeftcd  againft  this  is,  that  the  Hoi-  whether  if 
landers  are  a  people  of  fuch   a  nature,  that   if  the  all  coun- 
trade  were  open  into  Afia^  Africa^  and  America^  ^'•'V-f  f^a^^ 
they  would  overftock  all  thofe  countries  with  goods,  ^^^f''^^'^""' 
and  fo  dcftroy  that  tradetothe  prejudice  oï Holland  -^f^.^]^  °^^" 
which  is  fo  tar  from  the  truth,  and  all    appearance  <7«okA/ <//- 
thereof,  that  it    is  hardly  worth  anfwering.     Für'«'«'/'  our 
firll,  lb  great  and  mighty  a  trade  by  the  Ho  I  Ian  der  s^^''^-^'^^,^" 
m  itiole   valt  and  trafficking  countries,  would  oz""  ■^^  j^^ 

thcjiroj  it. 
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the  greateft  blefling  to  them  that  could  be  wiflied 
for  upon  earth  -,  would  to  God  any  of  us  could  ever 
fee  Holland  lo  happy.  And  next  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  even  in  this  fmall  Europe,  the  over- 
locking  of  countries  with  goods  may  indeed  leffen 
the  gains  of  fome  particular  merchants  •,  but  yet 
after  foch  a  manner  that  the  faid  overftocking  with 
Jnd  the  the  faid  goods  really  is.  and  can  be  no  other  than  an 
impojjihi-  effeét  or  fruit  of  a  prrfrnc  overgrown  trade  of  this 
hty  t^ereoj  (,Q^j,j.j.y^  \^  proportion  to  the  fmallnefs  of  thofe 
mamfejl.  Countries  with  which  Vv'e  are  pcrmirted  to  traffick. 
And  thirdly,  it  is  evident,  that  the  Hollanders 
by  fi.!ch  overftocking  hive  never  yet  loft  any 
trade  in  any  country  or  place  ot  Europe^  nor  can 
they  lofe  it  fo  long  as  that  trade  remains  open, 
becaufe  that  fuperfiuity  of  goods  tranfported  is  fopn 
fpent,  and  that  fame  trade  is  by  the  fame  or  fome 
other  of  our  merchants  immediately  reafiumed  and 
taken  up,  fo  foon  as  by  a  following  fcarcity  in  thofe 
countries  there  is  any  appearance  of  making  more 
profit  by  thofe,  or  other  commodities. 

But  fuppofing  it  to  be  true,  that  the  Dutch  mer- 
chants  by   overftocking  thofe    trading    countries 
fhould  run  a  rifque  of  lofing   that   trade  in  fome 
parts  \  y/et  confidering  the  fmallnefs  of  thofe  lands, 
it  would  then  be  doubly  necefiary  to  prevent  the 
fime  by  Ictüing  open  the  trade  to  Afia,  Africa  and 
Ai  alfa     America^  for  all  the   merchants  of  Holland.     But 
that  tra-  ^^  j.}^g  Other  fide,  it  is  certain  that  the  licenfed  mo- 
paniesly    "opohzing  Companies,  by  the  unfaithfulnefs,  neg- 
charter      ligence,  and  chargeablenefs  of  their   fervants,  and 
ha^e  ever  by  their  vaft,  and  confequently  unmanageable  de- 
le_fened      firrns,   wlio  are  not  willing  to  drive  any  trade  longer 

trade  and    i  •  •    i  j  t-j-  r  ri  '  • 

^^-,„v.,  dian  It  yields  excemve  pront,  mult  neecs  gaja 
tion,  and  confidcrably  in  all  their  trade,  or  otherwiie  relin- 
oftentimes  quifh  and  iorfake  all  countries  that  yield  it  not, 
quite  ru-  ^.'hich  neverthelefs  would  by  our cornraon inhabitants 
be  very  plcnnrully  carried  on. 

In 
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In  this  refpedt  it  is  worthy  obfcrvation,   that  the] 
aiulioriztd   Greenland  company    made   heretofore 
little  profit    by  their  fifhing,  becaiife  of  the  great         , 
charge  of  fttting  out  their  Ihips,  and  that  the  train-  ^/J^^^^ y 
oil,   blubber  and    whale-fins  were  not  well  made,  vacating 
handled,  or  cured  ;  and  being  brought  hither  and  of  the 
put   into  warehoufes,   were  not  fold   foon  enough,  Greenland 
nor  to  the   company's  beft  advantage.     Whereas  ^'^'"^^^  ^ 
now    that  every  one    equips    their   velTcls  at  the 
chea:peft:    rate,  follow  their  fidiing  diligently,  and 
manage   all  carefully,  the  blubber,   train-oil,  and 
whale-fins  are  imployed  for  fo  many  ufc^s  in  feveral 
countries,  that  they  can  fell  them  with  that  conve- 
niency,  that  tho'  there  are  now  fifteen  fiiips  for  one 
which  formerly  failed  out   of  Holland  on   that  ac- 
count, and   confequently  each  of  them   could  not 
take  fo  many  whales  as  heretofore  ;  and  notwirh- 
ilanding  the  new  prohibition  of  France^  and  ouher 
countries,  to  import  thofe  commodities  \  and  tho' 
there  is  greater  plenty  of  it  imported  by  our  fifhers, 
yet  thofe  commodities  are  fo  much  raifed  in  the  va- 
lue above  what  they  were  whilft  there  was  a  com- 
pany, that  the  common  inhabitants  do  exercife  that 
fifhery  with  profit  to  the  much  greater  benefit  of 
our  country,  than  when  it  was  (under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  company)  carried  on  but  by  a  few.     It 
is  beiides  very  confiderable,  that   for  the  moft  pare 
all  trades  and  manufactures   mianaged   by  guilds  in 
Holland^  do  fell  all  their  goods  within  this  country 
to  other  inhabitants  who  live  immediately  by  the 
filheries,  manufiduries,  freight  ihips,  and  trafiick: 
fo  that  no  niembers  of  thofe  guilds,  under  what  pre- 
text   foever,  can    be  countenanced  or    indulged    in 
their  monopoly,  or  charter,  but  by  the  excluding 
ot   all  other  inhabitants,  and   conlcquently  to    the 
hindrance  of  their  country's  profperity.     For  how 
much  loever  thole  members  fell  their  pains  or  com- 
modities dearer  than  if  that   trade  or  occupation 

was 
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was  open  or  free,  all  the  other  better  inhabitants 

that   gain  their    fubfiftance  immediately,    or   by 

confequence  by  a  foreign  confumption,  mud  bear 

that   lofs.     And  indeed  our  fifhermen,  dealers  ia 

manufacftures,  owners  of  freight-fliips,  and  traders, 

being  fo  burdened  with  all  manner  of  impofts,  to 

opprels  them  yet   more  in  their  neceflity   by  thefe 

monopolies  of   guilds,  and  yet  to  believe  that  it 

redounds  to  the  good  of  the  land,  becaufe  it  tends 

to  the  benefit  of  fuch  companies,  is  to  me  incom- 

prehenfible.     Thefe  guilds  are  faid  indeed  to  be  a 

ufeful  fort  of  people  ;   but  next  to  thofe  we  call  idle 

drones,  they  are  the  moft  unprofitable  inhabitants 

of  the  country,  becaufe  they  bring  in  no  profit  from 

foreign  lands  for  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of 

Holland.     Efop  hath  w^^U  illultrated  this  folly  by  a 

cat,  who  nrft  lick'd  off  the  oil  from  an  oiled  file, 

and  continued  licking,  not  obferving  that  flie   had 

by  little  and  little  lick'd  her  tongue  thorough  which 

was  given  her  to  fuftain  her  life,  and  carry  nourifh- 

ment  into  her  body,  nor  that  fhe  fed  not  on  a  filft 

which  did  not  confame,  but  on  her  own   blood 

before  her  tongue  was  totally  confumed. 

On  the  contrary,  I  can  fee  no  good,  nor  ap- 
pearance of  good,  which  the  guilds  in  Holland  do 
produce,  but  only  that  foreign  mafters  and  journey- 
men artificers,  having  made  their  works  abroad, 
and  endeavouring  to  fell  them  to  our  inhabitants, 
thereby  to  carry  the  profit  out  of  our  country  into 
their  own,  are  herein  check'd  and  oppofed  by  our 
mafters  of  guilds  or  corporations.  But  befides  that 
this  is  more  to  the  prejudice  than  advantage  of  the 
country,  fincc  by  confcquence  our  fifhers,  manufac- 
turers, traders,  and  owners  of  fhips  let  to  freight, 
are  thereby  bereft  of  the  freedom  of  buying  their 
neceffiries  at  thecheapeft  rate  they  can;  it  is  alfo 
cvidenr,  that  this  feeding  of  foreigners  upon  the 
Hcllandcr  would  be  more  ftrenuoufly  and  profitably 

oppofvd 
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oppofed  and  prevented,  in  cafe  all  handicraft  work 
and  occupations  were  permitted  to  be  made,  Ibid 
and  pradifed  by  all,  and  no  other  people,  except: 
fucii  as  have  their  fettled  habitations  in  this  country. 

CHAP.  xvir. 

That  Jlfljers,    dealers   in  ma?iufa£fiires,  mer" 

chants^  and  owners  of  freight -Jhips  as  jiich^ 

ought  not  at  all  to  be  charged  by  paying  any 

impofition  to  the  coufitry ,  under  what  pretext 

Jbever. 

IF  it  be  granted  that  the  forementioned  means 
of  fubfiftence,  namely,  fifhing,  manufadiury, 
traffick,  and  freight- fhips,  are  foneceffary  in,  and 
for  Holland^  as  hath  been  above  demonftrated  ; 
and  if  the  Hollanders^  who  have  no  native  commo- 
dities, muft  yet  hold  markets  equally  with  other 
nations,  who  may  deal  in  their  own  wares,  or  ma- 
nufiétures  made  of  their  own  materials ;  then  it 
follows,  that  our  rulers  ought  nor,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatfoever,  to  charge  or  rax  their  own  inha- 
bitants, fifhers,  dealers  in  manufaótures,  owners  of 
freight- Ihips,  or  merchants  as  fuch.  And  I  fuppofe 
every  one  willeafily  grant  me  this  conclufion  in  the 
general,  becaufe  of  its  own  perfpecuity  :  for  indeed, 
how  fully  and  fixedly  foever  fifhing,  manufadury, 
navicration,  and  commerce  feem  to  have  fettled 
themfclves  in  Holland  ;  yet  it  is  evident,  that  one 
ftiver  of  profit  or  lofs,  more  or  lefs,  makes  a 
commodity  which  is  in  tequilihrio^  and  that  happens 
very  often  (namely  when  it  is  hardly  difccrned 
whether  the  profit  be  fufficient  to  continue  the  EJpedally 
making  of  that  commodity)  wholly  to  preponderate,  about  traf- 
or  be  at  a  ftand  •,  even  as  a  pair  of  icalcs  wherein-v^"  ^  "  - 
iZ'iy  thoufand  pounds  or  lefs  is   weighed,    being 

F  ballancedj 
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ballanced,  one  of  them  is  as  eafily  weighed  down 
with  a  pound  weight,  as  if  there  v/ere  but  a  hundred 
pounds  in  each  icale.  And  by  confequence  it  is 
evident,  that  our  own  fiflieries,  and  manufadures, 
with  their  dependencies,  as  alfo  the  traffick  in 
thofe  wares,  whether  imported  or  exported,  ought 
not  at  all  to  pay  for  tonnage,  convoy,  or  other 
duties,  nor  any  thing  when  brought  to  the  fcale, 
unlefs  they  are  IbJd.  I  know  thatallfuch  impofitions, 
through  the  ignorance  of  thofe  that  are  unacquainted 
with  trade,,  are  counted  very  light  and  infignificant; 
but  thofe  chat  are  more  intelligent  and  concerned 
therein,  do  know  *  that  you  may  pull  a  large 
fowl  bare,  by  plucking  away  fmgle  feathers,  efpe- 
cially  in  Holland^  where  v^ith  light  gains  we  muft 
i//«y?^ö/^^  n^^ke  a  heavy  purfe.  The  antients  have  compared 
h fable,  thefe  inconfiderate  people  to  mice,  who  being  to 
live  on  the  fruit  of  an  orchard,  found  that  the  roots 
of  the  trees  relifh'd  well,  and  were  of  good  nourilh- 
ment,  fo  that  they  made  bold  to  eat  of  them  ; 
whereby  the  trees,  for  want  of  fufEcient  root,  being 
deprived  of  their  ufual  nouriÖiment,  bore  lefs  fruit; 
and  the  wifeft  of  them  told  the  others  the  reafon  of 
it,  but  were  not  believed  by  thefoolilli  and  greedy 
mice  that  continued  gnawing  and  devouring  of  the 
root.  And  when  in  the  lollowing  year,  befides 
this  unfruitfulnefs,  thofe  trees  that  had  loft  many 
of  their  roots  and  fibres,  were  either  blown  down 
by  the  (forms,  or  kill'd  by  the  froft;  the  wife  mice 
did  thereupon  once  again  warn  their  imprudent- 
brethren  againft  it,  who  anfwered,  that  it  was  not 
their  undermining  and  eating  the  roots,  but  the 
fierce  ftorms  and  lliarp  winter  that  was  the  caufe  of 
it.  So  that  they  continued  feeding  on  the  roots, 
'till  the  trees  were  fo   diminifhed,  that  both   the 

wife 

.*  Gutta  cavat  lapidem  non  vi,  fed  faepè  cadendo : 
Adde  parum  parvo,  tandem  fit  magnus  acervus. 
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wife  and  foolifh  mice  muft  cither  die  of  hunger,  or 
Teek  a  better  habitation. 

Befides  this,  antienc  hiftory  teacheth  us,  that 
j^ntigonus  king  of  Macedonia  being  imprudently 
covetous,  was  aot  content  with  the  health  of  his 
fubjedts,  and  the  profit  .which  he  and  they  receiv'd 
from  the  impofts  paid  by  drangers,  who  came  to 
drink  his  mineral  waters,  but  he  would  needs  tax 
the  very  fountain  ic  felf,  by  laying  a  duty  upon 
every  meafureof  \yater:  which  was  fo  unacceptable 
to  God  and  nature,  that  the  fountain  dried  up, 
infomuch  that  he  thereby  loft  not  only  the  health 
of  his  fubjeéls,  but  the  impofton  the  confumption ; 
and  for  this  fuper-impoft  on  the  well,  he  wascurfed 
and  derided  by  his  fubjedts  and  ftrangers. 

And  indeed  if  we  confider,  that  all  duties  levied  ■^■^"^  f^^ 
on  confumption  muft  at  the  long  run  be  born  by-^^'"'^^' 
the  fiftiermen,  manufufturers, traffickers  and  owners  "luraand 
of  fhips,  who  for  the  moft  part  employ  all  the  traffick,  is 
people  here  direélly  or  indiredlly,  we  muft  acknow-  ^ra^» 
ledge,  that  they  alone  are  above  meafiire  burdened •^'''^  ^^^ 
thereby,and  difcouraged  by  impofts  aboveall  others ;^£^^*  ^^^ 
which  will  evidently  appear,  if  you  confider  it  in  other  biha- 
an  exam.ple  or  two,  and  inquire  how  much  wages  i^tants  pay 
is  here  paid  for  building  and  fetting  to  fea  a  fhipof '".  *^^  ""^' 
200  lafts,  or  rather  how  many  carpenters,  fmiths,^^^"^*^" 
rope-makers,  fail- makers,  &c.  muft  be  employed  -^s  the 
about  fuch  a  vefTel,  and  how  much  in   the  mean  ^^^[^^{"Z  °f 
while  they  muft  altogether  pay  to  the  ftate,  whether*'  '^^"'^* 
tor  impofts,  or  for  poundage  of  houfe-hire.     For  I 
doubt  not  but  it  will  charge  a  fhip  with  fome  hun- 
dreds of  guilders  more  than  if  we  had  no  impofts, 
and  conft^quently  it  muft  be  fold  fo  much  the  dearer. 
And  if  moreover  we  confider,  that  the  owners  who 
fet  to  fea  fuch  a  ihip  to  feek  a  freight,  muft  after- 
wards vidual  her  with  our  provifion  and  drink  for 
the  feamen,  upon  which  our  impofts  charge  very 
much,  you  v^ill  the  eafier   difcern  it.     And  this 
F  2  would 
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And  dra-  woüld  likcwife  appear  manifeftly,  if  we  confider, 
perydoma-  jj^^j  j.^^  pj-j^^  q^"  Weaving  half  a  piece  of  ordinary 
"^^-'  ■  home-made  broad  cloth,  amounts  to  feventy  guil- 
ders, and  that  this  money  is  prefently  fpent,  (for 
fuch  workmen,  tho'  they  can,  will  not  lay  up  any 
thing)  then  we  fhould  fee,  that  of  this  70,  more  than 
twenty  guilders  is  paid  for  impofts,  and  poundage 
upon  houfe-hire  i  for  a  half  piece  of  cloth  requires 
the  labour  of  twenty-eight  people  for  fourteen  days, 
or  at  leaft  fo  many  may  thereby  be  fed  by  the  heads 
of  families  (reckoning  five  to  a  family)  and  then 
we  fee  that  a  half  piece  of  cloth  is  thereby  charged 
with  twenty  guilders. 

And  tho'  the  fifheries  and  trai?ick  are  not 
oppreft  near  fo  much  with  fuch  impofts,  yet  it 
certainly  is,  and  continues  an  intolerable  error, 
and  thwarts  the  welfire  of  the  whole  ft:ate,  to  bur- 
den any  dealers  in  manufadures,  fifhers,  or  mer- 
chants, as  fuch  -,  for  we  do  not  take  care  for  tl^e 
profperity  of  the  country,  unlefs  by  all  ways  and 
means  we  lighten  their  burdens,  and  remove  what 
makes  them  uneafy. 

C  H  A  P.    XVIII. 

*That  freedom  of  religion  is  againji  all  re af on 
obJiriiBed  in  Holland. 


H 


"A ving  hitherto  fpoken  of  four  confidcrable 

ways  of  preferving  the  profperity  of /i^ö/Z^^i, 

I  think  it  not  fit  to  go  over   any  more  tending  to 

the  fame  end,  *till  Ï   firfi:  briefly  hint  how  Holland 

hath  governed  itfelf  as  to  the  faid  expedients.     And 

louranon  f^pf^  j^g  ^q  freedom  of  religion,  it  is  certain  that  hav- 

kJas  fit-   ^"g  'till  l^his  time  been  greater  in  Hollatid  than  any 

7;?^;v>OTi?r/ where  elfe,  it  hath  brought  in  many  inhabitants, 

cbpuaed.  and  driven  out  but  few ;  yet  it  is  alfo  certain,  that 

fince  the  year  1618.  we  have  begun  to  depart  from 

-^   that  laudable  maxim  more  and  more. 

Firft 
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Firft  with  the  Remonftrants,  perfecuting  them  TS^amely  hy 
by  placaets,  fines,  and  banifhments,    and   driving  P^^f^^^^ ^- 
them  into  other  lands :  afterwards  with  the  Romamfh,  ^Remon- 
by  diflurbing  them  more  and  more  in  their  ^^tm-  jirafjts  and 
blies  with  fevere  placaets,  and  more  rigorous  exe-  Roman 
cution,  notwithitanding  that  by  the  profperity  o{ ':athohcks. 
our  own  government,  the  great  increafe  of  the  pro- 
teftants,  the  peace,   and  the  king  of  Spain's  renun- 
ciation of  any  pretence,  right,  or  title  for  himfelf, 
or  his  heirs  after  him,   to   thefe  United  Provinces  ; 
the  moving  reafons  of  our  firft  placaets  againft  the  ^/^/^o'  the 
Romanifls,  feemed  to  have  been  taken  away.     So  ''^^wwg- 
that   now,  in  order   to   enjoy  their  liberty,    they  ^2/X/2 
muft  pay  a  heavy  tax  annually,  to   the  profit  oï piacaets 
the  bailiffs  and  fchouts,  which  feems  to  be  impoftd  nonwwlolly 
for  them,  and  for  no  .other  caufe  ;  for  the  govern-  «^^'V^* 
ment  reaps  no  benefit  by  it.     This  is  no  Jefs  unrea- 
fonable,  than  detrimental  to  the  land :  for   if  we 
cannot  fpare  the  benefit  vyhich  accrues   to  us  by 
their   abode   and  traffick,  why  fiiould  we  prohibrt 
that  which  is  not  hurtful  to  the  Rate,  and  whereof 
the  Rcmijh  inhabitants  make  fo  great  account,  and 
without  which  they  cannot  dwell  amongft  us  ?     If 
we  permit  none  but  fmall  affemblies    in   cities, 
in     the    houfcs    of    known    citizens,    with    fuch 
priefts  as  are  beft  approved  of  by  the  rulers,  that 
inconvenience  would  have  an  end,  and  peace  and 
friendfliip  increafe  more  and  more  among  the  good 
inhabitants,  yea  and    the  true  religion   too.     And 
moreover,    our  flate   would    avoid  that  vexation 
which   now  by   difturbing  thofe  prohibited  meet- 
ings may  happen  •  and  on    the  contrary,  the  ftate 
could  incur  no  dqnger  by  thofe  well  known  aflem- 
blies,  where  every  one  might  have  free  accefs,  and 
no  matter  of  fecrecy  could  be  confulced  of,  but  the 
publiek  fifety  would  every  way  be  better  fecured. 
But  whatfliali  we  fay  ?  not  only  the  politicians,  but 
alio  the  clergy  are  men  ;  and  commoply  the  fweet 

F   3  temper 
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temper  of  fuch  as  have  fuffer'd  under  perfecution  is 
changed  into  force  and  violence,  fo  foon  as  they 
become  m afters  of  others ;  then  they  forget  the 
evangeHcal  lefibn,  and  the  law  of  nature  to  do  no- 
thing to  others  hut  what  the)  would  have  done  to 
themfeives ;  and  on  the  contrary,  they  remember 
and  praótife  that  old  tyrannical  and  accurfed  maxim. 
As  he  hath  done  to  me,  fo  will  I  do  'to  him  ;  and  he 
that  hath  the  power,  let  himufeit.  And  to  fpeak 
Pfal.  119.  all  in  a  word,  what  the  pfalmift  fays,  It  is  good  for 
7*'  me  that  I  have  been  affiilied,  that  1  might  learn  thy 

ftatutes,  is  not  truer  in  adverfity,  than  in  profpe* 
Pfal.  73.    rity.     They  are  not   in   trouble,    neither  are  they 
5»^"'       plagued  like  other  men,  therefore  pride  compaffetb 
them  about  as  a  chain^  and  violence  covereth  them  ai 
a  gar  menu 

CHAP.     XIX. 

^hat  the  freedom  of  fijJxry  and  trafiek  in 
Holland,  is  likewife  in  f  ome  meafure  un- 
juftly  refrained. 

HE  freedom  of  fifliery  and  traffick,  is 
greater  in  this  country  than  elfewhere,  and 
yet  heretofore  there  were  many  placaets  publiflied 
concerning  the  herring,  and  other  filheries,  which 
tend  altogether  to  the  benefit  of  foreign  fifhers^ 
who  are  not  bound  to  obey  them.  We  formerly 
manag'd  the  whale- fifhing  *by  a  monopolizing 
company,  exclufive  of  all  others  j  and  how  mif- 
chievous  that  proved  to  Holland,  appears  now, 
that  that  fifiiing  is  open  to  all  men,  whereby  it  is 
advanced  from  one  to  ten,  yea  to  fifteen,  as  was 
before  fhewn  more  at  large.  But  ereding  an  Eafi;^ 
and  a  fVeJl- India  company,  was  a  quite  different 
thing ;  for  it  appeared  to  be  a  neceffary  evil,  be- 
caufe  our  people  would  be  trading  in  and  about 
>.  fuch 
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fuch  countries  where  our  enemies  were  too  ftrong 
for  particular  adventures :  fa  that  this  Icemed  to  ^°f»'ttmet 
have  been  neceffary  in  all  refpeds,  to  lay  the  foun-  ^chll"°l°f^ 
dation  of  that  trade  by  a  powerful  arm'd  fociety.  ufefulto 
And  feeing  this  country,  engaged  in  war  againfty^^//^  « 
the  king  of  Spain,  had  need  of  ufing  all  its  ftrength,  ^'■*'^'^' 
'it  was  very  prudently  done  to  ereót  thofe  two  Ibci- 
eties.     But  that  trade  being  now  fo  well  fettled, 
we  may  juftly  make  it  a  doubt,  whether  the  faid 
companies  ought  any  longer  to  continue  on  the 
fame  foot.     Some  wife  ftatefmen  do  with  probable 
reafons  maintain,  that  the  politic  rule  of  *  prefer- 
ving  a  thing  beft,  by  the  fame  means  whereby  it 
was  acquired,  cannot  agree  with  thefe  companies  : 
for  it  is  certain,  that  the  firft  moving  reafon  of 
thofe  grants  to  them,  which  was  the  war  with  the 
king  of  Spain,  now  ceafeth,  and  that  in  cafe  of 
any  new  war  againft  that  people,  they  would  no 
longer  be  formidable  to  us,  but  we  to  them.     And  ^^ 
fccondly,  as  it  is  well  known  that  it  was  neceffary  ^^^^^^  ^, 
at  firft  to   make  fome  conquefts  upon  the  fpice  the  Eaft- 
idands  of  the  faid  enemy,  becaufe  the  more  lands  ^"«^'^ 
they  conqu:!red,  the  more  right  and  ability  they  ^°"'P^"y- 
would  acquire  to  the  trade  which  might  happen  in  But  that 
thofe  parts  :    fo  it  cannot  be   denied,  that   when  ^^^^^ 
thofe  good  and  neceffary  conquefts  are  made,  the  j^"-fp' 
grounds  and  maxims  of  the  profpericy  of  the  faid  manal''J 
companies  begin  to  juftle  and  oppugn  the  general  by  ayeUa 
good  of  this  country,  which  is  manifeftly  known  compavy, 
to   confift  in  a  continual   increafe   of  our  manu-  ^""^  "^"' 
faftures,  traffick  and  freight  fliips :  whereas  never-  ^g„/^^i 
thelefs  the  true  intereft  of  fjch  companies,  confifts^öc/. 
in  feeking  the  benefit  of  all  the  members,  even 
with  foreign,   as  well  as  our  own  manufadlures, 
and  (to  the  great  prejudice  of  all  other  our  inhabi- 
tants) by  importing  manufaótures  and  other  mecha- 
niek works  into  this  country,  and  vending  them 

F  4  throughout 
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throughout  Europe ;  and  in  fliort,  by  making  the 
greateft  profit  with  the  lead  traffick  and  naviga- 
tion. As  it  is  acknowledged,  that  if  the  Eajl- 
India  company  can  gain  more  by  importing 7(Z/'<2» 
.  garments,  Indian  quiks  and  carpets,  ■  ^c.  thao 
raw  filk  -,  or  if  the  company,  by  caufing  a  fear- 
city  of  nutmegs,  mace,  cloves,  cinamon,  i^c, 
could  fo  raife  the  price  of  them,  that  they  might 
gain  as  much  by  one  hundred  lafts  as  by  a  thou- 
fand :  we  ought  not  then  to  expedt  that  thofe  raw 
filks,  and  unneceffary  and  great  difburfments 
which  they  are  at,  lliould  caufe  a  greater  trade 
and  navigation  than  thofe  hundred  lafts  would  juft 
require,  but  that  they  would  rather,  to  (hun 
greater  traffick  and  navigation,  deftroy  all  the 
fuperfluity  they  have  in  the  Indies. 

And  it  can  be  as  little  denied  of  fuch  companies, 
that  the  more  lands  they  conquer,  the  more  of  their 
ftock  they  muft  neceflarily  fpend  for  the  prelerva- 
tion  and  defence  of  fuch  lands  ;  and  the  more 
dominion  they  have,  the  lefs  are  they  able  to 
mind  and  augment  their  traffick  :  whereas  on  the 
contrary,  our  particular  inhabitants  by  thofe  rna- 
nifold  conquered  ftrong  holds  and  lands,  would 
have  fo  much  the  more  conveniency  and  fecurity 
to  trade  in  the  Indies.  We  hav,e  now,  to  fay  no 
more,  quite  loft  our  open  trade  of  Guiney,  and 
that  of  i'alt  in  the  Weft-Indies^  which  v/ere  hereto- 
fore fo  confiderable  by  the  ere(fting  of  the  IFeft- 
Jndia  company  >  and  the  mifchief  which  was 
done  to  the  king  oï Spain  in  the  Wejt-Indics^  is  re- 
t],at  coil'd  back,  and  fallen  upon  us:  fo  that  we  cannot 
that  mono-  cry  up  that  company,  v/ho  have  bound  the  hands 
foly  ought  Qf  particular  men,  and  made  war  inftead  of  traf- 
/^^«^^  fick,.unlefs  at  leaft  they  would  in  the  mean  time 
tahen  fuffcr  all  our  inhabitants  freely  to  trade  in  all  their 
a'Wdy.  conquefts.  On  tl\e  contrary,  that  company  hath 
impoverifh'd    many  pf   our    good    inhabitants. 

Whereas 


CO 
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Whereas  by  an  open  trade,  and  confequently  well 
fettled  colonies,    we  fhould  not  only,  with  fmall  £//^  ^.g 
charge  have  eafily  defended  thofevaft  lands  of  Brazil,  ivAo/Ij  lofe 
Guiney,  Angola,  St.  Tkotnas,  &c.  againft  all  foreign  fhattrade, 
power,    but   (which   is   more   confiderable)    have-^"'"  '"^"'^" 
been  able  to  carry  on  a  very  great  trade  with  our  \lrriJon 
ov/n  nation,  without  fear  that  any  foreign  potentate  fy  mer- 
fhould  fcize  our  fhips,  goods  or  debts,  to  which  thofe  chants  are 
Hollanders  that  trade  only  in  Europe  are  continu-  "°^  ^^  *"' 
ally  expofed.     And  how  profitable  and  fecure  that  ^"^J,"^ 
trade  would  have  been,  may  cafily  be  apprehended,  againji  all 
if  it  be  well  confider'd,  that  the  faid  lands  ^\t\^'nemies. 
the  beft  fort  of  commodities  that  are  in  requeft 
over  all  Europe,  and  are  not  to  be  had  fo  good 
elfewhere,     vix,    fugar,    brazil-wood,    elephants- 
teeth,  gold,  £ffr.  and  that  which  thofe  inhabitants 
have  need  of  in  return,  Holland  could  for  the  moft 
part  have  fupplied  them  with,  as  viduals,  drink 
and  apparel,   yea  even   with   moft  materials  for 
building  of  houfes,  ftiips,  l^c.  whereas   now  we 
are  deprived  of  all  thefe  advantages.     Thrs  is  the 
ordinary  fruit  and  puniftiment  of  monopolies  and 
conquefts,  which  for  want  of  colonies  they  mud 
keep  up  at  a  continual  great  charge.     May  our 
Eaft-India  company  confider  this  effec^tually,  before 
it  be  too  late. 

CHAP.     XX. 

That    mam  failures,    and    other    mecha?iick 
Works,  are  no  lej's  imprudently  rejlrained, 

BY  the  freedom  alIow*d  men  to  gain  a  ^iveli- ^j-^^^^^^ 
hood  by  fuch  things  as  are  liable  to  confump-  ^'o»;  ofma^ 
tion,  or  by  handicrafts,  it's  certain  that  we  have  mifaaures 
kept  an  infinite  number  of  people  in  the  country,  '^^orfW 
and  have  befides  drawn  in  many  foreigners  to  it :  Z"!^^^^ 
for  in  uiQft  cities  of  Holland  there  has  been  fufficient 

liberty 
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liberty  given.  But  afterwards  people  withdrew 
from  many  cities,  through  the  mifchievous  nature 
of  fome  men,  who  rather  chufe  a  fudden  profit, 
tho'  to  the  general  damage  of  their  native  country, 
than  that  which  comes  in  by  degrees  with  conti- 
nued gain  to  the  republiek  :  for  private  or  peculiar 
profit  is  the  chief  foundation  (tho'  it  always  goes 
under  the  notion  of  a  general  advantage)  of  all 
thofe  reftriftions  and  burdens  impofed  on  the  citi- 
zens by  corporations  or  guilds,  which  ferve  to  no 
other  end  but  to  keep  good  people  out  of  their 
cities,  and  in  the  mean  while  to  give  the  members 
of  fuch  corporations  a  lafting  opportunity  of  being 
enrich'd  by  their  fellow  inhabitants,  and  of  felling 
their  goods  and  manufaftures  the  dearer  to  their 
neighbours,  and  fo  of  levying  as  it  were  an  im- 
poft  upon  them. 

At  leaft  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  halls  rela- 
ting to  manufaflures,  or  any  other  fort  of  handi- 
craft ware,  with  overfeers  or  infpeélors  appointed 
by  common  confent ;  or  the  chief  men  of  the 
guilds  to  circumfcribe  or  limit  the  fame ;  or  by 
publiek  ads  of  ftate  to  appoint  how  thofe  wares 
mud  be  made  which  we  fell  into  foreign  lands,  are. 
as  ridiculous  as  prejudicial.  For  it  fuppofeth  two 
very  impertinent  things  :  firfl:,  that  the  foreign 
buyers  muft  needs  purchafe  of  us  fuch  manufadures 
and  mechaniek  v/orks  as  we  Ih.iU  pleafe  to  make, 
be  they  what  they  will :  and,  fecondly,  that  "in 
other  countries  they  muft  not  make  thofe  forts  of 
manufaélures,  and  handicraft  war*]  which  we  pro- 
hibit. Whereas  on  the  contrary  it  may  be  faid, 
that  the  makers  of  them  have  hit  the  right  mark, 
when  they  can  beft  pleafe  the  buyer,  and  the  buyer 
can  gain  moft  by  them.  And  it  is  certain  that 
all  our  manufaflures  and  other  mechaniek  works, 
may  be  made  and  fpent  not  only  in  the  country 
villages  and  towns  of  Holland^  but  alfo  in  very 

Kiany 
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many  neighbouring  countries ;  and  that  they  may 
be  there  made  with  far  lefs  imports  on  the  con- 
fumption  than  with  us :  by  which  it  appears  that 
it  would  have  been  much  better  for  Holland 
never  to  have  laid  on  thofc  reftriótions  and 
Prohibitions. 

CHAP.    XXI. 

nat  the  heavy  a7id  manifold  i?7jpofïs  will  at 
lajl  dejlroy  the  projperity  of  this  country. 

AS   to   impofls  upon   imported  or   exported  ^-^^^^ <>« 
goods,   and  taxes  upon  confumption,    and  "^""'P' 
real  or   immoveable  eftates  •,    I   fuppofe  former  dandize 
ages  levied  none  fuch  in  time  of  peace.     For  when  i,i  Hol- 
the  earls  of  HolUind  fuppofed  they  fhould  have  Ja"d  m 
occafion  for  an  extraordinary  fupply  in  time  of  ^•'''^'^'^' 
warov'er'and  above  their  revenues,  they  came  in'^"'^^* 
perfon,  and  according  to  their  privilege  defired  it 
of  the  aflembly  of  dates  \  who  fometimes  granted  it 
for  a  fhorc  time,  and  fometimes  refufeu  it,   and 
were  ever  very  cautious  of  granting  any  üanding 
fupply  of  money,  as  knowing  their  liberty  could 
not  lubfift  but  under  fuch  an  earl  as  had  neither 
forces  nor  money  beforehand.     And  our  hiftorians 
count  it  a  great  offence  in  our  earls,  that  they  en- 
deavoured  to   make   thefe   lands   tributary  :    for 
which  reafon  the  emperor  Charles  the  fifth  defining 
a  ftiver  to  be  'impofed  upon  each  acre  or  morgen 
of  land,  could  not  obtain  it ;  and  his  fon  Philips 
not  without  great  trouble,  got  an  impoft  for  nine 
years  to  help  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  war  againft 
France^  but  on  this  condition,  that   all  fums  fa 
kvied,  fhould  be  received  and  difpofed   by  fuch 
as  the  ftate  impowered  to  do  it.     And  on  the  fame 
ground  the  ftatei  of  Flanders  and  Brabant  have 
CO  this  day  preferved  their  liberty  of  granting  the 
king  fuch  requeftsj  or  (as  it  moft  commonly  hap- 

'  pens) 
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pens)  of  denying  them.  It  makes  nothing  againft 
what  1  have  now  faid,  that  the  earls  oï  Holland 
have  heretofore  received  cuftoms  upon  goods  im- 
ported and  exported,  feeing  according  to  their 
privilege  the  citizens  of  the  trading  cities  oï  Hol- 
land, viz.  Dort,  Haerlem,  Delf,  Leyden,  Amfier- 
dam,  &c.  are  cuftom-free  ;  fo  that  fuch  duties  do 
only  concern  ftrangers,  and  even  for  them  they 
are  very  eafy.  But  in  the  time  of  the  ftadt- 
holders  government  in  the  United  Provinces,  fays 
Grotius,  "  By  *  endeavouring  not  to  give  the 
*'  duke  0Ï  Alva  the  tenth  penny,  we  afterwards 
'*  gave  air*.  After  which  being  in  banilhment,  he 
wrote  to  his  friends  here  in  this  manner  ;  "  We  -}* 
*'  bore  all  manner  of  taxes  and  impofts,  without 
"  preferving  the  leaft  (hadow  of  our  common 
"  freedom."  For  the  fame  taxes  are  by  the  long 
To  he  ahle  Continuance  of  the  wars  now  fcrew'd  up  fo  high, 
to  continue  that  the  like  was  never  fèen  in  any  republiek,  much 
hrig,  and  |gjpg  jj-,  ^  trafficking  country  :  fo  that  it  will  be  the 
to  thriJ^'^  greateft  wonder  in  nature  for  us  to  fuftain  thole 
intolerable  burdens  long,  and,  driving  no  trade 
with  our  own  native  commodities,  to  be  able  to 
traffick  as  other  nations  do.  Neverthelefs  I  wil- 
lingly acknowledge,  that  if  we  muft  needs  raife  no 
lefs  than  fifteen  millions  of  guilders  yearly  in  this 
country,  we  have  hit  upon  the  moll  convenient 
courfe  for  it,  viz.  to  charge  the  oldeft  inhabitants 
moft,  as  being  moft  fixed  to  the  country  by  th^ 
advantage  of  the  government,  and  their  immove»- 
able  eftates :  for  land  is  moft  liable  to  pay  poun- 
dage, the  40th  penny  upon  fale,  and  the  20th 
penny  of  inheritances,  by  thofe  of  the  collateral 
afcending  line,  as  alfo  the  tax  of  the  200th penny 
moft  ftri6lly  levied.  But  thofe  manifold,  yea  in- 
numerable   impofts   upon   confumption,    concern 

merchandize 
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merchandize  and  manufadure  only  ^o  far  as  thofe 
who  are  maiotainM  by  them  are  men,  and  muft 
live  by  them.  Befides  it  is  well  known,  not  only 
that  in  confumptions  there  may  be  great  variety, 
but  alfo  that  people  do  manifeftly  Ipend  moft  of 
their  income  upon  pomp  and  ornament,  fuperfliiity, 
■wantonnefs,  pleafure  and  recreation.  So  that  fifher- 
men,  manufacturers,  feamen  and  watermen,  who 
are  moftiy  poor,  pay  but  little  to  this  tax  -,  whereas 
the  richer  inhabitants  pay  very  much :  and  it  can- 
not be  denied  but  that  they  feem  voluntarily  to  pay 
thofe  impoftson  confumptions. 

But  in   real  burdens  and  taxations,  the  favour 
and  hatred  of  the  firft  affeffors   has   not  only  an 
influence,  but  thofe  that  are  opprefs'd  by  them, 
cannot  free   them  fel  ves   from  them  by  prudential 
forethought  and  frugality.     Moreover  it  is  apparent  q^  pgj,„_ 
that  he  who  increafes  his  eftate  by  induftrious  and  dage  and 
frugal  living,  is  moft  burdened  :  and  he   that  by  ^^'^  eighth 
lazinefs  and  prodigality  diminifheth  his  eftate  will  be  ^^"""^* 
Jefstaxed.   SothatvLi-tue  is  unjuftlyoppreft,and  vice 
favoured.     Whereas  on  the  contrary,  the  impofts  on 
confumptionfall  heavy  upon  the  riotous,  and  indulge 
and  incourage  the  virtuous.     But  tho*  in  all  events 
the  forementioned  fums  of  money  yearly  demanded 
for  defence  of  the  country,  be  raifed  after  theeafieft 
way  poffible  ;  yet  the  immenfenefs  of  the  fum  will 
not  fuffer  us  to  imagine  that  our  people  continuing 
to  be  thus  burdened,  fhall  always  be  able  to   kWThat  the 
their  merchandize  at  as  low,  or  lower  rates  than  inhabi- 
other  foreigners,  who  are  charged  lefs,  and  work '''^'''' J'"<?^' 
up  their   own  growth  and  manufadures  ready  for  l^/^;^/^^^* 
the   merchant.     So  that   it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  be  enfed, 
that  our  inhabitants  be  eafed  offuch  burdens  asfoon 
as  poffibly  may  be. 

CHAR 
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CHAP,     XXII. 

T^he  grounds  and  reajons  upon  which  thegreatejl 
caution  is  to  be  us'd  in  laying  the  tax  of  con- 
'voy-mofiey^  or  cujiomL 

^ome  fAT-  TJUT  the  impüil  on  goods  imported  and  ex- 
forted  and  \^  ported,  and  thac  on  fhipping,  is  a  quite  dif- 
Sr^W  ferent  thing  •,  tor  Ibme  may  pofTibly  be  laid  for  the 
"pips,  WAV  ^^"^^^  °^  the  (late,  fome  without  prejudice  to  it, 
pjjibly  he    and  fonie  cannot  be  laid  without  great  and  certain 
charged  to  detriment  to  Holland.     I  Ihall  therefore  exprefs  my 
'^'Yj  J  ^'Tentiments  particularly  upon  this  fubjed,  and  do 
land.         premife,  that  fo  long  as  our  polity  about  fea-affairs 
is  buJk  upon  the  lame  foundation  as  it  was  in  the 
year  i597,' that  prohibition  of  any  fhips  or  mer- 
chandize whatever,  whether  imported  or  exported," 
mud  always  be  of  great  concernment  to  Holland, 
Holland    '^^^  ^^^^  "^^V  ^^  ^^^^  of  laying  any  new  or  higher. 
ought  to  he  duty  of  tonnage,  or  convoy- money  fc«*  clearing  the 
'very  nvary  feas ;  feeing  we  daily  find  that  fomc  provinces,, 
^f,/''^^''" admiralties,    and  cities,  intending  to  tolerate  the 
'^ƒ  ^^,^  fame  among  themfelves,  do  privately  connive  and 
taxing  of  fuffcr  them  to  be  fmuggl'd,  or  brought  in  cuftom- 
merchan-   free,  in  order  to  gain  that  trade  of  navigation  and 
^i^e  or     commerce  to  themfelves ;  and  yet  will  be  fure  to 
/  '//'».§:•    i^p  j}^g  TSXQt^  zealous  in  caufmg  fuch  prohibitions,  and 
the  laying  in  of  higher  convoy-money  and  taxes  for 
clearing   the  feas,  to  be   impofed    by  the  ftates- 
tee  the     general.     So   that   commonly  the  faireft  dealing 
grienjances  provinces,  admiralties  and  cities  of  the  United  Pro-  . 
cfthe  ma-  <uijjces^  and  the  moft  upright  merchants  fuffer  by 
Zierkk-    ^^^   ^^^*^  placaets,  while  the   moil  fraudulent   and 
zee  difhoneft  merchants  do  generally  fo  contrive  matters, 

in  the  year  as  to  get  friends   at  court,  by  whofe  favour  they 
1668.  in  £fjcj  means  to  benefit  themfelves  to  the  preiudice  of 
honelt  men. 

In' 
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In  the  firft  place  it  is  worthy  oblervation,  that 
in  this   affair,  nothing   can   be  more   detrimental 
than  to  charge  all  fhips,  or  goods  coming  in  or 
going  out  with  tonnage-duty,  without  diftinélion: 
for  tho'it  be  pretended  to  be  taken  of  rhe  (hipping, 
only,  yet  it  is  evident  that  all  the  goods  they  carry 
muft  pay  for  it.     And  to  pay  for  clearing  the  feas, 
and  thereby  charging  all  goods,  according  to  their 
value,  with  one />d'r  cent,  or  the  like,  is  llill  more 
prejudicial.     To  make  this  more  evident,  I   fhall 
infill  the  longer  upon  it.     Seeing  Holland  of  it  felf 
yields  almoft  nothing,  ana  the  greateft  part  of  our 
traffick  confifts  in   iBtheries,  manufa<ftures,  mecha- 
nic works,    and    their   dependencies,  fo  that   wc 
muft  take  thofe  fifh,  and  fetch  the  unwrought  ma- 
terials for   manufaftures,  and  all  that   is  neceflary 
thereunto  from  foreign  parts ;  and  likewife  moft  of 
our  fi{h,and  wroughtgoods  muft  afterwards  be  tranf-  Laft-mo' 
ported  to  foreign  parts.     And  feeing  it  is  evident  w?>''«-f»«^9 
that  the  fiflieries,  manufaflures,  and  other  mechaniek  ^^^'^^ y 
wares,  may  be  pradifed  and  made  in  other  coun-  ^7/«/  2- 
tries,  it  is  an  inexcufable  weaknefs  to  burden  thofe  cavfe  \t 
neceflary  means  of  livelihood,  and  all  other   m.tx- i^^^^rges  al^ 
chandize  without  diftin<5lion,  and  thereby  indanger 'J^lf!^^"' 
the  driving  them   into  other  nations  where  they  '^''^  ''"'' 
are  lefs  charged.     How  much  this  thwarts  all  good 
maxims  of  polity,  I  fliall  fliew  by  an  example  or 
two.     It  was  antiently  very  wifely  confidered,  how  -^^  "  ^«- 
much  we  were  concerned   in  the  manufaclury  q^J^^"'^^^  h 
woollen-cloth,  and  therefore  a  half- inland    made^^^^T/,^^ 
cloth  was  charged  with  no  more  than  4  ftivers  for  viz.  ofin- 
exportation ;  whereas  if  it  had  paid  i  per  Cent,  for  ^««^ 
clearing  the   feas,  it  would  have  paid  30  ftivers.  ^'j°Y~ 
So  that  every  one  may  perceive  the  difparity,  and 
into  what  danger  we  run  by  fuch  errors,  of  lofing 
this  trade,  and  driving  out  of  our  country  a  very 
great  number  of  people,  as  walhers  of  wool,  pickers, 
fcourers,  carders,  fpinners,  weavers,  drelicrs,  ful- 
lers. 
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Ofnuor- 

jled  yarn 


lers,  dyers,  nappers,  preflers,  l^c.  with  the  ma- 
kers of  the  inftruments  neceffary  to  thole  imploy- 
ments.     And  laftly,  it  is  the  way  to  caufethe  trade 
of  un wrought   goods,  thereunto   fubfervient,  and 
made  ufe  oi  Jikewife  in  the  manufadlures,  to  with- 
draw very  readily  into  other   countries,  efpecially 
if  befides   al!   this,  we  do  in  the  fame   impolitick 
manner  tax  the  unwrought  goods  ferving  to   the 
faaie  end,  which  is   againft   all  good  polity,  and  , 
the  great  prudence  of  our  anccftors,  who  having 
well  confidered    how  much  weaving  concerns   us, 
joriveav-  ^^^^  wifely  ordered  all  woojl  imported   to  be  free, 
and  all  yarn  woven  here  to  pay  but  15  (livers  the 
100  /.  and  but  oucfer  Can.  to  be  paid  for  clearing 
the   feas ;    the  wool  for   an  inland   half-cloth  ten 
ftivers,  and  the  yarn  for  a  home-made  camlet  45 
ftivers  the  piece:  which  yet  by  the  ordinary  convoy 
orcuftoms  (counting  15  ftivers  for  100  pounds)  is 
charged  but  with  one  half  ftiver  the  piece-,  at  lead 
according  to  the  firft  intent  of  the  confederate  ftates, 
it  oueht  to  be  char2;ed  with  no  more.     So  that  it 
is  an  inexcufable  folly,  and  would  be  a  very  prt-ju- 
dicial  exadion  to  ciiarge  the  importer  with  more 
than  15  ftivers  convoy-money  for   100  pounds  of 
Turkey -■^d.rn  brought  into  this  country  to  be  woven. 
And   it   is  no  kfs  imprudent  fo  greatly  to  burden 
raw  filk  imported,  as  if  it  were  of  no  concern   to 
us,  which  by  winding,  throwing,  and  weaving,  is 
fo  profitable  to   this  country.     From   all  which  I 
fuppofe  every  one  will  eafily  perceive  how  prejudicial 
this  great  ditkrence  is. 

But  in  all  events,  whether  for  payment  of  convoy- 
money,  dircclion,  or  tonnage-money,  or  for  clearing 
the  feas,  it  would  be  needful  for  the  greater  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  Ihllnnd,  that  aid 
foreign  imported  goods  fhouid  be  lefs  charged  than 
thofe  that  come  in  by  land;  whereas  on  the  contrary 
we  lee  dailv  that  very    many   Lcvajü^    liMian^ 

&c. 
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&c.  fine  wares  are  brought  in  by  the  land- carriage. 
And  how  much  it  concerns  our  inhabitants  we  niav  7ohicreafé 
eafily   imagine,  when    we  confider  that    the  (hips '^^■^'^''/"'"* 
built  here,  are  fet  to  fea  vidual'd  and  mann'd,  bur  „^^./^j,/  ^^ 
the  carriers  and  their  waggons  are  foreign,  and  oï charge fuch 
no  concern  to  us :  and  befides,  our  merchandize  on^"^^^  '^^ 
board  fhips  is  always  in  our  power,  or  at  kail  we  "^^^',  ''-^ 

J   J    I'     J     1  •  1  c  land-car- 

may  convoy  and  derend  them  with  our  men  or  war  ^  ■   ^^ 
as   they  go   and  come,  whereas    thofe  that  go  by 
Jand-carriage  are   in  the  lands  and  power  of  other 
princes,  fo  that  they  may  at  all  times  make  feizure 
of  them. 

2.  All  fhips  and  wares,  coming  out  of  countries  ^/  alfo 
where  our  inhabitants  lade  not  at  all,  or  at  Icaft  notAf^^  f°- 
without  paying  duties,  ought  in  proportion  to  be  ''^j&'^J"^P' 
charged  here  with  aè' much  impolt  as  our  advanta- 

gious  fituation,  and  great  confumption  can  bear: 
And  where  ours  pay  more  impoft  than  is  taken  in 
the  country  where  the  foreign  matters  of  Ihips  do 
live,  we  ought  likewife  to  take  as  much  of  them 
here  as  was  taken  of  ours.  And  thus  having  the 
navigation  to  ourfelves,  we  may  preierve  the  lame, 
as  alio  the  pafTage  on  the  rivers. 

3.  All   wrought  goods  which  we  can  make  in  ^»(^fo- 
this  country,  Ihould   be   charged   when  imported  ''"^'^  ^°'^' 
with  fo  much,  and  no  more  than  the  traffick  may 

bear.     And  all  foreign  made   goods  ought  to  be 
charged  with  more  than  thofe  made  at  home,  being 
fold  for   confumption  or  wearing  •,    and   alfo  the 
fame   goods    in    pafling   upon    rivers    into  other 
countries,  ought   to  be    charged    again    fo   much, 
as  they  may  not  be  carried  with    lefs  charge  thro* 
other  dominions  to  thofe  rivers.     We  are  moreover  ;?^^,  ^^^^ 
duly  to  obfcrve,  that  we  ought  not  to  charge  any /w?/r^ 
foreign   goods   that  arc  to   be   tranfported    again,  ^''^'^^ ''^':?^' 
whether  manufaótured.or  nor,  fo  as  that  our  mer-  '°,  [  ^^^ 
chants  fhould  find  it  their  advantage  to  pafs  by  our 
havens,  and  chufe  rather  to  carry  thofe  goods  from 

G  one 
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one  foreign  country  to  another,  which  mightperhaps 

be  elfedkd,  tfptcially  in   very  coarfe  goods,  whofe 

lading  and  unlading  coil  more  than  ordinary.     But 

the  wares  imported  or  exported    by  the  rivers,  we 

may  charge  much    more,  efpecially  all  coarfe   or 

Thofe  that  bulky  goods,  which  cannot  be  brought  hither  by 

come  by  or  land:  lor  the  rivers  we  have  under  our  command. 

upon  rivers  £^^^  again,  by  charging  the  goods  brought  in   by 

rivers,  our  navigation  and  traffick  is  favoured  •,  and 

the  cities  th^t  lie  upward  have  for  many  years  paft 

bereft  the  Nstherlandipj  veffels  of  their  freight  on 

thofe  rivers  by  their  itaple  duty.     Of  which  great 

hardfliip  we  cannot  complain  with  any  reafon,  while 

any  cities  in  Holland  praólife  the  like. 

We  ought       4.     Ail  imported  rough  goods,  which  our  inha- 

to  eafe  all  bitants  are  to  work  up,  ought  not  at  all  to  be  charged : 

.mporte      h^t  rouc^h  orQods,  as  aforcfaid,  exported,    we  ouehc 

unijorought  ^o  »  'r  »  ö" 

goods,        to  charge  lo  much  as  they  can  bear. 

thereof         5.  Goods  manufaftured    in    this   country,   and 

our  manu-  exported,  ought  not  at  all  to  be  charged.     But  on 

re  '"made  ^^^  Contrary,  we  (hould  charge  all  foreign  made 

goods,  either  imported  or  exported,  as  much   as 

our  onwi,   "^'^y  ^^'  without  hazarding  the  lofsofthat  traffick. 

a?id charge      As  for  charging  foreign  goods,  and  manufadur'd 

vudandip  wares,  fliips,  and    mailers   of  iliips,  tho*   it   be  a 

manujac-    niattcr  o[  great  weight,  yet  I  know  not  of  any  thing 

■  that  hath  been  done  in  it.     But  the  Englijh^  anno 

"'.         1660,  fettled  their  rates  of  cuftoms   and  convoy- 

maxims  '  ,  .  -f 

the^Lvi^WHix  money  lo  well,  accordmg  to  thele  maxmis,  to  fa- 

ha've  fnuch  vour  their  inhabitants  as  much  as  they  could,  and 

better  fol-  jq  burden  all   foreign  mafters  of  Ihips,  and   mer- 

ÖW      an  (.{^.^j-jj-g    j.}^._^j  if  we  continue  charged  m  this  country  lb 

their  book  unreafonablyas  at prelent,  and  there  too,  and  the  £'z?^- 

of  rates  of  lijh  On  the  other  hand  continue  to  be  fo  favourably 

to7inage      ultd,  both  here  and  at  home,  they  will  bereave  us  of 

an^^joun-  nuichof  our  trade,  unlefs  the  merchants  there  under 

**         that    government,  be  for  other  occalions  opprt-fled 

with    many  und   heavy  taxes,  whercunto  traffick', 

under 
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. under  monarchs  and  princes,  is  always  wont  to  be 
much  expofed. 

CHAP,    xxiir. 

^at  in  levying  Convoy-money,  we  in  Holland 
deviate  in  ma?iy  particulars  from  thejeijiax^ 
ims,  and  in  many  things  have  obferved  them 
well. 

FIRST  it  is  well  worthy  obfervation,  that  thtP'>fi»  it 
inhabitants  of  Holland  can  trade  in  no  countries  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 
but  by  carrying  goods  thither,  which  having  '^'^^^•>^Zitallo 
and  turned  into  money,  they  convert  it  into  other  Holland, 
goods  which  they  find  there,  or  failing  that,  return  that  they 
their  money  into  Holland  by  exchange  :  but  if  fuch  J'^J';^  P'''- 
foreign  lands  have  little  or  no  occafion  for  our  Z'^^^^->e'xilrtlon 
but  afford  rich  commodities,  then  is  it  evident  that ^^^o/^^^^ 
we  cannot  trade  with  them  to  any  purpofe,  unlcfs//wr. 
we  carry  thither  gold  and  filver  in  coin,  or  bullion. 
And  fince  by  confequence  every  one  knows  that 
Norway^  the  Eajl-Country^  Smyrna^  Perfta^  India^ 
China,  &c.  do  afford  us  infinitely  more  merchan- 
dize than  they  take  of  us,  we  cannot  trade  with 
them  but  by  gold  and  filver  -,  and  that  moreover, 
thefe  provinces,  at  leaft   that  of  Holland,  cannot 
fubfift  without  the   faid  trafHck.     Therefore   we 
cannot  enough  wonder  at  the  ignorance,  or  ill  con- 
duel  of  the  Itates-general,  who  by  many  repeated 
placaets  in  the  years   1606,  16 10,   161 1,   1612, 
1613,   162 1,  &c.  prohibited  the  exportation   of 
coined  or  uncoined  gold  and  filver.     And  tho'  it 
may  be  faid,  that  the  faid  placaets  being  well  known 
to  be  detrimental,  had  no  long  duration,  yet  it  is 
certain  that  the  fcours,  and  advocac  fifcal,  did  for 
a    long  time,   nay  and  fometimes  ftili  make  ufe 
G  2  of 
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of  theft!  to  moled  and  difquiet  our  trading  in- 
habitants. 
But  the  not      But  as  to  what  concerns  the  freedom  and  advan- 
charging of  \_2i^^s  of  fifhery,  and  the  Eafiland  trade,  as  alio 
fiP^p^^^     other  un wrought  goods  imported,  they  are  indif- 
Eaftern      ferently  well   ordered,  feeing  they   pay   little   or 
trade,  is    nothing  of  duty,  either  on  import  or  export,  except 
reafonably  that  the  herring-bufTcs  to  fecure  themfelves  againft 
W/ or-    fea-robbers,    or  pyrates,  do  yearly   at  their  own 
charge,  fet  out  {tvtx\  fhips  of  war :  which,  for  a 
See  the     fiihery  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  country,  is 
rates  of  the  too  heavy  a  burden,  or  at  Icaft  a  very  great  charge. 
convv^-      But  foreign  filt  imported  or  exported,  is  not  at  all 
money.       charged.     Fifli  of  our  own  taking,  herring,  wood, 
afhes,  pitch,  tar,  hemp,  pay  nothing  inward,  and 
But  notthe  but  very  little  outward.     But  corn,    ngainft  all  rea- 
(orn-trade.  fon,  pays  duty  inward,  fome  more,  and  fome  lefs, 
and  likewife  when  exported  is  too  much  charged. 

If  we   confider  how    m^uch  muft   neceffarily  be 
gained  in  this  country,  by  owners  of  fhips,  mafters, 
mariners,  corn-porters,  hirers  out  of  granaries  to 
flow  the  fame,  and  corn- fhifters,  before  it  is  fent 
Md  hon<j  by  our  merchants  into  other  countries :  we  ought  in 
much  Hoi-  all  refpefts  to  eafe,  and  be  more  favourable  to  our 
^^"^ '^^."''' {lores or ftaple  ofcorn,  merchandize, and  fifliery,  and 
'^h^^ing  Ihe  ^^  ^^^^P  ^'"'^  ^aple  of  com  wi.hin  our  country ;  that  fo 
jïaple  of   during  b.id  feafons,  and  the  fcarcity  thereof  in  other 
corn.         nations,  we  may  have  ic  always  cheaper   with  us 
than   in  any  other  countries  i  and  befides  that,  we 
might  enjoy  many  other  publiek  ad  vantages,  which 
out  of  fo  redundant  a  treafure  as  is  the  ftore  and 
ftaple  ofcorn,  might  in  very  many  cafes  and  acci- 
dents be  improved  by  wife  magiftrates.     Whereas 
on  the  contrary,  if  by  an  imprudent  burdening  of 
that  commodity  we  lofe  that  ilaple  ;  this  'indigent 
and  populous  country  would  in  many  cafes,  as  bad 
harvcfts,    and   crofs   accidents  of  this  world,  fall 
into  many  extraordinary  and  unforefeen  inconve- 

niencies. 
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niencies.     But  above   all  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that 
our  own  manufadtures  are  fo  unreafonably  charged  ^"^  mam- 
with  convoy-money,  or  cuftoms,  and  much  more-^'^'*  "'"    , 
with     the    duty   of  clearing  the  leas ;  but    they  charged^ 
are  chiefly  oppreft  by  the  impofition  laid  on  the 
confumption ;  fo  that  the  intereft  of  the  manufac- 
tures and  mechaniek  works  is  very  ill  look'd  after. 
For  tho'  undreft  wool  pays  but  i  fer  Cent,  of  its 
worth  at  importation,  yet  certain  it  is  that  it  pays 
too  little  at  exportation.     Flax,  filk,  and  yarn  are 
alfo  too  much  charged  upon  importation,  and   no 
mo'-e  (againfl:  all  reafon)  at  exportation.     And  as  See  the 
to  weaving,  or  to  fpeak  plainer,  all  woven  goods ;  rates  of 
it  is  wonderful  why  wefliould  charge  woven  goods,  ""'voy-mo- 
whether  imported  or  exported  by  fea,  or  rivers,  fo  J^'^'*^  ^ 
high   as  we  foolifhly  do,  or  (in  refped:  of  their  /^^EnTlifh 
great  value)  much  more  than  foreign  commodities  ;  court  in 
yea  (which  is  a  fhameful  thing)  the  undreft  Englijh  Holland, 
cloths  are  at  importation  not  chargedat  all,  and  the  "I'.     *  , 
£;?^///Z' traders  enjoy  every  way  morefrec;dom,andex-  Hill  of  the 
empcion  from  taxes  in  Holland^  than  even  our  own  jf«;- 16$6. 
inhabitants.  P^g-  635- 

The  intereft  of  our  hufbandmen,  or  boors,  isjsal/oour 
alfo  much  neglefted  ;  for  v/hat  folid  reafon  can  be  hujband- 
giveti,  that  the  Holland  butter  exported   is  double  ^"^"' 
as  much  charged  as  that  of  Fricjland  ?     Likewife, 
that  all  foreign  butter  and  cheefe  may  be  imported 
dutyfree  -,   but  all  foreign  cheefe  exported,  is  char- 
ged with  no  more  f  han  that  of  Holland. 

Butefpecially  we  may  wonder,  that  the  rulers  of 
Holland  could  ever  find  it  good  to  charge  all  mer- 
chandize, without  diftinclion,  at  importation  with 
I  per  Cent,  and  at  exportation  with  2  per  Cent,  of 
its  value:  as  if  it  were  not  enough  to  fubjecft  the 
merchant  by  the  rated  convoy-money,  to  the 
charges,  pains,  lofs  of  time,  and  fcizures,  which^..  . 
muft  and  will  lawfully  ofcimes  happen,  and  fome- 
timcs  alfo  to   the  unjuft  vexation  and  trouble  of 

G  3  many. 
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'And  efpe-  many,  and  delays  of  the   cuftom-houfe  officers, 
cially  the    fg^rchers,  colleftors,    and   fifcal,    whereby   many 
^^^xhants  ^^^'^^^  ^^  Opportunities  of  fending  away  or  felling  of 
has  been     their  goods  are  loft  :  fo  that  by  the  faid  one  and 
much  neg-   tvjo  per  Cent,  of  the  value,  all  merchandize,  even 
levied,  by    [hole  which  ought  by  all  means  to  be  favoured,  are 
^^"^"f  °'^o     ^^  heavily  charged,  as  in  the  foregoing  chapter  is 
per  Cent,    fhew'd.     And  befides,  power  is  given  to  the  faid 
upon  goods  fifcal   and  head  cuftomer  or  colleólor,  to  feize   all 
imported     goods  for  their  own  ufe,  paying  one  fixth  part 
and  ex-     j^-^Q^e  than  the  importer  values  them :  which  is  a 
^"'^    *       mifchievous  thing  to  the  merchant ;  for  in  far  more 
Which  ap-  remote  countries  (for  example,  at  Smyrna,  or  Mef- 
lTa7nejl  byfi^<^^  grogram  yarn  or  filk)  goods  being  bartered 
raiufdk,    or  bought,  and  not  knowing  whether  thofe  goods 
and  gro-    may  be  damaged  in  the  voyage  or  not,  and  much 
gram  yarn,  j^fg  whether  the  fame  are  fo  bartered  or  bought  in, 
as  to  yield  profit  or  lofs,  yet  are  they  bound  blindly 
to  rate  thefe  goods.     Whereas  on  the  other  fide, 
the  fifcal  or   colledor  may  take  or  leave  them  at 
their  pleafure.     Befides,  this  one  and  two  per  Cent. 
is  for  the  merchant  fo  great  a  charge,  and  deprives 
them   of  fo  much  profit,  that  by  this  alone  very 
many  goods  that  come  from  abroad,  and  will  not 
fell  off  here,  pafs  by  our  country,  and  are  carried 
to  other  ports. 

The  truth  is,  when  we  confider  all  thefe  heavy 
burdens  upon  the  merchandize  and  manufaftures  ot 
Hnlland ',  and  then  on  the  other  hand,  that  we  can 
in  no  wife  fubfiftlong  without  them,  I  cannot  fuf- 
ficiently  wonder  at  that  folly  •,  for  it  is  too  nice  and 
ticklifh  a  cafe  to  lay  any  rcftraints  upon  the  mouth, 
through  which  all  nourifhment  muft  pafs  into  the 
body.  We  ought  to  fufpefl  and  be  jealous  of  all 
things  which  have  any  tendency,  either  to  bereave 
or  ftraiten  us  of  life ;  efpecially  feeing  we  can  fail 
I  but  once,  and  thofe  that  guefs  at  things  arc  apt  to 

miftake.     Perhaps  it  may  bs  faid,  that    necefljty 

juftifies 
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juftifiesall  things,  and  that  the  wars  brought  a  fear  Which  may 
upon  us  of  lofing  both  counrry  and  trade  at  once,  f'^  ^^'^"fid 
Indeed  he  that  is  ftraitened  by  water   or  fire,  Will  Jt?;/-'^^'^' 
leap  ^h'-ough    ihe   fire,  or   catch  hold  of  a  naked  hreah 
fvvord   to  prcfcrve  his  life:   but  they  mud  be  fools  /aw. 
when  there  is  no  fuch  nccefiity,  that  will  fuiTer  their  ^^,^  ^i^^.. 
bodies  to  be  harm'd    by  fword  or  fire.     That  late  m?iT treaty 
puifl'ant  neighbouring  enemy,  in  refpefl  of  whom  of  peace. 
merchandize  was  fo   heavily  charged,  is  (God  be  But  it  is 
praifed  for  his  mercy)  fo  weakned  by  making  war  imprudent 
againft  us,  that  for  eighteen  years  tcgcther  he  was  '^  continue 
neceiïitated  to  ofi^er  us  a  peace  that  vv.;s  fiiameful  for  ^'^^  ''^f 

r  _       _        Jof  clearing 

him,  andgloriousforus,b< fore wevGüfigrantiihim.  thefeas  of 

And  thefe  provinces,  that  may  be  accounted  to  enemies 
have    been  formerly  unarmed,  in  refpeft  of  their  y^-'e»  there 
prefent  condition,  z%Groe'jingdn^  Friefland^  Over-'' "" 
yjfel,  Guelderland^  &c.  have   always   been   able  to 
defend  themfelves  againft  foreign  force,  and  were 
very  hardly  by  diflenfion  among  themfelves  brought 
to  ftoop  to  that  mighty  emperor  Charles  the  filth. 
So  that  now  there  is  no  (hadow  of  reafon  to  believe 
that  being  provided  for  the  moft  part  by  the  money 
of  Holland   with    fortification,  cannon,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  they  are  not  now  able  in  a  profound! 
peace  to  defend  themfelves  with  thtir  own    force- 
againft  the  attempts  of  a  v/eaker  neighbour.     On  Andn':e  in 
the  other  hand  it  is  true,  that  fome  of  them  being  perfea 
fenfible  of  their  own  power,  are   not  concern'd  for  ^^'^^f  -^ 
the  uneafinefs  of  the  Hollanders  by  fea,  nor   will 
they  contribute  a  penny  toeafe  them,  but  contrary 
to  the  terms  of  the  union   of  Utrecht.,  as  if  that 
union  were  only  made  againft  the  king  of  Spaing 
attempts   by  land,  pretending   that  all    wars  and 
robberies  by   fea,  ought    and   may  be  fufficiently 
maintained,  prevented  and  defended    by  convoy- 
money,  and  confequently  fufficiently  provided  for 
by  the  merchants  of  Holland.     Whereas  neverthe- 
lefs  the  faid  Holland  merchants,  befidcs  tlieir  par- 
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ticular  burdens  as  men  and   inhabitants,  bear  all 
impofitions,  whereby  Holland  is  not  only  defended 
by  land  againfl  all  men,  but  likewifc;  all  the  other 
united  inland  provinces :  which  in  truth  hath  con- 
tinued to  this  day,  a.t  the  charge  of  much    more 
contribution  for   Holland^  and  miuch  lefs    for  the 
other  provinces,  than    by  virtua  of  the  union  of 
Art.  5.  6.  Utrecht   they  are  obliged  to.     So  that  it   is  high 
time  for  Holland  to  mind  her  own  advantage,  and 
difcharge  her  felf  of  all  needlcfs  expences  for  thefe 
provinces,  and  beftovv  them   on   her  own  defence, 
v/hereof  fhe  hath  every  way,  and  evermore  occufion 
Thai  the  by  land,  and  efpecialiy  by  fea.     For  if  in    truth 
j'ea  7niifi    jj^^t;  niaxim  ufed  by  the  other  provinces  be   true, 
i^tain    '^'^^^  ^'^  ^^^  "^"^  maintain  it  felf,  and  that   confe- 
it  felf,  is  quently  all  means  to  clear  the  feas,  and  to  regain 
a  'very  de-  the  merchants   lofs  after  fuch  plunderirgs  by  fo- 
trimental  reigners,  and  damage  fuftained  by  fca,  muft  caufe 
^'"f/^^/"'' the  rates  of  convoy-money  to  be  rais'd   higher  in 
proportion   to  that  neceffity  ;  all   which  miud   be 
fetch'd  from  the  merchant.     If  fo,  I  fay,  Holland 
muft  neceffarily  decay  and  fall  to  ruin,  confidering 
that  by  the  conftitution  of  the  trade  at  fea,  and  the 
many  countries  about  us,  not  only  in  the  Sound  and 
izïl^urk  ^^^'^^^^^^h  but  alfo  by  the   fundamental  government 
w///  eaier  0Ï Tunis,  Tripoli,  and   Algicr,    they    muft   be  for 
cont'uiue     ever  pirated  on  by  fta.     For  by  this  rule  it  would 
his  depre-   follow,  that  Holland  iliould  always    bear   its  own 
'ieT^^  ^  burdens,  and  thofe  of  the  other  provinces  too  by 
Voyage  to  ^^a,  and    fo  in  a  time  of  peace,  as  well  as  war, 
iheLsv&wx,  fliould  alfo  bear  moft  of  the  charge  by  land  :  and 
par   le  Sjr  [^^f  j-j^g  others  on  their  parts  fhould  wallow  in  idle- 
cjeM  a)e.  ^^^^  ^^^  gluttony  witli  the  wealth  oï  Holland. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXIV. 

What  profejjions  of  the  inhabita?jts  of  Holland, 
ought  to  be  more  or  lefs  burdejied  "with  taxes, 
orjavoured  by  the  -politick  magijlrate. 

BUT  fome  will  perhaps  objed    againft   \^\\2X  But l/YioV 
I  have  affirmed,  that  during  the  time  of  the  ^^"'^  h  « 
Jate  monarchical    government   in  thefe  provinces,-{^'^^^'^'-^ 
and  the  remainders  of  it,  as  alio  when  we  waged  ment,  muji 
an  offenlive  war,  and  feemed  to  leave  our  naviga-  beburdened 
tion   as    a  prey   to   the  Dunkirkers,  Holland  was  '^''^  ^ 
burdened  by  money  taken  up  at  intereft,  and  other -^^^ ƒ  ^'^-^' 
taxes  to  the  fum  of  fifteen  millions  yearly;  th^rt- mil  lions  ^ 
fore  to  rid  ourfelves  of  fo  great  a  bu*-den  under  a  guilders ; 
free  government,  it  was  neceflary  to  levy  money  of 
the  inhabitants  by  feveral  ways  and  means.     And 
fecondly   it  may  be  objected,  that   when  eafy  or  ^jJV*  .^ 
indifferent  levies  will  not  raife  money  enough  ïov/ome  %urt- 
fecuring  the  country,  and   navigation  againft  any/v/w«)>f 
fudden  attempt,  then  we  muft  find  out  ether  ways  ^^ '"«'>'.? 
and   methods  which  at  prelent  would  be  hurtful,  'Z"nuf7' 
but  if  continued  any  confiderable  time,  would  ^^andjmhe 
mifchievous  to  the  ftate,  yea  ruin  it.     And  there-  continued. 
fore  we  in  Holland  have  very  prudentially  pra6lifed 
all  thofe  and  no  other  means  and  ways  of  raifing 
money,  but  fuch  as  are  now  ufed  by  the  flate. 

But  tho*  the  firft  objcdion  be  true,  yet  we  may  ƒ  '^^^^^^e 
doubt  whether  the  fccond  be  fo.     Therefore  I  find-^^,,,^  /-^ 
It  good  to  examine   here  what  Vv^ays  or  expedients  method  i^ 
are  fit  to  be  uHd  to  procure  money  in  fuch  an  tx\- fuch  cafes 
gence,  that  fo  the  reader  himfelf  may  more  exadly  of  taxings^ 
judge  whether,and  v/hen  the  magiftrates  oi  Holland^ 
have  in  this  particular  taken  care  of  the  welfare  of 
the  land  in  general,  or  have  been  neglecUve  of  it: 
and  having  expreffed  the  fame  in  as  tew  words  as 
may  be,  1  fhall  afterwards,  becaufe  of  ^e  general 

concern- 
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concernment  of  the   thing,   confider   more  fully 
whether  all  eftates  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try can  be  equally  favoured  ;  and  in  cafe  they  can- 
not, which  of  them  ought  more  or  lefs  tb  be  che- 
rilhed  and  conniv'd  at. 
Under  this      Namely,  feeing  all  people  do  naturally  endea- 
headnxie    vour  to  difcharge  and  free  themfelves  of  burdens, 
ought  firjl  j.}^Q»  gygj^  {^y  burdening  of  others,    or  when  that 

^rnone  h  ^'^'^'^^^  ^^  f'J^^Y  obtained,  then  will  they  feek  to 
nvayo/im-  cafc  themfelves  of  that  burden  by  procuring  part- 
fofi.  ners  to  bear  it :  every  one  will  then  immediately 

judge  that  we  (hould  charge  thofe  of  foreign  na- 
tions that  frequent  Holland^  who  are  no  members 
of  our  political  body,  which  we  call  the  ftate,  with 
all  imaginable  taxes,  and  by  all  means  to  eafe  our 
own  inhabitants,  as  being  true  mf^mbers  of  our 
own  body.  But  feeing  we  have  Ihewn  you  before, 
that  Heiland  cannot  fubfift  without  commerce  and 
merchandize  with  foreigners,  we  might  by  fo  do- 
ing take  fuch  methods  as  would  prevent  them 
from  coming  into  Holland^  to  our  great  prejudice  ; 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  be  very  wary  and  cau- 
tious about  it,  efpecially  confidering,  that  an  ex- 
traordinary charge  upon  thofe  ftrangers  would  not 
much  eafe  us  :  fo  that  confequently  there  is  no 
other  way,  but  to  bear  fo  great  a  burden  with  as 
Mnvarei  many  helpers  as  we  can  procure.  And  it  cannot 
that  are  be  denied  but  we  fhall  procure  more  fupporters,  if 
tanfumed  y^^j  charge  all  eoods  v/ith  fome  impofl  that  are 
•  ufually  worn  or  confumed  by  the  people  as  they 
are  men  and  women. 

And  feeing  thofe  impofts  which  are  mofl:  freely 
and  fpontaneoufly  paid,  are  lead  ofFenfive  and  irk- 
fom  •,  we  fhould  therefore  obferve  this  order,  "oix. 
firll,  and  moft,  to  charge  fuch  goods  as  tend  to 
eafe,  pleafure  and  ornament :  and  then  fuch  as  no 
man  can  be  without,  as  meat,  drink,  houfing,  fi- 
ring and  light,  feeing  ftrangers  hereby  will  pay 

alike 
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alike  with  the  inhabitants,   and  none  will  be  fa- 
voured or  exempted. 

And  feeing  by  all  thefe  means  the  faid  fnm  oï  Jnd  alfi 
fifteen  millions  cannot  be  levied,  we  fhould  then '^^'^^''^'^'^^^*- 
afterwards  in  taxing  the  people,  fo  charge  themj^^'^jf^ 
as  that  all  may  bear  their  parts  equally,  none  ex- 
cepted.    But  fince  this  is  not  p-adlicable,  but  by 
taxing  all  peoples  eftatcs  to  make  men  pay  alike 
without  diftinftion,  or  by  a  blindfold  poll ;  both 
which  means  of  raifing  money  being  fo  unequal, 
and  full  of  hardfhip,  do  ever  caufe  great  diftafte 
among  the  people  :  we  ought  therefore  to  proceed 
to  the  charging  of  fome  particular  fort  of  inhabi- 
tants, who  bring  in  no  profit  to  the  country,  but 
on  the  contrary  live  upon  the  other  inhabitants. 

And  among  them  are  firft  all  inhabitants,  who  ^„^  gjpg^ 
from  or  on  behalf  of  the  fiate,   or  cities,   open  da//y /ucU 
countries,  drainers  of  water,  makers  of  dykes,  have  «•f  ^^^"^^ 
any  benefit  of  power,    honour  or  reward,   more  ^"-^ ^"^^^^^ 
than  other  inhabitants.     For  feeing  they  may  re-  'ment^'an/ 
fufe  fuch  offices,   dignities  and  employments,  xs^  bufinefs  of 
efcape  thofe  taxes,  and  that  wt  need  not  give  them  t^°fi*  ^'« 
but  to  fuch  inhabitants  as  are  qualified  for,  and  pe-  ■f^^lland, 
tition  to  have  them  ;  no   inhabitant  therefore  to  oSf"/"'^ 
evade  fuch  taxes,  will  need  to  abandon  the  coun- 
try, nor  have  any  reafon  to  complain  of  a  burden 
which  he  annually  loadcth  himfeif  with :  and  yet 
by  this  expedient  much  money  may  be  raifed  for 
the  common  good,  without  burdening  any  of  the 
other  inhabitants  the  more. 

Next  to  them  fhould  follow  fuch  inhabitants  as   .  , 
are  teachers,  artiffs,  and  their  inflruments,  ^^"^  ^o  them  all 
much  as  they  are  imployed  about  matters  of  eafe,  inhabi- 
pleafure,  ornament,  ^c.  that  are  made  ufe  of  in '^"^^ ''^'«^ 
this  country.     And  after  thefe  former,  all  maflers  ^''f^  ^'f"^ 
and  journeymen  of  fuch  trades  who  live  by  our  ^;^^^^/ 
own   inhabitanti  only  ;    fuch  as  bakers,   brewers, 
fellers  of  wine  and  fifh,  butchers,  taylors,  (hoe- 
makers, 
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makers,  carpenters,  mafons,  fmiths,  and  glafiers, 

i^c.     But  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  were  needful,  for  the 

keeping  of  our  provifion,  and  to  fufFer  ftrangers 

to  live  upon  us  as  little  as  is  poffible,  to  charge  all 

their  goods  or  manufactures  imported  into  Holland 

for  confumption,  fo  high,  that  our  own  may  go 

better  off  than  thofe  that  are  foreign. 

And  next       Next  would  follow  fome  charge  or  tax  to  be 

that  live    ^^^^  upon  fuch  inhabitants  as  live  upon  our  own 

upon  cur     lands  •,   fuch  as  are  our  h'jfbandmen,  grafiers  and 

lands  or     inland-filhers,  for  :hey  will  hardly  forlake  us  be- 

J'*"'^-         caufe  of  our  taxing  them,  feeing  they  may  always 

be  eafed  in  better  times. 

And  fmce  all  thefe  means  of  railing  money  will 
burden  none  but  fuch  as  are    inhabitants  in    this 
country,    and  while  they  find  their   maintenance 
amongft  us ;  it  is  evident  that  all  the  faid  ways 
for  raifing  of  money  will  excite  the  commonalty 
to   ingenuity,   diligence   and   frugality,   and   then 
they  will  be  eafily  borne. 
As  alfo  all     But  in   cafe  all  thele  expedients  will  not  raife 
immo've-     money  fufficient,  we  may  then  charge  either  ordi- 
1    ^^°y  *^^^^'y  *^''  extraordinarily  all   immoveable  goods, 
^°°  ^' Jands  and  houfes,  with  yearly  taxes,  or  by  impofi- 
tions  upon  alienations  and   inheritances  of  them.  ; 
•wherein  neverthelefs  there  be  thofe  difficulties,  that 
thofe  taxes  will  not  be  paid  with  any  freedom,   but 
wholly  by  compulfion  :  and  that  the  faid  immove- 
able goods  being  for  that  end  to  be  valued,  that 
valuation  cannot  be  made  without  partiality,  and 
thefe  burdens  will  be  then  vjry  unequ.illy  born. 
Befides,  that  by  the  accidental  unfruitfulnels  of  the 
lands,  and  fianding  empty   of  their   houf:s,  the 
owners  and  tenants  of  them  wanting  a  greut  part 
of  their  yearly  rent  on  which  they  depend  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  families,  they  mud  necefTarily 
fuffer  thefe  two  unavoidable  inconveniencies.     But 
leeing  ail  owners  of  immoveable  eftates  who*  dwell 

out 
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out  of  the  land  muft  alfo  help  to  bear  thefe  bur- 
dens, without  any  prejudice  to  the  eftates  of  our 
common  inhabitants  •,  and  the  owners  of  land  that 
dwell  in  the  country,  are  fo  tied  to  Holland  by 
their  immoveable  eftates,  that  they  cannot  buc 
with  great  difficulty  remove  their  habitation  to 
other  countries  :  this  means  therefore  of  raiGng 
money,   may  be  ufed  without  hurting  the  ftate. 

Finally,  in  an  extreme  neceffiiy  of  money,  there  „ 
may  be  impos'd  a  general  tax  on  all  the  moveable  ^.,  all  ms- 
and  immoveable  eftates  of  the  inhabitants,  whereby  'veableaud 
they  may  pay  the  thoufandth,  two  hundredth,  and  one  ^wwc-z;/-^ 
hundredth  penny:  I   fay,  in  an  unufual  gieat  ne- ^  •^^'^^ 
cefllty,  becaufe  by  thefe  taxes  there  would  fall  a    * 
greater   hardftiip  upon  the   common    inhabitants, 
and  damage  to  the  ftate,  than  could  fall  by  any 
other   expedient   of    this  nature  ;    for   foreigners 
would  bear  nothing  of  this,   but  our  inhabitants 
only.     And  feeing  the  afleftbrs  are  wholly  ignorant 
of  mens  perfonal  eftates,  and  what  the  inhabitants 
do  owe,  or   is  owing  to  them  ;  and  if  they  did 
know  the  value  of  them,  yet  could  they  not  tax 
them  fo  equally  as   may  be  done  in  the  cafe  of 
immoveable  goods :   we  may  therefore  eafily  fee, 
"what  by  favour  and  hatred,  and  by  ignorance  of 
the  affclfors,  efpecially  in  the  tradirg  province  of 
Holland^  where  riches  are  very  tranfitory  aird  un- 
certain ;   that  there  muft  be  an  intolerable  inequa   Whichna- 
lity  in    bearing  this  tax.     Thofe  that   wculd  ho-  J^'*A«- 
neftly  declare  their  eftates  might  lighten  the  tax  ':,  ^^fy'lJ^j 
but  the  fraudulent  will  unavoidably  make  it  hea-  a„d  wa- 
vier.    Bcfides,  many  inhabitants  poffcffing  neither  «"f^^/^A-, 
immoveable  eftates   nor   merchandize,  but  living 
here  on  the  intereft  of  their  money,  to  elude  thefe 
heavy  burdens,'  may  remove  to  fjme  neighbouring 
country,  to  the  greater  prejudice  of  this  ftate  thaa 
ir    any    other    of  the    forementioned    inhabitants 
fliould    forfake  us  ;    for   fuch  people   frequently 

drawing 


94  What  foi't  of  Inhabitants      Part  I^ 

drawing   their    revenues   from    other   parts,    and 
fpending  them  here,  they  gain  not  by  our  inhabi- 
tants, but  they  gain  by  them.     Neverthelefs,  fee- 
ing fuch  perfons  as  hve  on  their  rents,  are  in  ref- 
peel  of  the  other  inhabitants  but  few  in  number, 
and  do  not  fet  many  people  at  work  for  a  liveli- 
hood, therefore  the  faid  tax  may  and  can  be  raifed 
without  any  remarkable  prejudice  to  the  ftate. 
We  ought        ^^^  jf  jg  j^Qre  efpecially  to  be  obferved,  that  if 
?  us  '^of'  ^"^  reafon  of  all  thefe  taxes  many  inhabitants  (hould 
rweakning   forfake  Holland,  and  fettle  in  other  countries,  yet 
the  four     they,  or  other  fuch  perfons,  when  the  tax  after  a 
fillars  of  ^vhile  fhould  be  releafed,  might  eafily  be  drawn  to 
our  fate,  ^  return  to  Holland.,  or  others  would  fucceed  them 
faSiures,    out  of  our  own  couutry,  fo  long  as  our  manufaflu- 
fjheries,     ries,  fifheries,    traffick,    and  freight-fhips   remain 
traficky      3rj(j  flourifh  amongft  us :  feeing  they  are  the  four 
V I  u_     main  pillars  by  which  the  welfare  of  the  commo- 
jhL,        nalty  is  fupported,  and  on  which  the  profperity  of 
all  others  depends,  tho'  they  earn  not  their  living 
immediately  by  them.     This  will  not  be  denied, 
if  we  rightly  apprehend,   that  many  people  are 
brought  into  our  country  that  are  ftrangers,    or 
were  formerly   inhabitants,  teachers,  artifts,  con- 
fumptioners,  tradefmen,  and  fuch  as  live  on  their 
rents,  becaufe  there  are  many  people  here  that  live, 
or  have  lived  by  manufadures,  fiflieries,  traffick, 
and  freight- Ihips,  and  do  all  of  them  afford  work, 
or  a  livelihood   for  the  other  inhabitants  before- 
mentioned.     But  that  on  the  other  fide  the  manu- 
faéturers,  merchants,  fifhers,  and  owners  of  (hips 
let  to  freight,  will  not  return  from  foreign  lands  to 
ihefe  parts,  or  be  invited  hither  becaufe  there  are, 
or  have  been  in   Holland  many  teachers,  artifts, 
confumptioners,  tradefmen,  and  men  that  live  on 
their  rents,  feeing  thefe  do  fet  to  work  or  employ 
the  forefaid  people,  and  have  their  greateft  profit 

from 
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from  foreign  parts,    at  leaft  not  from  thefe  iaft 
mentioned  people  that  are  natives. 

But   fuppofing  the  general  necefllty  of  levying  j5„/;y^^^^ 
money  to    be   fo   great,  that  we  could  not  X2i\{^  thekfs 
enough  by  all  the  fore- mentioned  taxes,  or  could  ^/""^  ^^ 
not  find  out  any  expedient  to  raife  the  fame  but  "If*'  "^' 
what  were  prejudicial  j  fo  that  to  defend  the  com-  thereunto 
mon wealth,  or  preferve  our  body  politick  againft/)rf^«^, 
fome  formidable  enemy,  we  Ihould  be  fo  put  to  ir,  i^-'^jhould 
as  to  tax  the  above-mentioned  pillars  of  the  land,  ^^/^^^' 
and  be  pinch'd  in  our  chiefeft  means  of  livelihood /^'^^^ 
for  a  fhort  time,  in  hope  that  fuch   urgent  and 
preffing  necefTities  will  foon  have  an  end,  and  that 
then  thofe  taxes  will  be  taken  off;  and  doing  thus, 
we  may  both  fecure  our  country  and  our  eftates : 
let  us  then  fee  what  order  we  are  to  take  in  purfuic 
of  this  method.     And  in  the  firft  place  to  exprefs 
myfclf  clearly,  by  the  words  manufa^urers  and 
fijhers^  I  underftand  all  fuch  as  live  by  any  trade 
in  or  about  fifhing,    making,    iranfporting,  and 
felling  of  our  Holland  manufaóluries  and  fiflieries. 
And  by  the  word  traders^   I  mean  all  fuch  mer- 
chants chat  fell  nothing  by  retail ;  but  fuch  as  trade 
folely,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  in  all  or  any 
commodities,    except  Holland  manufaóturies  and 
fiflieries,  and   fuch  as  depend  on  them.     And  by 
the   word  owners  of  Jhipi^  1  underftand  no  other 
owners  than  fuch  as  fet  fliips  to  fea,  cither  for  our 
own  ftrvice,  or  for  other  merchants  upon  freight. 
Ar.d  now   to  come  to  the  matter  in  hand,  we 
ought  Well  to  confider,  that  we  mufl  lay  the  leaft 
tax   upon    that  means  of  fubfiftance  which  moft 
concerns  us,  and  which  we  are  apt  fooneft  to  lofe, 
and   being  loft  is   not  eafily  retrieved,  and  which 
might  bcfides  dr.^w  away   with  ic  other  trades  or 
means  of  fubfiftance.     So   that  feeing  in  Holland  The  man»- 
there  are  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thouland  inhabitants/*^'^'''""' 
wiio  are  maintained  by  manufadures,  and  fuch  as 

depend 
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depend  on  them,  and  thofe  manufaftiires  are  not 
certainly  fixed  to  us,  fince  we  cannot  furnifh  our- 
ielves  with  the  unwronght  materials  of  them  from 
our  own  country,  but  from  other  parts ;  yea  the 
greater  part  of  them  being  eafily  carried  by  land, 
may  be  made,  carried,  and  fold  in  foreign  upland 
countries.  And  if  this  Ihould  happen,  our  mer- 
chants and  owners  of  freight- fhips  would  be  oblig'd 
to  remove  and  betake  themfelves,  either  to  them, 
or  to  the  countries  and  fea-harbours  next  to  them  ; 
and  if  we  fhould  once  lofe  thofe  manufaftures,  and 
that  our  merchants  and  owners  of  (hips  fliould  go 
over  to  another  country  which  affords  thofe  mate- 
rials for  the  making  of  them,  they  would  probably 
never  return  to  us.  Wherefore  it  appears  that  we 
muft  charge  them  little  or  nothing,  and  the  rather, 
feeing  our  manufidlures  are  already  charged  with 
impoils  on  the'confumption,  much  more  than  our 
fifheries,  traffick,  and  freight-lhips. 
ij-fjg  And  feeing  our  fifheries,  by  the  propinquity  of 

fjheries  the  coafls,  where  haddock,  cod,  herring,  and  whale 
tnore.  ,are  taken,  are  more  fixed  to  us,  and  always  will 
be  fo  than  to  mofl  other  countries ;  and  that  by 
our  over-taxing  them,  we  have  negleéled  and  dif- 
regarded  them,  they  may  pofTibly  return  to  us 
again  if  we  eafe  their  charge,  confidering  our  con- 
venient fituation  *,  whereby  it  appears  that  we 
ought  to  tax  them  fooner,  and  more  than  our  ma- 
nufaftures :  neverthelefs  feeing  there  are  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufmd  people  employed  in  the 
fifheries  -,  and  the  lofs  of  the  faid  fiflieries  to  our 
merchants  and  owners  of  fhips,  would  give  them 
occafion  to  remove  into  thofe  countries  where  the 
faid  fiflieries  might  be  eftablifh'd :  It  appears 
therefore  that  we  ought  not  inconfiderately  to 
charo;e  our  fifheries  too  much, 
Traffick  B'^f  forafmuch  as  it  cannot  be  apprehended,  that 

jet  more,    while  Holland  preferves  her  manufactures  and  fifhe- 
ries. 
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ries,  flie  fliould  lofe  all  her  traffick  in  foreign  ma» 
nufaélures,  fifheries,  and  other  merchandize  j  and 
that  this  traffick  does  not  at  moll  maintain  above 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  people  in  Holland: 
it  therefore  again  appears,  that  we  ought  fooner, 
and  more  to  charge  thofe  trafficks  than  our  manu- 
facluries  and  fiflierics.  Yet  feeing  thofe  trafficks 
being  removed  into  other  countries,  our  owners  of 
fhips  might  firft  fend  their  fhips  thither,  and  many 
of  themfelves  follow  after  :  it  Jikewife  appears,  that 
we  ought  to  charge  that  traffick  kfs  than  the  owners 
offfiips. 

And  feeing  the  owners  of  freight- (liips  inhabiting 
thefe  provinces  do  receive  incomparably  more  ad- 
vantage from  our  inland  manufaClures,  and  our     ' 
own  fifheries  and  trade,  than  any  foreign  owners  of     \ 
Ihips  can  do  -,  yea,  for  as  much  as  there  be  no 
fupporters  of  the  countries  profperity,   but  what 
are  fervants  to  our  manufaóturies,    fifheries,  and 
traders :   it  is  not  therefore  imaginable  that  we  can 
Jofe  them  fo  long  as  we  can  preferve  our  manufac- 
tures, fifheries,  and  traffick  ;  fo  that  the  faid  fhips 
may  be  charged  fooner,  and  more  than  manufac- 
tures,    fifheries,    and   trafficks.     Yet    fince    i\\o^q  And  the 
fhips  lie  for  freight  in  foreign  countries,  and  there /"'"'^'^y'*' 
raife  money   from    ftranoers,  they  may   in  ÏQmt^".^°^-'^ti' 

r  \  rL  P  i  ^       -        .  ting  molt 

mealure  be  elteemed  a  lupport  or  our  profperity  ;  ofalL 
and  fince  there  may  poflibly  be  fifty  thoufand  peo- 
ple maintained  that  way,  anil  that  by  their  being 
charged  too  much  ou'*  own  manufa6tures,  fifheries, 
and  traffick,  for  which  we  are  mod  concerned, 
might  in  fome  meafure  come  to  fuJSèr  at  long  run: 
we  ought  not  therefore  to  proceed  inconfideratcly 
to  the  charging  of  them.  Tho'  we  ffiould  lofe  our 
frcight-fhips,  yei  we  ffiould  not  therefore  lofe  our 
manufliclures,  fiffieries,  and  traffick  •,  but  on  the 
contrary,  by  their  means,  and  by  IcfTening  the 
uxes  at  any  time,  the  freight-ffiips  would  eafily 

H  be 
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Js  appears  bc   induced  to  return  to  Holland.     We  know  that 
by  many     heretofore    in   Flanders,    Brabant,   and   Holland, 
leajoiis.      j^-j^pjy  inhabitants  were  maintained  by  manufaélures, 
fifheries,  and  traffick,  when  the  Eafierlings  were 
the  only  carriers  and  mariners  by  fea :  as  ajfo  that 
the  faid  owners  of  freight  fhips  were  for  the  mofl 
part   gradually   compelled   by   cur   manufa6lures, 
iiflieries,  and  traffick,  to  forfake  thofe  Eajierlings, 
and  to  fettle  in  Holland.     And  we  ftill  find  every 
day,  not  only  that  our  owners  of  freight -fliips  are 
fcrviceable  to  the  manutaólurers,    fifhers,  and  tra- 
ders of  other  countries ;  and  to  that  end  fend  their 
fhips  from  one  harbour  to  another,  to  tranfporc 
their  goods  at  a  price  agreed  on  i  but  alfo  that 
there  are  always  ftrangers  here,  who  for  the  fake 
of  our  manufadures,  fillieries,  and  traffick,  by  rea- 
fon  of  fome  freedom  and  privileges  they  have  above 
us,  either  in  their  own  countries,  or  in  their  voyage, 
do  come  and  enter  their  ihips  for  freight  amongft 
ours. 
And  as         So  that  it  being  now  fhewn  at  large  what  eftates 
thefefour  of  out  common  inhabitants  ought  mod  or  leaft  to 
pdlars  of  ^^  charged  with  impofts,  in  order  to  levy  fifteen 
trfsprof-  niillions  of  guilders  yearly,  we  may  from  the  fame 
perity  may  reafons  in  fome  meafure  calculate  upon  all  occa- 
èe  more  or  fjons  which  of  the  inhabitants  ought  to  be  mofl  or 
(^     j^    leafl  favoured  by  the  magiff  racy,  and  confequently 
^  ^^^^  '    I  fhould  finifli  this  chapter :  but  feeing  the  welfare 
of  the   inhabitants  moft  certainly  depends  on  the 
good  maxims  of  the  rulers  in  that  matter,  I  fhall 
enlarge  fomewhat  more  upon  it. 
So  in  all       Altho'  civil  rulers  are  very  well  termed  fathers, 
events  the  ^^d  the  fubjefts  their  children,  yet  herein  is  the 
T  Ttto      ^^'fference,  that  parents  do  indulge  and  take  equal 
favour       care  of  their  children  to  their  utmofl  power,  or  at 
them  pro-   leaft  ought  not  to  favour  one  to  the  prejudice  of 
fortiona-    another,  and  in  no  cafe  to  ruin  one  child  to  pro- 
^''  vide  for  others,  tho'  better  children  :  and  that  con- 
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tr^iriwife  the  politick  governors  making  up  with 
the  generality  one  body  politick,  which  we  call 
the  State,  muft  fiiew  more  or  I.efs  fiivour,  yea 
hurt  and  ruin,  to  fome  who  are  more  or  lefs  profi- 
table, or  pernicious  to  the  flate.  As  for  inftance, 
thole  that  commie  theft  and  murder,  ^c.  who  are 
punifhcd  with  death  or  otherwife,  for  the  good  of 
the  reft,  and  to  deter  them  from  committing  the 
like  evils. 

From   which  it  follows  ;  Jirjl,  that  all  inhabi-  j^^mel' 
tants,  none  excepted^  ought  to  be  favoured  more/;-/?  the 
than  ftrangers,  as  much  as  is  proper.     Yet  fo,  that  things 
none  be  favoured,  who  by  any  imployment  can  ^j^^^^'M'^'^f 
earn  their  living  by  others  their  fellow-fubjefts,  to  J^Z^jg"!" 
the  prejudice  of  thofe  by  whom  they  procure  th^ir  des. 
bread  :  becaufe  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  would  be  foolifh, 
that  thofe  who  depend  upon  any  thing  fhould  be 
favoured  to  the  prejudice  and  ruin   of  that  very 
thing  whereon  they  depend.     And  befides,  it  is 
necfffary,    that  we   always    remember   to   favour 
moft,  and  confequently  preferve  in  Holland  fuch 
inhabitants,  who  can  with  more  eafe  than  others 
get  their  livings  in  other  countries,  and  tranfporc 
themfclves  thither. 

Secondly,  it  follows  by  the  fa  id  maxims,  that  all  aly.  The 
inhabitants  who  leek  their  profit  and  1  i ve li hood yor^;^»  he- 
from  other  countries,  ought  more  to  be  fcivoured/^''^''^^'^" 
than  thofe  who  in  this  country  live  on  their  fellow-  ^^^  ^^^' 
inhabitants. 

Thirdly,  it  follows  from  hence,  that  fuch  inha-  317.  ^he 
birants,    who   by  their  gains  acquired   by  foreign  ^iipfs 
countries  conuibate  moft  to  the  fubfiftence  of  the  ^^^'^  ,^' 
inhabitants,  and  confequently  of  the  ftate,  otighty^,.^^^^,. 
moft  to  be  favoured  ;  but  with  this  caution,  that 
the  mafter  fhould   be  more  favoured  than  the  fer- 
vant ;  and  our  merchants  who  trafïick  in  our  own 
manutaftures,   and   filheries  in    foreign   countries, 
above  all  others  who  are  employed  about  the  ma- 
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king  or  taking  of  the  fame.  All  which  being 
well  confidered,  it  unanfwerably  appears,  that  the 
politick  rulers  of  Holland  ought  leaft  of  all  to  fa- 
vour ftrangers  with  any  power  or  privilege,  and 
confequently  more  and  more  to  favour  the  inhabi- 
ting mechanicks,  mafter?,  journey- men,  teachers, 
artifts,  confumers  of  any  goods  in  the  Jand, 
hufbindmen,  grafiers,  inland-fifhers,  fuch  as  live 
on  theit  eftates,  owners  of  fliips,  merchants,  iifher- 
men,  and  finally  almoft  all  fuch  inhabitants  who 
are  employed  about  manufactures  fpent  in  foreign 
parts. 

And  altho'  fome  may  objefb,  that  the  faid  ad- 
vantages and  difadvantages  cannot  be  procui'd  or 
avoided,  unlefs,  as  abovefaid,  the  high  and  fub- 
Elhectalk  ordinate  government  confifts  of  fo  many  rulers  and 
toereac'ol'  magiftrates,  that  none  of  them  could  benefit  him- 
Jegesofper-  feJf  to  the  prejudice  of  the  community :  yet  it  is  very 
fans  ac'      ^^jj  i^j-jq^j-j^  x.h'xt  any  violent  change  in  the  wel- 
"he^tropor-  ^^''^  ^^  ^^^  common  inhabitants  of  Holland^  would 
tion,  that  at  lead  much  fooner  ruin  the  bed  and  moft  ufeful 
are  inte-    fubjeóts,  than  improve  them.     And  confequently, 
reftedfor    jj.  ought  to  fatisfy  the  lovers  of  their  country,  if 
fgl^'^;^       the  rulers  and   magiftrates  take  fo  much  care  that 
the  fubordinate  colleges  of  polity,  treafury  and  juf- 
tice,  about  the  manufaóluries,  fifheries,  trade  and 
owning  of  fhips,  be  fo  formed,  that  fuch  perlbns 
as  are  employed  therein,  be  moft  interefted  in  the 
profperity  of  manufactures,  fiflierics,  traffick  and 
freight- fiiips,  and   confequently  leaft  in  any  other 
way  of  fubfiftence;  becaufe  otherwife  every  one 
will,  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  tho*  they  ought 
more  to  be  tendered  as  more  profitable,  draw  the 
water  to  his  own  mill,  and  lay  his  burden  on  ano- 
ther man's  fhoulders.     So  that  there  ought  to  be- 
among  the  directors  that  are  the  iuperintendents, 
Ahout  ma-  or  have  the  overfight  of  manufadures,  at  leaft,  as 
■nufac'      I  conceive,  four  for  foreign  confumption,  two  to 
uires.  overfee 
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overfee  the  m;\king  of  fuch  manufa(5tiires,  one  over 
the  inland-confumption,  and  one  over  the  fervice 
depending  on  thofe  manufli6lures.     As  for  exam- 
ple,  among  the  diredlors  for  the  woolen  cloth- 
trade,  there  0L7ght  to  be  four  merchants  dealing  in 
cloth,    two   clothiers,    one   draper,    one    dyer   or 
cloth-worker,  ^c.  Likewife  among  the  diredors 
concerning  our  foreign  hflieries,'  there  ought  to  be  Fifiienes. 
in  proportion  at  leaft  four  merchants  that  trade  in 
thofe  commodicies,  two  over  the  fetting  out  of  the 
veficls  and  caufing  the  fiHi  to  be  taken,  one  over 
the  inland-confumption  thereof,  and  one  over  the  Efpedally 
fifhing  itfelf.     And  if  the  rulers  of  rhefe  lands,  or  a  college  of 
any  cities  thereof  in  particular,  were  inclined  for  merchant- 
prefervation  and  increafe  of  trafBck  in  general,  to""^'.-^"'' 
credt  a  common  council  with  authority  to  make 
ftatutes  and  laws  relating  thereunto  ;  then  fuch  a 
council  ought'  to  be  form'd  after  this  proportion, 
viz.  of  twenty  four  merchants  dealing  in  Holland 
raanufafturies,  fixteen  merchants  in  Holland  fiflie- 
ries,  fix  merchants  in  other  commodities  which 
belong  not  to  our  manufkduries  and  filheries,   and 
at  moil  but  two  owners  of  fhips,  becaufe   fuch 
owners  and  the  mailers  of  fliips  in  that  quality  are 
for  the  moft  part  fervants  to  the  others,  and  de- 
pend on  them,  and  without  them   are  of  fmall 
confideration.     And  if  among  the  judges  or  com-  ^jfepri. 
mifiloners  fet  over  the  making  of  manufaflures,  a;-»/»?  ^>/^<^ 
filheries,   affurances,    maritime  ailairs,    ^c.  ihcxtrejiiviUbe 
fhould  be  fome  interefted  perfons,  it  is  evident,  Z'"'^^^''^' 
that  in  all  fuch  colleges  the  fiime  proportion  ou2.ht •^'^'^'-'^ 

1  ir       >i       1-  r  -i-rt        tii      common 

to  be  oblerv'd,  that  in  cale  partiality  Ihould  t.\kt gooj : 
place  among  the  judges,  the  lofer  fhould  at  leaft 
have  this  comfort  in  his  misfortune,  that  his  lofs 
would  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  community,  in 
advancing  manufaéluries,  fiflieries,  traffick  and 
freight-fhips :  whereas  otherwife  the  trouble  of  fee- 
ing himfclf  diverted  of  his  livelihood  and  goods, 
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by  undue  orders,  and  unjuft  fentences,  and  all  to 
the  lofs  and  detriment  of  the  commonwealth,  would 
be  intolerable. 
Js  appears  And  that  this  may  appear  not  to  be  fpoken  at 
hy  the  di-  random,  Jet  us  pleafe  to  remember  that  Roelof 
reélors  of  Marii7jfon  Vyyeboor/i  oï Horne^  afhip-mafter,  or  the 
/yi^  Levant  r     i      n  •  u   j     l      7-  A^c^       • 

trade  inho  ^wner   ot  the  ihip  called   fhe  hmpcror  O^avianus 

are  gem-    having  in  the  year  1663,  fufFered  his  velTel  laden  by 
neralUcon-  the  Turkifh  cmperor's  fubjeéls,  to  be  taken  for  a 
cernd tn ^  prey  by  fome  fhips  of  war   belonging  to  Malta, 
freLhl.  '"  ^'^^^''^^  ^'^^  Venice^  for  which  they  paid  him  a 
very  great  freight ;  the  faid   emperor  of  Turky  re- 
Seetheju.^^^^.^^  of  L'rvmus  Wamerus  our  rtfident  at  Con- 
tclttical    J^^^^^^^^ople  facisfaólion  for   the    fam.e  :    he  by  his 
ionfidera-   fainthcartcdnefs,  treachery  or  covetoufnefs,  made  a 
//öw.f-y'/.^t' promife  within  three  months  and  fifteen  days,   to 
Turkifh     p^^y  fi^g  '^'urks  feventy  eight  thoufind  four  hundred 
'Irinted      ^       forty-five  lyon  dollars  for  fatisfa<ftion  ;    and 
^663.       chat  the   faid  fum  might   the  fooner  be  obtain'd, 
the  fiid  refident  commanded,  and  thereupon  the 
conful  ordered,  that  not  only  all  Holland  fhips  fet 
out  to  freight  fhould  be  feized  in  all  the   havens 
of  the  Levant,  which  hafh  fome  glimpfe  of  equity 
in  it,  but  alfo  all  the  goods  of  the  innocent  Holland 
merchants,  who  were  conflrained  to  pay  that  mo- 
ney for   their  redemption.     It   is  eafily  imagined 
that  this  happened,  becaufe  the  refident  and  conful 
knew  that  the  diredors  of  the  Levant  trade  living 
,,..    ,       in  Holland,  were  molllv  concerned   in  the  fliips 

il' ko  have  .-     •    1        1  -'it  1        •  -  1 

fa-vourcd  ^'^^  ^^t  to  freight  tnat  ule  the  Levant,  that  it  would 
thefe  have  been  very  ill  taken  by  them,  and  that  they 
freight  might  have  Ut  on  t\it  fkirts  of  the  refident  and 
than  '27  ^0"'"'»  ^'^  f^''^"*  ^^'PS  had  been  feized  for  that  rea- 
Hülland  ^<^"-  We  afterwards  fiw  the  ftrength  of  this  par- 
manujac-  ticular  iuterell  clearer  in  Holland:  for  thefe  mer- 
turesand  chants  who  wcrc  unjuftly  forced  to  lay  down  this 
trapcki  jj^oney,  and  being  to  be  difcharged,  the  faid  di- 
redlors,  who  give  their  advice  to  the  ftates- general 

in 
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in  many  cafes,  laid  down  in  this  particular  no  ex- 
pedient, nor  any  think  like  it,  whereby  to  procure 
this  money  to  the  leaft  lofs  of  the  land,  or  charg- 
ing themfelves  or  other  owners  or  matters  of  the 
Levant  fhips  ;  no,  nor  to  charge  themfclves  toge- 
ther with  the  merchants  ;    bun  on   the  contrary, 
have  totally  freed  the  faid  owners  and  mailers  of 
the  fame,    and    to    the  greater   prejudice  of   the 
country,  yea,  and  the  fpoil  of  our  manufacStures, 
charged  one  per  cent,  upon  all  goods  outward  and 
inward,  not  excepting  Holland  cloth,   raw  filks, 
and  yarn,  making  together  two  per  cent.     So  that 
the  {fates  following  their  advice,  traffick  and  ma- 
nufiólure  will  be  for  fo  much  imprudently  charged 
to  perpetuity,    fince  the  faid   oppreffive  tax  will 
hardly  ever  be  releas'd.     And  if  we  add  hereunto,  Bringing 
that  all  other  traffick  of  the  common  inhabitants  of^^-"^  charge 
the  provinces,    that  is  not  under   the   tuition  or  °j,!'^^  ^^' 
care  of  fuch  diredlors,  beino;  driven  into  countries^^^J^^^z^'^ 
where  our  confuls  refide,  the  matters  and  owners  w;//Vx, 
of  each  Ihip  going  or  coming  in,  muft  pay  to  the  &c.  on  all 
conful  a  certain  fee  for  his  confulage.     But  that  the  °">'^^^'»- 
fiid  diredlors  of  the  Levant  trade,  for  as  much  '^^  avdlmf- 
they  are  owners  of  fhips,  have  caft  that  burden^^i. 
from  off  their  own  fhoulders,  and  laid  it  upon  our 
own  merchants,  yea  on  our  manutaftures  and  all 
manner  of  Levant  wares,   wichouc  diftindion  of 
clothes,  grogram   yarn,    raw  filk,    ^c.   going  or 
coming  to  or  from  the  Levant^  to  the  benefit  of 
the  refident  at  Conjiantinople,  and  the  confuls  that 
refide  in  thofe  havens  on  the  beb.alf  of  this  rtate, 
charging    them  with  i    \  percent,  being  together  ^W/Z;^^ 
going  and  coming  three  per  cent,  wliich  upon  fo  h  cutting 
rich  a   trade   makes  up  a   princely  revenue,    and  ^°^  ^'^'S'^ 
royal  maintenance.     And  altho*  the  faid  fefidents^^'^l^^''^''' 
and  confuls  take  their  reward  of  the  Holland  Le-  leather-, 
vant  merchants,  and  having  no  other  bufinefs  to 
tlifpatch  but  the  concerns  of  their  traffick  and  na- 
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vigation,  ought  to  have  remembred,  that  they  be- 
ing only  clothed  with  a  charad:er  of  the  ftate,  the 
better  to  effetV  the  fame,  and  for  no  other  end, 
unlefs  for  order  and  decency,  are  really  and  indeed 
but  minillers  of  the  Levant  merchants,  and  fo 
muft  continue,  feeing  they  have  at  the  port  of 
Conftantinople  in  ctfeft  not  any  the  leaft  bufinefs  of 
ftate  to  negotiate,  as  peace,  war,  alliances,  aflif- 
tance,  i^c.  between  the  refpedive  ftates.  Never- 
thelefs  this  fhadow  of  their  monarchical  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  aiTuming  an  authority,  and  taking  ex- 
ample by  the  minifters  of  monarchs,  who  like- 
wile  refide  there  :  adding  hereunto,  that  this  too 
great  income  for  citizens  of  a  free  commonwealth, 
hath  all  along  raifed  in  them  a  monarchical  pride, 
and  befides  occafions  oft-times  other  heavy  taxes, 
and  continual  quarrels  againft  the  fiid  Holland 
merchants,  who  are  not  willing  nor  able  to  endure 
fo  chargeable  and  opprcflive  a  power,  which  wiU 
deftroy  our  important  L(f^'^«/  trade  in  a  fhorttime. 

Let  none  objecl,  that  all  that  money  is  not  ex^ 
'jcled  to  the  rjgour,  nor  comes  into  the  refidents 
and  confuls  purfe-,  for  they  enjoy  moll  ot  it,  and 
the  factors  charge  the  their  principals  with  it,  in- 
fomuch  that  this  confiderable  Levant  trade,  and 
our  manufaólures  depending  upon  it,  by  this  pre- 
judicial management  of  thofe  chargeable  refidents 
and  confuls,  and  by  five  ptr  Cent,  unneceflarily 
charged,  and  without  any  reafon  to  tavour  and 
clear  the  owners  and  mafters  of  (hips,  ^tho*  they 
caufe  more  troubles  in  thofe  parts  than  the  merchants 
ihcmfelves,  and  alio  in  other  relpeóts  are  fubjecft 
to  ihcm,  and  confequently  have  more  occafion  of 
our  refidents  and  confuls  advice  than  our  traders,^ 
and  are  the  caufc  of  their  much  greater  charge. 

So  that  you  may  fee  by  what  I  have  laid,  that  if 
the  courts  of  juftice  relating  to  the  filheries,  tp.anu- 
iadurc-s,  traffick,  ii^furances,  and  maritime  affairs,^ 
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are  no  better  ordered  according  to  the  maxims  of  ^ö/>5a/<ifr 
Holland's  profperity,  whereof  I  know  none  as  yet :  "^^yxpep 
Then    certainly  our   manufadlures,  fifheries,    and  f-on'verii'"' 
trafHck  in  this  country,  being  too  little  favoured,  encesfrom 
and  too  much  oppreft  j    and  that  all   covxctvntd  ail  other  iU 
therein  having  any  difference  with  their  labourers,  ^^fij'^^^ 
fervants,    meflengers,   letter-carriers,  fh ip -maffers, "  ^^"' 
or  owners  of  fhips,  they  have  great  reafon  ever  to 
comply  with  them,  or  to  fear  a  mifchievous  verdiét 
or  fentence,  tho*  their  caufe  be  good.     For  fince 
we  cannot   bereave  judges  of  their  human  nature, 
we  ought  in  fuch  cafes  toexpeél  that  they  will  take 
more  care  for  themfeives,  or  their  friends,  than  for 
the  publiek  good. 

And  thus  by  degrees  I  am  come  down  to  matters 
of  juftice  about  traffick,  whereof  I  purpofe  to  fpcak 
more  at  large. 

CHAP.     XXV. 

Theantientjiate  of j  u flic  e  in  Holland  andWed- 
Friefland  being  here  related^  it  is  likewife 
at  the  fame  time  fhewn^  that  the  laws  and 
order  of  jiifiice  ought  to  be  f  rained  for  the 
mofl  adva72tage  oj  trafiek. 

IT  is  well  known  that  the  G^r;;z^«  emperors  drove 
out  of  thefe  lands  the  Ncrmans,  and  according 
to  their  cuffom  divided  the  provinces  among  twelve 
or  thirteen  lords  their  favourites,  making  one  of 
them  the  earl,  who,  as  the*  empcror*s  ftadtholder, 
was  to  govern  this  country  with  the  afTiftance  of  the 
faid  nobility,  without  foldiery.  And  in  cafe  of 
war,  if  he  and  thefe  noblemen,  and  common  in- 
habitants, were  not  able  to  defend  themfeives  againft 
a  foreign  power,  he  was  to  be  alTifted  by  the  duke  of 
the  next  adjacent  mark- lands,  who  was  always  arm'd 
and  had  1 2  earls  under  him,  and  at  his  difpofal. 

Purfuanc 
*  Tanquam,  Ciefaris  prsCdem  ejus  provinclae.  Amiah  Donf^ 
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Jldaüon        Purfuant  to  this  our  earls,  with  confent  of  the 
made  of  the  ftj^f^^g  of  the  land,  framed  and  appointed  all  the  laws 
v'^  ^  ^■^.  or  orders  over  the  whole  province;  and  their  re- 
the  times  of  I'^^CiivQ   dykegraves,    baihrFs   and  fchouts,    with 
the  earls  of  {\iz\r   counfcllors,  homagers,  judges,  and  fheriffs, 
Holland,    rnacje  ^\\  peculiar  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  re- 
''fo'ver^'^n^  fpeflive  Waters  in  the  country,  open  lands,  villages, 
'lords.        and  cities,  and  omitted  not  in  their  Jaws  to  exprefs 
the  punifhment  and  fines  which  the  offender  was  to 
fuffer  or  pay.     And  moreover,  our  earl  had  power, 
with  all  other  earls,  as  being  chief  judge  himfelf, 
or  by  bailiffs  and  judges  depending  on  him,  and  in 
his  name,  to  give  fentence  and  judgment  between 
the  inhabitants.     It  is  obfcrvabie,  that  all  criminals, 
who  had  forfeited  their  lives,  were  to  forfeit  their 
eftatesalfo,  and  that  all  confifcations  and  fines  came 
to  the  earls,  or  to  the  bailiffs  and  fchouts,  who  for 
that  end  held  their  offices  by  farm.     And  to   the 
.end  that  thofe   miferable   fubjeéls   might  undergo 
trial  before  the  judges   that  were  parties  \  we   are 
to  take  notice,  that  our  earls  following  the  ungodly 
maxiins  of  monarchical  government  in  adminiilring 
juftice,  flood  much  upon   the  enlarging  of  their 
power  and  profit,  and  but  very  little  on  the  welfare 
of  the  common  people:  for  they  empowered  thefe 
bailiffs  and   fchouts,  according  to  their  will    and 
^Tisfaenxin  pleafure,  to  take  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  of- 
hojw  defec-  fgnces,  whether  really  committed  or  not,  to  faveur 
vramiical  °^  ptofecute  all  the  inhabitants,  without  appeal  to 
jV  then      any  but  the  patron,  vi-z.  the  earl.     And  tho'  it  was 
n.<:as.         very  neceffary  for  the  gentry,  common  people,  and 
citizens,  the  better  to  obtain  juft  fentences,  to  ap- 
point upon  all  occafions  a  very  great  number  of 
judges,  and  to  give  them- a  liberty,  v/itliout  refpecft 
ofperfons,  to  vote  with  balls  or  otherwife  privately: 
or  if  few  judges  were  appointed  in  thofe  courts  and 
places  of  juftice,  with  command  to  vote  publickly, 
shat  then  at  ieafl  thofe  bailiffs,  fchouts  and  judges 
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ac  certain  times  being  complained  of,  were  obliged 
to  give    an  account  of  their  ad  ions   before  a  very 
great  number  of  them.      Yet  our  faid   earls   upon 
iall,  yea  the  mofb   weighty  occafions,  would  place  By   reafin 
no  more  but  here  and  there  an  Axing^  or  five  or  °f*^^  /««- 
feven   judges  in   the  open  country,  and  about  fo"^  ^ 
many  fheriifs  or   aldermen   in  the  cities  ;  obliging 
them,  whether  in  criminal  or  civil  caufes,  ever  to 
deliberate  or  vote  openly  in  prefence  of  the  earl, 
his  baiiifis  or  fchouts,  and  to  give  no  account  of 
reafon  to  any  but  himfelf  for  what  they  aded. 

By  which  form   of  juftice,  the  earls  and  their 
bailiffs  and  fchouts  m?ght  favour  or  opprefs  all  the 
inhabitants,  under  pretext  of  adminiftri.ig  that  fa- 
cred  juftice    to  which  they  v/ere  fworn.     For  they 
could  give  what  fentence  they  pleafed  by  reafon  QÏAad  their 
the  paucity  of  judges,  which  they  were  fain  to  com-  P'^JF^-sM' 
•ply  with,   if  they  would  hold  their  annual  employ-  ^^'"ij^^^„j 
ments,  and  efcapethe  refentment  of  their  faid  lords,  tijgir  bai- 
And  when  ac  bell  the  faid  earls,  bailiffs,  and  fchouts  Hffs  and 
did    not  concern   themfelves    with  the    matter  in/"^*""'^ 
cjueftion,  if  one  of  the  parties,   whether  plaintiff  or  ^  ^^-'^  * 
defendant,  were  favoured  or  hated  by  the  judges, 
and  the  other  not,  then  in  fuch  cafe,  *  an  upright 
fentence  was  feldom  paffed. 

And  tho'  fince  that  time,  by  the  abjuration  of  ^'/,^/  j.f. 
the  g(Wernment  of  earls,  and  efpecially  fince  x\\^  tie amend- 
death  of  the  late  ftadtholder  oï  Holland^  thegreateft  ^^»'  ^«'* 
occafion  of  favour  or  hatred  in  refpeift  of  judges  and  ^^?i°V  ' 
Iheriffs,  and  confequently  the  greateft   occafion  oï  ^^^r^^g 
unrighteous   fentenccs,  e u her  in   greater    or   \t^tx  thefe times, 
affiirs,  was  taken  away  •,  yet  ncverthelefs  the  bai-  «^'=«'  "^^t^ 
liffs  and  fchouts  in  regard  of  the  common  people,  '.'^"  '"  .  " 
and  efpecially  in  criminal  affairs,  hoid  their  former  ^^f  " 

power  and   refpeól.     By  which   remainder  of  that 
tyrannical  government  by  earls,  the  inhabitants  may 

be 

*  Qyia  favor  aut  odium  in  judice  plus  valet  quam  optima  lex 
iacodicij. 
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be  very  much  opprelTed  upon  this  account,  becaufc 

the  judges  and  Scheepens  being  continued  in   their 

former   fmall   number   may  be   mifled,  unlefs  we 

fhould  fuppofe  them  to  be  divefted  of  their  human 

nature,  and  not  to  be  mov'd  by  their  fuiiiliarity 

with,  or  hatred  of  the  faid  bailiffs  and  fchouts,  or 

by  the  bribes,  and  love  or  hatred  of  the  plaintiff  or 

defendant ;  and  becaufe  no  further  appeals,  or  acr 

count  is  to  be  given  to  higher  powers  at  appointed 

times  and  places,  upon  the  complaint  of  any  per- 

fons  thereunto  impowered,  and    hkewile  becaufe 

they  are  not  obliged  to  fuffer  any  punifhment  in 

cafe  of  errror. 

But  my  But  becaufe  I  purpofe  more  efpecially  to  confider 

aim  being  our  adminiftration  of  juftice,  as  it  tends  to  the  be- 

cbiejly  nt    ^^^^  ^^^   increafc  of  our   fifliery,    manufaélures, 

êalljhcvj,  traffick  and  freight- fhips,  I  fhall  pafs  over  all  thefe 

common  defedls  and  faults  in  other  matters  of  juftice, 

and  purfuc  my  aim  and  purpofe  in  this  only. 

Next  to  the  perfcót  freedom  of  the  people,  and 
the  more  or  lefs  taxing  and  favouring  the  feveral 
trades  or  eftates  of  the  people  of  Holland^  it  is  ne- 
ceffai  y  that  juftice   be  equally  adminiftred  againft 
all  open  violence  which  may  be  adled  in  the  land ; 
}i(nü  dc-    which  feeing  it  would  be  hurtful,  not  only  to  the 
irtntental  j^-jgj-chants  of  our  manufaflures,  and  fifheries,  and 
bankrupts   ^'^^^^^^  i"  foreign  commodities,  together  with  the 
xrt,  owners  of  freight- fhips,  but  alfo  to  other  inhabi- 

tants, both  fubjeóls  and  rulers-,  fo  thatnoaffembly, 
or  body  of  men  whatever,  without  fecuring  them- 
fclves  againft  it,  can  pofTibly  fubfift  ;  there  is  of 
antient  times  an  order  of  juftice  appointed,  tho* 
very  defedive.  But  tho*  fraud  (whereby  we  may 
wrong  a  man  of  his  due  as  well  as  by  force)  ought 
noï  to  be  lefspuniftied,  and  that  merchandizing  de- 
pending efpecially  on  the  probity  of  men,  yet  by 
falfe  deceit  may  be  perfedly  ruined  ;  it  is  therefore 
t^  be  wondered  at,  that  Holland  hath  been  able  to 

preferve 
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preferve  its  traffick,  as  ic  muft  here  be  carried  on 
with  fo  many  laws,  or  by  the  help  of  laws  derived 
from  the  maxims  of  the  warlike  Roman  republiek, 
which  give  the  merchants  here  an  opportunity  to 
gain  more  by  fraud  than  by  honefl;  dealing.     And 
on  the  other  hand,  here  is  fo  little  care  taken   by  ^"^  ^<''« 
good  orders  and  laws  to  defend  thehoneit  merchant  ^^^^jfP'"^~ 
againft  the  fraud  and  deceit  of  thofe  who  bear  the  J^^l  '^ 
name  of  merchants,  and   to  help  them  to  vtcovQi  agahijl 
their  own  ;  that  we  may  well  afk  the  reafon,  why  ^bem, 
all  the  bad  people  of  foreign  countries  come   not 
into  Holland^  that  under  pretext  of  merchandizing 
they  may  openly  learn  to  cheat  in  the  beneficial  way 
now  fo   much  praflifed,  and  that  with  impunity  ? 
For,  *  'tis  the  rod  makes  the  children  good.     Now  What  or- 
to  eftablifh  fome  better  order  in  this,  it  would  feem  ^"'  "^'^^^ 
needful,  that  none  fhould  be  fuffered  to  drive  any  .^  ^  "^ƒ 
craffick  in  Holland^  'till  firft   he   hath  entered  the 
place  of  his  abode  in   a    publiek   re2;ifter,  which     ^^^^. 
would  have  this  effeft.     Firft,  that  the  parents  and  ^^,.^ 
kindred  ofthefaid  merchant,  if  they  have  not  made 
a   contrary  entry  in   the    fame  regifter  within  a 
year,  ftiall   not  be  allowed  by  any  laft  Vv^ill  and 
teftament,  to  leave  to  the  fiid   merchant  a  lefs  le- 
gacy than  without  a  will  they  might,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  his  creditors.     Moreover,  it  fhall  not  be 
lawful  for   any  merchant,  efpecially  a  bankrupt, 
in  any  cafe  to  refufe  any  profitable  bequeft  or  legacy. 
For  this  he  cannot  be  fuppoled  to  do  but  in  order 
to   defraud   his  creditors ;  and   for  that  reafon  he 
ought  to  be   prohibited   legally  to   alienate   any 
eftate,    fave  for  a  gainful   title,  and  that  he  hath 
receiv'd  the  value  of  it  beforehand.     I  underftand 
hereby,    that  if  he  happen  to  be  a  bankrupt  after- 
wards, all  his  donations,  conveyances  and  portions 
given  for  marriage,  or  eüates  bequeathed  or  con- 

figned 

*  Oderunt  peccare  mali  (quaks  oranes  natura  fumu^)  formi- 
dinepcjn.'e. 
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figned  to  his  children,  ought  to  be  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors.     ]"or  we  fee  here  too  often 
tlie  truth  of  this  EnglifJj  proverb,  Happy  is  that  Jon 
whoj'e  father  goes  to  the  devil. 
'Andfettk-      And  as  it  ou^ht  to  be  unlawful  for  a  merchant 

ƒ  ... 

mentsbe-  [q  endow  his  wife  with  a  marriage  jointure  to  the 
riazT.'^*  prejudice  of  his  creditors,  lb  ought  the  wife  to  be 
prohibited  to  covenant  to  have  her  option  of  part 
in  profit  or  lofs :  for  there  is  nothing  more  rational 
than  that  hc' *  who  will  have  the  profit,  muft  bear 
the  lofs.  Yea,  the  parents,  and  neareft  kindred  of 
fuch  a  wife,  ought  to  demean  themfelves  in  all 
things  in  relpcd'  of  inheritance,  as  the  relations  of 
the  hufband  himfelf:  and  excluding  community  of 
eftatc,  or  the  bringing  in  of  engaged  eftates,  they 
ought  to  be  entred  in  the  publiek  regifter. 

The  ordinary  regifter  or  books  of  accounts  of 
fuch  merchants  who  are  in  reputation  for  honefty, 
and  corroborated  by  oath,  ought  in  all  refpeds  to 
be  equivalent  to  any  notars  adls,  and  nothing 
ought  to  be  preferred  to  it  except  fpecial  mort- 
gage ;  feeing  the  cuRom  of  the  country  is  fuch, 
that  to  prefer  orphans,  rent,  or  jointure,  ^c.  to 
be  firffc  paid,  is  prejudicial  to  traffick,  and  confer 
quently  to  the  whole  republiek.  But  if  at  any 
time  it  be  found  that  a  merchant  hath  filfified  his 
books  or  regifter,  and  confirmed  them  by  perjury, 
he  ought  then  in  all  refpefts  to  lofe  his  life  as  a 
falfe  coiner,  that  all  men  may  be  terrified  by  fo 
fevere  a  punifnmene,  not  to  enrich  themfelves  filfiy 
and  treacheroufly  with  other  mens  eftates,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  commonwealth. 
A  debt-  Yea,  it  feems  to  me  that  traffick,  and  the  ac- 
book  under  ^^^^^^^  ^f  ^  credible  merchant,  is  of  fo  much  con- 

oatb  oiivht  .  .  n-        •  r      I        r 

to  be  a  cernment,  feeing  the  conltitution  or  the  lame  is 
fufficient  fuch  here,  that  it  neither  allows  or  permits  of  any 
gioimdfor  other  evidence :  that  therefore  upon  the  laid  regifter 

an  imme-  ^\^^^ 

diatc  exe- 
cution. *  Q^tiem  commoda,  eiim  inccmmoda  fequantur. 
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alone  confirmed  by  oath,  there  ought  immediate 
execution  to  be  taken  as  for  money  due  to  the  ftate. 
For  if  traffick  is  with  usfalus  ppuli,  the  country's 
fafety,  what  reafon  can  there  be  of  not  ufing  the 
like  means  {pari  pajju)  as  the  ftate  doth  ? 

It  is  alfo  very  prejudicial,  that  a  Tale  fhould  be  Vindica- 
counted  for  ready  money,  when  after  delivery  of '^'"'^  "^^ 
the  goods  the  money   is  not    immediately   paid.  ^"^' 
t'or  when  the  feller  gives  up  his  right  of  the  goods 
by  trufting  of  the  buyer,  he  gives  fuch  knavifii 
buyers  great  opportunities  of  making  great  bank- 
rupts: and  he  who  on  the  other  fide  by  his  impru- 
dence is  in  the  greateft  fault,  does  afterwards,  by 
his  unjuft  vindication  or  profecution  for  his  goods, 
take  away  the  eftate  of  the  other  creditors. 

There  ought  in  each  city  to  be  at  leaft  one  par-  Frefent 
ticular  court  of  juftice  to  decide  matters  between i"^^'^'^  ^->''* 
buyer  and  feller,  that  To  fuch  fuits  may  not  only  be  "l^nris' 
fpeedily  ended,  but  that  the  judges  apprehending  ^gyy  „etef- 
the  way  of  trading  the  better,  may  give  or  admi-yöry- 
nifter  the  better  juftice  and  found  judgment  for  the 
land :  whereas  the  merchants  now  find,  that  their 
fuits  caufed  by  difference  in  accounts,  are  almoft 
never  ended  but  by  agreement  of  the  parties  when 
they  grow  weary  of  the  law,  and  that  moftly  to  the 
benefit  of  the  unrighteous  caviller,  according  to  the 
proverb,  The  cavillers  are  gainers. 

It  is  very  unreafonable  and  prejudicial  to  the  But  the 
merchant,  that  the  eftate  of  one  dcceafed  fhould  be  benefid- 
fuffered  to  have  beneficium  invent arii..  the  right  of  "'"••'"^'T' 

•  r    ,         A.  1  1    ^  tani  IS  de- 

makmg  an  inventory  or  the  eltate,  when  the  com-  trimentai, 
mon  creditors  will  become  his  heirs ;  *  feeing  the  as  are 
creditors  muft  bear  the  lofs  if  the  eftate  falls  ftiort 
of  their  debts,  they  ought  to  reap  the  profit  when 
there  is  more  :   whereas  otherwife  thofe  unmerciful 
greedy  heirs  by  that  courfe  of  juftice,  in  the  firft 

cafe 

*  Secundum  naturam  eft  commoda  cujufque  rei  euin  fequi, 
quem  feqaentur  incommoda. 
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cafe  they  caft  off  the  burden  from  their  own  backs, 
and  in  the  fecond  cafe  they  carry  away  the  profit. 

And  no  lefs  hurtful  are  letters  of  ceffion,  or  at- 
termination,  renouncing  the  eftate,  and  gaining  of 
time.  And  fmce  no  perfons  are  profecutcd  by  the 
publiek  for  particular  debts,  it  is  reafonably  to  be 
prefumed,  that  the  creditors  will  not  prejudice 
themfelves  by  taking  over-rigorous  courfes  with 
any  perfon  that  cannot  really  pay,  but  is  willing  to 
do  it  •,  nor  to  bereave  them  of  their  good  name, 
and  drive  them  into  extremities.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, a  difhoneft  man  having  concealed  and  made 
over  his  eftate,  will  enrich  himfelf,  and  feek 
eafe,  by  delivering  up  his  whole  eftate  upon  a  falfe 
oath. 

On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  profitable  for  the 
commonwealth,  if  upon  the  leaft  complaint  of  a 
debtor's  non-payment,  they  fhould  forthwith  make 
him  give  in  fecurity  -,  or  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  keep 
him  and  his  books  of  account  in  clofe  ward.  For 
in  cafe  he  fhould  then  fhew  himfelf  able  to  pay,  he 
might  foon  be  releafed  upon  fecurity  ;  and  being 
unable,  we  fhould  be  able  to  prevent  his  running 
away,  and  his  giving  in  a  falie  account  of  his 
debts,  and  his  thievifh  making  over  and  abfcond- 
ing  his  books  and  eftate.  In  all  fuch  events,  it 
ought  to  be  lawful  to  imprifon  knavifh  debtors, 
with  their  wives  and  adult  children,  by  publiek 
authority,  and  to  kee[)  them  in  a  publiek  work- 
houfe,  to  make  them  earn  their  own  bread,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  Mofes.,  and  the  Roman  laws 
of  the  twelve  tables.  Yea,  and  in  cafe  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  eminent  and  great  debtors  be  aggravated  by 
foul  and  knavifh  circumftances,  we  ought,  ac- 
cording to  the  proclamation  of  the  emperor  Charles 
in  the  year  1540,  to  ufe  them  as  we  do  thieves  for 
burglary,  hang  them  on  a  gallows,  without  fuf- 
fi-ring  in  any  wife,  us  now  k  often  happens,  that 
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fuch  bankrupts  remain  dwelling  among  us,  and 
continue  driving  their  traffick  under  another's 
name ;  according  to  the  proverb,  *  Let  him  -pay 
ivith  his  perfon,  that  cannot  pay  with  his  purfe. 

But  in  cafe  the  bankrupt  be  fled  with  his  books 
and  eftate,  without  the  jurifdiólion  and  reach  of 
Holland,  and  is  proteéled  by  the  civil  authority  of 
that  place ;  I  (houid  think  it  convenient  for  the 
benefit  of  Holland  to  proceed  thus.  Firft,  by  vir- 
tue of  a  general  law,  all  fuch  perfons  ought  to  be 
profecuted  as  publiek  betrayers  of  their  country, 
amounting  to  as  much  as  -f-  being  guilty  of  high- 
treafon  ;  the  rather,  feeing  fuch  a  villainous  bank- 
rupt hath  no  lefs  need  of  help  to  carry  on  his  wick- 
ed defign,  than  to  betray  his  country :  at  lead  he 
cannot  fo  have  concealed  matters,  but  that  the  ac- 
comptants  and  cafhiers,  his  men-fervants  and  maid- 
fervants  muft  have  fome  knowledge  of  it  •,  and 
therefore  they  ought  all  of  them  to  be  apprehendedj 
and  if  upon  examination  it  were  found  that  they 
had  aflifted  in  conveying  away  luch  thievifli  bank- 
rupts, it  were  good  to  examine  them  upon  the 
rack  more  ftriftly  if  there  were  caufe  of  fufpicion 
of  the  thing  ;  or  elfe  upon  their  oaths  according  to 
the  occafion.  For  if  the  rack  be  of  any  good  ufe, 
it  muft  be  in  cafes  whereon  the  profperity  of  the 
country  depends,  and  where  ii's  known  there  mull 
be  aiders  and  afiifters  in  fuch  grofs  knaveries. 

We  might  alfo  at  the  fime  inftant  publiek ly  pro-  Jnd  all 
claim  throughout  the  whole  land,  that  wholbever  ^'•^'''''o^^ 
hath  any  eftate  of,  or  owes  any  thing  to  the  perfon  <^''^'^^'^- 
fo  fled,  fhould  immediately  difcover  it,  on  pain  of  ^^^^^^'Z^.. 
being  puniftied  as  betrayers  of  their  country,  2iV\i^gedbyla-is 
concealers  of  that  villany  :  and  all  perfons  ftiould  and puh- 
forthwith  be  examined  upon  oath  who  are  fufpefted  ^^'^^^°^'^^ 
to  know  any  thing  of  it ;  declaring  by  promife, 

I  tha; 

*  Qui  non  habet  in  xre,  luat  in  pelle. 
•f  Lsfa:  majeftatis  reos. 
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that  all  thofe  who  Ihall  uprightly  purge  themfelves, 
fhould  be  accounted  men  of  probity,  altho'  they 
had  formerly  afllfted  in  that  wickednefs  -,  and  if 
otherwife,    they  fliall  at  all  times    be  proceeded 
againil  and  punifhed  as  perjured  betrayers  of  their 
country,  when  by  a  third  perfon  it  fhall  come  to  be 
known. 
^ohringin      And  all  fuch  as  claim,  and  pretend  to  any  thing 
all  their     ^f  j-j^g  fugitive's  ellate,  ought  alfo  to  be  oblig*d 
^y^^'J^^^^^  immediately  to  lay  claim  to  it  upon  great  penal- 
ihe  benefit  tics,  whereby  two  very  great  evils  would  be  pre- 
(jr  charge   vented;  for  feeing  *  no  man  becomes  wicked  to 
if  the       f{^£   higheft  degree  all  of  a  fudden,  therefore  all 
eiatT^     fuch  v/ho  were  lately  poffefled  of  the  eftate  of  fuch 
bankrupts,  and  confequently  had  not  ufed  or  em- 
ployed it  as  their  own,  fhould  immediately  bring 
in  the  fame:    the  rather,  that  while  the  act  was 
frelh,  they  could  not  arrive  at  fo  exaft  a  know- 
ledge of  their  eftates  and  books  as  they  might  af- 
terwards, by  the  feizing  and  examination  of  the 
offenders  and  their  affociates.     And, 

^dly^  All  thofe  that  pretend  to  any  thing  of  the 
bankrupt's  eftate,  being  alfo  ignorant  of  what 
might  come  to  be  known  of  his  condition,  and 
whether  there  were  any  appearance  at  any  time  of 
compounding  with  him,  fhould  be  necellitated  to 
give  in  their  real  debts :  whereas  we  fee  now,  that 
all  fuch  eftates  are  grafp'd  by  diftioneft  perfons  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  there  is  feldom  any  thing  left 
for  the  honcft  creditors,  becaufe  people  may  con- 
ceal all  debts  with  impunity,  and  on  the  other  fide, 
may  enlarge  their  pretences  after  they  fee  the  mat- 
ter brought  to  an  iffue. 

This  being  done,  the  bankrupt  ought  to  be 
fummoned  on  a  certain  prefix'd  day  and  hour, 
in  which  time  the  creditors  ought  to  have  leave 
abfolutely  to  compound  with  him,  and  to  ftop  their 

pro- 
*  Nemo  repentè  fit  pefTimus,  aut  fuit  turpiffiraus. 
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proceedings  at  law.  But  if  the  bankrupt  neither 
appears  nor  agrees,  he  ought  to  be  hanged  in 
effigie  on  a  gallows,  and  all  his  children  old  and 
young  declared  infamous. 

If  all  thefe  particular  'xuld  take  effecSb  imme-  By  all 
diately  upon  the  frt-lh  a6t,  and  before  people  could  luhich 
have  laid  afide  the  fhame  of  fuch  a  new  piece  of  ^^_""^ 
knavery,  I  judge  it  would  be  of  great  influence  to^^^^^''^' 
make  men  honefter :  whereas  now  they  learn  by  defigned 
degrees,  that  it  is  better  to  have  other  mens  eflates  bankrupts 
than  none  at  all  -,  and  *  that  we  can  fpend  another  'would  be 
man's  eftate  with  much  more  pleafure  than  our^'^'''^^      " 
own.     Having  overcome  all  fhame,  men  can  live 
eafier  and  quieter  in  an  infamous  condition  than  to 
trouble  themfelves  about  points  of  honour,  and  pay 
fo  dear  for  them  too.     But  feeing  in  all  thefe  pro- 
fecutions  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  ou.qhc  to  be  '^"'.i^j^^' . 

J  ^  •     •  1  J  ■'  ■,      'VJtfe  better 

aimed  at,  nnce  it  is  purely  an  endeavour  to  maice  agreements 
the  mofl  of  it  for  them,  therefore  they  ought  to  be  made 'with 
enabled  after  that  time  to  agree  with  their  credi-A?^'''''^^ 
tors,  and  to  annul  the  fentence  •,  ïox  fiat  juftitia  &  t^ankrupts. 
pereat  mundus,    becomes  a  judge's   mouth   very 
well  j  for  they  not  being  fovereigns,  are  for  the 
fake  of  their  honour,  oath,  and  ofïice,  bound  to 
judge  by  the  laws,    and  not  contrary  to  them  : 
wherein  if  they  fail,  they  are  in  all  well-ordered 
republicks  to   be  complained  of,    and   punifhed. 
But  the  proverb  does  not  at  all  become  wife  poli- 
ticians,  where  falus  populi^  and  not  the  peoples 
ruin,  mud  be  the  fupreme  or  higheft  law. 

And   feeing  we  ought  on  the  one  fide  to  com- 
pare thefe  fugitives,  and  bafe  and  unworthy  cheats, 
to  thofe  vagrant  and  thievifl>  drones  among  the  ^^«^^ 
bees,  which  by  all  means  ought  to  be  kept  out  oï°"^°  ^^ 
the  land,  or  to  be  purfued  and  deftroyed  :  fo  on  £^'J^^  °flg^ 
the  contrary  we  ought  to  look  on  all  honeft  mer-  itiflvent 
chants,  who  through  want  of  forefight,  by  the  in-  merchant, 

I  2  'm{!iicc''J'ir- 

-'  pie  alio'Vi'r 

*  Qu'il  n*y  a  chere,  que  de  gens  a  Tarriere.  ana.. 
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juftice  or  breaking  of  others,  by  ftorms,  misfor- 
tunes, robberies  at  ka,  or  war,  have  loft  their  own 
eftates,  and  part  of  others,  and  fo  cannot  pay  their 
debts.  I  lay,  we  ought  to  regard  them  as  profita- 
ble bees  with  compafliop,  declaring  and  promifing 
them,  that  all  fuch  perfons,  making  their  lofles 
appear,  and  not  withdrawing  themfelves  from  ju- 
ftice, fhall  referve,  and  hold  to  their  own  ufe  the 
tenth  part  of  what  they  had  to  begin  to  trade  with 
at  firft,  and  not  be  troubled  at  all  by  their  former 
creditors,  and  may  remain  in  good  name  and  fame 
with  their  children,  tho'  they  had  enjoyed  great 
portions  or  other  gifts,  as  being  a  righteous  fruit  of 
their  uprlghtnefs,  and  a  comfort  in  their  adverfity. 
But  feeing  between  thefe  mifchievous  thieves,  and 
their  children,  and  thefe  unfortunate  lofers  who  are 
much  to  be  lamented,  there  is  no  difference  either 
in  punifhment  or  infamy,  it  caufeth  many  who 
otherwife  would  be  honeft,  through  neceiTity  to 
ftep  out  of  the  honeft  way,  and  to  take  ill  courfes. 
For  if  opportunity  makes  a  thief,  neceflity  does  it 
much  more. 

But  fuppofing  all  ufeful  laws  were  made  for  the 
benefit  of  trafïick  and  navigation,  and  the  inferior 
iudges  were  well  inclined  to  caufe  them  to  be  put 
in  execution,  neverthelefs  as  things  now  go  in  Hol- 

ofhtftice     ^^^^'^'t  ^^^^Y  ^^y  ^^^  ^^'^^  ^^^  V'^^^  ^^  made  of  none 

ougkt  to     efFei5l  by  appealing  to  a  higher  court.     For  as  our 

co^/jlj}  of    courts  of  judicature  confift   not  of  above  ten  or 

^f,'^^''"''"  twelve  judges,  fo  they  cannot  hear  and  give  judg- 

°'^'       ment  at  more  than  one  bench,  and  much  lefs  have 

their  underftandings  exercifed  to  comprehend  all 

differences  that  occur,  whereby  the  fuits,  becaufe 

of  the  great  number  and  trouble  of  them,  rematn 

depending  there  almofl  to  perpetuity,  and  at  lad 

are  all  of  a  very  uncertain  iffue.     To  redrefs  which 

it  were  neceffary,  that  the  number  of  judges  fhould 

be  fo  cncreafed,  that  for  feme  particular  cafes  there 

may 
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may  be  fome  appointed  out  of  that  number,  who 
according  to  the   weightinefs  of  the  caufes   may 
bring  in  and  report  the  fame  in  full  court,  to  have 
fentence  pronounced  upon  them.     By  thefe  means  That  might 
quicker  and  beteer  juftice  would  be  adminiftred,  not  ^'"^-^  ^''"'^ 
only  among  the  commonalty,  and  efpecially  the  ^^ff^J* 
merchants  \  but  likewife  among  all  other  the  ^^"^^  jujier  fen- 
eminent  inhabitants,   whether  fccular  or  ecclefiaflic,  tences. 
who  might  be  minded  to  promote  trcafon  or  fedi- 
tion,  would  be  deterred  by  fo  confiderable  a  court,  -^"^^  ^'S^' 
that  is  accountable  to  none  but  their  lawful  fove-  .     ;/  'ƒ 

.to  all  Je- 

reigns,  that  is,  the  affembly  of  the  (rates  of  Hoi,-  duious  and 
land  and  Wefi-Friejland^  and  would  carefully  watch  traiterous 
againft  liich  villanous  practices  as  abovementioned, /^c/'^''^- 
which  now,  impuititatis  fpe,  by  the  length  of  fuits, 
and  flow  juftice,  are  but  too  frequent. 

CHAP.     XXVI. 

T^hat  it  would  be  njery  advantageous  for  tfM 
riders  and  people  c/' Holland,  and  for  traj- 
fick  and  co7?j?nerce^  as  well  as  navigation^  tQ 
ereB  Dutch  colonies  in  foreign  countries, 

BUT  fuppofing  all  the  expedients  before-men- 
tioned, to  attraft  or  allure  foreigners  to  be- 
come inhabitants  oï  Holland^  were  praClifed,  and  j^  ^/^ 
thofe  inhabitants  made  to  fubfift  by  due  adminiftra-  countries 
tion  of  juftice,  yet  would  there  be  found  in  Hoi- ttwe  nvHl 
land  many  old  and  new  inhabitants,  who  for  want  ^^^'^^  ^^ 
of  eftate  and  credit,  live  very  uneafily,  and  ^^^^^-  „"[iiZ^'r 
fore  would  defire  to  remove  thence.     It  is  zy'xdt^t^  fed per- 
firft,  as  to  perfons  and  eftates,  that  the  inhabitants  A", 
here  are  not  only  expofe^  to  the  ordinary  misfor- 
tunes of  mankind,  of  not  forefeeing  future  events, 
weaknefs,  and  want  •,  but  befides,   they  make  very 
uncertain  profit  by  manuf;i6lures,  fifiiing,  trading, 
and  /hipping.     And  on  the  other  fide,  by  ficknefs, 

I  3  wars. 
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wars,  piracies,  rocks,  fands,  ftorms  and  bankrupts,, 
or  by  the  unfaithfulnefs  of  their  own  mailers  of 

"^^^'""rtati   ^'P'^'    ^'"'^y   "^^y  ^^^'^  ^^^^  greateft   part  of  their 
profit,  W'S^'-^.tes,  while  in  the  interim  they  continue  charged 
certain      wifh  the   natural    burdens   of  Holland^    as  great 
taxes  born  houfe-rcut,  impofts  and  taxes :  nor  have  they  any 
\*j;"'..  reformed  cloifters  to  provide  creditable  opportuni- 
'  '  ties  for  difcharging  themfelves  by  fuch  JofTes  of 
maintaining  their  children,   or   according  to  the; 
proverb,  to  *  turn  foldier  or  monk  -,  fo  that  by 
iuch  accidents  falling  into  extreme  poverty,  they 
cpnfequently  lofe  their  credit  and  refpeft  among 
men:   for  to  f  have  been  rich  is  a  double  poverty, 
and  nothing  is   ItMs  regarded  than  a  poor  man's 
wifdom  •,  in  fuch  cafes  he  would  Find  himfelf  in 
the  mofi  lamentable  condition  that  can  befal  a  man 
in  this  vvorid^. 
As  alfa  ly      And,  2dl}\  as  to  reputation :  it  is  well  known 
'^^°%*'"that  in   this  republiek,  the  government  confifts  of 
töï^r^-      '^'^'"y  -'^^'^  """^^  ^^*  proportion  to  the  number  of  in- 
%tef:t.        habitants,  and  that  the  faid  government  is  not  by 
law  annexed  or  reftrained  to  any  certain  family, 
but  is  open  to  all  the  inhabitants :  {o  that  they  who 
have  been  eight  or  ten  years  burghers,  may  be 
chofen  to  the  government  in  moft  cities,  and  have 
the  moft  eminent  employments  o\  fcbeepen  or  bur- 
gomafter.     Whence  we  may  infer,  that  many  that 
are  the    offspring  of  thofe  that  were  heretofore 
made  ufe  of  in  the  government,  and  alfo  many 
others,  who  by  reafon  of  their  antient  ftock,  and 
great  fkill  in  polity,  and  extraordinary  riches,  thro', 
natural  felf-love   and  ambition,    conceive  them- 
felves wronged,  v/hen  other  new  ones  of  lefs  fitnefs 
and  eftaté,  are  chofen  to  the  government  before 
them  •,  and  therefore  thinking  themfelves  underva- 
lued,   feek  a  change,  and  would  be  induced  to 

tranfpprc' 

*  Defperatio  facit  militem  oat  monachum. 
I  Divitem  fuifTe  duplex  paupertas. 
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tranfport  themfelves  to  other  countries,  where  their 
qualifications,    great  eftate  and  ambition,   might 
produce  very  good  effc<5ls.     Whereas  on  the  other 
lide,  whilft  they  continue  to  dwell  in  thefe  lands, 
they  fpeak  ill  of  the  government  and  rulers  in  par- 
ticulars.     And   if  by  this,  or  any  other  accident,  „^^]l_^g^, 
tumults  fhould  be  occafioned  againfl:  the  rulers  'y^tenteAin- 
particular,  or  the  government  itfelf,    they  being  habitants 
perfons  of  quality,  might  become  the  leaders  of  ^^?.^*  "'- 
the  feditious,  who  to  obtain  their  end,  and  to  have  '^^-^'^^J  ^.^ 
fuch  infurreftions  tend  to  their  advantage,  would  ^^  ^^^ 
not  refb  till  they  had  difplaced  and  turned  out  the  land, 
lawful  rulers,  and  put  themfelves  in  their  places, 
which  is  one  of  the  faddeft  calamities  that  can  be- 
fal  the  republiek,  or  cities:  feeing  *  rulers,  who 
became  fuch  by  mutiny,  are  always  the  caufe  of 
horrible  enormities  before  they  attain  the  govern- 
ment, and  muft  commit  many  cruelties  e'er  they 
can  fix  themfelves  on  the  bench  of  magiftracy. 

And  feeing  we  have  already  made  many  con- 
quefts  of  countries  in  India,  and  finding  how 
hardly  (and  that  with  great  charge  of  foldiers)  they 
muft  be  kept ;  and  that  the  politicians  of  old  have 
taught  us,  that  there  is  no  better  means,  efpecially 
for  a  ftate  which  depends  on  merchandize  and  na- 
vigation, to  preferve  foreign  conquefts,  than  by 
fettling  colonies  in  them  :  we  may  eafily  conclude 
that  the  flime  method  would  be  very  ufeful  and 
expedient  for  our  ftate. 

Thirdly,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  pooreft  peo-  Efpedaliy 
pie  of  all  the  countries  round  about  us,  come  to  ^^"^^'"^ 
dwell  in  Holland  in  hopeof  earning  their  living  ^y^^^^,""^^^ 
manufadury,  fifheries,  navigation,  and  other  trades ;  f^,,;;^  i„fo 
or  failing  that,  they  (hall  have  the  benefit  of  alms-  Holland 
houfes  and  hofpitals,  where  they  will  be  hi^iitx  ^vo-f'°l"  ^^^^ 
vided  for  than  in  their  own  country.     And  altho' ^ ■^'^^^"* 
in  this  manner  very  many  poor  people  have  been 
I  4  maintainMj 

t  Res  dqra,  &  regni  noyitas  me  t^li^  cogi^nt,  ^f ,  f^V|, 
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maintain*d,  yet  in  bad  times  it  could  not  laft  long  ; 

but  thence  might  eafily  arife  a  general  uproar,  with 

the  plunder,  and  lubverfion  of  the  whole  (late  ;  to 

5*0 /W 1U4- prevent  which,  and  other  tl  e  like  miichiefs,  and 

ought  to      to  give  difcontented  perfons  and  men  in   ilraics  an 

give  thole   ^        ^        jj^g  republicksof  ïy^'^j  Sidon,  C^riba^e. 

malecon-     ^  j7->c  ••  •  i- 

tents  and    Grccce   and  Rome^  &c.  in  antient  times,   having 
cver-taxed  fpecial   regard   to  the   true  interefl:  of  republicks, 
people,        which  were  perfedly  founded  on  traffick,  or  con- 
Jome-oent    ^^^i^^  Qf  lands,  did  not  neglect  to  ereft  many  co- 
oycoomes.   j^.^j^^  .  y^^  even  the  kings  oi  6'/)<^/;/,  Portugal,  2inó. 
England,  &c.  have   lately   very  profitably  erefted 
divers  colonies,  aiid  continue   fo  doing   in  remote 
and  uncultivated  countries  i  which  formerly  added 
an  incredible  ürengih  to  thole  antient  republicks, 
and  doftill  to  5/)^/«,   Portugal,  ^Lud  England,  &c. 
producing  befides  their  ftrength,  the  greateft  traf- 
ück  and  navigation.     So  that  it  is  a  wonderful  thing 
that  Holland   having  thefe  old  and   new  examples 
before  their  eyes  ;  and    befides  by  its  natural  great 
wants,  and  very  great  fums  of  money  given  yearly 
W'.-ereuiito  for  charity  to  poor  inhabitants,  and  being  yearly 
Hor.and     prefs'd  by  fo  many  broken  eftates,  and  want  of 
■^.'^.''^^'^'^'^^  greater  traffick  and  navigation,  hath  not  hitherto 
'^i^if'-ili       niade  any  free  colonies  for  the  inhabitants  of  Hol- 
land-,   t!^o'  we  by  our  Ihipping  have  difcovered 
and  navigated  many  fruitful  uninhabited,   and  un- 
manured  countries,  where,  if  colonies  were  ereóled, 
they  might  be  free,  and  yet  lubjedt  to  the  lords 
the  fhates  of  Holland,  as  all  the  open  countries,  and 
cities  that  have  no  votes  amongft  us  are  :  and  it 
might  caufe  an  incredible  great  and  certain  traffick 
and  navio-ation  with  the  inhabitants  of  Holland. 

It  is  well  worthy  obfervation,  that  thefe  colonies 
would  no  k-fs  ftrengthen  the  treafure  and  power  of 
the  Hates  in  peace  and  war,  than  they  do  thofe  of 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  England,  which  during  the 
manilold  inceitine  difTenfions   and   revolutions  of 

ftate 


Chap.  20.    ^^T^aW /ö  Holland.  121 

(late  have  always  adhered  to  their  antlent  native 
country  againil  their  enemies.     And  by  this  means 
alfo  many  ambitious  and  difcontented  inhabitants  of 
Holland  might  conveniently,  fubfpccie  honoris^  be  -^nd  yet 
gratified,  by  having  fome  authority  in  and  about  ^'•'''«^  _ 
the  government  of  the  faid  colonies.     But  fome  may  ^^rg\y^ 
objedl,  that  heretofore  the  rulers  oï  Holland  in  the  Eail«;;^ 
refpedive  grants  or  charters  given  to  the  Eafi  and  Weft-In- 
Weft-Indla  companies,  have  given  them  alone  the '^'.^  "'"i*'^" 
power  of  navigating  their  diftrids,  with  exclufion  ^^'^^^^^''i^^^^ 
of  all  other  inhabitants,  which  extend  fo  far,  that  them ; 
out  of  them  the  whole  world  hath  now  no  fruitful 
uninhabited  lands,  where  we  might  ere6l  new  co- 
lonies -,  and  that  thofe  diftrids  are  fo  far   fpread, 
becaufe  our  rulers  trufted  that  the  faid   companies 
could  and  would  propagate  and  advance  fuch  colo- 
nies :  tho'  fuppofmg  thofe  colonies  muft  indeed  in 
fpeculation   be  acknowledged  fingularly  profitable 
for  this  ftate,  yet  neverthelefs  thofe  refpective  di- 
ftrióls  and  limits,  bounds  of  the  faid  companies, 
were  purpofely  extended  fo  far  by  the  States  Gene- 
ral, and  efpecially  by  the  Srates  of  Holland^  efi'ec- 
tually  to  hinder  the  making  of  thofe  colonies,  fince 
our  nation  is  naturally  averfe  to  husbandry,    and 
utterly    unfit  to  plane  colonies,  and  ever  inclined 
to  merchandizing. 

To  which  1  anfwer,  that  it*s  likely  the  firft  grants 
or  charters,  both  of  the  Eaft  and  Wefl^  and  their  who  nei- 
copious  diftricfls,  were  probably  made  upon  ma-  ther  njoHl 
ture  deliberation  ;  but  that   the    rulers   perceiving  ^°^  '^", 
afterwards  how  very  few  countries  the  faid  compa-  ^^"^  ^  ^" 
nies  do  traffick  with,  and  what  a  vaft  many  coun-  countries    - 
tries  and  fea-poris  in  their  diflriifls  remain  without  under  their 
traffick  or  navigation,  they  cannot   be  excufed  oi'l'Jiriii. 
too  great  imprudence  in  that  they  have,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  continuance  of  fuch  diftrids  to  this 
day,  kept  their  common  trading  inhabitants  con- 
fifting  of  fo  great  numbers  from  thofe  uninhabited 
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countries  hy  our  companies:  fo  that   by  reafon  oi 
the  want  of  trafficking  countries,  or  new   colonies 
in  little  Europe^  and  its  confines,  the  Hollayiders  are 
neceffitated  to  o  verdoek  all  trade  and  navigation, 
and  to  fpoil  and  ruin  them  both,  to  the  great  pre- 
judice of  fuch  merchants  and  owners  of  fliips  on 
While  tie  whom  it  falls,  altho'  Holland  during  that  time  of 
Holland     thtrif  trades  being  overitock*d,  had  a  greater  com- 
f  ^^  /jr   ''"'^^^^»  ^'^'■^  deterred  the  traders  of  other  countries 
Kon-o^b    from  that  traffick  which  the  Hollanders    with  the 
eonfiyi'dm  firft  appearance  of  gain  do,  and  mufl:  nafTume,  if 
Europe,     they  will  continue  to  live    in  Holland ;  where   all 
&d  cry  out  manner  of  foreign  trade,  fince  the  erefbing  of  the 
iraffickiny   ^^^^  Companies,  was  neceffitated  to  be  driven,  not- 
eauiitries     withftanding  the  uncertainty  of  gain,  and  fear  of 
»r  colonies,  over-trading  our  felves. 

But  thofe  And  that  the  faid  companies  neither  have,  nor 
companies  do  endcavour  to  make  new  colonies  for  the  benefit 
indinenot  of  the  lands,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  hath  hi- 
't^''^^°rg  fjjg  therto  abundantly  appeared,  and  we  muft  not  lightly 
^>f<f?w jo/ believe  that  they  will  do  otherwife  for  the  future  j 
fhem  <:a«  which,  I  fuppofe,  vvill  alfo  appear,  if  we  confider, 
ihe-ehy  that  the  dirccfors,  from  whom  this  fhould  proceed, 
^^'^•^^'^^''"'are  advanc'd,  and  privately  fworn  to  promote  the 
'*''  '  benefit  of  the  fubfcribers  of  the  refpediive  compa- 

nies :  fo  that  if  the  colonies  fhould  not  tend  to  the 
benefit  of  the  fubfcribers  in  general,  we  cannot  ex - 
pe<5l"   the   companies  fhould   promote   them  •,  yea 
ibppoiing  fuch  colonies  fliould  tend  to  the  greatefb 
profit  of  the  faid  fubfcribers  in  general,  yet  fuch  is 
the  common  corruption  of  man,  that  thofe  planta- 
tions fhould  not  be  ereded  unlefs  fuch  diredlors  or 
governors   can    m.ake    their   own   advantage    by 
them. 
Kuryetthe      ^"^  feeing  all  new  colonies  in  unmanured  coun- 
fartici-      tries,  mufl  for  fome  years  together  have  neceffaries; 
/AVf//.        carried  to  them  'till  fuch  plantations  can  maintain 
themfelves  cut  of  their  own  produft,  begin  to  trade 
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and  go  to  fea,  and  then  there  is  fome  fmall  duty 
impofed  on  the  planters  and  their  traffick  or  navi- 
gation, whereby  the  undertakers  may  be  reim- 
burfed  :  yet  the  partners  having  expended  fo  much, 
are  not  alfured  that  their  grant  or  leafe  of  years 
(hall  be  prolonged  and  continued  to  them  on  the 
Tame  terms.  Moreover,  in  regard  of  thefe  new  co- 
lonies, the  direftors  ought  therefore  to  have  lels 
jfalary,  feeing  by  this  free  trade  of  the  planters  and 
inhabitants,  they  may  be  eafed  of  the  great  pains 
they  take  about  their  general  traffick  and  equipage 
of  fhips,  which  concerns  them  much  in  particu- 
lar, for  many  confiderable  reafons,  not  here  to  be 
imentioned. 

And  as  concerning  our  people  in  the  Eafl  and 
IFeJt,  they  being  hitherto  of  fo  loofe  a  life,  are  ^o 
wafteful,  expenfive,  and  lazy,  that  it  may  thence 
feem  to  be  concluded,  that  the  nation  of  Holland 
is  naturally  and  wholly  unfit  for  new  colonies  -,  yec 
I  dare  venture  to  iay  it  is  not  fo :  but  certain  it  is, 
that  the  diredtors  of  the  faid  companies,  their  ma- 
riners and    fojdiers,  and  likewife  their  other  fer- 
vants,are  hired  on  fuch  flrait-lac'd  and  fevere  terms, 
and  they  require  of  them  fuch   multitudes  of  oaths, 
importing  the  penalty  of  the  lofs  of  all  their  wages 
and  eftate,  that  very  few  inhabitants  of  Holland, 
unlefs  out  of  mere  neceffity,  or  fome  poor  ignorant 
flavifh- minded  and  debauched  foreigners,  will  offer 
ihemfelves  to  that  hard  fervitude.     It  is  alfo  true, 
that  all   fuch   as  are  in  the   Indies,  efpecially  the 
Eajl-Indies,  do  find,  that  not  only  while  they  ferve, 
but  after  they  have  ferved  their  time  for  which  they  ^'^^  'wo-jl. 
are  bound,  they  are  under  an  intolerable  compulfive-^'  ^•''^" 
llavery  ;  infomuch  that  none  can  thrive  there  but  ^^^^    -^/z 
their  great  officers,  who  being   placed  over  them,  to  the  /jard 
to  exa(5l  the  oaths  of  the  mercenaries  or  hirelings,/^^f'>'  <f 
and  to  put  in  execution  the  companies  commands,       ■^'^'^ 
and  being   without  contr^ul,  to  accufe  or  check  "ar!not% 
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them,  they  commonly  favour  one  another,  and  af- 
terwards coming  home  with  great  treafures,  are  in 
fear  that  they  will  be  feized  and  confifcated  by  the 
diredors.  He  that  will  be  further  convinced 
hereof,  let  him  but  read  the  following  placaet  or 
proclamation,  which  was,  and  is  yearly  to  be  pub- 
lished at  Batavia. 

BytJje       ^  I  ^HE  governor  general^  and  council  of  India, 
yearly  pla-    X     to  all  that  p^all  fee ^  hear^  or  read  thefe  pre- 
seat  puhli-  fcnts^  greeting.     Know  ye,  that   whereas  the  di- 
'^"^.^^^^:  re^lors   cf  the   general  Netherlandifh    Eaft-India 
^vrdergd     company  fettled  by  patent,  at  the  affemhly  of  f  even - 
teen,  for  divers  good  confiderations,  have  found  it 
iifeful  and  necefjary  that  the  orders  and  proclama- 
tions which  we  do  yearly  publifjj,  and  affix  to  the 
ufual  place  againft  the  time  of  the  fleet^s  return  to 
cur  native  country,  after  having  firfl  explained  the 
'points  therein   contained,  and  enlarged  others,  by 
fome  needful  additions  co7itraSied  all  into  one  pla- 
caet, and  fo  to  publifh  it  to  the  people,  to  the  end 
that  every  one,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  cornpany'^s 
fervice,  travelling  to  the  Netherlands,  may  thereby 
the  fo  oner  and  better  underfiand  by  what  rules  he  is 
to  govern  himfelf  before  he  leaves  this  country.    We 
therefore.,  in  purfuance  of  that  order,  having  con- 
traEied  all  the  forefaid  orders  and  piacaets  (after 
previous  elucidation  and  amplification,  as  aforefaid) 
into  one,   have  found  it  requifite,   now  afreflj  to 
ordain  and  appoint,  and  by  thefe  prefents  we  do 
ordain  and  appoint,  that  all  fuch  perfons  as  intend 
to  fail  to  the  Netherlands,  of  what  fiat  e ,  (quality 
"*  'I      or  condition   forcer  thev  be,  and  -purpofe  to  have 
on  the  com-  ^'0'  "^^^^^  0^  prctcnce  upon  the  jaid  company,  pro- 
fany  muji  cecding  from  what  caufe  or  thing  foevcr,  fJoall  be 
befrft  ad-  obliged  to  make  the  fame  known,  none  excepted,  or 
jujiedbytbe  Yefervcd,  before  their  departure  hence,  unto  us,  or 
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the  fame ^  they  may  take  fuch  order  about  it  asjhall 
be  found  jufi  and  reafonable^    upon  pain  that  all 
ihofe  that  Jhall  have  negle^ed  or  omitted  the  fame^ 
fhall  be  taken  and  held  to  have  had  no  aöiion  or 
pretence  at  all,  and  fhall  for  ever  be  and  remain 
void  and  of  none  effeii.     As  liketvife  none  arriving 
in  the  Netherlands  unto  the  feventeen  lords  or  their 
particular  chambers,  faall  be  heard  concerning  the 
fam^,  unlefs  they  fhcw  our  fpecial  a5i  of  reference^ 
which  fhall  be  granted  if  the  matter  be  found  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  is  not  proper  to  he  decided  and  de^ 
termined  in  this  country.     Likeivije  thofe  that  have 
any  defeat  or  error  in  their  accounts,  or  may  have 
loft  the  fame,  are  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  faid 
lords  commijfioners  ;  who  after  they  have  taken  cog- 
nizance thereof,  may  provide  therein  as  becometh. 
Likewife  all  fuch  conipany^s  fervants  or  freemen 
that  defire  to  receive  any  falary  here  as  due  to  them^ 
are  likewife  to  addrefs  to  the  lords  commijfioners^ 
and  declare  it  to  them,  that  fo  it  may  befignificd  to 
the  lords  our  principals,  that  we  may  defire  and 
receive  authority  for  payment  thereof. 

No  perfons  being  in  or  out  of  the  company's  fer-  77,^^  „pjp^ 
vice,  of  what  Jiate,  quality  or  condition  foever  he  may  hicy  cr 
be,  that  either  here  in  India,  or  on  their  voyagefi^^/^^ 
homewards,  buy,  or  fell  any  ace ou7its  proceeding  of  ^,      ^^y 
falaries,  or  monthly  wages,   either  for  himfelf  or  p^„y_ 
others,  or  as  a  pawn  or  pledge  of  friendfhip  or  debt, 
to  accept  or  engage,  and  make  it  over,  on  pain  that 
the  buyers  and  fellers,  transferrers  attd  transferrees, 
that  renounce  their  accounts,  fhall  both  of  them^ 
not  only  lofe  their  right  and  title  to  the  fame,  but 
alfo  the  buyers  and  transferrees  Jhall  be  fined  thrice 
as  much  as  the  ballance  of  the  account  fo  bought  or 
pawned  fhall  amount  imto. 

Likewife  no  perfon  in  or  out  of  the  company's 
fervice,  departing  out  of  India,  JJjall  either  for 
himfelf^   or  others^  take  with  him   any  filver  or 
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goldy  coined  or  uncoined,  into  his  native  country^ 
That  none  ^y.  ^^gp  jf-  j^y  j^j^^  ^  much  kfs  may  he  conceal  it,  by 
'"^yj^*'''y  delivering  it  to  feamen,  foldiers  or  others,  whether 
thence  an^  here  on  fldorc,  or  upon  the  voyage,  or  lend  it  out,  or 
money  to  -put  it  to  intereft,  upon  forfeiture  of  all  fuch  money 
^^  ^^'  to  the  benefit  of  the  company,  where,  and  with 
hutddi'ver  "^^omfotver  the  fame  fhall  he  found.  But  fuch  as 
it  to  the  have  ?noney  to  fpare,  may  di [charge  themfelves  of  it 
company  to  at  the  chamber  of  accounts,  that  in  conformity  to 
recei've  it  ^j^g  letter  of  articles,  they  may  receive  bills  of  ex- 
-J  ^'^'  .     change  for  the  fame.  * 
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Jlolland.        Every  one  is  therefore  hereby  forewarned,  that 
thofe  that  zvill  make  over  money  to  the  Netherlands, 
ivhether  he  remains  in  India,  or  travels  thither, 
fhall  beware  of  taking  other  ways  or  courfes,  than 
by  the  fatd  chamber  of  accounts,   to  the  end  they 
may  as  aforefaid  receive  it  by  exchange  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  by  means  or  ajfjiance  of  any  European  nation  : 
and  that  none  remit  money  over  to  England,  or  elfe- 
where,  either  dire£lly  or  indircBly,  on  what  pre- 
tence [oever,  under  the  penalty,  that  fuch  who  fhall 
he  found  doing  the  fame,  floall  bef.de s  the  lofs  of  his 
imployment  and  fervice,  and  lofs  of  the  fnlary  which 
then floall  be^ due,  viz.  if  he  remains  in  the  compa- 
ny's fervice,  he  fioall  further  forfeit  fuch  fum  as  Pal 
be  proved  he  paid,  or  pri'battly  made  over  to  anly 
other  European  nation. 
*ïhat  none       Moreover  it  pall  not  be  allowed  for  any  perfon, 
may  depart  being   in  the  company's  fervice,    to   depart    to  the 
thence,  un-  Netherlands,  unlefs  he  pall  have  at  the  Icnfl  twelve 
lefs  they    ƒ^//  month  s  f  alary  due  to  him.,  and  that  by  original 
/^"^f         account,  unlefs  he  [ball  hnv'  paid  the  contents  thereof 
months       ^'^  ready  money  into  the  chamber  óf  accconts  herci 
ivages  due  upon  exchange,  to  be  repaid  him  by  the  com.pciny  ifi 
to  them,     the  Netherlands. 

Thofe  that  purpofe  to  depart  to  the  Netherlands. 
Jhall  before  fuch  departure  [rom  hence,  fell  all  ib': 
moveable  and  immoveable  eflates,  as  houfes,  g^-' 
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dens,  lands  and  pedakkens,  none  excepted ;  "jubether  "^M'  ^^<* 
they  were  fold  publickly,  or  prwately  j  and  pay  the^^^^  °t^}sü 
proceed  thereof  into  the  chamber  of  accounts  afore-  ^j^i^  ij^, 
faid,  to  be  made  good  in  the  Netherlands  ;  upon  mG-ueabk 
pain  that  the  offender  fhall  immediately  forfeit  all  ^f^*"- 
bis  right  to  the  faid  goods  to  the  company's  nfe, 

Likewife  thofe  that  are  entrtified  with  the  admi' 
fiijiration  and  difpofal  of  any  immoveable  efiates, 
whereof  the  proprietors  are  departed  htnce,  faall  be 
bound  to  fell  the  faid  goods,  and  turn  them  into 
money  before  the  departure  of  the  next  returning 
fijips,  and  to  bring  the  proceed  thereof  into  the 
chamber  of  accounts,  to  receive  the  fame  by  exchange 
<is  aforefaid,  upon  pain  as  aforrfaid. 

The  people  that  are  free,  and  not  in  the  compa-  And  pixy 
nfs  fervice,  and  difpofed  to  return  to  the  Nether- >^^''^^ 
lands,  whether  fmgle,  or  with  their  families,  fhall^^'j^f^*^ 
before  their  departure  from  Batavia,  pay  for  their  l^f^^^ 
freight  and  tranfportation  money,  at  the  general  guilders, 
chamber  of  accounts  as   folloiueth,    viz.    For  all 
?nen  and  women,  being  twelve  years  of  age  and  up  ■ 
wards,   three  hundred  guilders;  and  thofe  t^f^der  ^^^^  ].^^  ^ 
that  age,  one  hundred  and  fifty  guilders  :  and  be-  great  ca- 
fides  for  their  diet,  for  men  that  are  accomodated  bin,  30 
in  the  great  cabin,  thirty  fiivers  -,    thofe  in  the-^^^.''^'^^^  P^ 
round  houfe,  eighteen  (livers  ;  and  thofe  before  the  „ 
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niajt,  nine  Jtivers  per  diem.     The  women  that  are  ^^^  rouud- 
above  twelve  years  of  age,  and  eat  in  the  cabin,  houfe  \% 
twenty  ft ivers  \  iu  the  round-houfe,  twelve  fiivers  %p-i)ers, 
and  before  the  mafl,  ninejlivers  per  diem  ;  fo  that  ^^d  before 
no  perfon,  whether  man  or  woman,   being  either    ^^'"y*^* 
above  or  under  twelve  years  of  age,  children  in- 
eluded,  fhall  pay  any  lefs  than  nine  fiivers  a  day. 
The  faid  payments  fliall  be  made  for  the  time  of  fix 
•months,   and  accordingly  they  fhall  have   receipts . 
thereof.     But  yet  under  this  condition  and  promife, 
that  if  any  fuch  perfon  fijould  happen  to  die  in  the 
voyage^   there  floall  be  refiored  at  the  Eaft-India 
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chamler  in  the  Netherlands,  wheretinto  that  Jhip 
goes  configned^  to  the  right  heir  or  executor^  dec. 
of  the  deceafed,  fo  much  of  that  fum  as  pall  be  in 
proportion  to  the  money  paid,  to  be  accounted  from 
their  departure  hence  to  their  death. 

And  feeing  that   notivithjtanding  our  repeated 
prohibition,  not  only  the  faid  free  people,  but  e'ven 
the  companfs  fervants,  ivith  their  iJüives,  zuidows, 
and  others  that  are  of  their  family,  do  carry  over 
*rhat  none  ^^^^^  houfloold-jluff,  and  other  bulky  goods  for  their 
off  any       own  provifion  and  other  nfes,  in  the  company* s  floips, 
tnerchan-   and  do  thereby  greatly  pefier  them.     All  fuch  goods 
dlze ;  but  tj^gygjoye  that  are  no  merchandize  (feeing  they  ought 
for  freight  ^^  ^^^  ^^^j^  ^^  ^^  carried  with  them,  and  that  they 
hoitjhold-    ought  to  be  feized  by  the  company  for  their  ufe  with- 
fiuffy  muji  out  any  favour  f  hewn,  whether  they  be  found  out  in 
fay  2000  fjjg  road,  or  on  the  voyage,  or  difcovered  in  the 
gutlders     Netherlands  j/j-j//  be  declared  and  mentioned  by  in- 
'     ventory  before  their  departure,  and  going  on  board  ; 
that  after  they  have  been  vifited  and  valued  by  our 
commiffioners  thereunto  appointed,  they  may  pay  for 
freight  at  the  rate  of  two  thoufand  guilders  for 
each  laft,    being   ejlimaied   or   rated   by   bulk   or 
weight  ',    which-  accordingly  is  to  be  paid  at  the 
chamber  of  accounts.     Which  inventory  being  figncd 
by  our  commiffioners,    with   the  receipt  of  having 
paid  the  freight,  and  being  fh ewe d  to  the  lords  our 
principals  in  the  Netherlands,  fuch  goods  being  no 
merchandize  as  abovefaid,  foall  be  delivered  unto 
him  ;  but  upon  pain  that  all  fuch  goods  not  menti- 
oned in  the  inventory  f  o  taken  with  him,  faall  be, 
and  remain  confifcate  to  the  faid  company^ s  ufe.     All 
this  being  intended  and  fpoken  of  the  company's  fer- 
vants for  f  o  much  as  pertains  to  the  merchandize  of 
fuch  exceeding  three  months  wages,  which  they  are 
allowed  to  carry  with  them  by  the  letter  of  articles 
which  they  carry  along  with  them. 

And 
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yHfid  for  as  much  as  it  hath  ever  heen  prohibited  None  may 
to  carry  hence  into  the  ^Netherlands  any  black  na-  ''^"'y  ^^y 
live  Indians,  whether  free  or  bond^  men  and  wo-  ^"^/^""^ 
men^  as  the  lords  fïates  general  have  likewife  by  them. 
their  proclamation  prohibited  to  bring  the  fame 
into  their  dominions  :  wc  have  hereby  cnce  again 
thought  fit  to  interdi^,  and  prohibit  all  perfons  to 
tranfport  any  fuch  native  blacks^  whether  men  or 
women^  from  this  place^  or  to  conceal  them  on 
board  fhips^  and  that  (for  as  much  as  it  may 
concern  the  fervants  of  the  company)  upon  forfeiture 
of  all  the  wages  which  fh all  be  due  to  them  on  their 
voyage  homeward  \  and  for  fre2  people^  upon  pain 
of  forfeiting  one  thoufand  guilders  :  and  this^  over 
and  above  the  tranfport  at  ion  and  diet-money  of  fuch 
blacks  for  the  fum  before-mentioned-,  which  at  their 
arrival  in  the  Netherlands  fhall  by  the  mafisr  of 
fuch  natives  be  made  good  to  the  company  in  the 
faid  Netherlands  ;  with  condition  alfo,  that  befidds 
the  former  fums^  the  faid  blacks  bein^  willing  to 
return  to  the  Indies,  Jhall  pay  in  the  Netherlands 
the  like  fum  for  tranfportation  and  diet -money,  as 
before  is  fpecified.  Provided  neverthelefs,  that  in 
cafe  any  one  for  good  reafons  fmuld  dejire  to  take 
with  them  a  black  nurfe  for  his  child  or  children^ 
and  it  being  granted,  fuch  perfon  fhall  be  bound  to 
pay  into  the  chamber  of  accounts  her  diet-money  at 
30  fivers  per  diem  for  the  time  of  fix  months^  al- 
lowing her  for  the  fame  to  have  her  paffage  back 
again  gratis  out  of  the  Netherlands. 

And  to  the  end  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance 
of  any  the  premifes  herein  mentioned,  we  have 
puhlifhed  this  our  ordinance  after  the  ringing  of  the 
bell  at  the  publiek  and  ufual  place.  We  therefore 
charge  and  command  the  advocate  fife nl  of  India, 
the  bailiff  of  this  city,  and  all  other  officers  of  juf- 
tice,  to  take  care  firitlly  to  obferve  the  fam;,  and 
to  proceed  againji  all  offenders  and  tranfgreffors 

K  without 
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without  favoiiYy  connivance^  dijfimulaticn  or  for- 
bearance-,  for  we  have  found  the  fame  to  tend  to 
the  fervice  cf  the  faid  company.  Given  at  ths 
caflle  of  Batavia  upon  the  ifland  of  Java  Major, 

the &c. 

By  this  So  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  fo  few  good,  and 

account  no  fo  many  ignorant,  lazy,  prodigal  and  vicious  peo- 
'^canTe  P^^  ^^^  lefvice  of  the  Eafi- India  company.  But 
jnade  ^'^  is  doubly  to  be  admired  that  any  intelligent,  fru- 
thcre.  gal,  diligent  and  virtuous  people,  efpecially  Hol- 
landers^ unlefs  driven  by  extreme  neceffity,  fhould 
give  up  themfelves  to  that  flavifh  fervitude. 
The  Hoi-  All  which  being  true,  let  none  think  it  ftrange, 
landers  that  the  fcum  0Ï  Holland  and  of  moft  other  nations, 
are  natu-  having  by  their  fervice  become  freemen  there,  and 
«fy'^7^  yet  not  permitted  to  drive  any  trade  by  fea,  or 

nedandfitJ  •  ,      r      ^  1  ^    c  j    l 

io  erea  With  foreign  people,  are  very  untit,  and  have  no 
nenxj  colo-  Inclination  at  all  to  thofe  forced  colonies,  and  do 
nies.  always  third  after  their  own  fweet  and  free  native 
countries  qï Holland:  whereas  notwithftanding  on 
the  contrary,  the  ingenious,  frugal,  induftrious 
Hollanders^  by  thofe  virtues  which  are  almoll 
peculiar  to  them,  are  more  fit  than  any  nation  in 
the  world  to  eredt  colonies  and  to  live  on  them, 
when  they  have  the  liberty  given  them  to  manure 
them  for  their  own  livelihoods.  And  thofe  that 
doubt  hereof,  let  them  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  the 
Hollanders^  before  and  fince  thefe  two  licenfed 
companies,  even  under  foreign  princes,  have  made 
very  many  new  colonies,  namely  in  Lyfland^ 
Prujfia^  Brandenburgh^  Pomerania^  Denmark^ 
Slefwick,  France,  England,  F.a?iders,  Sic.  And 
moreover,  have  not  only  manured  urfruitful  un- 
planted  lands,  but  alfo  undertaken  the  chargeable 
and  hazardous  tails,  of  draining  of  fenlands.  And 
it  is  obfervable,  that  in  all  the  faid  places,  their 
buttcT,  cheefe,  fruits  and  product  of  the  earth,  are 
more  defired,  and  efteemed  than  thofe  of  their 

nei^ihbours. 
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neighbours.  And  if  we  farther  obferve,  that  no  Titterthan 
countries  in  the  world,  whether  the  land  be  for  ^^y  nation 
breeding  or  feeding,  are  fo  well  ordered  as  thofe  ^^^/^ 
of  our  plain  lands  in  Holland ;  and  that  no  other 
boors  or  hufbandmen  do  travel  fo  many  countries 
as  ours  do  ;  we  fhall  be  convinced,  that  no  nation 
under  heaven  is  fo  fit  for  fetting  up  new  colonies, 
and  manuring  of  ground  as  our  people  are.  And 
if  in  our  nation  there  is  alfo  to  be  found  (which 
however  is  unjuftly  and  unwifely  denied  by  the 
oppofers  of  thefe  new  Holland  colonies)  a  very  great 
aptnefs  and  inclination  to  merchandifing  and  navi- 
gation, then  we  may  in  all  refpeóts  believe,  that 
we  under  our  own  free  government  might  eredt 
very  excellent  colonies,  when  it  fhall  pleafe  the 
ftate  to  begin  and  encourage  the  fame  on  good 
foundations,  and  to  indulge  them  for  a  fhort  time 
with  their  favour  and  defence.  Having  fpoken 
thus  far  of  the  true  political  maxims  to  be  obferved 
concerning  the  inhabitants,  I  fhall  here  conclude 
the  firfl:  part  of  my  treatife. 
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Ithe  True  Interest,  and 
Political  Maxims  of 
the  Republiek  of  Holland 
and  Weft-Frieflaod. 

PART     II. 

Of  the  htterejl  of  Holland,   iii  rela- 
tion to  foreig7i  Princes  and  States» 

CHAP.     I. 

T^hat  an  open  and  free  navigation  ought  care- 
fully to  be  kept  and  defended^    againji  all 
pirates  and  enemies.     How  this  ?nay  be  put 
in  praBice  ;  and  after  "what  manner  hereto- 
fore it  has  been  done  or  o?nitted. 

'AVING  in  the  firfl  part  of  this  treatife 
feriouüy  confidered  and  reprefcnted  the 
true  intereft  and  maxims  of  the  republiek 
of  Holland  and  Weji-Friejland,  relating  to  their 
affairs"  at  home,  I  fhall  now  enquire  how  the  wel- 
fare of  their  inhabitants  may  be  fecur'd  with  refe- 
rence to  foreign  powers.  And  tho'  very  many 
particulars  do  here  again  prefent  themfelves  to  my 
thoughts,  which  are  of  weight,  and  deferve  men- 
tion ;  yet  I  fhall  lay  down  but  few,  and  thofe  the 
moft  important. 

And  whereas  in  the   preceding   book   I  have 
fhewn,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  things  necelliuy 

to 
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to  our  manufafturers,  fifhers  and  traders,  are  im-  Moft  mer- 
porced  from  foreign  parts,  either  upon  carts,  and  ^^^''^^^^ 
rivers,  or  elfe  by  fea  in  fhips  let  out  to  freis:hr,  and  f^'fl^'r 
that  they  mult  again  tranlporc  molt  or  them,  ma-  exported 
nufaótur'd  or  unmanufaétur'd,  by  the  fame  meansy)ö/«  Hol- 
beyond  the  feas :    it  neceflfarily  follows,  that  the '''^"'^ '^Z^"" 
highways,  rivers,  and  feas,   muü-  by  all  means  be  ^.^^j"  . 
kept  free  and  open,  for  the  conftant  ufe  and  con- 
veniency  of  the  inhabitants.    Yet  becaufe  the  high- 
ways and  rivers  in  this  refpeft  are  of  lead  concern- 
ment, and  (o  much  in  the  power  of  other  princes, 
that  the  fecuring  and  clearing  the  fame  cannot  be 
expeóled  from  the  governors  of  Holland^  I  fhall 
therefore  fay  nothing  more  of  them.     But  feeing 
the  feas  are  of  fo  great  importance  to  this  end,  that 
the  council  of  Hate  in  their  requ^ft  for  a  fupply  in 
the  year  1643,  did  reprefent,  that  the  whole  (late  Aitzma'j 
of  the  United  Provinces  depends  on  the  guarding  ^'J^-  ^' 
and  clearing  of  the  feas ;  that  other  things  without  ^^^' 
this,  would  be  but  as  a  body  without  a  foul,  and 
a  land  without  inhabitants,  i^c.  And  that  the  Hol- 
landers alone  do  navigate  the  feas  more,  and  have 
more  to  lofe  on  them,  than  all  their  allies  and 
other  people  of  Europe  put  together.     And  more- 
over,  feeing  the  feas  are  fo  common  fo-  all  men  B^ntiVo- 
to  navigitj,  that  they  are  always  infefted  by  pi-  Sj""  '"^^^^' 
rates  and  enemies,  and  may  be  and  are  aifo  cleared  ^'  '  ''^^P* 
by  our  governor?,  and  free  paffige  given  for  fhips 
and  fifhers,  and  fo  kept  and  maintained  •,   I  pur- 
pofe   therefore  to  treat  largely  and  clofely  of  this 
matter.  And  om- 

'Tis  well  known  that  our  filliers  of  haddock, y^^'-f  ^''^- 
do^g^rs,    failers  of  buffes,    and    Greenland  men ,  "^"-f '^^''^' 
nihing  at  certam  times  and  places,  do  always  meet /z,/^^  ^/^^^ 
with   fearobbers,  and  enemies  fhips  of  v/ar  i  ^nd/a^/  nort/j- 
th  It  they,  and   the  Northern  and   Eajiland  ihips,  ^«A'-^ 
yea,  and  our  filt  and  wine-Oiips,  bringing  bulky,  ««ƒ '^f/- 
cheap,  and  low-priz'd  goods,  are  not  able  to  bear  '^'„ilp^ófno 
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the  expence  of  well  manning  and  arnning  their 

(hips  to  repel  fuch  robbers  and  enemies.     And 

tho'  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  our  Spanijh^  Italian^ 

and  Levant  fhips,  are  often  freighted   with  fuch 

rich  and  profitable  goods,  that  they  may  well  be 

fo   mann'd   and  arm'd   as   to  defend    themfelves 

againfl  the  fmaller  fort  of  pirates  •,  yet  the  riches 

which  they  carry,  invite  whole  fleets  of  fuch  men 

of  war  to  lie  in  wait  for  fuch  fhips ;  and  this  falls 

out  the  rather,  and  will  always  fo  happen,  becaufe 

the  baflas  of  Tripoli^  Tunis,  and  Algcer^  muft  pay 

ewrinfeji-  the  Turkifh  janifaries  under  them  out  of  their  own 

ing  the      purfes ;  or  if  they  failed,  would  certainly  be  ftran- 

Mouth      ^^'^  ^y  ^^^  mutinous  foldiery.     So  that  to  procure 

and  Medi-  that  necejOTary  pay,  they  always  colled  by  force  of 

terranean;  arms,  the  fifth  part  of  the  growth  of  the  country, 

and  permit  them  to  go  to  fea  as  free-booters,  with 

condition  to  allow  them  the  moiety  of  all  the  fhips, 

and  the  eighth  part  of  all  the  goods  they  take  in 

the  fame. 

This  being  certain,  it  follows  naturally,  that  the 
t^orth  Belt,  and  North  fc'a,  as  alfo  the  channel 
being  continually  fiflied  and  navigated  by  vaft 
numbers  of  our  unarm'd  and  undefenfible  fiiips, 
ought  of  neceflity  to  be  wiiolly  freed  from  fuch 
robbers  and  enemies  by  our  governors.  And  be- 
caufe the  great  Spanifl?  and  Mediterranean  feas  are 
likewife  navigated  by  few  rich  fhips  of  force,  it  is 
by  all  means  advifible  to  convoy  our  faid  merchant 
ihips  with  fhips  of  war  to  defend  them  from  thofe 
*TurkiJIj  pirates  •,  but  it  would  by  no  means  be  con- 
venient to  free  the  Mediterranean  of  them,  for  we 
fhouki  thereby  reap  no  more  profit  thin  the  Eaft- 
landers,  Englijh,  Spaniflj,  and  Italians  do,  who 
by  that  means,  and  other  advantages,  might  eafily 
deprive  us  of  our  trafSck  and  freight  fhips,  and. 
pofTibly  drive  us  out  of  our  whole  navigation  ;  be- 
caufe the  greateft  Eajlern  trafHck  depends  on  the 

con- 


Therefore 
ewe  mujl 
necejpzrily 
fcour  the 
north  fea 
from  pi- 
rates. 


Chap.  I.     the  Seas  from  Pirates.  135 

confumption  of  the  Eajlern  commodities  in   th^t -^nd  keep 

IVejiern  parts  :  rJi  which  nations  neverthelefs  thro"'-'^  Medi- 
L        y  /L-  J  ^£cir    terranean 

want  ot  ordinary  convoy  mips,  do  not  traffick  ^o  ^lear  h>/ 

much  in  thofs  parts  as  we  do,  and  would  trade  lefs  con-vc/u 
if  it  were  ordered  that  none  of  the  captains  of  our 
convoy  fhips  fhould  talce  money  to  proted;  and  de- 
fend any  foreign  merchant-fhips  under  their  con- 
voy, or  fufFer  them  to  fiil  in  their  company  :  fb 
that  if  we  fhould  leave  this  thorn  of  the  Turki/h 
pirates  in  their  fides,  they  will  be  fufficiently  di- 
ftrefs'd  both  in  that  and  all  their  other  trade,  whilft 
we  by  thofe  ordinary  convoy  fhips  of  war,  may 
wholly  engrofs  all  the  European  traffick  and  navi- 
gation to  Holland. 

Having  thus  reprefented  how  neceflary  it  is  to 
keep  the  feas  open  and  free  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Holland^  and  endeavouring  now  to  find  out  the 
means  whereby  it  may  certainly  be  effeóled,  this 
infallible    political     maxim    offers    itfelf   to   my 
thoughts,  viz.  When  men  would  procure  or  hinder  ^-^"^-^ 
the  doing  of  a  thing,  the   matter  muft   be   ^^or-^^  ,^^" 
dered,  that  fuch  people  who  are  fo  refolved,  may  „^(^  ^s  the 
have  fufficient  authority,  power,  and  ftiTngth  to  rulers  em- 
effe6l  or  obflruft  the  fame.     Whence  it  unanfvver-  Ph]^  ^''^ 
ably  follows,  that  feeing  our  inhabitants,  who  live  ^"^'^"^    '^ 
by  manufadures,  fiflieries,  traffick,  and  fiiipping 
Jet  to  freight,  and  which  are  or  may  be  taken  at 
fea   by  enemies,  are  certainly  willing  to  defend 
themfslves  from  fuch  loflcs,  they  ought  theretore 
to  have  fuch  authority  and  (trength  as  may  enable 
them  to  clear  the  faid  leas.     But  becaufe  every  one 
knows,  that  fuch  abftradtcd  fpeculations,  and  ge- 
neral reafonings  in  well-grounded  political  govern- 
ments,  neither  may  nor  can  be  prachfed,  let  the 
reader  therefore   pleafe  to  take  notice,  that  I  ufe 
this  infallible  political  maxim,  only  to  build  a  fe- 
cond  upon  it,  namely,  that  fuch  cities  and  coun- 
tries v/hofe  rulers  ought  to  be  prefumed  to  be  lefs 
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or  more  inclined  to  clear  the  feas,  ought  alfo  to 
-have  more  or  lefs  authority  aivJ  power  in  the  po- 
lity, treafure,  juftice,  and  militia  relating  to  the 
i'eas.  And  feeing  kings,  princes,  courtiers,  and 
Ibldiers  are  frequently  gainers,  but  never  lofers  by 
goods  pirated  at  fea,  and  reap  the  lead  advantages 
by  an  open  and  free  navigation  :  and  on  the  con- 
trary, moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  free  republiek 
of  Holland^  whether  rukrs  or  fubjeóts,  may  fuffer 
great  loffes  by  robberies  at  fea,  and  fubfift  by  the 
flourifhing  of  manufadures,  fiiheries,  trade,  and 
freight  fhips ;  we  may  well  conclude,  that  fuch 
governors  muft  be  prefumed  to  be  well  inclined  to 
keep  the  feas  clear,  and  confequently  ought  to  be 
entrufted  with  all  that  power  and  authority  which 
is  neceflliry  to  effed:  it,  either  by  themfelves  or 
their  commiflloners. 

And  tho*  in  purfuance  of  this  pofition  it  feems 
requifite  to  fhew  in  what  manner  this  ought  to  be 
done  in  every  city  of  Holland^  and  jointly  in  a 
way  fuited  to  the  ftates  affembly  ;  I  fhall  neverthe- 
lefs  (partly  becaufe  it  requires  more  knowledge  than 
I  am  matter  of,  and  partly  becaufe  I  would  avoid 
the  great  labour  and  odium  which  might  enfue). 
only  touch  on  the  feveral  ways  by  which  men  for- 
merly endeavoured  in  Holland  to  clear  the  feas,  and 
whether  the  inhabitants,  by  building  on  the  faid 
foundations,  or  by  departing  from  them,  have 
gained  more  or  lefs. 
firmed,  not  Whereas  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  1300,  the 
only  by  rea- c\l\i^s  oï  Holland  wcre  fcw  and  fmall,  the  govern- 
fon,  but  by  njej^f^  ^j^d  confequently  the  clearing  of  the  feas, 
'ence*-  for  depending  chiefly  on  the  earl  and  gentry,  who 
before  w^e  little  concern'd  in  things  of  this  nature,  and  if 
1300,  our  they  had  attempted  it,  muft  have  done  it  at  their 
earls  and  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  charges,  we  find  little  thereof  in 
gTeSdTa-  ^^^'^^  antient  records  j  and  therefore  may  fifely 
wi^atiofi.  believe. 
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believe,  that  the  Hollanders  at  that  time  never  un- 
dertook the  guarding  or  clearing  of  the  feas. 

But  the   cities   of  Holland  foon  after,  by  the  But  after 
removal  of  the  Flemi^o  and  Braband  manufafiures,  t^je  cities 
increafing  daily  both  in  greatnefs  and  number,  and  '^'^^^con- 
the  inhabitants  by  that  means  growing  to  be  much  "f^fhe7 
concerned  in  the  freeufe  of  the  fea,  and  perceiving  took  it  to 
that  the  earl  and  gentry  negleóled  to  def;:nd  or  heart,  un- 
proted  them  from  piracy,  they  agreed  with  duke  ^^''  ^^^ 
Albert  of  Bavaria,  as  ftadtholder  for  William  earl  '^^f'Ji! 
of  Holland,  for  leave  to  fcour  the  feas  themfelves,  cd.) 
and  to  lay  that  charge  on  the  country.     And  in  the 
year  1408,  when  the  feas  were  infefted  by  certain 
Eaji-Friejland  pirates,    thofe  o^  Amflcrdam,    and  ^^•.  ^°^^* 
fome  of  the  cities  of  North-Holland,  with  the  af-  "^':u.f"* 

'  llaituUSy 

fiftance  of  the  Lubeckers,  Hamburgers,  and  Cam-\\h.  15, 
feners,  fupprefled  thofe  robbers.  p-ig.  126. 

Soon  after  this  the  Hollanders  being  greatly  an- 
noyed by  the  FlemiJJj  rovers,   complained  to  count 
William  ;  yet  we  read  not  that  he  did  any  thing 
to  prevent  it,  but  fent  them  away  with  this  anfwer, 
Go  you  to  fea  too,  and  let  ethers  complain  of  you.  The  old 
The  Hollanders  accordingly  went  to  lea,  and  did  '^-''-^tten 
more  hurt  to  the  Flemings  than  they  had  fufFered  by  ^^^'°"''^^^- 
them  ;   whereupon  thefe  fca-robberies  foon  ceafed. 
We  read   a!fo  that  about  thirty  years  after,  in  the 
time  of  Philip  of  Burgundy,  earl  of  Holland,  the  Philip  of 
Hollanders  loft  to  the  value  of  fifty  thoufind  guil-  ^'^''g""- 
ders  by   the  Eafterlings  upon  the  feas,  and  could    ^' 
obtain   no    fatisfaction  or   compenduion  ;    which 
caufed  the  cicies  of  Dort,    Haerlem,    Amjierdam,^- ^,-}^ 
Gouda,    Roller  dam.     Home,    Enchiiyfen,    Middle-    .^"'^'^  , 
burgh.   Veer,  Flujloing,  and  Arinutden,   to  fet  out  des  Pais 
many  fliips  to  fea  ;  with  which  having  beaten  the  Ba3. 
Eafterlingi  twice,    and   taken  great  riches,    they 
obtained  of  them  in  the  year  1441,  a  very  advan- 
tageous peace,    and    alfo  of  their  allies  the  Spa- 
niards, Venetians,  and  Fruffiam ;   the  other  Ne- 
ther land 
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therland  provinces,  who  were  alfo  under  the  fub- 
jeólion  of  Philip  of  Burgundy^  not  concerning 
themfelves  in  thefe  matters.  And  it  is  o.\(o  true, 
that  the  Hollanders  and  Zealanders  in  the  year  1 464, 
Phil,  de  endeavoured  without  Philips  content,  to  furprize 
Comines.  the  famous  pirate  Rubempre^  who  infefted  their 
coaft  with  his  robberies.  And  it  is  obfervable  that 
no  convoy-money  was  in  thofe  times  ever  required 
of  the  merchant  for  clearing  the  feas,  but  the  ex- 
pence  was  borne  by  the  country,  or  by  the  earls 
themfelves,  and  was  conftantly  dedudlcd  from  the 
fubfidies  granted  to  him  •,  nor  were  there  any  other 
except  the  ordinary  judges  to  determine  of  matters 
concerning  prizes  and  goods  taken. 

All  which,  except  the  lad,  remained  conftantly 
in  ufe  in  the  times  of  the  earls,  who  were  of  the 
houfe  Q^ Aujlria  -,  for  the  Eajiern  cities  in  the  year 
J  F  ^e      1510,  making  war  againft  the  king  of  Denmark^ 
petit  cro-  prohibited  the  Hollanders^  Zealanders,  and  Frief- 
'^"*^'       landers^  to  trade  in  thofe  countries ;  who  not  com- 
plying, and  the  Eajilanders  thereupon  taking  eight 
Holland  fiiips,  the  province  of  Holland  alone  fell 
into  an  open  war  with  them  ;  which  the  other  Ne- 
iherland  provinces  took  fo  little  notice  of,  that  the 
Eafterlings  having  at  feveral  times  during  the  war 
taken  fifty  Holland  fliips,  went  to  fell  fome  of  their 
prizes  even  in  Zealand2iX\(\  Flanders.    And  tho'they 
were  fued  there  by  the  owners,  and  the  goods  re- 
ftored  by  the  admiralties  as  unlawful  prizes,  yet  'tis 
evident  that  this  was  obtained  rather  on  the  account 
of  favour  than  juftice. 
T.'7ip,  The  emperor   Charles  V.    in   the    year    1531, 

t._harles     having  recommended  queen  Mary  of  Hungary  his 
Jib  21" D  fi'^'^'*  '^o  f^^  government  of  the  Netherlands,  and 
■j'         '  chofen  a  good  council  of  ftate  for  her,  caufed  thefe 
words  to  be  inferted  in  their  inftruétions:    "That 
*'  they  fhould  continue  to  the  cities  their  former  cu- 
*'  ftoms,  that  in  time  of  need,  and  when  matters 

"  can 
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*•  can  fuffer  no  delay,  they  may  fet  out  fhips  of 
•'  war  at  the  charge  of  the  country,  that  fo  they 
*'  may  refift  all  pirates  and  fuch  like  enemies  of  the 
*'  commonwealth,  and  take  and  make  prize  of 
•*  them,  provided  that  the  punifhment  be  left  to 
"  the  judgment  of  the  admiralty."  Whereupon,  in 
the  year  1532,  it  happened,  that  the  Hollanders^ 
by  order  of  the  faid  emperor,  as  earl  of  Holland, 
put  certain  fhips  into  the  hands  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Chrijiiernus  of  Denmark,  in  order  to  recover  J.  F.  le 
his  kingdom,  from  which  he  had  been  expelled.  P^tit  ihid. 
Upon  this  the  Eajlcrlings  forbidding  all  Holland 
fhips  to  pafs  the  Sound,  caufed  great  poverty  in 
Amjierddm,  and  the  northern  quarter,  without  re- 
drefs  from  the  emperor,  or  any  other  province,  till 
the  Luheckers,  in  the  following  year,  taking  a  fliip 
OÏ  Edam  upon  the  coaft  of  Zealand,  the  Amjterdam- 
mers,  to  whom  the  lading  belonged,  complained 
at  the  court  oï  Brujfels,  and  obtained  a  general  fei- 
zure  of  all  thefliips  and  goods  belonging  to  the  Lu- 
beckers  and  Hambur^hers,  that  v/ere  to  be  found  in 
the  Netherlands.  For  feeing,  notvvithflanding  the 
wars  with  Holland,  they  continually  kept  their 
traffick  going  in  Brabant  and  Flanders,  they  by 
this  feizure  futtered  fo  grjat  a  lofs,  that  immediately 
peace  was  clapped  up,  yet  with  this  condiLion,  that 
the  Hollanders  fhould  not  affifl:  king  Chrijiiernus, 
nor  during  the  war  ufe  his  havens  oï  Norway. 

By  all  this  we  may  eafily  perceive  how  flenderly 
the  free  navigation  was  then  defended  or  fecured  ; 
and  things  will  never  be  better  in  Holland  whilft 
courtiers  have  any  command  there.  On  the  other 
fide,  we  may  alio  fee  what  fingular  care  the  ftates 
OÏ  Holland  took  on  th-"  26th  of  Augtijl  1547,  ^'""-^ 
would  always  take  for  a  free  navigiuion  whenfoever 
that  matter  fhould  be  intrufted  to  them  -,  for  tho' 
their  condition  was  then  low,  and  the  times  peace- 
able, yet  they  fitted  out  eight  Ihips  of  v^^ar  for  the 
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defence  of  our  herring  fifhery,  and  for  their  pay- 
ment eftablifhed  that  tax  which  is  called  the  great 
impofi.  And  even  in  the  time  of  that  tyrant  king 
Philip  II.  it  is  evident  by  the  advice  of  the  provin- 
cial court  to  thofe  of  the  fecret  council,  relating  to 
the  admin^lty,  "  That  purfuant  to  the  privileges, 
"  judgments,  and  antient  cuftoms,  the  ft:idtholders 
*'  of  Holland  ufed  to  take  cognizance  of  all  matteri 
"  pertaining  to  the  admiralty,  and  are  fubjeól  to 
*'  no  other  admiral ;  and  that  the  placaet  tranfmit- 
"  ted  by  Adolph  of  Burgundy  ought  not  to  take 
"  place,  till  the  ftadtholders  and  ftates  of  Holland 
•'  were  tirft  heard  concerning  it ;  and  that  all  the 
"  power  given  by  the  fame  placaet  ought  to  be  at- 
*'  tributed  to  the  lladtholder  ;  and  that  count  Horn 
"  being  appointed  admiral-general  of  the  Nether- 
"  lands  by  the  king  oï  Spain^  anfwered  thereupon 
"  in  the  year  1562.  That  he  defired  nrft  to  fee 
"  the  forenamed  privileges,  and  then  would  give 
"  his  further  anfwer  thereunto." 

But  durins;  the  troubles  v/hich  foon  after  follow- 
ed,  this  affair  took  quite  another  courfe.  For  count 
Horn  the  admiral  general  being  beheaded,  and 
prince  William  of  Orange  as  ftadtholder  of  Hoi- 
land,  Zealand  a.nd  Utrecht^  being  in  the  year  1568, 
banifhed  the  country  ;  and  knowing  no  expedient 
to  raife  men  and  money  in  order  to  his  return,  made 
ufe  ot  his  own  authority,  anno  1569,  and  as  admi- 
ral-general gave  out  commiflions  to  take  ^WSpaniJb 
and  other  fhips  that  failed  without  his  commiffion; 
and  afterwards  'mjuly  1572,  obtained  liberty  of 
the  dates  of  Holland  to  appoint  a  lieutenant- admiral, 
who,  by  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  maritime 
towns,  fliüuld  make  choice  of  the  captains  of  the 
Ihips  of  war :  and  moreover  obtained  leave  to  con- 
ftitutecom.mifnoners  to  take  cognizance  of  maritime 
aifairs,  v.'ho  were  to  receive  the  tenth  part  of  all 

the 
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the  prizes  for  the  commonwealth,  and  the  fifch  of 
that  tenth  part  for  the  admiral-general. 

Whereupon  in  Otlober  that  fame  year,  the  firft  e.  v. 
duties  of  cuftoms  were  introduced  'm  Zealand  \  the  Reyd. 
government  there  prohibiting,  upon  pain  of  confif-  hilt.  pag. 
cation,  all  tranfporting  of  goods  to  and  from  the  '5- '« 
enemy*s  country,  unlefs  they  paid  for  each  fpecies 
as  much  duty  as  they  could  in  any  meafure  bear 
without  the  lofs  of  their  trade.  In  the  next  year 
and  month  oï  April,  this  was  imitated,  and  praöifed 
by  thofe  of  Holland.  And  being  thus  begun,  in 
order  to  diftrefs  the  enemy  and  weaken  the  Ant- 
1-j^rpers,  as  well  as  to  increafe  the  trade  and  navi- 
g.ition  QÏ  Holland  and  Zealand,  it  yielded  in  cu'loni 
tne  firft  year  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thoufmd  guil- 
ders :  and  this  pleafed  them  fo  in  that  great  necef- 
fity  of  money  for  their  common  and  neceflary  de- 
fence, that  foon  after  they  found  it  expedient  to 
charge  all  goods  exported  or  imported  to  and  from 
neutral  places,  failing  out  or  coming  into  thefe 
countries,  with  convoy-money.  And  tho*  this 
tended  to  the  extreme  prejudice  of  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  Holland,  yet  there  was  no  remedy, 
partly  becaufe  all  Holland  would  otherwife  have 
been  conquered  by  the  Spanijh  forces ;  and  partly 
becaufe  by  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  anno  1576, 
cuftoms  or  licence- money  was  to  ceafe,  whereby 
the  Antwerpers  were  moil  of  all  burdened  with 
convoy-money. 

In  the  mean  time  prince  William  had  on  July  1 1 .  P-  Borre. 
15^5,  procured  a  power  of  the  ftates  of  Holland  ''■^ ^•'^^9- 
during  the  war  with  Spain,  either  in  the  king's 
name,  or  his  own,  to  command  or  prohibit  any 
thing  as  he  thought  good,  both  in  polity,  contri- 
bution or  war,  by  water  or  land  :  and  on  the  25th 
OÏ  April  1576,  by  the  union  of  Holland  with  Zea-  Book<).  p. 
land,  he  there  obtained  the  like  authority.     On  ^^  ' 
the  2 2d  0Ï  September .i  in  the  year  1576,  the  college 

of 
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of  admiralty  of  Zealand  was  ereded,  where  one 
Heiland  and  fix  Zealand  counfellors  were  to  deter- 
mine by   the  plurality  of  voices  all  matters  that 
might  occur  i    yet  fo,  that  the  lieutenant-admiral 
of  Zealand ihould  be  obliged  to  obey  thefaid  prince, 
or  his  lieutenant-governor  count  Hohenlo^   in  all 
Ti.  9./.     things.     Which  orders  were  continued  both  in  Hol- 
*^4-         land  and  Zealand  to  the  year  1584,  without  any 
great  prejudice  to  the  inhabitants.     For  tho*  the 
profperity  of  the  country,  and  clearing  of  the  feas 
from  enemies,  depended  merely  on  the  care  and 
will  of  one  perfon  only,  and  that  there  was  no  rea- 
fon  to  expeól  they  fhould   be  employed  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  people,  but  fo  loiig  (and  no  longer) 
than  it  agreed  with  that  perfon's  own  benefit,  and 
tended  to  the  augmentation  of  his  power  :    yet  the 
people  of  Holland  and  Zealand  were  then  very  for- 
tunate herein,  all  t\\z  Nether landijh  havens  revolting 
from  the  king,  we  being  ftill  permitted  to  drive 
our  trade  with  Spain,  and  very  few  piracies  being 
committed:  and  bt fides,  the  faid  prince  could  not 
attend,  fupport  and  augment  his  own  private  inte- 
refts  and  grandeur  againft  that  great  and  formidable 
power  of  Spain,  but  in  conjunélion  with  the  pro- 
fperity of  thofe  defpifed  fmall  countries,  and  their 
poor  inhabitants  -,  which  on  that  account  he  endea- 
voured to  promote. 
ne  clear-      Notwithftanding  which,  after  the  death  of  the 
ing  of  the  faid  prince  William,  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  Zea- 
■^^%T     ^^^^  thought  not  fit  that  the  profperity  of  the  land, 
countwL-  ^^^  clearing  of  the  feas,  Ihould  be  wholly  in  the 
rice  and    hands  of  One  fingle  perfon.     For  tho'  they  did  on 
the  E.  of  the    ift  of  November,  anno    15^5^  make  his  fon 
Lekciler   Maurice  ftadthoider  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  and 
^^'"  JBorre,  confcquently  alfo  admiral  of  the  laid  countries  ;  yec 
lo.  p.  85,  they  limited  him  by  his  commifTion  and  inftru6tions, 
^6.  commanding  him  to  execute  all  affiiirs  relating  to 

war  and  polity  with  advice  and  confcnt  of  the  gen- 
try 
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try  and  council  of  the  faid  countries,  who  were  to 
alTifl:  his  excellency,  and  alfo  to  confent  to  ilich  fur- 
ther inftrudions  as  fhould  be  given  him.  And  be- 
fides,  on  the  ift  oï  Februaij  1586,  they  placed  Ro- 
bert Dudly  earl  of  Leiccjier  above  him,  as  governor,  ^^^j^  20. 
captain,  and  admiral-general  ;  to  whom  they  added  folio  7. 
the  council  of  ftate,  with  inftruétions  importing 
among  other  things,  aitic.  121.  and  13.   That 

**  The  money  proceeding  from  convoys  fliall  be 
*'  every  where  equally  levied,  and  the  charges  of 
*'  fuch  convoys  firft  paid,  with  the  coft  of  equip- 
'*  ing  the  fhips  of  war,  and  all  that  belongs  to 
*'  them,  as  they  were  defigned  and  originally 
"  appointed  ;  and  that  the  faid  convoy-money  fliall 
"  not  be  employed  to  any  other  ufe  than  for  pay- 
"  ment  of  the  faid  charge,  and  letting  out  the  faid 
"  fhips  of  war  i  for  which  end  alfo  fliall  be  added 
*'  whatever  fums  fliall  proceed  from  prizes,  and 
*'  cuftoms,  in  cafe  his  excellency  fliall  at  any  time 
*'  think  fit,  purfuant  to  the  a(ft  of  confent  agreed 
*'  on  by  the  ftates-general,  in  relation  to  the  matter 
*'  of  contribution. 

"  Neverthelefs,  the  cities  have,  and  fliall  continue 
**  to  have,  the  liberty  (as  often  as  fliall  be  found 
"  neceflviry)  and  when  the  matter  can  bear  no 
*'  delay,  to  arm  themfeives  for  the  fea,  and  fet 
"  out  fliips  of  war  at  the  coft  and  charge  of  the 
"  country,  againfl:  pirates  and  other  enemies  of  the 
"  commonwealth,  to  withlland,  take  and  feize 
"  them,  provided  the  cognizance  and  punifliment 
*'  of  fuch  crimes,  with  the  fliips  and  goods  fo 
*'  taken,  be  left  to  the  dccifion  and  difpofal  of 
"  the  admiralty,  which  his  excellency  fliall  chufc 
"  and  commifTionate  out  of  the  provinces  that  fub-  Placaet 
"  fill  by  maiitime  tiafiick."  Book^. 

Moreover  the  fiid  governor  and  captain-general  5  3°- 
dcclired,  on  the  30th  oï  April  cf  the  lame  year,  by 
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placaet,    touching  the  payment  of  convoy    and 
cultom ; 

"  That  the  dates  general  of  the  United  Provinces 
"  of  the  Netherlands^  to  fupport  the  charge   of 
"  fetting  out  fuch  fhips  of  war  as  are  necefiary  for 
"  the  defence  and  fecurity  of  the  forefaid  United 
*'  Provinces^  have  confented,  given  and  put  into 
*'  his  hands,  the  produce  of  certain  impofitions, 
"  and  publiek  revenues,  which  they  have  confented 
"  to  be  given,   and  received   for  convoy,  upon 
"  goods  imported  into  and  exported  out  of  thefe 
"  (aid  countries,  according  to  the  book  of  rates 
*'  already  made,  or  to  be  made ;  as  alfo  the  pro- 
""  fits  and  fums  which  we  may  levy  upon  merchan- 
"  dize,    that  under  the  title  of  licence,    or  fafs 
"  conduft,  may  be  permitted  to  be  carried  to  the 
*^  havens  and  places  of  the  enemies  jurifdi(5lion." 
But  the         But  the  earl  oï Leicejler  was  not  fo  irreconcileable 
earl  of      to  Spain  as  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  relying  on 
^e^U^eJ    ^^^  power  of  the  EngliJI:),  defigned  to  defend  thefe 
it^  and     countries  againft  Spain,  and  then  to  divide  and  fhare 
greath      the  wliole  feventeen  provinces  with  the  prince  of 
prohibited  Parma,  whom  he  had  tempted  to  comply;    well 
curna-üi-  i^^^owino;,  that  if  the  word  fliould  happen,  he  could 
return  to  England  and  live  upon  his  eftate  :  fo  that 
the  defects  of  this  order  foon  appeared,  and  that 
too  great  an   authority   in   maritime   affairs   was 
intruded  to  a  perfon  who  was  not  fufficiencly  con- 
cerned for  the  profperity  of  Holland\  navigation, 
and  who,  to  edablidi   his   tyrannical   power   with 
the  Engljh  of  his   faftion   about   him,  favoured 
p.  Borre    ftrangers  and  foreigners,  more  than  the  natives  of 
!!'i^  A  !-   H^//i?W.     For  about  rwo  months  after,  he  prohi- 
bited,  by    publiek   proclamation,    not   only    our 
navigation  to  Spain,  and  all  the  enemies  countries, 
but  even  to  carry  to  neutral  places  all  provifions, 
and  ammunition  of  war,  whatever  is  neccfTiry  for 
fnipping  :  he  alfo  dridly  prohibited  the  fending  of 
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any  kind  of  merchandize  out  of  thefe  countries  by 
the  Maefe^  Rhine,  &c.  or  by  fea,  on  this  fide  of 
Rouen  and  Bremen  ^  notwithftanding  the  dates  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  earneftly  reprefented  to  him 
how  much  this  would  tend  to  the  benefit  of  all 
adjacent  foreign  countries,  and  in  particular  of 
England,  and  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  own 
inhabitants.  So  that  if  this  earl  of  Leicejier  had 
not  the  next  year  after  been  necelTitated  to  depart  out 
of  thefe  countries  to  England^  by  the  courage  and 
refolucion  of  the  dates  of  Holland,  and  there,  by 
command  of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  deUver  up  his 
commiflion  of  governour,  captain,  and  admiral- 
general,  thefe  countries  had  been  utrerly  ruined. 

Prince  Maurice  had  almofl  the  fame  powers  con-  Jfier  his 
ferred  on  him  nominally,  but  the  whole  manage-  departure^ 
ment  was  really  in  the  dates   of  the  feveral  pro-  /„"^./fJ^^J 
vinces,  and  governors  of  the  maritime  cities  du-^^^. 
ring  his  youth.     In  which  rime  the  affairs  of  th'i  Maurice'/ 
fea  were  fo  well    look*d  after,  that  in  our  hidories  ""'"»''}'> 
we  read  of  very  few,  or  no  fe^-robberies,  'till  the  '!^^/^^J'g„ 
month  oïjune  in  the  year  1595,  when  fome  Hoi-  the fiates 
land  diips  of  war  that  were  lying  on   the  watch  avd  cities 
before  Dunkirk,  and  about  the  Maefe,  were  com-  concern  d 
manded  away  to  France  by  the  prince  (who  was ''■'^''^"^' 
then  at  the  age  of  28  years)  to  bring  over  the  old  P.  Borre, 
princefs  oï  Orange.     The  Dunkirkers  taking  that  ^"^'^  32. 
opportunity,  took  many  of  our  herring-budes,  and^^  j    '^^ 
merchantmen,for  the  mod  part  before  our  own  ports.  ^,e  began, 

And  altho*  the  admiralties,  efpecially  thofe  Q\for  the 
Jmlierdam  and  Horn,  complained  of  this  ill  court- ^7'^"'^ 
government  at  the  H^^a^  to  the  committee  or  coun-^^  «r^/f.? 
oil   and  deputies  at  their   general   affc^mbly,  and  the  ha- 
above  all  others  had  the  greated  reafon  to  complain /«r»^  in- 
of  prince   Maurice,  at  whole  pleafure   our  good '^'^*^'^''"'^' 
people  that  live  by  trade   and  fidiery,  were  left 
"for  a  prey  •,  yet  durd  they   not  blame   him  for 
it,    but  only  defired  to  have  better   orders   kept 

L  for 
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for  the  future.    But  the  dread  of  this  prince,  in- 

creafmg  with  his  years,  was  already  become  fo 

great,  that  in  lieu  of  better  orders,  his  favourites 

under  that  pretext  obtained  an  order  whereby  the 

authority  and   power  of  thofe  Holland  cities  that 

had  fuffered  moft,  and  muft  ftill  fuffer   in  time  to 

come,  were  curb*d  and  broken  ;  and  on  the  other 

fide,  the  authority  and  power  of  the  generality^  and 

efpecially  of  the  prince,  who  are  little  or  not  at  all 

TiaffenV   afiléled  by  lofles  at  faa,  was  greatly  increafed.     For 

fea-polity.  in  the  year  1597,  prince  A^^«r/V^,  the  ftates- general. 

In  1597.   and  the  five  admiralties  agreed  on  an  order,  which 

Holland    for  the  moft  part  is  ftill  in    being,  pretending  it 

cLvas  bereft  ^Q^]^^  be  an  expedient  for  the  better  management 

'itsftrength  '^'^^  executing  the  affairs  of  the  admiralty  and  its 

byfea^  and  dependances.     But  becaufe  kings  and  princes,  and 

hoiM,        inland  provinces,  never  ufe  to  confider   the  guard 

of  the  fea,  but  always  to  neglect  it,  unlefs  they  fear 

that  for  want  of  a  free  navigation  they  cannot  fub- 

fift  on  the  land,  the  mifchief  of  this  order  was  foon 

difcovered  ;  for  by  it  prince  Maurice  (being  now 

as  the  age  of  30,  and  conceiving  that  thefe  countries 

were  brought  into  fuch  a  condition,  that  they  could 

very  well  fubfift  againft  the  power  of  Spain)  had 

power  to   do  all  things,  fince  no  perfons  without 

his  commiflion  could   fet  out  any  ftiips  of  war 

againft  pirates  or  other  enemies,  and  that  he  could 

make  choice  of  all  captains  and  fuperior  officers  to 

y,      .     command  the  (hips  of  [he  ftates,  out  of  a  double  lift 

^Orange,  '^'"^  before  him,  and  indeed  without  it-,  and  befides, 

and  the     might  fit  as  admiral-general,  and  his  lifutenant- 

inland      admiral,  of  Holland  and  Zealand^  or  Friezland^ 

pro^inces^  in  all  or  any  of  thofe  admiralties,  and  vote  at   the 

or  nothing  "pper  end  of  the  board  to  dire(5l  all  affairs  relating 

toncern'J,  to  the  ttcafury,  jufticeand  war,  as  well  as  the  fea. 

'wereyeji-      And  moreover,  the  inland  provinces,  whom  the 

ednuitha  navigation  Concerned  not  at  all,  obtain'd  neverthe- 

/ea'af!"    Icfs  by  that  order  a  right  of  electing  from  among 

fairs.  themfelves  j 
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themfelves ;  viz.  Guelderland  three,  Utrecht  two, 
Owrv^/ Jikewife  two  commiflioners  for  the   affairs 
of  the  admiralty :  and  Holland^  which  alone  fre- 
quents the  fea  ten  times  more  than  Zealand^  Frief- 
land,  and  Groningen^  muft  by  that  rule  permit  in 
all  their  three  admiralties,  that  to  their  four  com - 
miffioners,  three  out  of  the   other   provinces   be 
added  ^  Holland  in  lieu  thereof  only  having  the  pri- 
vilege of  chufing  one  commiflioner  to  the  admiralty 
of  Friejland-,  which  admiralty  for  want  of  ordinary 
revenue  doth  not  ufe  to  fet  out  any  fhips  for  clearing 
the  fcas,  even  in  time  of  the  greateft  general  necef- 
fity,  and  confequendy  could  avail  them  nothino;. 
For  tho*  the  province  of  Zealand  frequent  the  fea 
more  than  Friejland^  and  therefore  by  its  revenue 
can  fet  out  (hips  of  war ;  and  fuppofing  Holland 
might  fend  two  commillioners  of  admiralty  thither, 
yet  would  it  not  tend  to  the   benefit  of  Holland, 
feeing  the  (fates  of  Zealand^  with  whom   prince 
Maurice  could  do  what  he  pleafed,   when  he  fhould 
in  earned  advife  them  to  it,  cannot  now  be  moved 
by  the   (fates   of  Holland^  and  of  the  other  pro- 
vinces, to  range    themfelves   in  that   order   with 
Holland.     But  the  Zealanders  will  continually  go- 
vern all  affairs  at  land  and  fea  by  their  feven  com- 
mifïïoners,  afTuming  the  name  of  Commijfwners  of 
the  admiralty,  when  two  commifTioners  out  of  Hoi-  And  tho* 
land,  one  for  Utrecht,  and  one  for  Groningen  are  Zealand. 
joined  with  them.     So  that  thefe  feven  commif-  '^°"^'^  ?' 
doners  oï Zealand,  with  the  additional  power  oï ^ate  thofe 
the  ftates  of  Zealand,  as  alfo  by  their  former  fepa-  maritime 
rate  affembly  and  deliberation,  do  often  exclude 'ï^'^''"^ '» 
the  other  commifTioners  from  all  matters  j  and  thereby      °'*^'" 
always  fo  eafily  overvote  them,  that  they  can  ^o\^^f'"^" 
no  fervice  for  the  common  good  and  for  Holland,  cernd 
but  when  it  pleafeth  tht  Zealanders.     And  before '^'«- 
they  may  ferve,  or  take  the  charge  of  their  ofRces-^^"^^^' , 
in  the  refpedive  admiralties  as  commiffioners,  thofe  htft"toak 
"Lj  2  that  32.*. 724. 
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that  are  fo  eleéled  mud  receive  their  commiflions 
of  the  dates- general,  and  there  make  oath,  as  well 
as  the  receivers  general  of  the  refpedive  quarters, 
fifcals,  fecretaries,  head-commiflioners,  colle<5lors 
•  and  comptrollers;  who  neverthelefs  being  nomi- 
nated by  the  refpedive  admiralties,  are  chofen  by 
the  ftates-general  out  of  a  double  number.  But  the 
refpedive  admiralties  do  each  in  their  quarters  ab- 
folutely  difpofe  of  the  offices  of  the  equipage-  ■ 
mafter,  and  vendu-mafter,  door-keepers,  meiTen- 
gers  and  fearchers,  ^c. 

And  moreover  by  thefe  new  orders,  comptoirs 
or  offices  were  ereóled,  as  well  in  the  inland 
provinces,  as  in  the  other,  and  on  the  rivers 
and  inlets  of  the  fea,  in  all  thofe  ccuitries  that 
have  no  vote  to  receive  money  for  convoy  and 
cuftom  of  all  goods  going  to  and  from  Holland^ 
and  other  United  Provinces  fituate  on  the  fea,  and 
that  by  officers  and  licence-mafters  depending  on 
the  faid  ftates-general,  or  the  refpedive  admiralties. 
So  that  tho'  the  inhabitants  of  Holland  paid  ^tvtn 
parts  of  eight  of  all  cuftoms  and  convoy- money, 
which  ufed  to  be  employed  for  the  fervice  of  Hol- 
land^ or  at  leaft  at  the  pleafure  of  that  province 
alone  -,  yet  fince  that  order  they  are  all  neverthelels 
made  fubje6t  to  the  admiralties,  or  to  the  ftates- 
general,  where  Holland  hath  but  one  vote ;  or  to 
the  other  provinces,  where  Holland  hath  no  vote, 
of  all  which  revenues,  andofexrraordinaryfubfidies, 
the  admiralties  are  not  bound  to  give  account  to  the 
ftarcs  of  the  provinces  wherein  they  refide,  but  to 
the  ftates-general,  among  whom  there  are  fo  many 
perfons  unconcern'd ;  and  befides,  confidering  the 
deficiency  of  thofe  from  whom  they  have  their  com- 
miffions,  in  bringing  in  their  quota's  or  ftiares  of 
money,  it  muft  be  prefumed  that  they  v/ill  always 
keep  none  of  the  beft  accounts  againft  themfelves, 
and  confequently  are  unfit  to  keep  other  colleges  fo 

under 
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under  the   bridle  ;    and   efpecialJy   confiding   of^^e^^ave 
fo  few  as  feven  perfons,  they  may  enrich  them-  ^^^7  °^' 
felves  with  the  publiek  money,  and  be  able  lo  Z^.f 

!  I  c  1     3-         •;  •  •;  •  great po^- 

play  at  the  game  or  hodie  mihi  eras  twi.  a-  of  di- 

On  the  other  fide,  Zealand  holding  all  its  ad-  reaUn  a- 
miniftrative  power  of  maritime  affairs  within  itfelf,  ^°«f  (^e 
fent  neverthelefs  into  all  admiralties  one  commif-  ^^ff'ah-s'^f 
fioner,    who   was  to  continue   there  during   life,  Holland, 
with  the  triennial  commiflloners  oï Holland,  by  that  .    , 

long  continuance  or  perpetuity,  fubtilly  to  encou- 
r.ige  the  Hollanders  to  affift  them  in  managing  all 
maritime  affairs  according  to  their  particular  inte- 
reft.  Therefore  that  this  new  order  might  not  be 
too  offenfive  to  Holland,  it  was  propofed  by  the 
dates  general,  and  prince  Maurice  of  Orange^ 
that  it  fhould  take  place  but  for  a  year,  without 
any  intention  of  prejudicing  the  provinces  in  gene- 
ral, or  any  of  the  provinces,  cities,  or  members 
in  particular,  or  creating  to  themfelves  any  new  ..  .-^ 

power  i  tho'  all  men  might  eafily  imagine,  that 
the  power  of  the  States  General,   and  prince  of 
Orange,  being  fufficient  to  introduce  this  order  for  .'  !,  J  ,*\ 
a  year,    would  be  a'fo  fufficient  to  continue  the 
fimc  fo  long  as  it  tended  to  their  profit. 

And  indeed  we  have  found  by  the  continuation 
ef  this  order,  that  the   dates  general,  or   the  other- 
provinces,  together  with  the  admiralties  that  were    ,, 
out  OÏ  Holland,  have  done  very  little  towards  the     '^/^   , 
guard  of  the  feas  \  but  on  the  contrary  have,  to 
the  prei'juice  of  Ho'land^  and  for   the  benefit  o!f  ^//     t-i: 
their  own  inhabitants,  lo  managed  their  courts  and /j  ^etj  de- 
admiralti.'S,  \^^  order  to  draw  the  trade  to  i\\t\x\-trimeiital  • 
felves,  or  at  lead  the  paffage  of  the  merchandizes  ["  H^^-^  v^ 
of  Holland,  that  they  have  fuffered  goods  coming  ^  nnoo;:") 
in,  or  going  out,   to  pay  either  none  fometimcs,  or 
at  other  times  much  lefs  duty  of  convoy  and  cu- 
ftoms,  than  is  exprelfcd  in  the  book  of  rates ;  and 
yet  have  given  inland  paffports  and  difcharges  as  if 
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the  duty  had  been  fully  paid,  that  fo  they  may  by 
the  way  of  Bergen^  and  Sas  van  Gmt^  Sluys,  &c. 
and  Zealand,  without  further  queftion,  carry  them 
into  Holland.     Nay,  we  have  often  feen  that  when 
the  ftates  general,  with  the  united  fufFrages  of  our 
common  allies,  have  prohibited  Tome  certain  com- 
modities to  be  imported  into,  or  exported  out  of 
the  United  Provinces  \  yet  hath  the  admiralty  of 
^  y        Zealand  by  their  own  authority,  fufFered  fuch  goods 
Aitziii.      fo  be  imported  and  exported,  to  the  great  beneBt 
booki6.p.oï  their  inhabitants,  and  the  intolerable  burden  ot 
30'-         ours.     And  in  like  manner  when  the  (Vates  gene- 
ral have  thought  fit  to  diftrefs  the  common  enemy, 
by  tolerating  privateers,  or  freebooting  fliips  •,  we 
have  then  always  heard  complaints  of  the  judicature 
J  remark-  Q^  i^Q  admiralty  OÏ  Zealand,  viz.  that  not  only  the 
^y^^l'^^^' goods  of  drangers  in  amity  with  us,  but  even  the 
ferfidiouf-  goo^^s  of  Holland,  under  pretence  of  having  faved 
nefs  of  the  the  duty,  are  too  (lightly  and  unjuftly  feized,  and 
Zealand    confifcated  i  partly  in  favour  of  their  privateering 
^i*^*^"'       inhabitants,  and  partly  by  fuch  vexation  and  trou- 
book  ^z!p.  b^^»  to  draw  the  trade  from  Holland  into  Zealand, 
723.  And  as  to  what  relates  to  all  the  colleges  of  the 

generality,  as  well  as  the  admiralties  refiding  in 
Holland,  it  is  well  known  that  the  other  provinces, 
in  order  to  obtain  more  power  and  authority  to  their 
_  -    .  ..   refpeftive  principals,  tho'  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Jlhen'^the   common  freedom,  and  of  Holland  in  particular, 
Zealan-     *  do  fend  and  continue  all  their  commiffioners  for 
ders  or      the  moll  part  during  their  lives,  or  at  leaft  for 
otherjiran-  j^^^y  yg^rs  :   whcrcby  they  being  ftrangers  in  Hoi- 
^peVmhted  'l^^^^^    ^^  often  carry  things  againft  our  triennial 
to  be  the    commiiTioners  of  Holland,  even  in  the  difpofal  of 
Gecorii-    our  own  affairs,  conferring  moft  of  the  offices  and 
mitteerde  bt^nefices   depending  on  colleges  upon  their  favo- 
ad  vitam    ^^^^^»  ^"^  o^^tïi  alfo  upon  ftrangers. 

or  for  very  Ancl 

many  «  Libertatis  en!m  intcrcl!  nc  magna  imperia    diuturna  Cnt. 

years. 
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And  this  is  found  to  be  moft  of  all  prejudicial 
to  Holland,  when  the  fifcals,  fecretaries,  receivers, 
chief  cuftomers,  commiflloners  of  the  navy  and 
prizes,  i^c.  belonging  to  the  faid  cojleges  of  the 
admiralty,  who  ferve  in  thofe  offices  for  the  moft 
part  during  life,  and  befides  are  ftrangers  in  Hol- 
land^ through  a  natural  love  to  themfelves,  their  ^g^- 
own  country,  or  their  own  college,  or  by  an  in-  fhey  are 
nate  envy  to  the  welfare  of  Holland,  ufe  their  au-  too  hard 
thority  and  power  to  the  utmoft  againft  the  Hol-f°^  °"^ 
land  merchants,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  trade,  but  ^^l^^ 
very  fiintly  againft  the  inhabitants  of  their  own  ^y^v/,  are 
province.     Yea,  tho*  the  advocate,  fifcal,  or  cKxtï fettled  but 
cuftomer  be  a  Hollander,  yet  jf  his  habitation  Wtf"'  ^^^^^ 
on  the  Maefe,  or  in  the  Northern  quarter ;  by  thc-^^'*'''' 
dime  evil  inclination  and  envy  he  can  fo  plague 
the  merchants  of  the  rich  city  of  Amjleraam,  by 
feizing  their  goods,  and  fo  greatly  favour  thofe  of 
the  Maefe,  or  the  Northern  quarter,  in  the  entries 
of  their  imported  and  exported  goods,  that  they 
are  compelled  forthwith  to  tranfport  their  trade, 
and  paiTage  of  their  goods  from  the  places  where 
they  are  oppreft,  to  thole  parts  or  colleges  of  ad- 
miralty where  they  may  be  juflly  dealt  with. 

And  tho*  Holland  at  the  beginning  of  thcfe  new  Holland 
orders  of  the  year  1597,  was  {o  happy,  that  our  *^«^  ^'"•^ 
enemies  had  only  two  havens  on  the  north  fea,  "''"  ^!'2* 
^luys  (lying  between  OJlend  and  the  ifland  Walcbe-  ^authority 
ren)  and  Dunkirk,  at  that  time  without  \ht  Scheurt-  for  fcour- 
jen,  having  fo  narrow  and  fhallow  a  haven,  that  ing  the 
our  laden  flyboats  and  buffes  which  they  took,  or-^'*'» 
their  very  gallies,  could  not  lie  in  fafcty  ;  fo  that 
both  thefe  fea  ports  could  do  us  but  little  damage, 
when  we  would  take  care  to  lie  before  them,  or 
pick  up  thofe  petty  capers  in  thefe  narrow  feas. 
And   tho'  we  happenM   to  lofe  OJlend,  yet  in  re- 
compence   we  took   from  the  enemy  the  city  of 
Sluys,  and  its  mifchievous  gallics.     Notwithiland- 
L  4  ing 
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7he  Dun-  ing  all  this,  I  fay,  the  Dunkirkers  did  us  continu- 
kirkers  g||y  niuch  greater  damage  after  thefe  adgiiralties 
iMtbe  ^^""^  eredled,  than  ever  before.  So  that  the  mer- 
fea.  chants  in  the  year  1 599  complain'd,  "  That  they 

E.  Reyd.  "  could  not  at  all  weaken  the  enemy  by  fo  many 
J}iji.p.       "  fliips  of  war,  and  fo  much  convoy-money  paid 
^l^'         '«  and  raifed  for  that  end.     That  the  fea  captains 
"  were  chofen  more  for  favour  than  fitnefs ;  and 
"  that  in  the  admiralties  men  were  placed  who 
''  underflood  nothing  of  maritime  affairs,   nor  va- 
*'  lued  them,  as  having  nothing  to  lofe  that  way," 
And  d:io'  all  thefe  accufutions  might  have  been 
more  juftly  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  ftates  general, 
and  the  prince  of  Orangey  than  on  thefe  new  comr 
milTioners  of  the  admiralty  ;  yet  neither  the  merT- 
chants,  nor  our  fifliers,  durft  make  the  leaft  com- 
plaint of  his  excefTive  power,   nor  of  their  own 
EmaMee-^^^^^^  »  '■^^'  ^"  ^^  Y^^^  1600,  many  of  their  (hips 
teren,  book  '^md  buflcs  w.ere  burnt  and  funk  ;  and  their  three 
21.  convoys  were  by  fourteen  Dunkirk  fhips  of  war 

And  fame  taken,  or  forced  to  fly.  After  which  the  ftates 
nvere  not  general,  in  lieu  of  better  defending  the  trading 
naming  to  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries,  took  upon  them  in 
^the^nltef  ^^^  year  1602  to  prohibit  them  to  trafEck  beyond 
poJjer  ta  ^^'^^  ^^P^  ^.e  Buona  Efperanca^  in  any  of  thofe 
defend  onr  incredibly  great  and  rich  Ajlatick  countries,  by 
traders,  granting  that  commerce  wholly  to  an  Eaft-India 
Tv  ^7'  ^*^"^P^"y  ro'*  the  term  of  one  and  twenty  years  then 
traffick  he.  «^xt  enfuing. 

yond  the         And  as  the  ftates  general,  in  the  year  .1603, 

cape  of     feemed  publickly  to  acknowledge  the  infufficiency 

^°°*^'      of  thefe  new  admiralties,  partly  by  making  the 

jfirft  ordinances  for  the  arming  and  manning  out  of 

all  ftiips  failing  upon  account  of  merchandize  or 

See  thé      fifliing,  together  with  the  admiralties  •,  and  partly 

fhcaet      feeing  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries  were  by 

,°^ ^,       thefe  new  ordinances  unmeafurably  taxed,  and  yet 

'  no  better  defended  than  formerly  againft  piracy, 

and 
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and  enemies  at  fea,  they  were  necefiitated  to  give 
fuch  inhabitants  as  defined  it,  commiflTions  to  fet 
out  Ihips  of  war  to  weaken  the  enemy.     In  which  ^■"f'^J- 
it  was  obferved,    that  the  faid   privateers  fought  ^^/f,^^^ 
rather  for  the  enemy's  merchant- fhips,  where  they  ^/7o» 
might  meet  with  great  prize,  and  tew  blows,  than/^"-^*»»'- 
their  fhips  of  war  and  pirates,   where  there  was'"-?* 
fmall  prize  and  man^  blows  to  be  expedted.    And 
accordingly  our  own   merchanc-fhips  and  fifhers 
were  little  or  nothing  relieved  thereby  -,  and  like- 
wife  our  own  privateers  molefted  and  damaged,  as 
well    as  the  good   inhabitants  of  the  United  Fro- 
vifices,  as  the  fubjeóls  of  kings,  princes,  and  re- 
publicks  in  amity  with  us,  both  in  their  perfons 
and  eftates.     Upon   which  the  States  General  in  «    .» 
the  year  1606,  found  it  necelTary  to  revoke  and  p/acaet 
call  in  all  fuch   commiffions,    and  to  raife  four  iooks, 
hundred   thoufand  guilders   by  an   extraordinary 
fubfidy,  to  fet  to  fea  more  fhips  of  war  againft 
the  enemy ;    which  notwithflanding  did  not  per- 
form the  defigned  work  aimed  at  of  fcouring  or 
clearing  the  feas. 

'Tis  a  matter  very  Vorthy  obfervation,  that 
before  the  year  1597,  when  the  fea  was  render'd 
fafe  and  navigable  by  thole  governors  who  were 
mofl  concerned,  there  was  very  little  damage 
fufFered  -,  and  the  great  overplus  of  the  convoy  and 
cuftom  money,  was  imployed  in  getting  things 
neceffary  for  the  war  by  land  :  and  that  fince  the 
eredling  of  thefe  new  admiralties,  we  have  not 
only  continually  fuffer'd  great  loff^s  by  fea  ;  but 
befides  the  convoy  and  cullom  money,  very  many 
extraordinary  fubfidies  have  been  levied  upon  the  o-f  tt  t 
people  for  the  guard  of  the  fea.  lenders"  l^ 

And  thus  <t.he  ffate  of  thefe  maritime  affairs  con-  i>out  the 
tinued  till  the  truce  was  made  -,  at  which  time  the  Mediter- 
ftates  fuppofing  that  all  robbing  at  fea  would  ceafe,  ''^"^^^ 
greatly  leffened  the  duties  upon  imported  and  ex-  J/^l^^  ^ 

ported  ^/;«/^/. 
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ported  goods,  in  favour  of  trade  and  navigation. 
And  on  the  other  fide,  by  our  fecurity  and  want 
of  fhips  of  war,  the  Moors  of  Algier,  TuniSy  and 
Sally^  who  had  been  expelled  from  Spain  about 
Bee  the     that  time,  as  well  as  our  difcharged  feamen,  who 
Nether-     then  ferved  under  Simon  den  Danfer,   Capt.  fVard, 
landilh      JSJicholas  Campane,  and  others,  had  great  oppor- 
Ib'li  D  ^^'^^^'^^  ^^  taking  our  richeft  fhips,  in  and  about 
rsiói'z, '  the  M  diterranean  fea,  both  during  and  after  the 
printed  at  trucc.      And   becaule  this  happen'd  fo  very  fre- 
Amhem,  quently,    I  fhall  not  detain  the  reader  with  the 
P-  *99-     relation  of  thofe  accidents,  but  leave  him  to  calcu- 
late how  great  and  prejudicial  thofe  piracies  were, 
Baudart,    fince  the  Jlgerines  in  the  years  1620,  and  1621, 
>dg.  116.  within  the  fpace  of  thirteen  months  took  of  Holland 
fhips  alone   143  fail  ;   Amflerdam  alone  efteemed 
their  lofs  at  124  tuns  of  gold,  and  the  whole  was 
computed  at  300  tuns  of  gold. 
O^  And  whereas  during  the  truce  with  Spain^  our 

iviak-      whale-fifhing  increafed  much,  it  ufually  happened 
^j^ers       that  the  Engli/h,  when  they  were  rtrongeft  to  the  - 
"""^^/r  nf^J'thward,  drove  away  our  fifhers,  and  took  fome 
tó?Eng^   of  their  fhips  and  fifh ;  and  king  7^ot^j  refufed  to 
li^.  Bau-  give  fatisfa6lion  for  the   fame,    infifting  that  his 
dart.  bijl.  jubjeds  had  the  fole  right  of  fi(hing  in  thofe  feas.  , 
And  on  the  contrary,  when  the  Hollanders  were 
ftronger,  tho*  firfl  attacked,  yet  the  Englijh  fhips 
taken  by  us,  and  brought  into  thefe  countries,  were 
by  order  of  the  flates  general  reftored  again  to  the 
Englijh  ;  which  diforder,  and  taking  our  whale- 
filhers,    continued  ftill  after  the  truce,    and  was 
much  increafed  by  the  king  of  Denmark,  who  pre- 
tending to  the  right  of  thofe  Northern  feas,  did 
great  damage  to  that  fifhery. 

So  that  1  fhall  think  it  worth  while  to  fhew  the 
means  which  the  ftates  general,  the  prince  of 
Orange,  and  the  admiralties  ufed  to  free  our  inha- 
bitants, who  fubfilled  by  the  lea,  from  thofe  mif- 

chiefs 
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chiefs  and  moleftations.     And  firft  as  to  our  trade 
and  navigation  in  the  Mediterranean  :  after  Simon  To  redrefs 
Danfer^  Nicholas  Campane,  and  others  had  taken  ''^^^»  ''^* 
and  plunder*d  great  numbers  of  our  iliips,    and  ^'^-rf'^'' 
were  grown  weary  or  pirating,  it  was  round  con-  u/eJof 
venient  to  fave  the  expences  of  taking  and  "^u-  pardoning 
nifhing  them  -,  and  on  the  contrary,  to  grant  them  ^jf^inal 
pardons,  and  to  permit  them  to  return  to  their  ^''''''"' 
own  country,  where  all  the  good  people  that  had 
fuftained  lofles  by  them,  have  feen  thofe  pirates  Waffe- 
with  aking  hearts,  and  not  without  fear,  that  by  narV  hip* 
fuch  impunity  other  debauched  perfons  might  ht  *'^'=^/ *"'- 
encouraged  to  the  like  villainous  attempts.     And  '"""'* 
as  to  the  Turkijh  pirates,  who  could  not  be  invited 
to  come  in,  and  leave  their  piracies,  it  was  found  Several 
expedient,  anno  161 2,  to  fend  Haga  ambaffador ''''^^''■' ?^ 
to  Conjiantinople  \  and  in  the  year  1622,  to  fend  ^^^^^"^fj^^ 
Pynaker  to  Algier  and  Tunis.     Which  ambafTadors  don^d  du- 
arriving  with  great  prefents,  and  fleets  of  fbips  oï  ring  this 
war,  eafily  obtained  capitulations  and  agreements  "^Jf  ■^*'* 
of  free  commerce;   upon  which  our   inhabitants  ^jj^jj^^  ^^ 
relying  too  much,  the  pirates  fell  again  to  their  1637.  p. 
ufual  trade,  as  foon  as  our  fliips  of  war  were  failed  630. 
away  ;  and  we  fuffered  more  lofles  from  time  to  Baudart, 
time,  than  if  there  never  had  been  any  peace  or  hiji.  p. 
accord    made.     Upon   this  the  ftates  general  en-  ^82.^ 
deavoured   by  our  ambifl^'.idors  in  France^  Spain^]^  \\%"lf 
and  England^  to  move  thof^  kings  to  fupprefs  thofe  1623. ' 
pirates  with  fome  fliips  of  force.     But  feeing  thofe 
monarchs  valued  not  their  fubjeóls  fo  much  as  to 
be  at  that  charge  for  them,  and  that  the  fr.  edom  jj  ^Ifo 
of  the  feas  from  piracy  was  not  fo  much  their  con-  our  abfurd 
c^rn  as  ours  -,  or  that  the  Turks  being  not  able,  by  M')' "/ 
feafon  of  their  inconfiderable  navigation,  to  depre-  T'^*^  ""* 
date  fo  much  on  their  fubjjfts  as  they  could  on  \r;^^  /,/. 
ours,    and  woukl  much  rather  make  peace  with  rates, 
France  and  England^  and  keep  it  better  too  than 
with  us;  the  itates  general  caufcd  the  admiralties 

fucccfllvely 
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fucceflively  to  fet  to  fea  fliips  of  v/ar  to  deftroy  the 
pirates,  in  the  years  16 14,  16,  17,  18,  20,  22,  ^c. 
But  taking  few  pirate  fliips,  becaufe  nioft  of 
them,  while  our  men  of  war  cruis'd  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, came  not  out  of  their  harbours ;  this  an- 
fwered  not  our  ends,  till  finally  after  the  year  1650, 
during  the  free  government  of  Holland^  it  wag 
obferved  that  we  could  neither  make. any  firm  and 
durable  peace  with  thofe  pirates,  nor  root  them 
out;  and  that  if  we  fupprefs'd  them  at  our  own 
charge,  yet  our  traffick  and  navigation  would  not, 
according  to  our  aim  and  defire,  be  at  all  encreafed 
but  rather  diminifli.  Upon  which  the  admiralty 
of  Amjhrdam,  and  afterwards  other  admiralties* 
purfuing  clofely  the  true  intereft  oï  Holland^  fcnt  out 
yearly  a  number  of  fhips  of  war  to  convoy  our 
merchant  Ihips  (which  according  to  certain  rules 
agreed  on,  were  to  be  well  mann*d  and  arm'd) 
through  the  Jlreigbls  of  Gibraltar,  and  out  and 
home  from  the  Levant.  So  that  the  Hollanders 
lince  that  time  have  ful'tained  very  little  lofs,.  and 
have  very  much  increafed  their  navigation  and 
trade  into  thofe  parts. 

In  the  2.-/.  place  concerning  the  difturbing  of 

"tray^lnd    ^^^  whale-fifiiery,  'cis  plain  that  the  dates  general 

entreat      havg  done  nothing  more,  than  by  their  ambafla- 

thc  Eng-   dors  to  pray  the  refpeftive  kings,  that  fuch  aci:ipns^ 

J^^'h-  might  ceafe  in   time  to  come.     And  after ward§ 

obferving  fuch  addreflïcs  to  prove  ineffecSlual,   they 

£re  the      thought  fit  in  the  year  1622,  to  grant  a  patent  to 

]'lacalt      a  Greenland  company,  excluding  all  others  from 

■:hok,  a^d  taking  of  whale,    that   fo  the  faid    company  by 

'i'laffer'j    jheij-  own  power  and  ftrength  might  defend  them^ 

jea polity,   ^^j^^^  againft  tiie   molellations  and   robberies  of 

ftrangers.     Which   grant  continued  till   the   yea.F 

J  6^21  w^^^"  '^^^  Englijh  by  reafon  of  their  inteftine 

wars,   and    the   Danes,   either   by  reafon   of  the 

growing  power  of  the  Swedes,  had  more  need  of 

'^  our 
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our  favour  than  formerly,  or  fearing  our  arms, 
and  confequently  being  lels  dreaded  by  our  whale» 
filliers,  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries  were 
permitted  to  flfh  on  the  fa  id  north  coaft ;  and  the 
faid  fifbing  by  that  freedom  improved  fo  incredibly, 
that  the  (fates  general  in  the  fecond  war  againft 
England^  being  not  able  to  defend  them  there, 
prohibited  them  to  fifli,  principally  for  the  ufe 
they  had  of  mariners  to  man  out  our  Hiips  of  war, 
for  the  defence  of  our  country  and  free  navigation.  ■ 

But  thirdly,  of  the  many  robberies  committed 
by  the  Dunkirkers,  and  the  means  ufed  againtl 
them,  it  is  neceflfary  to  fpeak  more  largely. 

In  Flanders  upon  the  expiration  of  the  truce, 
the  Spaniard  had  built  at  the  enterance  into  Dun- 
kirk upon  the  arm  of  the  fea,  the  fort  of  Mardike, 
and  alfo  that  which  is  called  the  Houte  Wambais, 
or  IVooden-dotiblet^  fo  that  great  fhips  might  at  all  After  pr, 
times  fail  out  and  bring  their  prizes  in  thither.  The  Maurice 
king  QÏ  Spain  cau  fed  like  wife  twelve  fhips  of  war  'j"""^'^  j^^' 
to  be  built  in  Flanders,  and  encouraged  the  Fie-  l^^j^l. "" 
mings   ro   privateering  againft   us   by  fea.     And  gation  of 
befides  this,  till  the  year  1625,  he  fent  fuch  pow-  the  truce, 
erful  armies  into  the  field,  that  Gulick  and  Breda  ^['^^^^^ 
were  taken  from  us,  to  the  eternal  fhame  of  the  jvia'ïdike 
dates  general,  or  to  fay  better,  of  the  new  and  vio-  c^ms  built, 
lently  intruded  deputies  of  the  generality,  and  of  ^'^-^  D>in- 
Maurice  prince  oï  Orange,  who,  fmcc  th^y  would  ^^""J^^" 
admit  or  no  prolongation  or  the  truce  at  the  delire  ^^  „reath 
of  th^  Spaniard,  or  the  arch-duke,  ought  not  to  ij  fea. 
have   rcjcded   their   offer   fo   fuddenly,   but   have 
hearkned  to  it,  or  at  lead  feign*d  to  have  done  fo,  ^itzmaV 
that  by  this  means   they  might  have  excited  the  h if .  booé 
kings  oi  France  and  England,  who  were  then  very  i-pag.Z'i. 
jealous  of  the  power  of  5/>^?>,  and  feared  that  by  ^9* 
continuation  of  the   truce  the  Spaniard  would  fall 
upon  them,  to  afiili  us  with  a  yearly  number  of 
men  and  a  fum  ol  money,  in  cafe  we  had  reinga- 

ged 
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ged  in  a  war  againft   Spain.     Or  laftly,   thofe 
deputies   of  the  generality,   and  the  faid  prince 
Ihould  have  made  ufe  of  that  delay  to  put  our 
frontiers  into  a  better  Hate  of  defence,  and  to  fall 
upon  the  enemy  when  they  would  grant  him  no 
further  cefTation :  and  no  lefs  prudence  had  been 
neceflary  to  increafe  our  traffick,  freedom  of  navi- 
gation and  filheries.     Whereas  on  the  other  fide, 
.  .  , ,    they  prohibited  all  our  inhabitants  to  trade  in  Ame- 
thejiates    ^tcd  and  Africa^  by  ereding  a  Wejl-India  com- 
general     pany  anno  1621,  under  colour  of  diftrefllng  the 
ought  to     enemy  more  in  thofe  parts.     And  in  the  faid  year 
^'^Tr°'  ^^^y  likewife  prohibited  our  inhabitants  to  fail  to 
inhabi-      the  Mediterranean^   or  to  Cabo  del  Rey  in  the 
tants,  they  IVefi- Indies  for  fait,  unlefs  in  confortfhip,  promi- 
frohibited  fmg  them  fliips  of  war  to  convoy  and  defend  them 
^"'^/'l-^  l  back  again.     But  this  promife  was  without  effed  : 
liropkk  to  fo»*  to  free  the  admiralties  of  thofe  charges,  and  to 
thefouth    favour  the  faid  company  with  that  falt-trade,  the 
and  north,  ftates  general,  prince  Maurice^  and  the  admiralties 
"j;  1"/^^^^  very  eafily  found  it  convenient  to  deprive  the  inha- 
thence"^    bitants  of  thefe  countries  of  that  mod  confiderable 
See  the      trade  of  fait,  in  favour  of  the  JVejl- India  company, 
placaet      where  it  continued  only  to  the  year  1623,  when 
fenar'^^^  the  K.  of  Spain,  fearing  that  the  faid  company,  by 
jfijf^  '      fortifying  themfelves,  and   by  their  own  power, 
would  engrofs  thofe  falt-pans,  caufed  a  fort  to  be 
raifed  there  himfelf.     So  that  our  inhabitants  by 
the  placaet  of  the  ftates  general,  and  our  Weji-India 
company,  and  by  means  of  that  fort,  were  utterly 
deprived  of  that  falt-trade. 

And  inftead  of  prote<5ling  and  defending  our 
navigation  from  piracy,    with  better   order   and 
more  ftrength,  they  again  drew  in  the  inhabitants 
to  fit  our  privateers,  reducing  the  wonted  duty  out 
^f  *^'      of  the  prize  goods,  to  the  admiralties  and  admiral 
^bsoL         general,  from  30  per  cent,  to  1 8  per  cent.  viz.  1 2 
,to  the  ftate,  and  fix  for  the  admiral-general.     Or- 
ders 


Chap.  I.       the  Seas  from  Pirates.  159 

ders  were  alfo  publilhed,  that  none  fhould  fail  to 
the  eaft  country,  and  Norway,  but  in  fleets  of  40 
or  more  fhips  with  two  convoyers,  or  elfe  with 
fhips  of  defence  without  convoy.     Yea,  the  ftates  j^,^^^ 
and  the  prince  of  Orange  thought  it  convenient  t0yj/^^£jift. 
continue  that  mifchievous  grant  or  charter  to  the  India 
Eaft -India  company  for    21    years  to  come.     So^^'^P'^^ 
that  the  ftates  general  and  the  admiralties  difchar-   f'^'  *"" 

1  r  r  '  1       /-  c  cnarter 

ged  themlclves  of  fcouring  the  feas,  as  tar  as  con-  prolonged-. 
cern'd  Afia,  Africa  and  America,  and  the  traffick 
of  thofe  parts,  together  with  the  northern  whale 
fifhing,  upon  fuppofuion  that  all   thofe  refpedive 
companies  were  fufficient  to  drive  on  their   trade 
without  convoys  from  the  ftate,  and  to  take  care 
of  their  own   affairs.     But  on  the  contrary,  thty 
found  that  the  trade  of  rhefe  focieties  was  carried 
on  with  fo  great  prejudice  to  the  reft  of  the  peo-  7)tïse 
pie,    who  were    excluded,  that  if  our  governors  ^r^ö/ /<?- 
had  then  or  fhould  now  deal  in  the  fame  manner  '^.V'^f '  *^ 
with  the  trade  oï  Europe,  by  ere6ling  companies  ^-^j^,^^//"' 
exclufive  of  all  others ;  for  example,  one  company  tants 
for  the  dealers  in  the  Mediterranean,  a  fecond  of  of  RoXh^xA 
the  French  and  Spanijh  merchants,  a  third  for  the-^^f-^ 
Eaftern  and  Northern  merchants,  a  fourth  for  the 
Briiijh  and  Irip  traders,  a  fifth  for  the  haddock, 
cod  and  herring  fifheries,  tfr.     I  fay,  if  they  had 
done  this,  one  tenth  part  of  our  inhabitants  would 
not  have  been  able  to  live,  and  earn  their  bread. 
So  that  Holland  would  foon  have  been  ruin'd,  even 
tho'  the  trade  of  thofe  companies  had  been  carried 
on  with  fo   great   induftry,   that  notwithftanding 
any  refolutions  taken  by  France,  England,  Sweden^ 
and  the  ftates  of  Italy,  to  difturb,  prohibit  and 
prevent   foreign    manufadlures,    and    corif^quently 
thofe  0Ï  Holland  to  be  brought  into  their  countries^ 
yet  each  of  thofe  companies  in  the  fmall  compafs' 
of  our  Europe  had  driven  a  greater  trade  than  the 
whole  Ea(l- India  company  now  drives  to  the  in- 
comparably  greater,   mightier  and    richer  Afia, 

both 


i6o  l'he  Nee  ejjky  of  clearing      Part  II. 

both  in  goods  and  money.  For  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  the  free  Eafiern  trade  alone,  the 
herring-fifhing  alone,  and  the  French  trade  alone, 
produce  ten  times  more  profit  to  the  ftate,  and  the 
commonalty  of  Holland^  than  twelve  or  fixteen  (hips 
which  yearly  fail  from  Holland  to  the  Eajl-Indies 
do  now  yield  to  the  ftate,  and  the  inhabitants. 

And  as  to  the  adminiftration  and  care  of  our  ad- 
miralties with  refpeél  to  the  fea,  after  the  expiration 
^^,^  ^  '^'   of  the  truce,  and  during  the  life  of  prince  Maurice^ 
hifl.         a  million  of  florins  was  raifed  for  the  year  1623, 
and  Ó00000  for  1624,  by  extraordinary  fubfidies, 
Jndyet     with  admiralty  and  convoy-money,  and  produtl  of 
loaded  the  cuftoms,  which  Were  again  levied  as  in  the  year 
(ommo-       I  5q^^     With  thefe  aids  they  fitted  out  fhips  of  war, 
Holland    ord^ing  fome  to  lie  before  the  Flemijb  havens,  and 
more  than  Others  to  convoy  our  merchantmen  to  the  eaftward 
enjer  with  ^^^^  wcftward  '.  yet  fuch  was  the  management,  that 
gxtraordt-  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^p  ^^^  Came  oftcn  fo  late  before  thofe 
Tdrnfor   havens,  that  the  enemy*s  fhips  were  put  out  to  fea 
fcouring     before  their  arrival ;  or  elfe  to  avoid  the  ufual  ftorms 
thefeasf    of  autumn,  or  to  be  revidualled,  left  the  FlemiJJj 
as  much    ^^^^  ^^  early,  that  commonly  before,  or  at  leaft  in 
teforl    ^^  ^^''^  winter,  the  enemy  with  many  of  their  fhips 
of  war,  would  go  out  fometimes  by  night,  or  even 
SeeWai-   ^^  day-light  in  fight  of  our  fhips,  and  confidence 
f^ifl^         of  their  better  failing,  or  of  our  captain's  negligence 
or  cowardice ;    and  not  only  got  ten  times  more 
booty  from  our  merchant  fliips,  than  our  captors  and 
fhips  of  war  could  take  from  the  enemy,  but  alfo 
fometimes  would  take,  or  put  to  flight,  our  fhips 
that  were  appointed  for  guards  and  convoys. 

All  which  lofleswere  not  attributed  to  the  deputies 
of  the  generality,  and  the  admiral-general,  who, 
after  the  death  oith^  Heer  Opdam,  lieutenant-admiral 
o{  Holland^  which  happened  St'/J/ê-w^^r  1623,  till 
June  1625,  when  young  TyUliam  oï  Najfau  was 
chofen,  had  put  all  the  naval  power  of  Holland 

under 
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under   the   command   of  the  Zealand  lieutenant- 
admiral  Hautain ;  nor  was  it  imputed  to  the  pro- 
vinces who  were  deficient,  or  backward  in  bringing 
in  the  money  they  had  confented  to  give,  by  which 
means  the  fhips  defigned  for  the  fervice  were  either  Aitzma, 
delayed,  or  not  fitted  out  at  all  j  but  the  blame  was;>.  780. 
wholly  laid  at  the  door  of  the  adm.iralcy's  diforderly 
management  and  negligence.     So  that  thereupon  a 
regulation  was  made  in  the  year  1624,    but  wich  This  nuas 
little  fuccefs ;    for  prince  Maurice  dying  in  April  "'°^^  ^'^^- 
1625,  and  prince  Henryhtmg  haftily  chofen  captain-  ^"^-^ 
admiral-general,  arid  ftadtholder  of  Holland^  Zea-  lad  the 
land^  &c.  we  foon  faw  that  he  concerned  himfelf  a<^/«7://- 
little  in  hufbanding:  the  treafure,  or  providins  for  tration  of 
a  free  and  open  navigation,  in  which  the  welfare  of    ■'^ 
Holland  confifts. 

And  now  that  the  reader  may  fee  what  ground 
there  was  for  that  afTertion,    which  fome  of  our 
writers  have  delivered  as  a  known  truth,  vi'z..  that 
the  faid  prince  Henry  during  the  whole  time  of  his  ^J''*^"^- 
government,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  endeavoured  ^l^J^g„f 
to  exhauft  the  treafure  of  Holland^  and  by  the  bur- ƒ,.  58. 
den  of  her  debts  to  break  her  back  :  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  reprefent  in  fhort  from  authors  of  credit 
what  was  done  and  fuffered  in  this  matter  to  the 
year  1632,  and  fo  forward  to  the  time  of  our  peace 
with  Spain,  and  the  deceafe  of  the  faid  prince  Henry. 
The   treafure  and  power  of  Spain  was,  by  the  See  the 
chargeable  fieges  of  Bergen  op  Zoom  and  Breda,  petition  of 
and  efpecially  by  our  vigorous  carrying  on  the  war  t^ j-     ^\ 
againft  him  by  onvWeJi- India  company,  who  gready  p      ^^ 
annoyed iiim  in  thofe  parts,  fo  broken  and  exhaulled,  1668. 
that  fince  that  time  he  has  not  been  able  to  carry  on 
an  offenfive  war  againft  us ;  and  therefore  year  after 
year  ferioufly  and  really  made  offers  to  thefe  United 
Netherlands  of  a  peace,  very  honourable  for  this 
ftate,  and  neceffiiry  for  our  trading  inhabitants,  as 
well  as  defired  by  all  the  reft.     But  thofe  offers  were 

M  as 
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AitzmaV  as  often  rejeftcd  by  the  deputies  of  the  generality  at 

treaty  of  ^^  inftlgation  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  in  their 

mdCs  hill,  room  our   taxes  were  continually  increaled   with 

■p.  637.  prince  Henry\  government,  both  by  the  addition 

i*;;.  Henry  of  foldiery,  and  other  wife  by  his  ill  hufbandry,  from 

ohjitnately  ^2  milHons  ^4^840  guilders, to  i/;  millions  422800 

continued  -ij  j-        ^  I-.-  r     u  -i-     c 

the  ivar     g^""^^^»  according  to  a  petition  or  the  council  or 
beyond       ^^^^  i"  the  year  1626,  and  were  fucceffively  granted 
Holland'^  year  after  year,  rather  more  than  lefs, 
nbdity.  ^pij  tj-jQ»  Holland  alone  bore  of  this  charge  58 

va.T^^'    p^T   I  op,    and   by  thefe  heavy    burdens,    and   ill 
hufb-indry,  our  treafury  from  the  expiration  of  the 
truce  to  the  year  1632,  was  found  to  b^  ^§  millions 
H  lla^  d    ^"  ^^^^^^ '  yet  nothing  at  all  was  done  for  the  benefit 
tuas  in      of  the  inhabitants  of  that  province  thus  needlefsly 
//^^7jf/z;v  and  purpofely  opprelTed  beyond  their  abilities  by 
£i/ier  his    their  unnecelTary  ofFenfive  field-armies  :  unlels  they 
«;»/«/ƒ-    QQ^i^  believe  that  it  was  very  advantageous  to  them 
millions  in  ^^^^  Oldenfeel  was  taken  that  fime  year,  Grol  m 
arrears.     1 62  7,  and  in  the  year  1628  many  chargeable  for- 
tifications were  made  about  Bergen  op  Zoom,  and 
Steenbergen:  and  that  thereupon,  in  idi^^BoiJleduc 
was  taken  for  the  ftate,  and  IVeefel  for  the  eledor 
OÏ Brandenburg;    for  which  our  country  fmarted 
feverely,  by  the  Spaniards  falling  in,  and  plundering 
in  and  about  the  Vehiwe  •,  add  to  this,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  continued  high  demands  for  money  to 
carry  on  the  war  in  the  year  1630,  our  foldiery 
ftirred  not  out  of  their  garrifons  -,  and  that  in  the 
year  163 1,  we  got  nothing  by  a  chargeable  attempt 
upon  Flanders  but  difgrace,  which  neverthelefs  was 
fomewhat  leflened  by  the  unfuccefsful  fhallop-defign 
of  the  Spaniard  upon  Zealand.     And  laftly,  thafi  in 
the  year  iG^i^Ruremond,  Venlo  and  Maefiricht  were 
taken  from  the  enemy,  more  by  count  Htnry  Van- 
den  BergJj^  means,  than  the  condu(ft  of  the  prince 
of  Orange, 
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In  the  mean  time  moft  of  the  provinces  except  Aitzma, 
Holland  were  fo  backward  in  con  fen  ting  to  con  tri-  ^''J^-  P^i' 
bute  money,  and    the  charges   were   fo   enlarged  ^^^* 
above  what  was  confented  to  be  given,    that  the 
council  of  ftate  in  their  petition  complained  yearly 
on  behalf  of  their  honed  creditors,  who  had  trufted 
them  for  three  or  four  years,  that  they  became  fo 
troublefom  and  importunate,  that  thofe  counfellors 
were  hardly  fafe  in  their  own  houfes ;    and  that  all 
things  neceflary  for  the  publiek  fervice,  might  be 
bought  or  made  for  the  i  or  f  part   cheaper,   if 
ready  money  were  paid  ;   and  that  alio  for  want  of 
pay,    the  captains,    who  had  really  ^,    yea  \  lefs 
number  of  foldiers  in  fervice  than  were  paid  for, 
muft  be  connived  at. 

During  all  which  confufions  by  land,  the  mari- 
time affairs  were  carried  on  after  the  following  man- 
mer,    Firft,  concerning  the  treafury,  the  admiralties  •S'^^/^c/J 
did  in  the  year  1625,  petition  for  600000  guilders  j^'^'^^'f*^''^ 
for  the  year  1626,   800000  guilders ;  for  the  1^"^^  Jema^ds^ 
1627,   1 000000  guilders-,  and  for  the  years  1628, //z  Aitz- 
1629,  1630,  163 1,  1632,  yearly  and  fucceffively,  ma'j /^//?. 
two  millions  of  guilders  extraordinary  fubfidies.for 
guarding  the  feas.     And  moreover,  the  dates  ^t- ^fid the 
neral  deviated  fo  far  in  the  years  162^  and  1621,^     '^''  ., 

r  1  ,  ,       ■       .  ^  -^       ,        .    r     '  tants  paid 

irom  the  true  grounds  and  maxims  or  maintaining  ^;^^^yyj^^_ 
trade  and  navigation,  that  they  did  not  only  zou-  fidies.  See 
fiderably  raife  the  duties  of  convoy  and  cuftoms,  theparti- 
ordering  the  fourth  part  of  them  to  be  farmed  out  <:"^^>'pj^' 
to  thofe  that  bid  moft,  'and  confequently,  as  much  ^^^  YJ^  ^p 
as  in  them  lay,  made  all  trafïick  and  navigation  the  fiatel 
fubjc6t  to  thofe  innumerable  and  unimaginable  vexa-^^?.wö'. 
tions  of  farmers.     But  befides,  in  the  front  of  their 
placaet  they  roundly  declared,  that  of  all  the  publiek 
revenues,  the  convoy   and  cuftoms  were  the  moft\ 
tolerable  and  leaft  hurtful,  that  are  laid  on  goods 
imported  and  exported  ;  v/hereas  the  rates  then  im- 
poied,  and  yet  in  force,  are  known  to  be  the  moft 
M  2  intolerable. 
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intolerable,  and  for  the  country  the  moft  prejudicial 

of  all  the  revenues  of  Rolland^  as  has  been  already 

fhewn  in  our  23d  chapter  of  part  I. 

All  which  convoys  and  cuftoms  fo  augmented, 

produced  yearly,  as  by  example  in  the  year  162  8, 

guilders. 
To  the  admiralty  of  Rotterdafn,  — •    330737 

yimjlerdatn^ ^03659 

The  northern  quarter,  '  —    125000 

1259396 

Zealand^ 329367 

All  charges  incident  to  thole  colleges  and  — — - 
their  offices  deduded 1588763 

But  the  admiralty  of  Frie/land^  bearing  the  .yearly 
charges  of  the  college,  and  watching,  fell  fhort, 
with  all  its  revenue,  twelve  thoufand  guilders,  which 
were  to  be  made  good  out  of  the  extraordinary 
fubfidies:  and  therefore  they  not  fending  Ihips  to 
Tea,  thofe  provinces  of  Friejland  and  Groeningen^ 
~  with  the  inland  provinces,  became  very  unwilling 

to  confent  to  the  fubfidies,  very  backward  in  bring- 
ing them  in,  and  always  very  flowly. 

Moreover  in  the  year   1625,   on  the  24th  of 
June,    all    fhips   failing    to    the    Mediteraneany 
Seethe      ^gre    by    placaet    commanded    to    pay    fixteen 
//«r«f/      'ftivers   per    laft    every  voyage    to    the    benefit 
thofe         of  the  agents  in  the  Levant,  which  in  the  year  1630 
years.        was  raifed  to  twenty  ftivers-,  and  fucceffively  in  the 
years   1625,    1627,    1628,    1629,    1630,    1632, 
the  arming  and  manning  of  (hips  failing  for  mer- 
chandize or  filhing  was  from  time  to  time  charged 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  theie  countries  by  placaets. 
And  yet         But  to  look  further,  and  enquire  what  hath  been 
:he  feas     done  with  great  fubfidies  and  taxes  (which  opprefled 
m-uer  the  ^\\  ^\^q  inhabitants  of  Holland,  and  efpecially  the 
*cl7'reJ     merchants)  for  the  benefit  of  free  navigation  :   ib 
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fooii  as  prince  Henry  was  made  admiral-general,  he 
placed   and  appointed   young  JVtlliam  of  Najfau 
Heer  van  de  Lek  his  lieutenant-admiral  of  Holland ; 
who  was  likewife  obliged  to  ferve  as  colonel  in  the 
war  by  land,  and  went  very  little  to  Tea,  till  in 
Auguft  1627,  when  he  was  killed  by  a  Ihot  before 
Grol.     And  inftead  of  defending  our  merchantmen 
and  fifhers,  the  lieutenant  admiral  oï Zealandy  Hau- 
fain,  was  fent  with  twenty-two  fail  of  fhips  anno 
1625,  to  reduce  our  proteflant  brethren  of  Roebel  Waffen&r 
under    the   obedience    of   the   king    of  France ;  P"5-  ^7- 
and  at  the  fame  two  fliips  of  war  only  were  allowed 
to  fecure  one  thoufand  buITes  in  their  fifhing.    Be-  lb.  /.  S6. 
fides  as  to  trade,  the  feas  were  more  infefted  than 
ever :    for  fix  Dunkirk  fliips  of  war  meeting  our 
fleet  which  came  from  the  northward  in  June,  anno 
1625,  without  convoy,  drove  them  back  to  Nor- 
way, and  having  taken  two  Eajlland,  and  three 
other  fliips,  came  all  fix  to  an  anchor  before  the 
Texel,  and  lay  there  a  long  time,  as  our  fliips  ufed 
to  lie  before  Dunkirk,  taking  all  vefTels  that  came 
in,  or  failed  our ;  which  caufed  fuch  a  confl:ernation 
among  our  people,  that  none  durft  venture  to  fea. 
And  foon  after  the  departure  of  thefe  Dnnkirkcrs^ 
arrived  happily  eight  northern  and  eaftland  mer- 
chant fliips,  with  one  convoy  only. 

Again,  in  the  fame  year  1625.  after  our  fliips 
of  war  were  withdrawn  from  the  Flemijlo  coaft,  and 
come  into  harbour,  the  Dunkirk  fliips  fteered  di- 
redtly  away  to  our  fifliers,  as  knowing  they  were 
provided  but  with  two  convoyers  *,  and  fcattered 
our  bulTcs,  taking  and  finking  many  of  rhem  :  by 
which  accident  thofe  of  Enchuyjen  alone  loft  at  the 
leaft  100,  and  other  places  in  proportion  ;  and  at 
leaft  150  mafters  and  mites  of  thofe  bufles  were 
made  prifoners,  and  carried  to  Flanders.  So  than 
the  diredors  of  that  great  fifliery  obferving  from 
time  to  time  how  litde  the  fecuring  of  their  liveli^ 
M  3  hood 
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The  direc'  hood  was  regarded,  foon  after  refolved  at  their 
*'"'^  ^il^  °^"  charge,  to  fet  out  feven  great  and  well-arm'd 
^erymceffi'  ^^P^  °^  ^^^'  ^^^  ^°  P"^  t\\z^:vi  all  Under  their  own 
tated  to  commander  of  the  bulTcs  ;  of  which  feven  thofe  of 
frowde  Enchuyfen  were  to  (tt  out  and  pay  4,  and  the  buls- 
convoys  at  owners  about  the  Mat'fe  three,  that  they  might  fifh 
chane^"  ''^  vi\'or!i  fafety  under  their  guard,  feeing  the  chief 
trade  of  the  land,  viz.  fifliing,   was  neglefted. 

And  to  the  end  the  depiKies  of  the  generality  and 
Prince  Henry  might  not  always  feem  to  negle6t 
the  fea,  it  was  refolved  that  they  would  fet  forth 
for  the  year  1626,  thirty  well  appointed  fh ips  of 
war,  and  fet  a  reward  for  the  taking  and  deftroying 
Aitzma'j  of  any  fhip  of  war  belonging  to  the  enemy,  being 
-^'^j  P-      of  100  or  more  laft,  the  fum  of  guilders  —  30000 

From  70  to  100 20000 

50  to  70 15000 

50  to  30 1 0000 

30  to  20 8000 


204. 


Mounted  with  four  guns  of  20  lafts  or 
under. 


i   4000 


^bid.  p.         'Twas  alfo  refolved  to  put  the  law  in  execution, 

96.  the      ti^^j.  commands  the  men  of  Diaikirk  to  be  thrown 

^leral^^'    o^er-board.     But  thofe   provinces   that  were  lead 

"Mtththe    concerned   in  fecuring  the  feus,   remaining   back- 

fr;nce  of    ward  In   bringing   in    the    money   neceilary    for 

Orange,    (-{^g    f^^^^   equipage   and    rewards,  and  the   ftates 

rejj  V  <,  to  prgj^g^.^1  having:  deprived  the  admiralties  of  a  great 

board  all  P'^J't  ol"  their  revenucs,  by  prohibiting   the  impor- 

our  ene-     tation   of  fome  goods,  and  yet  on  the  other   fide 

mies  at      requiring  to  fet  forth  a  greater  rtrength  to  fea   than 

«*'>'«•      ordinary,  with  the  profufenefs  of  prince  Henry  as 

captain  and  admiral  general,  there  arofe  in  all  the 

colleges  of  the  generality,  and   efpecially  in    the 

admiralties,  an  arrear  of  two  millions  five  hundred 

and  eight  thoufand  and  fifteen   guilders  running  on 

at    interefr,  befides   three   millions   nine   hundred 

twenty 
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twenty  and  three  thoufand  two  hundred  ninety  and 
five  guilders  in  debts ;  which  caufed   the  feamen, 
who  not  getting  their  wages,  were  necellitated  to 
lei  I  their  debentures  at  very  low  rates,  with   many 
of  our  mariners  who  were  not  able  to  live  for  wane 
of  pay,    and  therefore  not  willing  to  ferve   here 
any  longer,  to  go  over  to   the  Dunkirkers  and  fail 
with  them  upon  free-booting.     And  our  fleet  under 
the  admiral  of  Zealand y  Jonker  Philips  van  Dorpy 
came  not  before  the  Schuurtjcn  of  Dunkirk   upon 
the  watch  till  about  the  month  of  y^/)»,  when  mod 
of  their  men  of  war  were  gone  out  to  fea,  and  ac- 
cording to  their  old  cuflom,  had    taken   many  of 
our  merchant  fhips,  and  very  many  bufles,   which 
they  funk  and  burnt ;  infomuch  that  all  that  could 
eicape,  fled   for  fafety  to  to  the  Englifh  harbours. 
And  our  doggers  of  the  Maefe   hearing   that   the  Which 
Dunkirk  capers  threw  over- board   all    the    men  oï pronged 
the  merchant  fnips  and  fifliing  velfcls  which  they  ^^"g"'°^^ 
took,  in  revenge  of  what  we  had   done  by  their  °,.°'ajid   ' 
men,  durfl:  not  go  to  fea  to  follow  their  occupa-  merchant- 
tions.  f'len. 

And  notwithftanding  Van  Dorp  lay  with  the 
fleet  before  Dunkirk,  many  fmall  frigats  and  flial- 
lops  failed  out  for  prize  j  fo  that  at  laft  in  Otlober 
that  year,  young  PVilliam  of  NaJJau,  as  lieutenant- 
admiral  of  Holland,  was  charged  to  keep  that  poft: 
which  he  performed  till  December  following,  but 
no  better  than  Van  Dorp  had  done.  And  as  to  our 
cruifers  and  other  convoyers,  it  is  obfervable  that 
we  do  not  know  that  they  ever  took  any  one  of 
the  twelve  new  built  king's  fliips  of  Dunkirk,  pre- 
tending they  were  better  fiilers',  which  is  altogether 
incredibtc,  for  our  fhips  from  time  to  time  could 
take  fhips  of  lefs  force,  and  better  failers,  and  throw 
their  men  over-board  :  whereas  on  the  other  fide 
the  Dunkirkers,  as  well  before  as  fince,  fighting 
Icveral  of  our  fnips    of  war,  forced  our  captains, 

M  4  after 
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^he  in/eft-  afcer  quarter  promis'd,  to  furrender  themfelves,     So 
ins  of  the  j.^^^  jj.  jg  rather  to  b^  believed,  that  our  admirals 
c^edcd       ^"'^  fea-captains,  fearing  much   more  the  Dunkirk 
from  our    A^ips  of  War,  and  their  requital  of  throwing  them 
felves.       over- board,  rather  than  our  remifs  juftice  for  the 
negle*5t  of  their  duties,  fought  not  out  thofe  Dun- 
kirkers   but  where   they  were   not  to  be    found. 
However  it  is  true,  that  they  did  commonly,  as 
well  heretofore  as  afterwards,  and  particularly  in 
this  year  1626,  come  to  the  affiftance  of  the  mer- 
chantmen and  filhers,  when  'twas  too  late.     Where- 
fore John  Vande  Sande  in  his  hiftory  fays,  that  the 
fea-captains  kept  themfelves  ufually  on  the  rivers 
where  no  enemy  came,  and  fled  from  thofe   they 
met:  fo  that  the  council  of  ftate,  in    their  petitio- 
nary demand  of  fupply  for  the   following  year, 
declared,  "  that  the  poor  people  are  hence  forward 
*'  afraid  -to  go  to  fea  to  follow  their  callings,    the 
*'  throwing  them  over- board  making  a  great  cry 
*'  and  alteration  among  thofe  that  earn  their  bread 
««  fo  hardly  at  fea.'* 

And  tho*  it  be  true,  that  the  grcateft  part  of  all 
The  enemy  thefe  hardfhips  of  our  inhabitants  was  caufed 
^"/^^       by  the   ill   eovernment   of   the   deputies   of  the 

refohedtoZ^^'^^^^^^y^  ^"^  t^^  prince  of  Orange^  who 
(aft  our  ufed  the  power  of  thefe  countries  to  make  new 
fj'hers  and  conquefts,  not  to  defend  trade  and  navigation  ; 
merchant-  ^^^  y^^  ^s  if  we  had  been  the  only  mafters  at  fea, 
hoard  ^^^  3,nd  had  no  Unarmed  Ih  ipsa  broad,  nor  the  Dunkirkers 
p'vequar-  any  Ihips  of  defence,  we  followed  thofe  incredibly 
ter  to  our  fooHfh  councils,of  rcfolviog  to  throw  over-board  all 
^tpj  of  Dunkirkcrs  taken  at  fea  in  fhips  of  war :  whereas  on 
the  contrary,  the  Flemings  ufed  very  prudent  max- 
ims about  this  matter,  namely  to  throw  the  men 
of  undefenfible  veflels  over-board,  and  to  give 
quarter  to  our  armed  fhips  of  war.  Neverthelefs 
none  dared  to  complain  of  this  evil  government  of 
the  ftates  general,  and   the  prince  of  Orange,  no 

not 


Kvar. 
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not  even  of  young  fViiliam  o^  N^Jfau.     *But  the  Sf^  f^^e  pe- 
pigs  were  fain  to  pay  for  the   fow's  offence  -,  and  '''""^  °f 
therefore  upon  the  ill  condud  of  the  admiralties,  ^J  '^ióTq. 
and  efpecially  of  the   college  of  Rotterdam^  ^^^  <r ' 
Heeren  Berk,  Vander  Maft,  Segwaars,  Verheuel,  ^l^^""^ 
Nicolai,  Vroefen,  and  Duifhuyfen,  who  had  done  „aity, 
no  more  than  what  was   in  mode  during  prince  yoOT^£/'/>5^ 
Henry*s,  waftful  adminiftration  in  all  the  colleges,  admiralty 
efpecially  that  of  the  generality,  were  neverthelefs '^^,y"'  , 
declared  infamous  by  judges  delegated  for  that  end,  „^^  J^. 
and  condemned  in  great  fines  to  allay  the  difcontent  ders  given 
of  the  multitude.     The  dates  general  alfo  declared,  ""f- 
that  the  following  year  they  would   fet   out  more 
Ihips  of  war  in  order  to  clear  the  feas  ;  and  would 
make  the  people  to  believe,  that  a  competent  num-  Aitzma  (f 
ber  of  fhips  fhouldlie  on  the  watch  before  Dunkirk,  tj^^r'^^» 
to  prevent   the  coming  out  of  thofe  lliips,  while    '    '  ^' 
another    number  fhould   lie   between  Dover  and 
Calais,  and  another  at  the  Schager  Rif,  to  watch 
and  prevent  all  fea-robbers  failing  to  the  Spani/b 
fea,  or  to  the  northward.     And  befidcs  all  thefe, 
another  number  of  our  fhips  of  war  fhould  cruife  in 
the  narrow  part  of  the  north  fea  -,  fo  that  the  enemy 
fhould  not  be  able  by  any  means  to  interrupt  or 
difturb  our  navigation. 

But  becaufe  no  better  order  was  fettled  about  the 
affairs  of  juftice,  nor  any  thing  determined  about 
the  finances,  from  whence  the  payment  of  the  new 
appointed  rewards   for   taking   of  enemy's  fhips 
fhould  proceed,  nor   any  of  our  maritime  affairs 
better  managed  than  formerly ;  the   hopes  of  the 
too  credulous  commonalty  foon  vanifhed,  efpecially  ^JJ^-,^" 
when  the  Dunkirkers  in  the  year  1627,  infefled  us  becaufe 
again  before  our  fea- port  towns,  and  took  as  many  tkeynvould 
prizes  as  formerly,  feizing  feveral  bufTcs,  and  two  «"'  ^''^'^^ 
of  the   buffes   convoyers,    whilft  young  IVilliam  ij^'^Lip/es 
admiral   of  Holland  was  killed  before  Grol,  and  infea-af 

Jonker  fairs. 
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Jonker  Pkilip  van  Dorp  lieutenant  admiral  of  !^ea- 
land  cruifed  at  fea,  and  none  of  our  fhips  before 
Dunkirk  to  keep  in  their  capers ; .  wiio  coming  to 
lie  on  our  coaft  about  the  'Texel^  the  Maefe^  and 
Zealand^  fwept  away  all,  together  with  the  fliip 
of  captain  Ba^yn^  who  heretofore  on  many  occafion^ 
had  behaved  himfelf  bravely  and  valiantly,  and 
from  a  cloth-worker  was  by  degrees  pre-'-erred  to 
the  honour  of  havinerthe  command  of  one  of  our 
bell  fhips  of  war  :  but  now  finding  himfelf  alone  in 
the  midft  of  fourteen  of  the  enemies  fnips  of  war, 
he  yielded  his  new  and  well  appointed  fhip  without 
making  one  fliot. 
Waffenar,  'Yht  politicians  of  thofe  times  judged,  "  That 
f-  31- ^«   tc  j}^g  trade  of  thefe  countries  was  neve,r  fince  the 

that  year,  .      ,,     . , ,  , .  •  r       n       •  i  j  '  j 

Wf-    b     "  truce  m  lo  ill  a  condition  :  ror  hpainzQwiKi  do  no 
th'efe  com.^^  good ;   Pör/?(g-<^/ was  without  trade  j  France  by 
tries         "  the  king's  edióts  was  fhut  up ;  England  detained 
nvere ^       c<  ^XX  lliipsthat  pafTed  the  channel,  and  feized  fixty 
reducd      „  ^^  eighty  tuns  of  gold   belonging  to   the  tree 
ecuer  fince  "  Netherlander^ :    the  rivers  of  IVefer  or    Elve^ 
the  truce.   •'  'Trave^  Oder,  and   IViJfel,  were  fo  infefted  and 
"  block'd    by   the  DaniJJo  and   Swedijh  fliips   of 
"  war,  that  little  or  no  trade  could  be  driven  with 
*'  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  Lubeck,  'Stetip,  and  Dant- 
**  zick  ;  and  the  north  fea  was  render'd  impraéli-  • 
*'  cable  by  the  Dunkirkers.     By  v/hich  means  the 
commonalty  were  as  much  diifatisfied  as  ever,  when  , 
our  fliips  of  war  cair.e  in  and  had  done  no;hing  j  • 
infomuch  ihac  thofe  oï Flujhing  fell  into  a  mutiny, 
and  at  T'er'veer  threw  ftones  at  lieutenant  admiral 
Van  Dorp.     So   to  paciiy  the  people,  they   were 
neceffi  ated  to  fine  the  pigs  once  again  j  and  fome 
fea-captains  were  difmifs'd,  and  poor  captain  Bagyn 
having  no  friends  at  court,  fiimmo  jure,  loll  his 
head. 

In  the  year  1628,  for  the  greater  fafety  of  our 
navigation,  three  vice-^jdmirals  were  created  in  liol- 

land ; 
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land 't  who  neverthelefs  were  to  be  commanded  hy  So  t^e 
the  lieutenant-admiral  of  Zealand.     But  iht  Dun- Jl^['^^  °f 
kirkers,  according  to  their  old  cuftom,  feized  many  ^l^r^j 
Strait  fhips,  with  other  merchant- men,  and  at  two  f^^if.  ^d- 
feveral  times  took  34  bufTes,  tho*  lieutenant  admiral  miral. 
Van  Dorp  with  a  fquadron  often  fhips  had  lain  ten  AitzmaV 
weeks  upon  the  coaft  of  England  without  hearing  ^^  '^  ^  9* 
of  an  enemy,  and  our  coaft  fhips  and  cruifers  were    '' 
Jikewife  at  fea.     Which  the  ftates  of  Holland  took 
fo  ill,  that  they  difmifled  Philips  van  Dorp  at  his  Lib.  8.  p. 
return   without  a  hearing.     The  council   of  ftate  ^^7- 
had  alfo  fenta  letter  in  yf/>n/of  the  fame  year  to  the 
provinces,  complaining  of  the  coniulions  in  the 
"  publiek  revenues,  which    was  the  caufe  oï  i\iQ  Jnd  the 
'*  arrears  due  to  the  military  forces  both  by  fea  and  <^o^"cilof 
"  land  ;  and  that  the  revenues   and  charo-es  of  the^f' ^  "^' 
*'  country  were  not  duly  conndered  and  weighed  ^y-j.  ^Qj,f^, 
"  one  againft  the  other:  that  diforders  increafed/0/:  ö/^/ï/- 
*'  more  and  more-,  that  the  credit  of  the  country /'«"^• 
'*  was  daily  finking;  that  the  foldiery  was   muti- 
.  '*  nous    and   difobedient,    and   that   all    mijicary 
*'  difcipline  and  juftice   were  trodden  under  foot, 

Thefe    proceedings  were  taken  very  ill  by  the  Both 
deputies  of  the  generality  and  the  prince  :  and  Heer  '^'^"'"^ 
Van  Dorp  was  ft  ill  continued    in  the  land    fervice.  ^^^f^ 
Strict  enquiry  was  alfo  made  among  the  counfcllors  Henry 
of  ftate,  to  know  who  they  were  that  durft  be  the  took  'very 
chief '  promoters   of  the  complainiiig  letter  before '^^* 
mentioned  :  and  all  this  was  done  to  deter  others 
from  complaining  againft   the  government  of  the 
deputies  of  the  generality,  and  cfpecially  of  the 
cabinet  lords,  who  together  v/ith  the  prince  look'd 
after  nothing  more  in   this   confufion,  than  their 
own  profit  and  grandeur. 

But  upon  the  continual  complaints  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Amjlerdam  to  their  burgo-mafters,  of 
the  unexpreftible  damages  which  they  fuftained  in 
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their  bodies  and  goods  by  continual  piracies,  and 
the  little  care  taken  of  their  redreis  j  and  the  faid 
burgomafters,  and  council,  made  offers  to  the 
ftates  general  and  prince  of  Orange  to  fet  to  Tea 
ten  or  twelve  men  of  war  well  mann'd  and  fur- 
nifhed,  to  fecure  their  lliipping,  which  (hould 
receive  inftruftions  from  the  ftates  general,  and  a 
commifTioh  from  the  prince  ;  provided  the  money 
difburbed  upon  this  defign  might  be  defalked  from 
the  contribution  of  that  city  \  and  that  no  other 
perfon  might  have  any  power,  or  be  any  way 
concerned  about  that  equipage  and  money  but 
themfelves.  And  tho*  formerly,  under  the  infup- 
portable  government  of  the  earls  of  Holland.^  all 
the  cities  of  that  province  ufed  by  their  own  au- 
thority to  do  the  fame  •,  yet  neverthelefs  this  good 
and  ufeful  offer  was  rejetfled  under  the  prefent 
ftadtholder's  government,  as  if  that  city  would  by 
this  means  obtain  too  great  a  power  at  fea.  Where- 
as on  the  contrary  it  appeared  that  thf^  fea  became 
more  and  more  unnavigated,  becaufe  the  country 
and  cities  which  were  moft  concerned  to  keep  the 
fea  uninfcfled,  had  no  authority  put  into  their 
hands,  as  they  had  under  the  government  of  their 
carls. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  deputies  of  the  genera- 
lity, and  prince  of  Orange.,  might  fhew  their  ufual 
zeal  in  this  affair,  the  articles  for  the  war  at  fea 
were  anno  1629,  infpeóled  and  made  more  fevere. 
A  projed;  alio  of  an  infurance  company  was  brought 
in  ;  according  to  which  all  fhips  outward  and  in- 
ward bound,  fhould  pay  for  iniiirance,  from  one 
to  thirteen  per  cent,  in  proportion  to  the  conveni- 
ency  of  the  fea  ports  to  or  from  which  our  (hips  were 
to  fail ;  and  the  fiid  company  was  to  be  bound  to 
make  good  all  loffes  fuftained.  After  which  Peter 
Hein  v/as  chofen  lieutenant  admiral  of  Holland^ 
who  for  the  redreis  of  maritime  affairs  defired 

n)any 
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many  new  powers  relating  to  the  militia,  jiiftice, 
and  expences  on  board  fliips ;  and  did  not  only 
obtain  thole,  but  alfo  more  authority  than  had  ever 
been  given  to  any  lieutenant  admiral  of  Holland. 

But  he  being  killed  by  a  fhot  two  months  after, 
"whilfl:  with  eight  fhips  he  was  in  purfuit  of  three 
Dunkirkers ;  there  can  be  no  account  given  of  the 
fruits  of  this  new  order,  fave  that  the  charges  were 
increifed,  and  yet  the  feas  remained  as  much  in- 
fefted  as  before.     'Tis  uneafy  to  me  to  enumerate  Em  nvlth- 
the  loffes  fuftained  by  our  poor  inhabitants,  which  ""'  ^»y 
were  fo  exceeding  great,  that  the  ftates  oï Hollandy^°°^  '^^' 
on   the   1 8th  oï  January  1630,    remonftrated  to 
the   ftates    general,  "  That  the  ftrength,  vigour,  Aitzma, 
"  and  reputation  of  this  ftate  by  fea  was  wholly  ^-  '°-/>* 
"  decayed,  and  the  navigation  fignally  diminiflied:  '"'* 
"  that  many  mariners,  for  want  of  care  and  due 
"  defence,    were  gone  over  to  the  enemy,    and 
*'  many  more  taken  and  kept  in  clofe  imprifon- 
»'  menr,  or  cruelly  thrown  into  the  fea  :  and  that 
"  the  faid  ftates  of  Holland^,  to  prevent  fuch  mif-  ^^  '^'"' 
*'  chiefs  for  the  future,    had  refolved,    and  now  J^^^^^J^^j 
*'  fignified  to  the  other  provinces,  that  they  would  mo-oed 
"  from  this  time  take  as  little  care  for  the  pay-  that  they 
"  ment  of  the  land  forces  that  were  gariionM  in  '^'^o^^'^P^fi' 
**  the  frontier  cities  out  of  their  province,  as  they  ^^!^/j7«a- 
"  obferved  was  taken  about  the  conduót  and  affairs  neceffary 
"  of  the  fea."  land- 

But  the  ftates  of  Holland  were  under  that  awe->^''^"'  '^^^ 
and  dread  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  the  depu-  ^gl^^j^g 
ties  of  the  generality,  that  they  durft  not  deny  ov  fea  dear. 
detain  their  part  of  the  publiek  contributions  to  be 
imployed  in  fecuring  the  feas ;  and  fo  nothing  was 
done  but  a  little  duft  thrown  into  the  eyes  of  the 
poor  innocent  inhabitants  of  HoUand :  for  the  ftates 
and  the  prince  fent  letters  with  their  decrees  about 
that  atfair  to  the  other  provinces.     But  our  want 
of  payment,  and  the  dilbrders  about  the  mariners, 

and 
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Aitzma,    and  negleóling  the  guard  of  the  feas  ftill  continued, 
-S.  II.  ^-  and  increafed  in  the  year  1631.     For  though  the 
^^^'        ftates  general  had  granted,  that  the  burgomafters 
and  maglftrates  of  the  cities  of  Amderdam,  Horny 
Suchjhlp-  Enchuyfen^    Edam^    Medenhlick^    Harlingen,   &c. 
ping  as      fhould  chufe  certain  directors,  who  might'colleét 
failed       qP  ^]j  fhips  and  goods  laijing  to  the  eaftward  or 
^^ard  and^^^'^'^y-*  ^^^  half  p(?r  Cent,  and  returning  from  the 
eafi-v.-ard,  fame,  One  ^er  cent,  td  enable  them  to  fet  out  fome 
had  con-    extraordinary  convoys  to  kcure  the  trade  of  the 
vejspaid  j^—^  countries.     Yet  this  impofition  produced  only 
fehe^'but  ^  P^^^  ^^^  ^^^  expected  fruit,  chiefly  becaufe  the 
notivith-  diredors  were  in  all  weighty  matters  of  the  militia, 
out  hard   jtiftice,  and  prizes  taken,  to  be  wholly  fubjed  to 
conditions,  ^j-j^  prince  of  Orange^  and  the  refpeélive  admiral- 
Ibid./r.     ties,    depending  on  their  orders  and  judgments. 
35°-         And  the  deputies  of  the  generality  continuing  to 
"j"/!     ^advance  the  prince's  grandeur,    and   their  own, 
the  gene-    Hiore  than  the  welfare  of  Holland,  refolved  in  the 
rality  de-   name  of  the  ftates  general,  to  equip,   over  and 
wZ-LiV/Z-^  above  the  ufual  number,  35  fhips  of  war,  and  10 
aiithority   y^^^^j^fg  ^q  He  upou  the  Flcmifh  havens,  and  to  cruife 
/!&//S7of^"^  keep  the  north  fea  clear  of  D^«^/r/è  robbers. 
//•.Henry.  And  that  they  might  with  more  certainty  perform' 
this  (as  they  pretended)  they  brought  all  the  faid 
fhips  under  one  head,  and  put  them  under  the  di- 
re<fiion  and  orders  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  with- 
out obliging  them  to  obey  the  commands  of  any 
other  :  they  ordered  them  to  be  paid  by  him,  and 
that  all  money  neceflfarv  for  wages,  rewards,  and 
provifions,  fhould   be   brought    to  the  Hague  in 
fpecie.     And  to  the  end  that  during  the  fummer- 
feafon  thefe  fhips  might  be  kept  in  continual  adion^ 
the  rcfpeftive  colleges  of  the  admiralties  oï  Hollandy 
Zealand  and  Friejland,  fhould  by  turns  keep  one 
of  their  commilTioners  at  Hehoetjluys,  in  order  to 
hold  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  the  prince,  and 
the  prince's  commander  on  the  coaft,  as  occafion 

fhould 


Chap.  I.       the  Seas  from  Pirates,'^  ij^ 

fnould  require,  touching  the  vidualling  and  re- 
pairing of  the  faid  fliips ;  and  the  commiffioners  of 
the  admiralty  were  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  kail 
with  the  difpofal  of  the  faid  fliips. 

And  this  went  fo  far,  that  vice-admiral  Liefheb-  i\^i^ 
her,  inftead  of  going  to  cruife,  having  convoy*d/.  360.     • 
feme  merchant  fliips  out  of  the  channel,  tho'  by 
order  of  the  admiralty  of  Rotterdam^  was  threat-  fbiJ.  ƒ. 
ncd  to  be  feverely  punifhed  if  for  the  future  he  tol-  ^'^'^' 
lowed  any  other  orders  five  thofe  ol    the  ftates 
general  and  the  prince.     By  this  means  our  coun- 
trymen were  opprefTed,  and  the  Dunkirkers  fo  en-  ^»ti^'em- 
couragcd,  that  they  ventured   to  take  a  merchant  ^"  '^'^"^^ 
fliip  even  from  under  the  cannon  of  Fltijhbig,  and  „,yj.^  ^^.. 
in  the  north  fea  two  of  our  fliips  of  war  ;  and  ^i-  pofcd  to 
terwards  falling  in  among  our  doggers,  took  two  ^'-^  r)un* 
convovers,  befides  the  dosjaers.     So  that  the  infu-  'V'^  ^" 

J  C30  _  than  tbcitt 

ranees  from  Rochel  and  Bourdeaux  rifing  to  8  and 
.10  per  cent,  the  iea  became  ufelefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  countries. 

/     Bernard  Lamp,  liaving  obferved  in  his  hiflory,  H-pncal 
."  That  formerly  a  fmall  number  of  our  fliips  kept  ^7/;^'* 
-*'  the  fea  fo  clear  againfb  all  the  naval  power  of  ^^^  -5^  *. 
•'  the  king  qx  Spain,  that  till  the  year  1612  thefe 
^'*  countries   had    very   few  lolTes,    wonders    that 
*'  all  the  ftates  fliips  of  war,  being  little  lefs  than 
"  an  hundred  fail,  either  could  nor,  or  would  not 
'*  keep  the  feas  clear  of  the  2y^;;yè/V.'^é'ri  only,  ^^^  So  that  our 
*'  the  king's   üiips   were  not  employed   there   in  kipries 
*'  thole  days,   but  fome  particular  owners  iti  owl  doubt nvhe- 
"  for  the  moft  part  fmall  fiiips  for  booty:   and '''^^'*  ^"^'^ 
"  adds  farther,  that  a  few  years  after  that  time,  ^^o-" " ■^'^'^^^ 
"  many  rich  laden  merchant  fnips  were  taken   byy^-^^v;-  ii,g 
*'  the  Dunkirkers,    that   the   lols  was   valued   ix^/easyfor 
"  more  than  one  hundred  tuns  of  gold.  the  prince 

But  if  we  confider  how  great  the  difference  is?  "^JL^^/;  * 
whether  the  care  of  fcouring  the  feas  be  entruifed" 
'to  thofe  who  are  much  concerned  in  huviiig  them 

kept 
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kept  clear,  and  who  on  that  account  will  ufe  the 
beft  of  their  endeavours,  or  be  devolved  on  fuch 
as  are  not  at  all  concerned  in  navigation  •,  we  fhall 
ceafe  to  wonder,  when  fo  much  power  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  fuch  as  were  not  interefted  at  fea,  and 
were  not  a  little  fufpefted  to  fear  and  envy  the 
profperity  and  power  of  Holland^  that  they  did  not 
guard  the  feas  againft  a  few  pirates,  who  for  their 
own  profit  fought  their  booty  where  it  was  to  be 
found. 
Butatla/i      In  the  mean  time,  to  deceive  the  poor  innocent 
fame  pn-   commonalty  once  more,  the  directors  appointed  to 
«ufl/^erj  e-  j^j^g  j,^,.g  of  the  fhippinö;  defmned  to  the  eaftward 
fwaded  by  and  Norway^  were  by  placaet  continued,  and  pri- 
great  re-    vate  fhips  of  war  by  great  rewards  perfuaded  to 
nuards.it  ^^^  ^^^  deftroy  the  enemies  fhips.     Upon  which 
*ho^^eaftk  ^^^^^^  S^^*^  patriots  fitted  out  fhips  for  that  end  ; 
the  nar-    and  this  fmall  ftrength  being  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
row  feas    who  really  intended  to  deflroy  the  enemies  fhips, 
could  be     j[  ^^5  obferved,  efpecially  of  two  fhips  of  Flufhingy 
SeT the     ^^^  ^"^  called  the  Sam/on  mounted  with  24  guns, 
flacaet       loo  feamen,  and  30  foldiers,  and  the  other  called 
book  11  ofi\\t  Flujhing,  mounted  with  22  guns,  100  feamen, 
March      ^^d  3 O  foldiers,  that  they  took  fo  many  of  the 
Ai?zma     enemies  fhips,  and  prifoners,  that  by  their  means 
p.  145/     a  general  releafe  was  thrice  made  on  both  fides, 
the  Dunkirkers  fo  difcouraged  and  weakned,  and 
Jndhythe^j^Q  feas  fo  well  cleared,  that  the  infurances  from 
'InoTmall  ^°'^^^^  ^"^  Bourdeaux  fell  to  three  in  the  hundred. 
"a  fuin^it        ^^^  bccaufe  thcfe  worthy  patriots,  among  whom 
nxjasfeen    Adrian  and  Cornells  Lamfins  were  the  chief,  for 
that  the    ^vant  o'i  Dunkirk  privateers,  could  fight  for  no  more 
^^'  °'^  ^d  ^^^^y^  ■  ^^^  chiefly  by  reafon  of  the  too  flow,  or 
^hl^depu"  refufed   payments  of  the  promifed  rewards,  they 
ties  icWd' fitted  out  no  more  fhips,  and  the  clearing  of  the 
not  keep      fg^s  coming  again  to  depend  on  the  deputies  of  the 
^^^•^?v  generality  and    the  prince  of  Orange^  the  Dun- 
AUzm  /  ^irkers  returned  again  to  fca  as  flrong  in  the  fol- 
146.  lowing 
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lowing  years  as  before,  and  made  it  equally  dan-  Ibid./. 
gerous ;  the  rates  of  infurance  rifing  as  high  as  5'^- 
formerly.  And  it  was  very  obfervable,  that  thu' 
for  the  payment  of  this  fo  neceflary  and  weli-deferved 
reward  only  two  hundred  thoufand  guilders  were 
demanded  yearly  by  the  council  of  Itate,  yet  the 
fame  council,  and  the  ftates  of //<7//^«<i  and  Zeala?id 
jointly,  for  the  year  1643,  before  prince  Htnry*s 
doating  old  age,  could  not  obtain  that  fum  of  rhe 
the  generality  to  pay  the  promifed  reward  to  the 
new  cruizers,  whilft,  for  the  following  years,  until 
our  peace  with  Spain,  the  fime,  or  greater  petitions 
for  money  by  land  and  fea,  were  granted  to  the 
council  of  ftate,  and  confented  to,  and  borne  by 
the  Hollanders.  So  that  Holland,  from  the  year 
,1632,  to  the  year  1647,  was  neceffitated  to  take 
up  fixty-nine  millions,  making,  with  the  foremen- 
tioned  fifty  and  one,  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  gailders  at  intereft,  befides  thirteen  millions 
that  were  to  be  paid  for  current  debts,  that  the 
prince  and  the  deputies  of  the  generality  might  pro- 
ceed in  their  ofFenfive  wars  by  land. 

And  as  if  it  were  not  enough  that  the  good  pco-  jnd  their 
pie  of  thele  countries,  and  the  ftate  of  Holland  itfelf  ill  injlu- 
were  every  way  oppreft  by  land  with  fo   many '^'''^^  ^y^'^"- 
impofts,  taxes,  and  immenfe  fums  of  money  taken  up  ^  ^^fj"  _ 
at  intereft,  as  well  as  by  continual  and  uncxpreflibiy  },Q^^^  fj^g 
great  loffes  by  fea,  the  deputies  of  the  generality,  Well-In-    , 
and  the  prince  of  Orange  likewife  defired,  and  from  dia  com-  - 
time  to  time  very  fubtilly,  and  with  promifes  of^"'^'" 
gratuities  to  the  diredlors  of  the  Wejl-India  company,  5^^  ^j^^  ,.^, 
that  they  would  defift  from  their  trade  which  was  monp-ance 
driven  tor  the  common  benefit  of  the  fubfcribers,  ««'^ ''^■ 
and  which  accordins;  to  their  oath  miofht  not  ceafe,  1^^Pf°^, 
and  would  employ  that  money  for  the  indifpenfible  their char- 
fervice  of  the  country,  by  carrying  on  a  more  vi-  ter,  1668, 
gorous  war  againft  the  king  of  Spain.     And  by/"-  3»  ^> 
>  fuch  powerful  folicitations,  and  artificial  promifes,  ^^' 

N  they 
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they  were  induced  to  make  not  a  merchant-like, 
but  a  prince- 1  ike  war,  and  to  make  thofe  royal 
conquefts  of  Brazil,  Angola,  St.  Thomas,  ècc,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  ftates  general,  and  of  the  prince, 
as  indeed  was  *  at  firft  defigned. 

By  this  means  the  greateft  part  of  their  capital 
(lock  was  confumed  and  embczzeled,  and  the  honeft 
fubfcribers,  with  other  inhabitants  concerned  in  that 
.  company,    loft  above  one    hundred  and  eighteen 
'^he^par^t  mülions  of  guilders :    and  when  the  faid  company 
cipa^ts       afterwards  were  grown  fo  weak,  that  they  could 
poor,  and  no  longer  keep  thofe  vaft  conquefts  by  their  own 
thende-     po^^r^    the  deputies  of  the  generality,    and   the 
{iTm     J.  iucceffive  princes  of  Or^«^^  for  whofe  benefit  thofe 
deLaat'/  Jands   Were  conquered,  meanly   abandoning  their 
Jhortrela-  own  intereft,  fuffered  thefe  excellent  and  vaft  coun- 
tion,  p.      j^jgg  ^Q  jT^ii  into  and  continue  in  the  hands  of  the 
ma  A'q8  falfe  and  treacherous  Portuguefe  ;    whereby  our  in- 
'  habitants  loft    (befides  the  forefaid  vaft  fums)  m 
goods,  chattels,  houfes,  debts,  i^c.    fifty    millions 
of  guilders  more,  and  were  alfo  utterly  excluded 
from  that  advantageous  trade  and  navigation.     But 
to  return  to  the  government  and  conduft  of  publiek 
atfairs  in  our  Netherlands,  I  lay,  that  tho'  Holland 
was  thus  intolerably  oppreft,  and  borne  down,  yet 
Chuft,i7     in  the  year  16:53,  Rynberg  was  taken  ;  and  in  the 
rather  to    year  1634,  Breda  and  Majiricht  were  befieged  in 
keep  up  the  y^jp^  ^nd  our  chargeable  army  lay  a  long  time  in 
Y""''/^      the  Langeftraat.     And   in  the  year  1635,  with  a 
run  ]he      Very  great  army,  and  more  charge,  we  did  nothing 
treafury  of'm  the  field,  only  Tienen  was  plundered,  and  Schen- 
Holland     kenfchans  loft.     Like  wife  in   the  year   1636,  our 
i2o/^/7//-^^.^y  with  many  fliips  lay  about  the  Schans  of 
"mT        Voorn,    and   afterwards    in   the  Langeflraat  to  no 
purpofe.     And  in  the  year  1637,  Breda  was  taken 
ma  «IT    with  very  great  charges:    and  on  the  other  fide,. 
X  'tefpec-  VcnloAndRuremondewcrc  loft.  As  alfo  in  the  follow- 

tiveyears.  ^''ö 

*  Tibi  Roma  fubegerit  orbem. 
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ing  year,  after  great  expence,  we  loft  much  repu- 
tation before  Calloo^  where  the  enemy  killed  2000 
of  our  foldiers,  and  took  1200  prifoners,  with  all 
our  cannon,  eighty  fhips,  and  much  baggage.    And 
tho'  our   army  that   lay   before  Gelder  was  much 
ftronger  than  the  enemy,  yet  we  quitted  the  fiege, 
with  the  lofs  of  fix  demi-cannon,  and  two  ftandards. 
In  the  year  1639,  our  army  with  fifteen  hundred 
vefTels  in  Fland.rs  effedled  nothing,  and  were  again 
compelled  to  retreat  from  before  Gelder^  and  march 
to  Rynherg.     The  fame  army  did  afterwards   no 
better  ziHulft  ;  nor  in  the  following  year  1640,  at 
which   time  count  Henry  of  Friejland  was  there 
killed  ;    and  our  army,  tho'  intrenched,  drew  off  a 
third  time  in  a  flying  pofture  from  Gelder^  without 
daring  to  encounter  a  much  weaker  enemy,    the 
prince   of  Orange   having    then    the  conduft  and 
command  in  perfon,   who,  notwithftanding  many 
expenfive  and   fruitlefs  expeditions   into  Flanders ^ 
Brabant   and    Gelderland^    had,  by    his  exceir.ve 
power  in  thefe  countries,  gained  the  name  of  a  very 
wife  and  valiant   general.     But   in  Flanders   and 
Burgundy  he  was  derided,  even  in  their  comedies, 
for  a  coward  -,  in  one  of  which  he  was  anatomized,  r  y  y 
and  upon  learch  his  heart  found  in  his  heels,  the  Ryjr.es. 
rabble   having  nothing   more  frequently  in   their 
mouths  than  the  following  rhyme, 

*  Prince  Henry  has  no  courage., 
Takes  neither  town  nor  village. 

However  in  the  year  1641,  with  exceiTive  expences 
he  took  Genniper-houfe.,  after  a  bloody  fiege  of 
feven  weeks.  And  in  the  year  1642,  as  alfo  in 
1643,  our  army  was  in  the  held  about  fix  months 
without  effedingany  thing;  but  in  the  year  1644, 
after  fix  weeks  fiege,  and  much  blood  fpilt,  the 
N  2  Sas 

*  Le  prince  Henry  eft  fans  courage, 
II  ne  prend  vlll  eni  village. 
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Sas  van  Gent  was  taken.  And  finally,  in  the  year 
1645,  after  a  long  campaign,  and  fix  weeks  fiege, 
HuIJi  was  yielded.  And  tho'  our  army  lay  in  the 
year  1646  about  Antwerp,  and  afterwards  before 
Vcnlo,  yet  we  got  nothing  but  diflionour  in  thofe 
attempts. 
All^hich  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  all  our  chargeable 
y^wj  awr^  campaigns,  and  taxes  for  the  army,  tended  chiefly 
mojlly  em-  [q  increafe  the  power  of  the  French,  (who  in  the 
mean  time  took  many  cities  from  the  Spaniard) 
but  not  at  all  to  the  benefit  of  our  own  people, 
either  by  fea  or  land.  For  tho'  the  province  of 
Holland  contributed  in  extraordinary  fubfidies  two 
millions  yearly  for  fcouring  of  the  feas,  and  conti- 
nued fo  to  do  to  the  end  of  the  war;  yet  the  other 
United  Provinces  were  not  fo  forward.  And  tho' 
for  fome  years  paft,  the  governments  of  Spain  and 
Flanders  fct  not  out  any  (hips  for  booty  againft  us, 
but  left  that  v/ork  to  be  carried  on  by  private  capers, 
yet  the  fea  remained  ftili  infefted  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  Dunkirkers  in  the  year  1635  took  all  the 
bufs-convoys,  and  many  buffes,  while  moft  of  our 
Ihips  of  war  for  want  of  payment  lay  by  the  walls. 

And  tho'  the  council  of  ftate,  and  the  ftates  of 
Holland  complained  of  this  neglefb  at  fea,  and 
prayed  than  fome  better  order  might  be  fettled  for 
prompt  payment  of  the  premiums  promifed  to  the 
particular  privateers,  by  whom  we  had  reaped 
great  advantage  ;  yet  the  deputies  of  the  generality, 
or  rather  thofe  of  the  prince's  cabinet,  according  to 
their  old  way,  found  it  convenient  once  more  to 
delude  the  well-meaning  people  -,  and  to  appeafe 
the'?abinet^^^^^^'>  ^^^^^^3^9  they  accufed  and  difmiffed  four- 
Jords  ^vas  t^cn  fca  captains,  with  fome  further  punifliment, 
o»/y  to  making  a  new  regulation  concerning  the  guarding 
^W^n-  of  the  Flemifh  coalf,  and  keeping  the  narrow  feas 
f^J^^^^^^  uninfffted  by  twenty-two  fhips  and  ten  yatchts, 
fo"e/ien  which  ^werc  to  be  under  the  infpeótioii  of  the  prince 
Holland.    .  of 
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OÏ  Orange,  and  fuch  deputies  of  the  generality  as  he 
fhould  pleafe  to  choofe.  Thefe  depending  on  the 
prince's  favour,  and  making  that  their  aim  and  in- 
tereft  more  than  the  fervice  of  their  native  country, 
labouring  by  all  means  to  augment  the  prince's  au- 
thority, and  lelfen  that  of  the  dates,  by  this  means 
had  the  name  of  the  cabinet  lor  ids  given  them  by  the 
lovers  of  their  country's  freedom:  and  fo  you  will  find 
them  named  fometimes  in  the  following  difcourfe. 
And  this  v/as  really  *  what  'Tacitus  laid  oï  /lugujius 
C^far  :  "  This  prince  raifed  himfelf  by  degrees, 
"  grafping  into  his  own  hands  die  bufinefs  of  the 
"  fenate,  of  the  magiftrates,  and  of  the  laws ; 
*'  while  no  body  dared  to  oppofe  him  :  for  the 
"  flouteft  were  cut  off,  either  by  being  fenc  to  the 
*'  army,  or  by  profcription.  The  reft  of  the  no- 
*'  bility,  by  how  much  the  more  they  were  flavifli 
*'  in  temper,  by  fo  much  the  more  were  they  ad- 
"  vaneed  to  v/ealth  and  honours,  chofe  rather  to 
"  fit  down  contented  with  their  prefent  ftate  of /è- 
"  curity,  than  to  venture  the  recovering  of  their 
"  antient  liberty  with  running  any  hazard."  The 
ufual  way  of  all  crafty  and  arbitrary  ufurpers. 

So  that  to  enlarge  the  authority  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  over  the  navigation  of  Holland,  and  to  puc 
it  effedually  under  his  power,  eleven  hundred  and 
eight  thouland  eight  hundred  and  feventy  guilders 
were  yearly  levied,  and  fuperintendants  appointed 
for  that  fervice,  with  purveyors  or  vidtuallers,  who 
were  to  be  accountable  to  the  chamber  of  accounts 
OÏ  the  generalily.  Alfo  all  commanders  and  cap- 
tains were  cholen  by  the  iliid  prince,  who  were  to 
N  3  be 

*  Princeps  infurgere  paulatim,  munia  fenatus,  magiftratuum, 
iC'Tiim  ill  fe  trahere,  niiUo  adverfante  :  cam  ferociflimi  peracies, 
auc  profciiptione  cecidirtenr,  CcPteri  ncbilium  quanto  quis  fer- 
vitio  prompcior,  opibus  Sc  hónorïbas  extollerentar  :  ac  novis  ex 
rebus  audi,  tuta  &  prefentia,  qiiam  vecera  &  periculofa  luallent» 
':.//.  JmniL  1.  I.  c.  I. 
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be  punifhed  by  a  council  of  war  of  his  nomination, 
and  a  narrow  fcrutiny  to  be  made  into  their  conduét. 
And  to  encourage  them  to  do  their  duties,  their 
wi^ges  were  raifed.  So  that  according  to  this  new 
order,  the  refpeólive  admiralties  had  nothLg  to 
tranfi6b,  but  to  be  judges  of  the  prizes  taken,  to 
col!ü(5t  the  convoy  and  cuftom-revenuts,  with 
which,  and  with  two  millions  of  fubfidies,  they 
were  to  fet  out  fhips  of  war,  to  be  convoys  to  the 
weftward. 
So  that  But  it  foon  appeared   that  this  new  authority, 

J°"jf^^'^  which  was  put  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  had  no- 
van  Dorp  i^hing  to  lofe  at  fea,  produced  worfe  etfedls  than 
laid  do^vn  ever :  for,  before  the  year  1637,  there  was  fo  little 
his  com  care  taken,  that  Jonker  Philips  van  Dorp,  lieute- 
miffion  of  nant-admiral  of  Holland,  going  to  fea  with  this 
Ibid. 5.  7.  princely  flett  very  late,  and  his  provifions  being 
/.  619.  fpent  in  a  very  fhorttime,  was  compelled  to  return 
home  ;  and  finding  that  the  commonalty  accufed 
Ibid./,  hill!,  and  not  the  victuallers,  nor  the  prince  of 
^21.  Orange,  who  really  were  in  the  fault,  and  would 
pofTibly  have  punifhed  him  rather  than  the  guilty, 
he  laid  down  his  commiOion. 
Selden'j  In  the  mean  the  Englipo  challenged  the  fovereignty 
mareclau-  of  the  narrow  leas,  ailedging,  that  the  filhery  be-  ' 
^!^-  longed  lolely  to  them.     But  their  inteftine  divifions, 

B.  \6   p  "'"^  '^^^  ^^^^"^  ^'^'^  forces,  put  a  flop  to  that  work, 

266.  ''^nd  their  herring'fifliing,  then  newly  begun,  ceafed. 

Ibid./.      It  is  obllrvable,    that  when  they  had  taken  their 

277.  Mr.  herring  at  one  and  the   fame  time  and  place  with 

Harink     ''^^^  Hollanders,  and  fl-nt  then»  to  Dantzick  in  the 

Viffery.     Y^'i^s  1637  and  1638,  and  found  that  the  herring 

taken  and  cured  by   the  Hollanders  was  approved 

and  good,   and  that  the  EngUfto  herring  to  the  very 

laft  tarrel  were  elleemed  naught ;  they  then  changed 

their  claim  upon  the  whole  filhery,  into  that  of 

having  the  tenth  herring,  which  the  diligent  and 

frugal  inhabicants  of  Holland  reputed  no  Icfs  than 

to 


Chap.  I.      the  Seas  from  Pirates.  183 

to  fifh  for,  and  pay  tribute  to  a  flothful  and  prodigal  And  the 
people,  for  a  paffage  by  the  coaft  of  England^  which  ^-  f 
yet  mud  have  been  paid,  had  not  the  free  govern- .^"f^',^^^^ 
ment  of  the  ftates  of  Holland^   in  the  year  iGGj,  to  the  do- 
brought  thofe  maritime  affairs  into  another  ftate  vünmt  of 
and  condition.  ,tLTö/ 

In  the  fame  year  'twas  publickly  fhewn,  "  That^^™  ■^^^^' 
"  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries  could  not  polfi    Aitzma, 
"  bly  keep  the  fea  any  longer  after  this  manner,  ƒ'''''^'7•/• 
"  and  amongft  others,  they  brought  the  example    ^^* 
*'  of  MaeJland'Sluice^  whence  there  ufed  every  har- 
"  vrft  feafon  about  fifty  vefTcls  for  haddock  to  go 
•  "  to  fra,    which   number   was  in   the   laft  harvcft 
*'•   1636,  diminifhed  to  fen,  out  of  which  alfo  two 
"  were  taken.     That  their  dogorer-fifhinp;,  which  ^*'^'^^'^ ƒ 

t,  I  11    M  J   -I-  ourrutn(4 

"  was   not   to   be   paralleld  m  Europe^  was  now  y^^^^^;_ 
'*  become  fo   inconfiicrabie,  that  it   was  doubted  m«/j  «;»- 
*'  whether  in  the  year  ;  637,  fomuch  as  one  dogger /"'«'«'f'^  "f 
"  would  go  to  fea  tor  fait  cod,  feeing  fince  the  iirft  ^^'^  ^^' 
"  0Ï  January  163 1,  there  had    been  taken  of  the  y,jZ^'%,^" 
*'  Maejland  Sluice  veffels  by  the  Dunkirkers  alone,  ment  of 
'•  above  two   hundred  fhips,  each   of  them,  ont  their  per- 
■  *'   with    the  other,   worth    above   5000  guilders  \f°'"y 
"  there  having  the  likelofs  happened  in  otherhavens, 
"  or  veffels  fet  out  for  fiihing  ;  fo  that  the  general 
"  cry  of  the  people  of  thole  places  afcended  to  the 
"  heavens,  anJ  was  fufficienc  to  mclc    a   heart  of 
"  ftone." 

And  feeing  the  merchants  who  fuftained  the  lofs, 
and  the   wives,  children,  parents,  and   relations  of 
the    imprifon'd    fea  men,    and   fifhers  continually 
upbraided  the  admiral,   vice  admiral,  and  captains // to^^ 
^^of  fliips,  with    their   ill   condud  •,    prince   Henry  I'f tie  re- 
feemed  to  lament  their  cafe,  more  than  that  of  thc^'^'"'^?'  -'' 
miferablc;    commonalty,  faying,    that   there   is   nofy'_ 
condition  more  wretched  than  that  of  the  admiral,  Aitzma/. 
and   {iA    captains,   feeing   that  the   meaneft  fiflier-  343- 
wife  having  loft  her  hufb-.ind,  exclaimed,  that  the  °"  *^^\  , 
N  4  admirals^'^''^^^- 
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admirals  and  Tea  captains  did  not  their  duty,  i^c. 
and  yet  to  pacify  the  people,  who  foolifhly  con- 
Ta  pacify    ceiv'd  that  the  gentlemen  Opdam^  Hautain,  ISfaJJau 
thofc  inno-  and  'Doyp,  were  fuccefTively  the  fole  caufe  of  their 
cent  per-     ^r^i^  calamities,  the  prince  ofOrai^ge   chofe  two 
traced  tat-  ^^^P'^^^^'^^^  (^s  fome  Call  them)  Martin  Harper fon 
paulimfor  'T'l'omp^  and  Witte  CorneUjJen  de  fV/tte,  for  admiral 
adtnirals^  and  vicc  admiral.     But  it  foon  appeared,  that  thofe 
tnfiead of   mentioned  lofles  were  but   forrily  provided  againft 
'^"eitl'm     ^y  ^^^^  continual  ill  management  of  publiek  affairs 
at  land,  and  the  ne glecl  of  fecuring  the  feas.     For 
tho'  the   king  of  Spain   and   the  government  of 
Flanders,  had  for  a  long  time  forborn  to  fet  ouc 
fhips  of  war  to  prey  upon  us  in  the  narrow  feas,  yet 
did  not  the  owners  of  privateers  at  Dunkirk  negledt 
Altzmr»,     to  fet   out  the  capers;  but  in  the  year  1638,   by 
Bookii.    reafon  of  their  diforders  about  our  coaft-fhips,  and 
p  gu  and  cJearinor  of  the  feas  according  to  theold  praflice,  they 
p^  ^-g/    did  not  only  go  to  lea,  and  take  many  merchant- 
men, but  alfo  about  the  end  oïOBober  difpers'd  all 
the  buflfes,  which   fled  home  very  much  difabled. 
When  vet   and  fome  without  their  nets ',  while  admiral  ^röw/> 
the  InO'cs    coming  on  fhore  himfelf  to  be  reviftualled,  accufed 
-^•^'^"^' vice  admiral  Berkhem,  who  came  in  likcwife  with- 
flates  'of    ^'^^^  ^^^^   '^'^^  necefficy,  and  for  which  he  was  dif- 
HoHand     mifled  by  the  new  couiicil   of  war,  tho'  unheard, 
complained -^ndi  the  poor  fufFering  commonalty  were  with  this 
that  the     puniflimenc  once  again  appeafed  in  fome  meafure  : 
7ea?dZ     ^^^  '^"'-  ^^  '-^^  ftates  of  Holland,  who  knowing  that 
<lear  the    the  piince  OÏ Orange,  and  deputies  of  the  generality 
feas  nuas    had  now,  as  often  before,  made  ufe  of  the  produd: 
^imply-d     of  the  convoys,  cüiloms  and  fubfidies,  which  were 
lerJice      ^"^^  ^^  ^^  applied  to  maritime  affairs,  for  carrying 
on  the  warby  land,  (by  which  means  the  guarding 
and  clearing  of   the   feas  came   to  be  ncgleóted) 
earneftly  defired  that  all  fums  of  money  which  had 
formerly  been  appropriated  to  the  fervice  of  the  fea, 
might  be  effcfLually  applied  that  way. 

And 
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And  feveral  cities  in  Holland^  together  with  the 
province  of  £//rfc^/,  taking  notice  of  the  diforder 
and  ill  management  of  the  prince,  and  his  afTumed 
cabinet  council,  in   our  maritime   affairs,  fhew'd 
their  unwiHingnefs  to  bring  in  their  portion  of  the 
1 108870  guilders,  which  were  yearly  demanded 
by  the  prince  for  that  end  ;  yet  on  account  of  his  //  is  no 
great  power,  Holland  and  divers  other  provinces  '^""^er 
wereobhged  to  bear  the  burden,  to  the  year  1647,  ^{^^H-^ 
and    our   peace    with   Spain.     And    tho*    at    the  ]^ers  took 
beginning  of  the  year    1639,  in  a  fea- fight  2iho\M Jhips before 
Dunkirk.,  we  got  the  vi(5lory,  in  which  the  Bun- <"i^  ports, 
kirkers  loft  two  fhips  of  war  ;    yet    did   Tromp 
then  with  the  fhips  under  his  command,  very  im-  Aitzma, 
prudently  leave  the  fea;  fo   that  the  Dmikirkers  ^o^^ '^A- 
came  and  brav'dus  before  our  harbours,  where,  by  ^*  '°^' 
reafon  of  our  defedlive  management  in  refitting  and 
viftualling,    they    lay  'till   mid-7««^,    and    took 
13  of  our  fhips  in  a  fhort  time. 

And    whilft   Tromp  afterwards  wailed   for   the 
great  Spanijh  fleet,  anno  1639,  between  the   two 
piers  of  Dover  and  Calais  and  before  Dunkirk,  our 
merchant-men  and  fifliers  were  abandoned,  thirty 
or  forty  privateersof  Dunkirk  lying  at  the  mouth  of 
our  harbours,  fo  that  none  of  our  merchant  fhips  Pag.  229. 
or,  bufles  durft  go  to  fea.     And  upon  this  followed 
in  Oèlober  the  engagement  about  the  Downs,  where 
the   Spaniard    having  loft    by  finking,    burning, 
ftranding    and    taking,    40    Ihips,  moft    of   ours 
came    home-,  and  having   left  the  fea,  the   Dun- Even  af- 
kirkers  came  again  before  our  harbours,  and  in  few  ter  our 
days  took  twenty  feven  prizes,  of"  which  1 1  in  one  "^i^°ry  hi 
day.     And  thus  by  continual  diforders  and  lofTcs  at  \'^ 
lea,  the  trace  01  thele  countries  was  lo  di.'rii.iilied, 
that  the  revenue^of  the;  d  niralties,  in  the  year  i62\i, 
having    yielded  about   fixceen   hundred    thoufand  Ibid.  p. 
guilders,  thofc  very  duties,  to  the  24th  of  Oi7/9/7^r  230.    See 
this  year,    notwitaftanüiiig   the   new    impofitions,  ^'^<=Pj^^^^* 

J        J  book. 
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pcoduced  to  the  (late  only  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
guilders.  And  therefore  it  u'!'^  thought  neceflary 
to  erefl  a  new  tax  of  tonnage,  which  fhould  amount 
to  five  hundred  and  ninety  eight  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  feventy  five  guilder.,;  and  alfo  another 
new  tax  to  clear  ih-z  feas,  which  might  produce 
five  hundred  eighty-one  thoufand  and  feventeen 
guilders. 

However  the  deputies  oï Holland^  in  the  afifembly 

Aitzma,    of  the  (tatcs  general,  and  prefence  of  the  prince  of 

/•  230.      Orange^  declared,  **  That  it  was  the  inteFition   of 

"  their  principals,  that  the  cruifers  or  privateers, 

"  by  whom  the  country  had  been  fo  fignally  ferved, 

"  and  who  had  only  declared  that   fervice    becaufe 

"  they  were  not  paid  their  promifjd  rewards,  fhiould 

"  be  invited  to  rc;turn  to  fea,  and  that  a  certain  fund 

*'  fhould  be  appointed,  for  their   immediate  pay- 

*'  ment."  But  this  juft  and  ufeful  motion  wasnegledlcd. 

Matters  Handing   thus,    prince   Henry  and   the 

deputies  of  the  generality,  endeavoured  toperfliade 

the  ftates  of  Holland^  and  privately  the  cities   in  an 

'^''^'■■^.^ ''^^^ unwarrantable  manner,  that  the  colleges  and  orders 

ft     '''\-  0Ï  the  admiralties  were  not  fu?Hcient  to    clear  the 

ralityyand^Q^^  from  enemies  i  and  therefore  moved   the  faid 

ƒ r.  Henry  cities  to  con  fen t,   that  the  equipage  of  fiiips   might 

propo/tng  to  ^Q   continued    at  HrhoefJIuys,   and    for    that  end, 

■^^^"!l         that  a  new  colleo-e  of  admiralty  m'^f^ht  be  ereded  to 

'lutw  ma-  r       Ti  1    I  •    r 

■nyneixjex-  refide  at  the  Hague;  and  that  an  inlurance  company 

tedients-y    might    be    eftabiilhed,  as   before   mentioned,  and 

Aitzma,     fettled  by  patent.     And  moreover,  that  the  revenues 

^°°^  '9-    of  the  admiralties  might  be  firmed  to  fuch  as  fhould 

**  "  bid  mod.     And  laftly,  that  all  perfons  being  under 

oath   to    the   generality,  fhould  be   tried  for   their 

faults  and  crimes  by  the  council  of  ftate,  or   the  re- 

fpe(5live  admiralties. 

In  oppofition  to  which  the  dates  of  Holland 
fhewed  how  prejudicial  thofe  equipments,  or  fetting 
out  Ihips  to  fea,  had  been  by  means  of  the  fuperin- 

tendants 
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tendantsand  purveyors,  or  viduallers  at  Uelmeljlnys\  The  jiates 
and  alfo  that  the  admiralties  oïZeahfid'c.ud  Fnefiand  °-f  ^°'" 
refpedlively  had  never  confentf^d  to  have  any  equip-  (.rp/^jJii 
ments  made  there :  that  mod  of  the  provinces,  ex-  the  magif- 
cept  Holland^  in  the  payment  of  their  proportion  of  ^'-«/^^  è/^ 
1 108870  guilders  defigned  thereunto,  were  always  ^"^^ter- 
flow  and  remifs,  as  to  the  whole,  or  elfe  deficient  fl^'rJljjg^ 
in  part ;  and  that  the  admiralties  would   and  could y?öa/^  ^. 
better  equip  or  fet  forth  fhips  to  fea  than   others  •,  gainji  it, 
and  that  an  infurance  company  would   fo  burden 
and  clog  our  trade,  that  our  inhabitants  would  not 
be  able  to  fell  fo  cheap  as  our  neighbours  :  and  that 
the  farmers  would  not  haveany  regard  to  the  durable 
profperity  of  commerce,  but  to  their  pre  lent  profit,     • 
and  poflibly  might  value  themfclves  upon  the  feizure 
of  goods,  whereby  they  might  fo  plague  the  mer- 
chants, that   they  would  rather   ceafe  trading,  or 
Icav^e  the  country.     And  concerning  the  point  of 
jurifdidtion  to  be  granted  to  the  generality,  and  to 
the  refpeftive  admiralties,   that  'cis  a  matter  of  fo 
great  importance,  that  the  whole  fovereignty  of  the 
provinces   would  neceffarily  be  thereby  transferred 
to  them. 

But  the  prince  oï  Orange  and  the  deputies  of  the  Aitzm.  ^. 
generality  were  not  well  pleafed  with  the  reprefen-  Kj-p-i-jG. 
tation  made  by  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  JVeJi-Frief-  So  that 
land,  and  ftill  refolved  to  carry  on  their  defign,  and  they  pro- 
by  their  greatnefs  to  overpower  them,  fending  no  needed  no 
table   addrefifes,  however  illegal,  for    that  end,  to-^J^.^'"! 
the  particular  cities,  and   efpecially  to  the  burgo- ^/;,^  ;^/^, 
mafters  and  council  oï  Ainjierdam  ;  by  whofe  good  rim  bein^ 
management  and  firm  oppofition,  as  alio  by  prince  "^  much 
Ilenry^s,  fmooth  and  eafy  maxims  which  hitherto  ^^^l/I    l\ 
had  followed,  that  he  m'ght  be  thought  unlike  his  tj^g  ii^j]^ 
hated  brother,  togerhtrr  wiih  a  fear  of  bring  reputed  o/Hol- 
as  arbitrary  as  Maurice  had  been,  this  defign  failed,  ^^"^^  '■^- 
and  went  no  further.  prefemei 

.      ,  ha^vj  eajily 

-"■^^  it  might  be 

kept  clear ^ 
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And  tho'  Holland  was  thus  fïived  from  fudden 
ruin,  yet  the  uneafinefs  and  Joffes  of  the  trading 
and  maritime  inhabitants  ftill  continued :  To  than 
the  council  of  (late,  and  the  flates  oï  Holland,  once 
more  remonftrated,  that  the  private  capers  oï  Dun- 
kirk had  done  us  more  mifchief  than  ever  the  king's 
fhips  had  done  -,  and  that  we  on  our  fide  had  feen 
that  our  cruifers  fitted  out  by  private  men,  in  hopes 
of  the  reward  promifed  fortaking  the  enemies  fhips, 
had  in  a  fhort  time  purged  the  feas  from  depreda- 
tions ;  and  that  thofe  robbers  were  again  abroad, 
perceiving  our  capers,  for  want  of  fuch  payment, 
went  out  no  more  againft  the  Dunkirk  robbers,  but 
only  againft  merchant  fliips  j  and  therefore  the  faid 
ftates  moft  inftantly  defired  to  have  the  placact  re- 
newed, whereby  the  faid  rewards  may  certainly 
and  immediately  be  paid.  But  this  was  notgranted. 

By  means  of  all  which  diforders  it  was  no  wonder 
that  little  lefs  than  nineteen   millions   was  granted 
according  to  the  petitionary  requeft  of  the  council 
of  ftate  for  this  year,  and   yet  nothing  done.     On 
the  contrary,   lieutenant  admiral   'Tromp,  on    the 
14th   o^ March  of  the.enfuing  year  1640,  gave 
advice,  that  the  Dunkirkers   had  then  40  fail  of 
fhips  atfea,  taking  rich  prizes,  and  fkimming  the 
feas  by  fquadrons :  fo  that  the  very  convoys  of  this 
Jll  'which  ftate  were  unfecure,  and  often  taken  ;   and  that  on 
lofes  and   our  fide  vicc  admiral  de  Witte   was  at  fea  with  6 
taxes  occa-  qj.  y  f^;]  Qj^|y .  fj  ^2X  thc  great  lolTes  of  the  mer- 
•Imd   ^     chants,  which  had  continued  fo  many  years,  pro- 
mmèer  of  duccd  in  the  ycars  1639,  and  1640,  in  the  province 
bankrupts,  of  HolUnd,  and  chiefly  at  Amjierdam,  more  bank- 
rupts of  the  richeft  and  worthieft  traders  than  ever 
had  been  known  or  heard  in  thefe  countries.     And 
for  this  reafon   thofe  of  Holland  propofed   to  the 
afièmbly  of  the  ftates  general,  in  prefence  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  concluded,  that  the  refpec- 
tive  admiralties  Ihould,  as  formerly,  fet  out  fliips 

for 
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for  guard  of  the  coaft,  and  cruifers-,  and  that  four 
receivers  ihould  be  appointed  to  receive  the  money 
required  to  that  end,  that  fo  it  might  not  be  mixed 
with  other  monies,  or  employed  to  pay  the  debts  .Aitzma, 
of  the  admiralties.  ^-  22.  p. 

And  in  regard  every  one  could  perceive  that  this  ^9°- 
order  was  not  effeclual  enough  to  clear  the  feas,  1 59  t^^f^f" 
of  the   principal  merchants  oï  Amjierdam^  in   the  la^j  ^^- 
beginning  of  the  year  1641,  joined  with  the  flares ^-?/« 
of  Holland,  and  befought  the  ftates  general,  ih.M  f^-'renheJ 
better  care  might  be  taken  to  keep  in  the  Dunkirktrs  f  .^^'" , 
than  formerly  ;  adding,  that  m  cale  it   were  not  ^.^^^g^sf. 
done,  they  would  detain   their  money  given    for>,y  land 
payment  of  50  companies  of  foldiers,    levied  in  i\\tfi>cc5y  the 
year  1628,  and  clear  the  feas  themfelves.     But  at  ^^l^^*"  ^" 
that  time  the  prince  of  Or(^??^(?,  and   the  deputies  y-^^,^^  ^^^^ 
of  the  generality,  who  were  fupported  and  encou- ^,;-/^a,- 
raged  by  him,  were  ftill  fo  much  dreaded,  that  the  omitted  it. 
ftates  of  Holland  dmü  not  undertake  to  intermeddle  Aitzma 
with  a  matter  fo  much  for  the  advantage  of  our  Book  22. 
trade  and  fifhery.     Wherefore  the  Dunkirkers  con-  P-  360. 
tinued  going  to  fen,  and   not  only  fo,    but  took 
prizes  at  the  mouth  of  our  harbours :  particularly 
in  April,   1642,  with    22   frigates  they  fcized   all  So  that  the 
they  met  with,  and  among  others,  eighteen  fhips  D^nl-^'r- 
belonging  to  Zierickzee.     And  on  the  5th  of  A^^-  kers^«/«V 
vemberio Dunkirk  frigates  were  fo  bold,  that  they  „/,^„  „j, 
fell  upon  the  whole  Rufia  fleet;  and  having  taken  J.  V. 
of  them   eighteen  merchant  fhips,  and    a   man  of  ^and.  >&//?. 
war,  the  other  convoy  with  eight  RuJJia  men  more, 
hardly  efcaped. 

And  altho'  the  deputies  of  the  great  fifnery  had 
complained  in  June  to  the  deputies  of  the  gene- 
rality of  their  lofTes,  and  defired  better  protedion  ; 
yet  we  may  eafily  perceive  how  little  the  prince  of 
Orange,  and  the  deputies  regarded  the  lofs,  and 
complaints  of  thefeamcn,  and  trading  inhubitants, 
fmce  inftead  of  redrciTing  matters,  they  had  not 

only 
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And  that  o^ly  in  the  foregoing  year  employed  the  money 
*redrehn  S'"^rited  for  that  end,  in  fetting  out  a  fleet  of  twenty 
our  mer-  ftiips  for  the  afiiftancc  of  P(?r/«g-^/',  but  alfo,  tho' 
chants  and  that  fleet  had  effe6led  nothing  for  the  benefit  of  thele 
fijhers  countries,  nor  could  do  it,  yet  neverthelefs  for  the 
comp  aintsy  ^^^^  ^^^    ^.^^  g;enerality  made  a  new   demand  of 

thetr  mo-     ^  -iioi  •    n\      r 

neywas     oooooo  guilders.     So  that  we  may  jultly  fay,  that 

^/■7^^r/f</^(»  the  prince  o^  Orange^  with  the  deputies  of  the  ge- 

c^  Por-  nerality,  and  the  inland  provinces,  made  it  their 

tiiga  .        principal  buflncfs  to  pay  their  land  army,  and   in 

Aitrma,    cafe  of  any  deficiency,  to  connive  at  falfe  mufl:ers ; 

B.  21.  p.  taking  all  poflüble  care  fo  to  order  matters,  that  the 

22./.  '     ^^^^^  fof   the  army  might    be  well   paid,  or  elfe 

37^.         Holland  was  pur  to  find  money  or  credit  for  that 

purpofe.     Yet   for    all    this,    when  the   flates  of 

officers  of   ^o^^<^^^   had   freely  and  readily  levied    many  and 

the  army    great  taxcs    to   cleat  the  feas,    they  were  forced 

^aidto      to  let  rhem  fall   into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  em- 

*^^Ifh      P^°y^^  I'Ci^m   to  other   ends:    the  fl:ates  of  Hoi- 

lallyre-    ^^^^  Continuing  in  fuch  an  awful  reverence  for  the 

•warded    ptince  *,  and   fome  others  who  laboured  more  to 

befides.      advance  his   intereft,   and  get  his  favour,  than  to 

procure  the  profperity  of  the  country,  that   they 

durfi:  not  make  ufe   of  their  own    money  to  clear 

the    fea.     Only    thofe    of  Holland   and   Zealand 

confuked  together  to  fcour  the  feas  at  their  own 

New  tax-  charge  difl:in(5b    from    the  other  provinces ;     but 

"  Pj°P°fi^  y^Q^^lfX    not  execute   their  projeól  for  fear  of  of- 

fLweil-  fending   the  prince.     Yet  thofe  of  Zealand  took 

ern««w-  a  vigorous  refolution  toereda  'cycy?^r«  fociety,  to 

gation,u7i-  fef  out  24  fliips  of  war,  out  of  the  produce  of  a 

^^^•^^'  r  ^""^y  of  onc/)fr  Cent,  upon  all  goods  inward,  and 

larticu/ar  ^HC     half   per    Cent,    upon    all    goods    outward 

jper/ons.      bound,  lo  maintain  convoys  for  all  foips   to  the 

weftward^  forwards  and  backwards. 

By  ail  v^^hich  it  appears  how  much  the  trade  and 
ravig:uion  of  our  people  was  at  that  time  aban- 
doned by  tlic  governm.tnt :  for  the  Eaft  and  IVeJi- 

Jndia 
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hidia   companies,    together   with   the   Greenland  -^i  'if  all 
company,  prohibited  them  failing  into  thofe  Teas.  °^^^'' taxes 
The  great  fifiiery  northward  and  eaftward,   were  '^rJJlg^f^ 
forced  to  pay  their  own   convoys.     The  Sty  aits  thing,  and 
Ihips  were  to  defend  themfelves  againil  the  Turks  all  the  in- 
bv  their  ciiargeable  manninp;  and  arming,  accord-  ^ai>  ^ants 
ing  to  the  new  regulation.     And  yet  they  d;;]ibe-  ^^^^  "J^    ■ 
rated   to    put  the  charge  of  convoying  weft  ward  ^^ere  per- 
upon  the  merchants,  as  if  all  duties  railed  for  zor[-  fetily  a- 
voys,  cuftoms,  and  fubfidies,  as  well  as  all  other  l^ando*ied 
imports,  were  paid  for  nothing,  and  ought  to  be  ^'"'^ 
wrefted   from   the  trading  inhabitants    and  other 
people  of  Holland^  to  the  end  that  province  might 
not  increafe,   but  decay  in  power  and  riches. 

But  the  weftern  fociety  not  going  on,  thofe  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  jointly  remonftrated  fo  ear- 
neftiy  the   neceflity  of  better  clearing  of  the  feas,  Butatlafi 
and  the  ule'ulnefs  of  private  fhips  of  v/ar,  if  care  thejiotes 
were   taken   that  the   rewards   fo  often   promifed  ^/"Hdland 
might   be  readily  paid,   that  at  laft  in  the  year  J!^"^^  ^^' 
164^,  out  of  certain  new  imports  a  fund  was  raifed  cured  a 
of  200000  guilders  to  pay  the  reward  promifed  certain 
for  all  the  enemies  ftiips  of  war  that   had  been  f""^  f"'', 
taken.     So  that  by  renewing  the  placaer,  the  in-    ^^^  /"f^^- 
habitants  and  magiftrates  ol   the  cities  of  Holland  Aitzma, 
were  encourged  to  fet  out  fhips  of  war  for  that  ferv  Ice.  p.  37S. 

And  tho'  the  commonalty  during  this  long  and 
ill  government  of  publiek  affairs,  were  made  to 
believe  that  the  fea  was  fo  wide  and  viift,  that  it 
could  not  be  cleared  from  the  Dunkirkers  ;  yet  by 
thefe  new  cruifers  which  were  fet  out  by  the  ma- 
giftrates OÏ  Amjierdam  and  Rotterdam,  the  cities  of 
North-Holland,  and  fome  particular  perfons  oï  Zea- 
land, it  foon  appeared  that  not  only  the  narrow 
feas,  but  the  ocean  alfo  could  very  well  be  freed  of 
them  :  for  fo  foon  as  the  clearing  of  the  feas  was 
effecflually  undertaken,  and  men  encouraged  by  the 
reward,  there  were  fo  many  Spanljh  men  of  war 

taken 
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taken,  and  beaten  out  of  the  feas,  that  in  lieu  of 
giving  8  or  I  o  per  cent,  for  infurance  to  Rochel  or 
Bourdeaiix,  it  fell  to  two  or  three  only. 

And  tho*  by  their  free  and  open  navigation  thus 
procured,  and  the  increafe  of  commerce  both  in 
Holland  and  Zealand  which  followed  thereupon, 
thofe  provinces  were  likely  to  grow  fo  ftrong,  as 
to  be  too  high  to  crouch  to  the  captain  and  admi- 
ral general  •,  yet  prince  Henry y  weakened  with  age, 
could  not  remedy  that  growing  inconveniency,  as 
^ee  the      ^^  ^'^^^  formerly  done.    Which  was  fo  well  known 
■placaet      to  the  ftates,  and  particularly  to  thofe  of  Holland^ 
book  of  the  (i^^2X  \\\  the  year  1645,  the  new  cruifers  were  en- 
fiateigene-  ^q^^^^^^^^  jq  continue  their  care  of  the  feas,   by 
^'*'  more  advantageous  conditions  than  before:  till  in 

the  end  a  peace  with  S'pain  was  concluded  in  the 
year  1648,  Vv^hich  put  an  end  to  the  war,  [and  Fle- 
mijh  privateering. 

But  whilil  the  prince  of  Orange^  and  his  cabi- 
net council,  the  deputies  of  the  generality,  tranf- 
ported  with  ambition  and  jealoufy  of  Holland*^ 
greatnefs  and  power,  help'd  to  break  the  ballance 
between  France  and  Spain  to  the  prejudice  of  all 
Europe.,  and  of  us  in  particular,  making  the  crown 
of  France  vifibly  to  preponderate  the  other,  and 
too  long  favouring  their  arms  with  fo  great  im- 
prudence, that  admiral  Tromp  with  his  princely 
fleet  of  coall-fhips,    holding  in  the  years   1644, 
See  Pi\vz-    1645,  and  1646  fuccefTively,  Graveling^  Mardike, 
^^  °«        the  Schuurtien,  and  Dunkirk  itfelf  block'd  up  by 
thofe  ref-   ^^^^   cauied  them   to   fall   into   the   hands  of  the 
'ars         French.     In  recompence  of  which  they  burdened 
our  countrymen  refiding  in  Fri^;zci?  with  higher  du- 
ties than  any  other  nation   paid.     Befides  which 
they  fliew'd  their  thievifh  nature,   by  feizing  in  the 
Mediterranean  feas  as  many  as  they  could  of  our 
merchant  fhips,  efpecially  the  richcft  ;  and  mani- 
fefled  their  unfaithfulnefs  againft   their  even  too 

faithful 
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faithful  allies.     So  that  whereas  in  times  paft  we  -^t  laft 
had  traded  in  fome  parts  of  Ital^  belonging  to  the  '^^  ^'^^ , 
king  of  ^pain  with  freedom,  and  without  fcarch,  s^aixT'/ut 
the  French  caufed  all  our  fhips  to  ftrike  •,  and  ha-  France  l>e- 
ving  by  letters  or  bills  of  lading  found  any  tnt-  gan  to  prev 
my*s  goods  on  board,  they  did  not  only  confifcate  "P°"  "^  ^ 
them,  but  alfo  all  the  Holland  goods  with  them  :  •^^' 
whereby  the   merchants  of  Amfterdam  alone,    as 
they  hav^e  cvned,  loft  more  than  ten  millions  of 
guilders.     Which  added  to  the  revolt  of  the  trea- 
cherous Portuguefe  in  Brazil^  Angola^  and  St.  Tbo- 
ma;,  lay  fo  heavy  upon  the  ii,  that  in  the  years  fr/;ic^j 
1646,  and  1647,  bankrupts  were  become  frequent  caufed  a 
and  great;  our  traffick  and  exchange  banks  b^ing  "y^/  "»'*- 
at  a  ftand  for  ibme  time,  no  man  knowing  whom  ^'^jfj^.f 
to  truft.     And  indeed  how  great  thofe  loff-'s  muft 
have  be'!-',  that  were  able  to  ruin  fo  many  rich  and 
worthy  merchants,  may  appear,  if  we  confider  that 
the  Englijh^  during  the  war  of  the  years  1652  and 
1653,  having  taken  in  the  Channel  and  North-. 
Sea  an  incredible  number  of  our  merchants  ftiips, 
neverthelefs  very  few  bankrupts  were  feen  amongft 
our  merchants,  and  almoft  none  except  among  the 
infurers. 

But  how  thefe  French  depredations  ceafed  after 
the  death  of  the  laft  captain-general,  fhall  be  ex- 
plained hereafter  among  the  good  fruits  of  the  free 
and  eafy  government  of  Holland.     And  now  for 
cönclufion,  I  ftiall  defire  the  reader,  if  he  <^onht  oï  And  thefe 
the  truth  here  related  concerning  our  affairs  of  ftate  «^"w  f'-o^t- 
and  war  by  fea  and  land,  to  examine  the  {zme  ^'"  ^>' -f^^ 
more  amply  and  fully  by  the  books  of  Lewis  van  j^J^  ^^^ 
Aitzma  (by  the  confeflion  of  all  an  authentiek  hi-  j^ath  of 
ftorian)  from  whence  thefe  particulars  are  for  the  /r.  Wil- 
moft  part  extraéled,  and  to  confider  at  the  fams  ''^"'• 
time  whether  the  increafe  of  the  riches  of  the  inha- 
bitants oi  Holland  in  general,  during  the  govern- 
ment of  thofe  cabinet  lords,  and  fucceflive  princes, 
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be  not  very  impertinently  attributed  to  that  govern- 
ment, feeing  that  increafe,  next  to  the  blefling  of 
God,  was  caufed  by  our  good  fituaiion  on  the  fea, 
and  rivers,  and,  as  is  ufual,  by  the  *  deftruclive 
wars  which  Jailed  very  long  in  other  parts,  and 
efpecially  in  the  neighbouring  countries:  for  in  the 
time  of  old  prince  William^  the  ruin  of  Brabant 
and  Flanders^  and  afterwards  in  the  times  of  the 
princes  Maurice  and  Henry,  thofe  lafling  v/ars,  and 
terrible  devaluations  of  Germany,  and  many  other- 
adjacent  countries,  fupported  and  fupplied  our  ci- 
ties with  manufaftures,  merchants  and  mechanicks; 
who  finding  here  the  dates  manner  of  government 
not  quite  overthrown,  have  under  thofe  remains  of 
publiek  freedom,  ereded  many  new  manufaélures 
and  trades,  and  have  been, able  to  keep  up  the  old 
imploynients  and  traffick  of  Holland^  efpecially 
through  the  diligence,  vigilance,  valour,  and  fru- 
gality, v/hich  are  not  only  natural  :o  the  Hollan- 
ders, but  by  the  nature  of  our  country  is  commu- 
nicated to  all  foreigners  that  inhabit  among  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  faying,  *  There  is  a  certain  fecret 
virtue  natural  to  the  country  of  Holland.  So  that 
our  inhabitants  by  the  fiid  qualifications  for  the 
promoting  of  traffick  and  navigation,  having  ex- 
celled all  other  neighbouring  people,  'tis  a  wondeir 
that  by  our  before-mentioned  ill  government  in 
maritime  afi^airs,  we  were  not  utterly  ruined. 

'Tis  alfo  to  be  well  confidered,  whether  the  In- 
habitants 0Ï Holland  in  fuch  cafes,  and  indued  with 
fuch  qualifications,  would  not  have  been  much 
more  happy  under  a  free  government  by  ftates, 
than  under  the  condud  of  the  three  fuccefiive 
princes  before  mentioned,  and  fuch  deputies  of  the 
generality  as  continually   fought   to  promote   the 

prince's 
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prince's  grandeur,    and   confcquently  their   own, 
more  than  the  welfare  of  the  country. 

And  whether  our  own  fad  experience  hath  not 
abundantly  taught  us  the  truth  of  the  maxim  pro- 
pofed  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  'ui'z.  That 
fuch  cities  and  countries,  whofe  rulers  ought  to  be 
prefumed  to  be  more  or  lefs  concerned  to  keep  the 
feas  clear  of  enemies,  ought  alfo  to  have  more  or 
lefs  authority  and  power  about  maritime  affairs,  , 

treafure,  and  militia,  by  which  the  feas  are  to  be  j^Jj^^      j^^ 
kept  free  and  open  :    and  confequently  that  the  not  to  in- 
magiftrates  of  the  cities,  who  are  any  ways  con-  trujl  the 
cerned  in  the  flourifhing  of  the  manufadures,  fiflie-  /^°^^''"S  °f 
ries,    traffick,    fhipping,   and  guard  of  the  feas,  ^L  but 
ought  to  be  intruded  with  them,  and  no  other  per-  thcm- 
fons  in  the  world.  jdves. 

CHAP.     II. 

Abo've  all  things  loar^  irnd  chicjly  by  fea^  is 
mofi  prejudicial^   and  peace  voy  be?2ejicial 
for  Holland. 

BUT  if  the  fcouring  of  the  feas  againft  fea  rob- 
bers or  enemies  is  fo  neceffary  for  Holland 
during  peace,  then  much  more  peace  itfelf.     For  Peace  is 
befides  that  all  fea  robbing  is  more  frequent  in  ^^^  "^"f- 
war,  it  deprives  our  inhabitants  at  once  of  all  their -^'^jj^^j 
trade  to  the  enemies  country,  and  carries  it  to  the 
inhabitants  of  neutral  nations  -,  befides  which,  all 
fhips,  goods  and  debts  of  the  Hollanders  that  are 
in  the  enemies  country  are  confifcated,  which  may 
give  this  people  an  incredible  great  blow  :  for  the 
Hollanders  do  not  wait  as  other  people  till  men 
come  to  buy  their  goods  in  their  own  country,  and 
give  ready  money  for  them,  but  they  tranfporc 
their  goods  through  the  world,    and  keep  them 
there   'm  warehoufes  waiting  for  chapmen  •,    and 
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that  which  is  moft  grievous,  when  they  fell,  in 
Europe  they  ufually  give  a  year's  time  for  pay- 
ment. And  moreover,  when  in  any  foreign  coun- 
try the  growth  and  manufactures  of  that  place  are 
very  plentiful  and  cheap,  fuch  commodities  are 
preiently  bought  up  by  our  merchants,  paid  with 
ready  money,  and  kept  in  their  magazines  there, 
till  the  feafon  of  exportation  and  fliipping  prefents 
for  other  places ;  lb  that  the  enemy  may  eafily 
make  feizure  of  many  of  our  goods,  which  we  can 
by  no  means  retaliate. 

And  then  it  alfo  commonly  happens,  that  our 
enemies  either  by  whole  fleets  do  intirely  obftruft 
our  trade  by  fea,  or  by  privateers  may  make  in- 
credible depredations  upon  us.  For  by  reafon  that 
our  fifhery  and  foreign  trade  are  lb  greatly  difper- 
fed,  Holland  is  not  able  to  defend  them  in  all  pla- 
ces, and  be  matters  at  fea  at  one  and  the  fame 
time ;  tho*  we  had  nothing  elfe  in  charge  but  only 
to  clear  the  feas.  Whereas  we  on  the  contrary 
can  find  little  or  no  booty  at  fea,  becaufe  we  are 
the  only  great  traders  there. 

And  for  war  by  land,  tho*  it  be  not  fo  prejudi- 
cial to  Holland  as  by  fea,  yet  'lis  manifeftly  difad- 
vantagious  to  the  merchant,  and  greatly  mifchie- 
v^ous  to  all  the  inhabitants  in  general,  but  efpecially 
to  thofe  that  drive  a  foreign  trade.  And  whofo- 
ever  doubts  of  this,  let  him  only  confult  the  regi- 
fters  of  the  admiralties  oï  Amjterdam.,  with  thofe  of 
ocher  places,  and  he  will  fee  that  fince  our  peace 
with  Spain  our  navigation  and  commerce  is  increa- 
fed  one  half.  The  reader  may  alfo  remember, 
that  during  the  war,  the  convoy  and  cufloms  to- 
gether did  at  moll  amount  to  but  1588763  guil- 
ders, yet  when  we  had  peace,  our  convoy-money 
alone  of  all  the  admiralties,  did  in  the  year  1664, 
produce  3172898  guilders,  when  by  calculation 
it  was  concluded  that  the  admiralty  of  Zealand  had 

yearly 
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yearly  400000  guilders  of  revenue.     And  that  is  Thereby 
not  ftrange,  for  the  war  with  Spain  being  carried  ^^^'"S 
on  both  by  fea  and  land,  our  merchants  were  put  j"^^y°^^°J' 
to  great  troubles  and  ftraits :  and  *tis  a  great  burdenyjr  the 
to  our  inhabitants  to  bring  into  the  field  fo  great:  re-venue  of 
and  chargeable  an  army  as  to  gain  fortified  cities  ^•'^^'^^^' 
from  our   neighbours  by  long   fieges :    but   it  is  2eaiand 
doubly  ridiculous  to  endeavour  to  make  men  of  ^t  tvhkh 
underilanding  believe  that  it  tended  to  the  benefit -z/^/a?  ;V /j 
oi  Holland^  w1ien  an  honourable  peace,  or  a  long->'^'^^^ '^Z- 
truce  was  every  year  offered  to  us,  as  otten  to  rejeél  j^^^^^ 
and  refufe  it,  and  yet  Holland  was  forced  to  take 
up  a  vaft  fum  of  money  at  intereft,  and  then  to 
take  up  another  fum  to  pay  thofe  intercfts,  and  all  Becaufe 
this  to  carry  on  an  offcnfive  war  to  gain  conquers  ^'^''^  ^''"" 
and  vi(5lories  ;  which  are  not  only  ufelefs,  but  muft  ^^luUhaf. 
needs  be  very  burdenfome  to  a  country  whofe  fron-  ten  Hol- 
tiers,  by  means  of  the  fea  and  rivers,  are  for  the  land'j 
moft  part  every  where  fo  eafy  to  be  fortified  and  ^^ 
kept,   that  by  purely  ftanding  on  its  own  defence, 
it   would  certainly  be  able  to  confound  all  foreign 
power  that  fhould  attack  it.     Whereas  on  the  other 
fide  it  is  certain,  that  generally  all  republicks,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  that  fubfift  by  commerce,  have  been 
ruined  by  oft"enfive  wars  and  conquefts. 

And  that  this  was  well  known  to  thofe  that  fided 
with  the  prince  againft  thofe  of  5<sr«<3w//*s  party 
in  this  ftate,  the  prefident  Jeamiin  teftified  on  the 
29th  0Ï yluguft  1608,  in  a  letter  to  monfieur  Vil- 
Itroy^  fecretary  of  (late  in  France^  as  follows  :  It 
is  certain  that  the  ftates^  hoiv  weak  foever  they 
are,  do  not  lofe  their  courage^  but  rather  chufe  to 
return  to  -war,  than  accept  a  -peace  or  truce  for 
many  years  upon  other  conditions  than  ihcje  for- 
merly  mentioned.  They  (I  conceive  he  means  fuch 
as  by  all  means  defired  a  war,  and  thofe  were,  as 
■is  well  known,  of  the  prince's  party)  fay  among 
'ihcmj elves,  if  France  abandons  us,  vce  muft  ruiny 

O  3  demolijb^ 


1 98  "ïhe  Intereft  of  Holland       Part  II. 

Which  for-  demoUJh,  and  abandon  fome  cities^  and  parts  of  the 

"7''r'  A     remoteft  provinces^  which,  by  reafon  of  the  great 

njoere  of     ^'^^'X^   ^f  keeping  them^   will  wore  weaken  than 

the  prin-   Jlrengtheu  us ;    and  we  muji  alfo  difmantle  fome 

eis  party,  placzs  of  kaft  importance.     And  moreover  they  fay ^' 

as  alfo       ij^^^  ^11  fj^j^  being  done^  they  fhould  have  wherewith 

to  continue  in  fervice  40000  foot  and  2500  horfe, 

heftdes  the   navy,    thirty  years  longer :   and  that 

therewith  they  fhould  be  firong  enough  fo  to  tire  the 

/  king  of  Spain,  and  after  fuch  a  manner  to  exhaufi 

his  trenfury,  that  he  will  be  neceffitated  to  grant  the 

conditions  which  now  he  rejects. 

Prince  And  that  prince  Maurice  himfelf  knew  very 

Maurice     well  that  thefe  countries  might  be  better  and  with 

knetx'nuell  j^^g  expence  defended  aojainil  the  enemy  with  few 
enough.        i-        •    ^    1  I  11 

irontier  places  than  many,  appears  by  a  letter  wnt- 

ttn  about  two  months  after,  to  the  faid  prince  by 
the  king  of  France :  in  which,  among  other  parti- 
culars, is  this  pafHige,  The  great  charge  that  the 
war  requires  you  have  experimented,  and  found  that 
the  fates  alone  were  not  able  to  bear  it,  nay  hardly 
with  the  help  of  friends,  who  formerly  contributed 
of  their  own  to  bear  thofe  expences.  And  if  it  fhould 
.  happen  that  you  by  weaknefs,  or  want  of  money  be 
neceffitated  to  quit  and  wave  fome  part  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  enemy,  whereby  to  defend  the  refl  the  bet- 
ter, as  the  faid  Lambert  (the  princess  envoy)  hath 
declared  to  me  on  your  behalf,  that  you  are  refolved 
to  do  fo  rather  than  enter  into  the  faid  treaty,  unlefs 
it  be  firft  exprefs\i  in  plain  terms.  That  the  fove- 
reignty  fjall  ever  be  and  remain  in  the  fiat es,  &;c. 
Andyet  All  which  particulars  above-mentioned  being 
many  cities  \^  thofe  days  agreed  by  ftatcfmen  and  experienced 
takenlhic'e  ^"^'diers,  'tis  as  certain  that  fince  that  time  by  the 
conduót  of  prince  Henry ^  very  many  remote  places 
about  the  Scheld,  Maefe  and  Rhine,  have  been 
taken  in  and  fortified,  and  that  the  generality  out 
of  all  the  lands  and  cities  ficuate  out  of  the  voting 

provinces 
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provinces  (for  fome  of  them  are  not  allowed  to  W/jü/j  «/- 
have  their  fuffragcs)  about  the  year  1664,  had  only  ^^g^'^^^f 
one  million  of  mjilders  annual  revenue,  and  yet  the-{'v/-  ^ 
keeping  or  them  colt:  more  than  four  millions  ^t?iX- yearly, and 
jy  ;  fo  that  thofjthat  are  of  the  prince's  party  mufl  require 
in  all  refpeds  acknov/ledge,  that  the  dates  of /-/0/- /^"'*  "^'^^^'^' 
landdivS^  in  the  year  1640,  very  well  reprefent  the^''"" 
matter  to  prince  Henr}\  by  telling  him,  that  it  de- 
ferved  confideration,   whether  it  were  not  better  to 
make  no  more  conquefts,  or  even  to   lofe  fome 
that  are  already  acquired,  than  by  lorrg- fieges,  and 
confcqjjntly  great  charge"  to  the  (late,  to  luffdr  them  ^° ^^^'  ^^^ 
fuddenly  to  fink  and  fall  in  like  an  undermined  hill.  °-u*'"r'"^ 

J  ...  .  i.vars  are 

Upon  which  there  was  nothing  replied  by  the  prince,  to  be  for- 
but  only  that  he  could  not  be  well  pleafed  to  fee  the  Lor?!. 
conqueils  which  had  coft  the  country  fomuch  blood  ^"zma 
and  treafure,  fo  little  eileemed.     From  all  which,  y  '  ^' 
it  is  certain,  that  Hollafid's  intereft  is  to  feek  after 
peace,  and  not  war. 

C  H  A  P.     III.  ^ 

That  Holland  bath  a?2tiently  received  thefe 
maxims  of  peace, 

AN  D  that  the  trading  provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands have  always  followed  thefe    maxims,  The  max- 
maniFcftly  appears  in  antient  hiftory :  for  the  fove-  ^"^^  f"'' 

r     1  r   iT        J   u        1     •    pf^ce  have 

reigns  or  the  country  were  never  luttered  by  ^^'^^^^  andetitk 
own  authority  to  make  war,  or  lay  any  impofition  been  iJell 
for  maintenance  of  military   forces,  nay  not  to  do  ^^o'^» 'f^ 
it  in  the  meetings  of  the  ftates,  by  plurality  of  voices.  Holland. 
For   in   thefe   t-xccffively  prejudicial  affairs,    they 
would  not  hazard  their  being  over-voted.    Where- 
of we  have  had  very  many  exampk'S,  not  only  in 
that  rich  trading  province  of /'7ö;7^frj-,   i  ut  alfo  in 
Holland^  efpecially  with  relation  to  England  \  with 
which  country  the  Netherlands  could  fortnerly  deal 
O  4  well 
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well  enough.     For  before  the  halls  and  tumults  had 
removed  the  weaving  trade  thither,    iht  EngUJh 
were  ihepherds  and  wool  merchants  •,  and  their  king 
received  few  othc^r  imports  than  from  wool  export- 
ed, no  lefs  depending  on  the  Netherlands  (the  only 
wool  weavers  of  Europe)  than  the  weavers  on  them. 
And  amongft  others  we  read  in  the  year  1389, 
that  duke  Albert  of  Bavaria^   as  earj  of  Holland 
and  Zealand^  &c.  having  brought  thefe  p»  evinces, 
without  the  confent  of  Dort  and  Xiericiizee,  into  a 
war  with  England,  the  Englifh  sOvjk  many  fhips 
with  wine  coming  from  Rcckel ,  and  not  only  re- 
kafed  all  thofe  that  belonged  to  Dart  and  Zierickzee^ 
but  came  to  thofe  places  to  fell  their  prizes,  becaufe  -*:ii 
they  had  not  confented  to  the  war.     *  ' 

Wh'ich  is       And  on  this  foundation  is  built  the  great  inter- 
demofijlra-  ^Qurfe  (called  intercurfus  magnus)  between  England 
Incuifus ''^  ^'^^  the  Netherlands,  containing  exprefly,  ^hat  the 
Magnus,  fame  covenant  is  not  only  made  between- the  fovereign 
lords  of  both  fides,  but  between  the  vaffcils,  cities  and 
fubjc^s  alfo  \  fo  that  thofe  who  had  done  the  injury, 
and  not  others,  fjould  be  punifhed,  the  peace  and  co- 
venant remaining  in  full  force,  for  the  benefit  of  all 
others,  who  had  not  confented  to  the  war,  or  injury 
done.     So  that  if  a  Jhip  had  failed  out  without  the 
princess  commiffion,  or  the  commiffion  of  any   city, 
that  city  was  to  tnake  good  the  damdge  done  by  that 
JJjip.     And  this  treaty  (which  is  very  obfervable) 
was  not  only  fjgned   by  pleïiipotenriaries,  on  the 
behalf  of  the  king  oï  England,  and  the  arch-duke 
as  prince  of  thefe- lands,  but  alfo  fealed  and  figned 
by    the     burgc-mafters  of  the    cities  of    Ghent, 
That  was  Bruges^  Ipres,  Dunkirk,  Newport,  Antwerp,  Ber- 
fignei  by    ggyj^    Dort,    Delft,   Ley  den,    Amfierdam,    Middle- 
'^5i-^/-      burgh,  Zierickxee,    Veer,  Mechelen,  Bruffels^    and 
titüs.  ^"^  Brill,  anno  1495.     All  which  thofe  on  both  fides 
affirm ,  to    have    been   tran laded  for  the  greater 
f.curity  of  amicy  and  trade. 

For 
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For  the  council  of  the  cities  did  not  ufe  to  be 
under  oath  to  the  lord  or  prince  who  ufurped,  and 
acquired  the  nomination  of  their  magiftrates  only 
by  means  of  differences  arifing  among  the  cities ; 
but  the  cities  might  of  antient  times,  without  ap- 
probation of  the  earls,   entertain  foldiers  in  their 
own  fervice.     On  the  other  fide,  the  earls  ufed  in 
times  of  peace  to  have  no  garrifons,  foidiers,  ma- 
gazines, or  treafure,  which,  with  the  divifions  of 
the  cities  o{  Amiens  and  Sl  ^intin  formerly  mort-  ^nd  it  ap- 
gaged,  were  the  caufe  that  they  fell  from  the  hon^c  peand  aifa 
of  Burgundy  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  France^  ''y  ^y  f 
their  antient  lord,  in  1470,  of  which  Philip  de  Co-  j^olland 
mines   thus  fpeaks :    Charles  Duke  of  Burgundy,  ^«w»^  »» 
holding  an  ajfembly  of  the  ft  ate  s  in  his  country^  {yiz.fi^nding 
thefe  provinces)  reprefented  to  them  the  great  -pre-^"^'"*  /'J' 
judice  he  had fuffered^  by  having  no  foldiery  in  P<^y  l"ace'^.^^ 
on  his  frontiers^  as  the  king  had,  and  that  the  fron- 
tiers  could  have  been  well  kept  with  500  men  at  arms,  pujr    jg 
and  might  have  continued  in  peace.     He  farther  Comines. 
acquainted  them  with  the  great  dangers  which  hung 
over  their  heads,  and  prejfed  hard  for  a  fupply  to 
maintain  800  lanceer  s.    In  the  end,  the  ft  at  es  agreed 
to  allow  him  120C00  crowns  annually^  ever  and 
above  what  he  received  of  his  ordinary  revenues, 
not  including  Burgundy.     But  his  fubje^s  f  cm  pled 
much  to  take  that  burden  upon  them,  tho*  to  diftrefs 
France  with  this  body  of  horfe  {for  Lewis  Xf.  /). Charles 
king  of  France,  was  the  fit  ft  in  Kurope,  who  in  a  of  Bur- 
time  of  peace  kept  armed  forces  on  foot).     And  in-  gundy  the 
deed  the  ft  at  e  s  of  the  Netherlands  fcrupled  it  nolfi^'fi  '^^° 
without  reafon :    for  hardly  had  the  duke  raifed  5  -^^  l^^'  ' 
or  600  of  his  horfe ^  but  his  defire  of  encreafing  their 
number,  and  of  invading  all  his  nci;j^hbonrs,  grew 
to  that  height,  that  in  fhort  time  he  brought  them 
to  the  payment  of  five   hundred  thoufand  crowns, 
keeping  in  pay  great  numbers  of  horfe,  fo  that  his 

fubjeiïs 
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[uljtEis   were   ihereb'j  greatly    opprejl.     Thus  flir 
Ccmines. 

But  at  the  death  of  tlie  duke  thofe  {landing  horfe, 

in  time  of  peace,  vveredifbanded  till  the  year  1547, 

when  that  formidable  emperor  Charles  V.  ereóled 

a  certain  number  of  {landing  troops,  confifting  of 

4000  horfe,  commanded  by  colonels  and  captains, 

to  be  ready  at  all  times,  upon  any  attempt,  on  the 

frontiers,  with  their  horfes  and  arms.    But  Philip  If. 

OÏ  Spnin^  bting  jealous  of  thefe  armed  inhabitants, 

negleded  to  pay  and  mufter  them :    fo  that  ihcfe 

regiments  of  the  militia  coming  to  nothing,  and  he 

purpofing  in  lieu  of  them,  to  maintain  a  ftanding 

army  of  Spaniards  in  thefe  countries,  was  oppofed 

M-\  that  attempt  by  the  ftates  of  the  Netherlands ^ 

which  was  one  of  the  principal  occafions  of  our 

commotions  and  wars  that  enfued. 

Jfidlaflj,      And  with  the  union  oï  Utrecht,  Holland  n^^tc- 

by  the  u-  j.g^  p(-)j.  altogether  its  intereft  in  this  particular  :   for 

trecht  it '  according  to  the  ninth  article,  no  plurality  of  votes 

appears     takes  place  in  affairs  of  a  new  war,  contribution, 

ho--uj  care-  and  peace.     "Which  freedom  the  particular  mem- 

ful  thefe     bers  oï  Holland  have  conftantly  kept,  as  well  as  in 

J  ^\  ^'^'    the  afTembly  of  the  {fates  •,  and  not  without  reafon  : 

nvere  to     ^01*  feeing  it  is  contrary  to  "the  law  of  nature,  for 

awoid  a     men  to  give  another  the  power  of  taking  away  their 

wzv  ixjar.  jives,  on  condition  and  promife  that  he  v/ill  ufe  it 

wholly  for  their  benefit  \  but  yet  that  if  he  makes 

an  ill  ufe  of  that  power,  and  will  tak&  away  their 

lives,  they  may  not  in  fclf-defence  ufe  their  natural 

flrength  againfl  him  :  it  follov*'s,  that  all  obligations 

which  do  lb  powerfully  oppofe  and  prejudice  the 

welfare  of  our  country,  mud  be  null  and  void,  fo 

long  as  we  are  mailers  of  our  own  government. 


C  H  A  Pv 
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C  H  A  P.     IV. 

So?ne  cafes  laid  down,  in  which  it  feems  advif- 
able  for  Holland  to  engage  in  a  war ;  and 
yet  thofe  being  well  weighed ^  it  is  concluded, 
that  Holland  ne'verthehfs  ought  to  feek  for 
peace. 

HAV  ING    in  the  two  laft  chapters  clearly  ^     . 
(hewed  what  Holland''^,  maxims  ought  to  be,  madeivh- 
and  have  been  of  old,  viz.    peace  for  her  inhabi- ''^'?^  ?V  ^^ 
tants,  to  purfue  the  fame  by  all  convenient  means,  adniifahle^ 
and  decline  war:  yet  in  feveral  cafes  whereby  our 
people  might  be  incumbered,  or  vexed,  or  in  dan- 
ger to  be  fo,  and  when  it  may  be  prefumed  that 
our  free  ftate  by  revolution  of  time  and  affairs,  may 
run  the  hazard  of  being  ruined  ;  it  may  be  doubt- 
ed, whether  it  would  not  be  advifablc  for  Holland 
to  begin  an  offenfive  war. 

I  fhall  therefore  give  you  my  thoughts  about 
feme  of  them,  and  do  fay,  that  we  ought  never  to  7-^  fj^ake 
undertake  a  war  by  reafon  of  any  foreign  impofition  m  %var, 
or  toll  whatlbever  upon  goods  •,    for  thofe  remedies  ^^°  *'>f''ee 
will  always  be  worfe  for  Holland  than  the  difeafe.  °Z^^t^" 
And  the  fame  feems  to  be  with  much  more  conve-  reign  tay^ 
niency  removed,  by  charging  their  commodities  as^.'i* 
much  here,  as  our  wares,  merchants  and  mariners 
are  charged  in  thofe  parts.     In  all  fuch  cafes  we 
generally  find,  that  eirher  the  high  impofitions  are 
prohibitions  of  tbemfclves,  or  that  the  traffick  in 
thofe  over-burdened  commodities  thrives  as  well  as 
before:  for  if  by  thofe  tolls  the  commodities  bur- 
dened are  prevented  from  being  imported,  he  then 
that  fo  charged  them,  immediately  finds  xhereby  fo 
great  a  lofs,  that  of  his  own  accord  he  ufually  takes 
oiFthis  impofition. 

And 
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And  of  this  we  have  innumerable  examples  -,  for 

hiilories  are  filled  with  wars  which  have  been  in  vain 

carried  on,  by  reafon  of  the  'uifing  fcch  tolls,  as 

the  ereólors  themfelves  have  at  laft  been  glad  to 

lefien,  or  take  wholly  away  :  as  lately  ia  September 

1 662,  the  republiek  of  Vctice  perceiving  how  much 

their  traffick  by  Tea  was  diminifhed,  of  their  own 

motion  difcharged  two  tolls,  the  one  named  6  per 

cent,  and  the  other  on  goods  that  came  weftward 

from  fea. 

Not  to  lal-      On  the  other  fide,  there  occurs  to  my  thoughts 

lance  the    another  great  piece  of  folly,  viz.  that  the  merchants 

Jiates  of    q{  Holland^  and  the  ftate  itfelf  being  founded  upon 

Europe .    f j-^^fj^ck,  fbould  yet  make  ufe  of  it  for  a  perpetual 

maxim,  and  continue  in   their  prefent  unfortified 

condition,  in  which  often,  for  fear  of  a  future  and 

{harper  war,  they  will  be  contriving  to  balance  the 

We  mujl    ftaxes  of  Europe.     For  when  we  have  impregnably 

^Ln^to"^^  fortified  all  our  cities  and  frontiers,  as  we  ought,  we 

grorM        may  then,  according  to  the  intereft  of  our  ftate  fay 

firong  and  to  all  people,  gtve  pcace  iu  our  dnys^  0  Lord.  And 

healthful,  if  the  vvorft  happens,  by  fitting  ftill  we  Ihall  fo 

ftrengthen  and  improve  our  land,  fea- forces,  and 

treafure,  that  no  power  will  be  eafily  brought  to 

attack  us,  but  rathsr  fome  weaker  ftate.     Whereas 

now  on  the  contrary,  we  exhauft  our  treafure,  and 

weaken  ourfelves  every  way,  not  knowing  whether 

we  fhall  ever  overcome  thefe  inconveniences,  which, 

either  by  want   of  fortifications,  or  our  obftinacy, 

we  pull  elown  upon  our  own  heads :  and  being  weaker 

by  our  own  negligence  or  wantonnefs,  we  may,  after 

having  v^reflled  with  thofc  difficulties,  more  eafily 

tall  from  one  weaknefs  into  another,  and  fo  be  at 

laft  over- powered.  -  - 

As  all  fkilful  phyficians  hold  it  for  a  good  ma- 
xim, *  that  one  means  of  preferving  health,  is  to  re- 
frainjrom  health-drinking:  fo  they  always  difiuade 

from 

*  Una  falus  fanis  nullam  potare  faliitem. 
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from  taking  phyfick  in  time  of  beakh,  for  fear  of 
future  fickntfs,  becaufe  thereby  wc  frequently  bring 
ficknefs  and  deatii  upon  ourfelves ;  whereas  by  good 
fortifications,  and  temporizing,  we  may  efcape,  chi 
ha  tempo  ha  vila.    And  in  all  cafes  phyfick  weakens 
the  body,  and  the  continual  ufe  of  it  fliortens  a  man's 
life.     And  therefore  we  may  well  make  ufe  of  that 
wholefom  counfel,    as  moll  agreeable  to  our  pro- 
vinces, viz.  of  ufing  lie  phyfician  :  ïov  \i  Holland 
takes  care  to  provide  every  thing  neceflliry,  and 
then  (lands  in  its  own  defence  ;  it  is  not  to  be  over- 
powered by  any  potentate  on  earth.     If  we  run  to 
quench  every  fire,  for  fear  the  war  fliould  pafs  over 
others,  and  kindle  in  our  own  buildings,  we  Ihull 
certainly  confume  ourfelves  by  degrees,  and  by  our 
o\yn  adions  be  ruined. 
I       'In  fhort,  Holland  taking  due  care  of  things,  is 
'  fo  powerful  as  not  to  be  conquered  by  any,  except  Ho1Iand%- 
perhaps  by  England^  if  that  nation  ïhall  be  willing  interejly 
to  ruin  itfelf :  fo  that  we  may  truly  fay,  that  lïHol-ff»"^^''^ 
land.,  for  fear  of  a  war,  fhall  begin  a  war,  it  muft  '^'^^^^"^fi 
for  fear  of  the  fmoak  leap  into  the  fire.     And  this  niard    /^ 
folly  cannot  be  excufed  in  any  meafure  by  that  max  perfeal^ 
im  which  we  ufed  here,  in  the  beginning  of  our  another 
troubles,  *  war  is  better  than  uncertain  peace  :  for      «^' 
feeing  we  then  made  war  for  our  freedom,  or  at 
leaft  the  fhadow  of  it,  againft  our  own  prince,  it  is 
certain  that  all  peace,  of  what  nature  foever,  would 
have  difarmed  the  dates  of  thefe  provinces,  and  de- 
prived them  of  their  flrength.     And  on  the  other 
fide,  the  king  of  Spain  remaining  prince  of  thefe 
countries,  and  able  to  keep  on  foot  fomc  (landing 
forces  in  all  his  other  territories,  might  have  made 
himfelf,  at  any  time,  abfolute  lord  of  thefe  parts, 
without  regard  either  to  promifes,  oaths  or  feals ; 
and  then   have  punifhed  all  thofe  at  his  will  and 
plcafure,  who  at  any  time  had  oppofed  him. 

Biit 

*  Pace  dubia  bellum  potius- 
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But  now.  God  be  praifcd,  the  ftates  of  Holland 
living  in  a  time  of  peace,  are  alone  in  poflfeiïion  of 
all  the  ftrengrh  of  the  country,  and  are  able  to  go- 
vern it  better  than  in  war,  without  the  controul  of 
any,  according  to  their  own  pleafures:    fo  that  the 
Whether    contrary  is  now  true  in  Holland,  *  war  is  much  worfe 
wt  uncer-  ^^^^  ^^  uncertain  peace,  and  among  all  pernicious 
peace  he     things,  except  the  intollerabls  flavery  of  being  go- 
nvorfe        vcrned  by  the  will  of  a  fingle  perfon,  nothing  is  more 
than  a       mifchievous  than  a  war:  tor  if  war  be  the  very  worft 
n.mr,        thing  that  can  befal  a  nation,  then  an  uncertain  peace 
muft  be  bad,  becaufe  a  war  is  likely  to  enfue. 

But  fome  may  further  ask,  feeing  peace  is  fo  ne- 
ceflfary  for  HoUand^  whether  out  of  a  ftrong  defire 
of  a  firm  and  lading  peace,  we  ought  nor,  when 
once  engaged,    to  continue  in  war,  till  we  have 
compelled  the  enemy  to  a  well-grounded  peace  ? 
No  fuch        To  this  I  anfwer  •,  if  we  confider  the  uncertainty 
thing  as  a  of  this  world,  efpecially  in  Europe^  and  that  we  by 
certain      traffick  and  navigation  have  occafion  to  deal  with 
^""'        all  nations,  we  ought  to  hold  for  a  firm  and  general 
maxim,  that  an  affured  peace  is,  in  relation  to  Hol- 
land, a  mere  chimera,  a  dream,  a  ficflion,  ufed  on- 
Jybythofe,  who,  like  fyrens  or  mermaids,  endea- 
vour, by  their  melodious  fmging  of  a  pleafant  and 
firm  peace,  to  delude  the  credulous  Hollanders,  till 
they  fplit  upon  the  rocks. 

Therefore  it  is,  and  will  remain  a  truth,  that 
next  to  the  freedom  of  the  rulers  and  inhabitants  at 
home,  nothing  is  more  necefïary  to  us  than  peace 
with  all  men,  and  in  fuch  a  time  of  peace  to  make 
effeftual  provifion  for  good  fortifications  on  the 
frontiers  of  our  provinces  •,  to  keep  a  competent 
number  of  men  of  war  at  fea  •,  to  hufb.ind  our  trea- 
'fiire  at  home,  and,  as  foon  as  poflibly  we  may,  to 
take  off  thofe  impofls  that  are  rnoll  burdenfom, 
efpecially  that  of  convoys  -,  holding  ourfelves  af- 
fured, 

f  Bellum  pace  dubia  pejus,  &  malorum  omnium  peffimum. 
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fured,  that  without  thefe  means,  whereby  to  pro- 
cure a  firm  peace,  and  to  preferve  our  country  in 
profperity,  as  far  as  the  wickednefs  of  this  world 
will  admit,  all  other  expedients  will  be  found  pre- 
judicial to  Holland  \  and  that  we  on  the  contrary, 
relying  on  thefe  maxims  and  means,  ought  always 
to  wait  till  others  make  war  upon  us,  direétly  and 
indeed  -,  becaufe  by  our  diligent  and  continual  pre- 
paration, they  would  foon  underftand,  that  there  is 
more  to  be  gotten  by  us  in  a  time  of  peace  and  good 
trading,  than  by  war,  and  the  ruin  of  trade. 

But  becaufe  thefe  conclufions  concerning  the  pro-  c^i^^  ^^-^ 
fperity  of  Holland,  feem  to  oppofe  the  known  rules  umdvifa- 
of  polity  i   17?,  That  a  defenfive  war  is  a  confump-  ^l^toftand 
tive  war  ;  and  idly.  That  no  rulers  can  fubfilt,  un-  ^''^  °'\ 
lefs  they  put  on  the  fl^in  of  a  lion,  as  well  as  that  ofy^^^^^  „„r 
the  fox ;  I  fliall  give  you  my  thoughts  upon  thefe  w^/V. 
two  maxims.     And  truly  if  we  may  fay  ot  fubjefts, 
as  the  Italians^ 

^  *  One  half  the  year  they  live  ly  fraud  and  an^ 
By  art  and  fraud  they  live  the  other  part : 

we  may  with  as  good  reafon  fay  of  thofe  that  go- 
vern, 

'^  One  half 'the  year  they  live  by  force  and  art. 
By  art  and  force  they  live  the  other  part. 

But  he  who  looks  further  into  matters  fhali  find.  It  is  true 
that  in  ufing  thefe  maxims  there  is  great  diftmdion  »/"">- 
to  be  made.     For  tho'  it  be  true  of  monarchs  and  ^J^^]^ ^"^ 
princes,  who  will  futfer  no  fortifications,  that  a  de-  /^.^^^  ^^^ 

fenlive  of  free  re- 
*  Con  arte  e  con  ingano,  puhlicki^ 

Si  vive  mezzo  Tanno. 
Con  ingano  e  con  arte. 
Si  vive  i'altra  parte. 

\  Con  forza  e  con  ingano. 
Si  vive  mezzo  rarmo. 
Con  forza  e  con  arte. 
Si  vive  Takra  parte. 
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fenfive  is  a  confumptive  war ;    yet  in  republicks 
which  live  by  traffick,  and  have  fortified  them- 
fclves  wel),  all  offenfive  vv^ar  is  prejudicial  and  con- 
fuming :    fo  that  fuch  countries  can  never  fubfifl 
•without  good  fortifications  in  this  world,  where  the 
lovers  of  pence  cannot  always  obtain  their  wifh. 
Becaufe         The  truth  is,  great  monarchs  are  juftly  compar*d 
they  are     to  the  lion,  who  is  king  of  beafts,  never  contented 
Jingle,  and  ^|j.j^  ^j^^  produce  of  their  own  country,  but  living 
opprefs       upon  the  flcfh  of  their  enemies,  I  wifh  I  could  not 
their fuh'  fay    fubjefts,    conquering    and    plundering    their 
jeSis.         neighbours,  and  burdening  their  own  people  with 
taxes  and  contributions.      Yet  tho*  they  appropri- 
ate to  themfclves  all  the  advantages  of  the  country, 
they  would   ftill   be  deficient   in  llrength,    if  by 
means  of  the  fox's  fkin  they  could  not  fometimes 
anfwer  their  enemies,  and  even  their  own  fubjeéts, 
and  efcape  the  fnares  laid   for   them  by  others. 
Whereas    Whereas  republicks  governing  with  more  gentle- 
the  rulers   nefs,  wifdom,    and  moderation,  have  naturally  a 
of  a  repub-  more  powerful  and  numberlefs  train  of  inhabitants 
Itck  are     adhering  to  them  than  monarchs,   and  therefore 
*"owrn^"  ^'^"^  ^^^  i'""  "^^*^  ^^  ^^^^  maxims,  efpecially  thofe 
more  gen-  that  fubfift  by  trade,  who  ought  in  this  matter  to 
tly.  follow  the  commendable  example  of  a  cat :  for  fhe 

never  converfes  with   ftrange   beafts,    but  either 
keeps  at  home,  or  accompanies  thofe  of  her  own 
fptcies,  meddling  with  none,  but  in  order  to  de- 
fend her  own  -,  very  vigilant  to  provide  for  food, 
They  mujl  and  preferve  hjr  young  ones :  flie  neither  barks 
naturally   por  fnarls  at  thcfe  that  provoke  or  abufe  her  j  ïo 
tejhy  of  a  ^y  ^^^  fearful,  that  being  purfued,  Ihe  immedi- 
ately takes  her  flight  into  fome  hole  or  place  of  na- 
tural ftrength,    where  fhe  remains  quiet  till   the 
noife  be  over.     But  if  it  happens  that  Ihe  can  by 
no  means  avoid  the  combat,  (he  is  more  fierce  than 
a  lion,  defends  herfelf  with  tooth  and  nail,  and 
better  than  any  other  beaft,  making  ufe  of  all  her 

well- 
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well-hufbanded  ftrength,  without  the  leaft  neglc6t 
or  fainting  in  her  extremity.  So  that  by  thefe  arts 
that  fpecies  enjoy  more  quiet  every  where,  live 
longer,  are  more  acceptable,  and  in  greater  num- 
ber than  lions,  tygers,  wolves,  foxes,  bears,  or 
any  other  beafts  of  prey,  wjjirh  often  periHi  by 
their  own  ftrength,  and  arq  taken  where  they  lie 
in  wait  for  others. 

A  cat  indeed  is  outwardly  like  a  lion,  yet  fhe  is,.  „  «    r 
and  will  remain  but  a  cat  ftill  ;  and  fo  we  who  are  i^^^  n^^  * 
naturally  merchants,    cannot  be  turned   into  {q\-  putly  de~ 
diers.     But  bc^ca^ufe  the  cat  of  Holland  hath  a  ^^tzx  fended  her 
round  head,  fiery  eyes,  a  dreadful   beard,  fharp-^^'^' 
teeth,  fierce  claws,  a  long  tail,  and  a  thick  hairy  gp'j^  ^^ 
coat,  by  means  of  our  merchants ;  o^ur  ftadtholder  ther  to  be 
and  captain-general  from  time  to  time,  and  after  f^w/iarV 
him  fome  of  our  allies  or  rulers,  who  had  reaped  '^  '^'^'^^ 
profit  by  war,   have  made  ufe  of  all  the  fiid  fea-  ^-^^^  '^ 
tures,  and  the  ftout  defence  which  this  cat  made 
When  Ihe  was  ftraitncd  and  pinch'd  by  the  SpaniJJj 
lion,  as  fo  many  reafons  to  prove  that  fhe  was  be- 
come a  lion  -,  and  have  made  her  fo  far  to  believe 
it,  againft  moft  manifeft  truth,  that  they  have  pre- 
vailed with  her  for  fifty  years  fuccefTively  to  fall 
upon  other  beafts,  and  fight  with  them.     But  the 
fad  experience  of  what  is  paft,  the  decay  of  all  in- 
ward ftrength,  the  death  of  the  laft  captain-gene- 
ral, and  the  free  government  of  the  ftate,  which 
..by  God's  unfpeakable  goodnefs  enfued,  ought  cer- 
tainly to  take  off  the  fcales  from  the  eyes  of  the 
ftupid  Hollander,  and  fo  make  him  fee  and  know, 
that  Holland  ,by  fo  doing  was  no  lion,  but  a  bur-  Tho'  by 
den-bearing  afs.     For  the  conquefts  obtained  by  ^faring 
her  labour  and  blood,  have  not  ferved  to  feed  her,  ^p'^fi'^"^' 
but  to  break  her  back,  and  to  make  our  former  ^^^^^^ ' 
captain-general,  and  thi  ftadtholders,  fo  to  increafe /o  an  afs. 
in  power,  that  they  became  formidable  to  their  r  ,.  ^ 
mailers,  the  ft'atesof  the  refpe^ive  provinces,  and  olir'^adt 
V       '  cfpecijilly  ia/^m-. 
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cfpecially  to  the  dates  of  Holland ;  and  ftill  fcrve 
to  make  fome  of  the  crafty  allies  of  our  union,  and 
fome  few  flavifh  rulers  to  live  voluptuoufly,  know- 
ing how  to  procure  many  military  employments 
and  profits  for  their  children  and  friends,  and  are 
therefore  continually  advifing  Holland  to  profecute 

the  war. 

And  tho'  Holland,  fince  the  laft  fixteen  years, 

feems  very  well  to  have  apprehended  the  mifchief 

And  there-  received  by  the  lion's  Ikin,  yet  fhe  feems  not  to 

fore  muji    have  difcemcd  the  fraudulent  damage  of  the  fox's, 

by  degrees  ^j^j^h  will  be  found  Well  nigh  as  mifchievous :  for 

mTuilom    Holland  hath  very  imprudently  made  ufe  of  the 

'  fox's  Ikin  in  Pola?id  and  Denmark.     Upon    the 

whole  matter,    'tis  certainly  beft  for  Holland  to 

flrenc^then  her  frontiers  and  inland  cities  fo  foon  as 

may  "be  ;  and  when  they  are  impregnably  fordfied, 

let  her  not  engage  herfclf  with  any  but  her  next  and 

oldeft  allies,  of  the  other  United  Provinces,  and 

leave  the  reft  of  the  world  to  take  their  courfe  : 

and  this  done,  let  us  only  concern  ourfelves  with 

our  own  affairs,  according  to  the  good  proverb,. 

That  "jühich  hums  you  not,  cool  not.     And  becaufe 

it  feems  to  me  that  fuch  evident  truths  make  the 

deepeft  imprefilons,  and  are  beft  apprehended  by 

proverbs  and  fables,  I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter 

with  the  following  fables. 

The  firft  f  able. 
The  lion,  king  of  beafts,  having  heard  man^r 
complaints  of  his  fubjeds  concerning  the  cruel  per- 
fecution  and  murders  committed  by  the  huntfmen, 
and  fearing  that  if  he  Ihould  any  longer  bear  fuch. 
unrighteous  dealings,  he  fhould  lofe  his  royal  ho- 
nour and  refpea  among  his  fubjeds,  went  in  per- 
fon  to  fif^hc  the  huntfman,  who  firft  by  his  ftioot- 
ing,  afte'rwards  by  his  lance,  and  laftly  with  his 
fword,  fo  wounded  the  approaching  lion,  that  he 

wa% 
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was  neceflitated  to  fly  ;  and  having  loft  much  of  his  Which  is 
ftrcngth  by  his  wounds,  and  more  of  his  honour  ^jj^^J^^^f^ed 
and  efteem  by  his  flight,  faid,   with  a  lamentable  S/J//"^"* 
]    voice,  to  my  fonow  I  find  the  truih  of  this  pro-  pirfi,  of 
I    verb,  *  The  ftrength  oï  Samfon  is  not  fufficient  for  the  Hon 

one  that*  is  refolved  to  revenge  evil  with  evil :  but  ^^'^  I'^ntf. 
\    he  that  can  wait,  and   be  patient,  (hall  find  his  '''^''* 
I    enemy  defeated  to  his  hand.     What  need  had  I  to 
ftreighten  this  crooked  piece  of  wood  ?  It  had  been 
better  for  me  to  have  left  thofe  injuries  to  time, 
and  perhaps  fome  tiger,  wolf,  or  bear,  having  with 
like  imprudence  fought  out  the  huntfman,  might  ^y&'^""^g 
i   have  been  ftrong  and  fortunate  enoui^^fh  to  have    '';/,  '^'"2 
\  killed  him  in  the  fight.  le  o--ver- 


Tbe  fecond  fable. 


come. 


A  certain   ftjong  wife  man,  meeting  a  ürov.^  j  f.uA-  of 
fool,  who  had  undertaken  to  force  a  Itiver  from  « "^^^/"^ 
every   man  he  met,  gave  him  a,  ftivcf  without  a ''''^'^  ^ 
blow  or  a  word.     Whereupon  fome  of  his  acquain-  ^       ' 
tance,  young  people,  blam'd  him  for  it,  ufingthefe 
words :    God   hath   given  you    at  leaft  as  much 
ftrength,  and  more  wifdom  than  to  this  leud  fel- 
low, whereby  you  would  undoubtedly  have  had  the 
viflory,  and  delivered  the  world  from  this  rafcal  -, 
whereas  contrarily,  *  you  will  be  defpifcd,  if  you 
do  this.     But  the   wife   man  anfwered,  they  that 
buy  their  peace  do  beft  ;  and  befides,  I  know  it  is 
ill  fighting  with  a  ftrong  fool  •,  but  you  know  not 
the  value  of  your  own  peace,  welfare  and  life,  and 
much  lefs  the  manner  of  the  world.     For  tho'  I  For  peace- 
were  not  an  old  merchant,  but  a  prudent  Soldier,  f^^e  lue 
P   2  yet  °"^^'^  *° 

*  Die  al  het  quaat  met  quaat  wil  wreeken,  -^    f  ■'''""' 

Samfons  kragt  fal  hem  ontbreeken,  i^bat. 

Maer  die  can  lyden  en  verdraagen 

Vind  hier  fyn  Vyanden  verflaagen. 

f  Bonis  nocet  quifquis  pepercerit  malis  :  &  malum  quod 
quis  impedire  potuit,  nee  impedit,  feciile  videtur  ;  vecerem 
ferendo  injuriam  invitas  novam. 
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yet  I  fliall  tell  you,  that  he  who  will  not  beftow 
a  (liver  to  keep  peace,  muft  have  his  fword  always 
drawn.  And  he  that  will  be  always  fighting,  tho' 
with  the  benefit  of  ten  advantages  againft  one  dan- 
crer,  muft  certainly  lay  out  more  than  ten  ftivers 
to  buy  arms:  and  as  where  there  is  hewing  of 
wood,  there  will  be  fplinters  flying  on  every  fide  -, 
fo  after  a  man  hath  luffered  the  fmart,  he  mufl: 
give  a  good  reward  to  the  chirurgeon  and  phyfi- 
cian,  even  when  the  beft  happens :  the  bucket  will 
come  broken  home  at  laft  •,  and  the  beft  fighters 
at  laft  find  their  mafters  •,  for  the  ftouteft  Hercules 
is  Ibmetimes  fooneft  beaten.  Next  ilud  he,  time 
will  inform  you  that  I  am  not  to  ftreighten  all  the 
crooked  wood  I  ftiall  meet  in  this  world:  for  I 
Confirmed  aflure  you  it  will  happen  to  this  ftrong  fool,  as  it 
by  the  fa-  ^Jid  formerly  with  the  foolifli  frog,  who  finding  a 
^^'  e^'^  wife  crab  fwimming  in  the  water,  threatened  to 
cmb  kill  hi«i  if  l^e  found  him  any  more  there.  The 
good-natur'd  crab  thinking,  as  thofe  who  willingly 
ihun  a  mad  ox  which  they  might  kill  with  a  gun, 
that  he  would  alfo  fluin  this  creature,  gave  the  frog 
good  words,  fwimming  immediately  backward  ac- 
cording to  its  cuftom,  and  giving  place  to  him. 
But  becaufe  ftupidity  caufcs  boldnefs  and  felf-con- 
ceir,  the  frog  concluded  that  he  was  ftronger  than 
the  crab,  and  fo  fell  upon  him.  The  crab  de- 
fended herfelf  ftoutly,  and  at  laft  pinchM  the  frog 
immediately  dead.  And  feeing  the  world  is  lull 
of  fools,  I  cell  you  that  this  coxcomb  growing  too 
confident  by  a  few  good  fuccefll-s,  will  foon  find 
another  fool  who  will  knock  him  o'che  head,  and 
rid  the  world  of  him.  It  is  certainly  much  better 
that  a  fool,  and  not  a  wife  man,  fliould  put  his 
life  in  theballance  with  this  fool.Which  prediftion 
was  loon  after  verified  by  experience,  for  awhile  af- 
ter this  fool  fetting  upon  other  people,  found  at  laft 
as  foülidi,  crofs  and  ftrong  a  fellow  as  himfdf,  that 

would 
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would  rather  fight  than  give  him  a  ftiver,  who 
knock'd  him  down  and  kill'd  him.     Upon  which 
the  wife  man  caufed  Tome  fayings  to  be  engraven 
over  him,  among  which  werethefe:  'The  number  Jnd  fome 
of  fools  is  infinite  -,  and  to  cure  a  fool,  requires  one  °^'^  P''°- 
and  a  half ;  for  without  blows  it  cannot  be  done.     '^ 

Ihe  third  fable. 
A  certain   fox   conceiting  himfclf  not  able  to  The  falls 
fubfift,  if  the  wolves  and  bears  lived  in  mutual  °^'*j(°'^\ 
amity,  ftirred  up  the  one  againft  the  other;  and^^^-^^" 
afterwards  fearint^:  left  the  wolf  which  favour'dhim 

o 

lefs,  fhould  get  the  better,  and  then  finding  him- 
felf  without  enemy,  Ihould  deftroy  him,  refolved 
to  ftrengthcn  the  bear  privately  with  food,  which 
he  had  Ipared  tor  himfclf,  and  to  fee  the  fight  be- 
tween them,  under  pri^tence  of  being  mediator, 
but  really  to  feed  upon  the  blood  of  the  conquer'd; 
which  when  he  tailed,  he  was  fo  tranfported  with 
the  relifii,  that  rather  than  forbear  the  blood,  he 
Jet  the  bear  have  fo  much  of  his  odier  natural  food, 
that  he  was  grown  weak.  But  the  two  combating 
beads,  obferving  this  ill  defign  of  the  pretended 
mediator,  and  his  weaknefs  togeth-r,  dcftroyed  this 
blood  thirfty  tox,  the  one  premeditately,  the  other 
by  the  fortune  of  the  war  ;  befides,  he  fell  unpitied. 
^  Forfuppole  the  wolf  and  bear  had  grown  fo  weak 
by  the  fox's  artifices,  that  they  could  not  have  hurt 
him  i  yet  there  were  lions,  tigers,  and  other  beafls 
of  p''ey,  wliich  could  as  cerrainly  and  eafily  have 
devoured  him,  becaufe  he  had  1  )ft  his  (Irengrh,  and 
could  no  longer  in  any  extremity  run  to  his  hole, 
and  thereby  five  and  def.^nd  himlelf  ' 

Thus  God  and  nature  punifheth  thofe  that  abufe 

their  Itrength,  and   f;ikes  the  crafty  in  their  own 

fiibtilty.    *  As  falfe  feli-love  is  the  root  of  all  mif- 

P  1,  chief, 

* Semita  certe 

Tranqiiillaj  per  virtutem  patet  unica  vitte.    yu-je>7. 
II  n'y  a  plus  grande  fineiTe  que  d'ei^rc  hüuiiae  de-bien. 
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chief,  fo  prudence  and  well-grounded  felf-love  is 
fbe  only  caufe  of  all  good  and  virtuous  adtions. 
Purfuant  ro  which,  as  we  fay,  Do  weli,  and  look 
not  backward^  is  the  greateft '  polity //ö//^»i  can 
ufe.  And  the  richeft  bleffing  which  God  can  pour 
down  upon  a  nation,  is  to  unite  the  interefts  thereof 
to  peace,  and  the  welfare  of  mankind :  according 
to  the  good  rule,  *  Hs  thai  loves  himfelf  aright, 
is  a  friend  to  all  the  ivorld. 

The  fourth  fable. 

A  certain  fel f- conceited  fox  in  a  deriding  man- 
Of  the  ner  afking  a  well-meaning  cat,  how  fhe  could  free 
J°^'  ^^'  her  felf  from  all  the  ill  accidents  of  this  world  ;  the 
fJl„  ""     cat  anfwered,  that  fhe  was  not  offended  when  any 

thing  was  faid  of  her  in  a  deriding  way. 
Small  hu-  In  a  word,  fiid  fhe,  I  ihew  thofe  that  would 
finefs  nvith  hurt  me  the  greatcft  kindnefs,  by  which  I  avoid 
upright'  allenmicy:  for  my  only  art  of  all  arts  is,  to  avoid 
much  kt-  ^'^^""'-  Upon  this  the  fox  flouted  with  the  cat, 
iet-y  faying,  -f  This  is  indeed  a  very  pretty  fcience  be- 

coming an  unarmed  roundhead-,  but  I  that  am  witty 
and  crafty  will  lord  it  over  others  :  and  befides  that, 
I  live  without  want  and  care,  for   in  an  inftant  I 
can  (hake  out  a  bag  full  of  artifices.     But  while  he 
was  thus  braving  it  out,  and  negligent,  a  huntfman 
with  his  dogs  was  come  fo  near  him,  that  not  heing 
able  to  efcape,  he  was  taken  in  his  fubtilty  by  the 
dogs,  and  killed,  while  the  cat  with  her  only  flight, 
_    ^        and  ever  neceffiry  fortification,  fled    for  her  life, 
much  clut-  riJ^rii'ig  'JP  3-  lofty  tree  and  fo  faved  her  felf:  and 
ter  ivith   from  thence  faw  the  cafe  of  the  fox  pulled  over  his 
great        ears,  comforting  her  felf  in  the   mean  time  with 

craft.  jj^jg  ^Qj^g^ 

Voca 

*  Qui  fibi  vere  amicus  eft,  hunc  omnibus  fcito  amicum. 
|]  Lepidum  caput  led  cerebrum  non habes. 


Chap.  4.     in  relation  to  War  and  Peace ^  2 1 5 

Poca  Brigata, 

Vita   Beat  a. 
Cafa  mia  cafa  mia 
Pur  Piccola  che  tufia 
Tu  mi  pari  un  abadia. 

This  therefore  is  the  great  and  neceflary  art   for  ^^ " 
Holland^  nocwithftanding   the   maxims  before  ob-  "^"'^jj 
jeded,  viz.  to  maintain  pe.ice,  and  fortify  our  fron-  that  peace 
tiers,  and  never  unneceftirily  to  meddle  with  part-  above  all 
ing  of  princes  that  are  in  war  by  our  ambaOIidors  ^^^"S^  '^ 
and  arbitrations:  for  by  thefe  means  we  fhall   be  ^^^^Y, 
certainly  drawn  into  the  charge  of  a  war,  and  bifides  \^^^^ 
are  like  to  gain  the  reward  of  parters,  and  bring 
the  war  or  the  hatred  of  both  parties  upon  our  felves, 
befidts  the  confumption  of  our  treafure  in  expen- 
five  embaiïies,  even  when  the  beft  happens.     And 
tho'  the  troubles  of  this  world  cannot  be  avoided 
always  either  by  force  or  art,  yet  we  ought  to  keep 
out  of  ihem  as  much  as  we  can  with  all  our  ftrength, 
prudence  and   polity.     And  if  notwithftanding  all 
this,  war  fhould  be  made  upon  Holland^  Hie    will 
gain  a  double  reputation,  when  with  the  encourage- 
ment of  her  own   (Irength,   long  before  provided, 
together  with  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  her  defence, 
Hie  fliall  overcome  the  danger.     Bcfides,  the  op- 
pofition  we  fhould  be  able  to  make,  as  well  as  the 
juft  hatred  that  always  attends  the  aggreffor,  and 
the  confequences  that  might  follow  the  conqueft  of 
this  country,  would  alarm  other  princes,  and  give 
them  time  to  deliver  us. 

And  tho'  I  know  thefc  maxims  will  always  be  rc- 
jefted  by  moft  of  the  idle  gentry,  foldiers  of  for- 
tune, and  the  foctifli  rabble,  as  if  v/e  relying  only 
on  our  impregnable  fortifications,  and  ftanding  on 
our  defence,  fliould  by  that  means  lofe  all  that 
name  and  reputation  we  have  acquired  ;  to  which 
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I  fhall  only  fay  that  all  is  not  gold  that  glifters,  and 
rufty  filver  is  more  valued  by  men  of  underftanding 
than  glittering  copper :  fo  whatever  is  profitable  to 
a  nation,  brings  alfo  a  good  reputation  to  perpetuity. 
*Tis  likewife  certain,  that  whatever  reduceth  Hol- 
land to  weaknefs,  tho'  it  were  under  the  moft 
glorious  title  of  the  world,  will  really  caufe  it  to  lie 
under  an  everlafting  fhame  and  reproach.  All 
which  God  grant  may  be  rightly  apprehended  by 
the  upright,  and  (now)  really  free  magiftrates  of 
Holland^  while  this  leaky  Ihip  of  the  commonwealth 
may  yet  by  labour  be  kept  above  water. 

CHAP.    V. 

"Enquiry  is  made,  whether y  and  how  the  *u>eU 
fare  of  any  country  may  he  pre/erved  by 
treaties  of  peace. 

To  compre  T)  UT  feeing  it  appearsin  the  preceding  difcourfe, 
hendwhat  ^^  that  treaties  of  peacc  importing  mutual  pro- 
a  treaty  of  ^-^^^^  q£  ^^^  prejudicinjr  one  another,  and  allowance 
or  trade  and  commerce  reciprocally,  are  very  ne- 
cefTary  for  Holland^  and  that  the  like  articles  are  by 
many  intermixt  with  treaties  of  alliance,  or  cove- 
nants among  neighbours,  which  neverthelefs,  as  I 
conceive,  have  for  the  moft  part  been  pernicious 
to  Holland^  and  will  be  found  fo  ;  I  find  myfelf 
therefore  obliged  to  exprefs  my  thoughts  on  this 
fubjeót,  and  to  fay,  that  a  treaty  of  peace  is  a  mu- 
tual promife  of  doing  no  hurt  to  each  other ;  to 
An  alii-  which  Hkewife  nature  obligeth  us.  But  on  the 
contrary,  an  alliance  or  covenant  obligeth  to  do 
fomething,  which  often  without  fuch  alliance  men 
would  not  do,  or  omit  fomething,  which  without 
fuch  alliance  they  would  not  omit. 

Since  then  all  things  paft  are  fo  much  beyond 
the  power  and  condud  of  man,  that  human  aftions 

and 
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and  force,  cannot  make  the  leafl:  altenuion  therein  -,  ^e  ought 
it  appears  that  all  mens  thoughts  ought  to  be  em-  ^y^»fij«*'* 
ployed  about  the  obtaining  of  fomething  that   is  Galons 
good,  or  defending  themfelves  irom    future  evil,  look  either 
which  efpecially  talies   place  in  our  confultations,  at  the  fu- 
and  tranfaftions  with  other  people.     For  even  in  '^'*'^»  <"* 
a  free  and  generous  gift,  where  all  neceflity  or  obli- 1^^ f'^f' 
gation  of  any  thing  to  be  done  for  the  future  feems  alfo]  ^^ 
to   be  excluded  ;  yet  is  it  evident,  that  it  is  done 
either  out  of  hope  of  gaining    fome  body's  friend- 
ihip,  or  ferviceablenefs,  or  obtaining  the  name  of 
being  kind  and  liberal.  But  aboveall,  thofe  thoughts 
muft  take  place  for  things  future  in  mutual  cove-  ^^  .^ 
nants,  feeing   the  eflfence  thereof  confifls  therein,  is  to  6e  ta- 
and  hath  its  eye  upon  it,  as  appears  by  all  the  ex-  ht  in 
amplesofit.     I  give  or  promife  to  give,  becaufe ''^^'^  ^i' ?/^ 
you  promife  to  give;  I  do  or  fhall  do,  becaufe  you  ^^'*^^^^- 
promife  to  do  -,  I  give  or  (hall  give,  that  you  Ihall  contraSïs 
not  do  -,  I   do  or  fhall  do,  that  you  may  not  do,  nvhich 
(jfc.     And  when  we  are  on  both  fides  fubjeded  to  ^«?''^' '» 
one  and  the  fame  fovereign  power,  thofe  agree-  '^^^  f^^'^" 
ments  are  freely  entered    into  -,  and  here  the  difE-  PTifh  par- 
culty  is  not  great,  tho'  we  perform   the  covenants  tiadarst 
firft,  becaufe  the  other  party  may  be  compelled  by  ^"^ 
the  judge  to  perform    his  engagements,  tho*  no 
body  would  willingly  be  the  compeller,  but  every 
one  would  ride  on  the  forehorfe:  having  is  better 
than  hoping;  and  what  he  hath  before  hand  is  the 
poor-man's  riches.     And  when  the  refpedtive  co- 
venanters are  fubjefted  toa  different  fupreme  power, 
then  diftruft  begins  to  encreafe :  but  becaufe  men 
know  that  he    that  is  unfaithful  may  be  punifhed, 
they  are  unwilling  to  put  it  to  the  venture. 

But  all  the  difficulty  lies  ht-re,  and  then  appear?,  Wtthj'o<ve' 
when  fovereign  powers  enter  into  mutual  covenants  ''eigns. 
and    alliances  ;  feeing  the  ftrongell    potentate  al- 
ways enjoys  the  fruit  of  a  peace   concluded,  and 

likewife 
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likewifc  the  benefit  covenanred;  which  0^'/^*  v^ery 
ingenioufly  fnew'd:  fo  that  tho'  there  be  fümetimes 
peace,  yet  *tis  always  neceffary  for  the  weakeft  to 
befo  watchful,  as  if  no  true  peace  were  ever  made 
by  fuch  powers,  on  which  the  weaker  party  might 
rely.  And  if  on  the  other  fide,  in  time  of  peace 
each  party  (hould  fortify  and  gaard  his  frontiers, 
and  by  intelligencers  endeavour  to  inform  himfelf 
of  his  neighbours  defigns,  in  order  to  behave  him- 
felf accordingly:  it  is  then  evident  that  all  treaties 
of  peace  mull:  be  prefumed  by  all  fovereign  powers 
(who  expeft  more  advantage  by  war  than  peace, 
and  confequently  are  not  founded  upon  peace)  to 
ferve  only  for  a  breathing  time,  and  to  wait  an  op- 
portunity of  attacking  their  neighbour  with  more 
advantage,  and  fo  to  overpower  him. 

And  Ï0  long  as  thole  opportunities  prefent  not, 
JhA  'when  the  peace  lafteth  among  the  potentates  of  the  world, 
andhrw    not  by  virtue  of  promifes,  oaths  or  feals  which  they 
cmtraai    ''^"   ^^  ^^'   timcs  eafily  infringe  without  fuffering 
are  to  be    ^"Y  pfcfent  punifhment,    but   by  virtue  of  their 
kept,         fear,  left  fome  future  evil   fliould  befal  the  peace- 
breaker.     So   that  a  true  and   real   peace  among 
fovereign  princes,  efpecially  for  the  weaker  party, 
is  but  a  notion  or  a  dream,  on  which  he  muft  riot 
rely. 
Efpecially      For  in  this  wicked  world  (God  amend   itj  'tis 
'with  mo-   very  evident,  that  moll  men  naturally  are  inclined 
narchs.      {^y.  ^]j  jnnginable  induftry  to  advance  their  intereft, 
without   regard  to  hand,    feal,  oath,  or   even    to 
eternity   it  felf ;  and  above   all,  fuch   inclinations 
and  aims  are  principally  found  in  monarchs,  princes 
and  great  lords :  for  we  are  taught   that  San^iias^ 
pië(as,  fides^  privata    bona  funt ;  ad   qiue  jtivant 
reges  eunt : 

y^briles  y  fennores 
hox  mas  [on  traydores. 

For 

*  Pax  licet  Interdum  eft,  pacis  fiducia  nunquam. 
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For  having  never  been  private  perfons,  nor  educated  Whofei- 
or  converfant  with  men  equal  to  themfelves,  they  '^"^  ^"""^ 
learn  nothing  of  modefty  or  condefcenfion  :  " cipher '^^''^/^ 
does  the  authority  of  judges  imprint   in  them   a  ƒ;^* 
reverence  to  facred  juftice.     Which  is  quite  con- 
trary in  all  republicks,  where  the  rulers  and  ma- 
giftrates  being  firft  educated   as  common   citizens, 
muft  daily  converfe  with  their  equals  or  fuperiours, 
and  learn  that  which  is  juft,  otherwife  they  would  j^  ^^^ 
be  compelled  to  their  duty  by  the  judge,  or  ozher  ci^vi/  ru- 
virtuous  and  powerful  civil   rulers ;  which  inward  Urs  do. 
motions  of  modefty^  difrretion  and  fear  leave  al- 
ways fome  remains  in  them,  when  they  come  af- 
terwards to   be  preferred  to  the  government   and 
magiftracy,  for  *  cuftom  is  a  facred  nature,  which 
is  not  eafily  altered. 

But  in  all  events,  if  in  treaties  of  peace,  when  /«  treaties 
neither  of  the  covenanters  do  any  thing  but  on\y  of  alliance 
reftrain  each  other  from  all  hoftile   adts,  there  i%^f"<^''^ 
little  certainty  that  the  covenants  will  on  both  fides  ^^'^^  ?,  ' 
be  kept ;  it  is  as  certain,  that  in  alliances,  wherein  than  by 
there  are  engagements  on  both  fides,  for  afliftance  treaties  of 
of  foldiery,  arms,  or  money,  that  there  is  a  greater  Z'^'**^^- 
uncertainty  of  obtaining  what  is  covenanted,  and 
that  there  can  be  no  truO:  repofcd  in  the  treaties  of 
fovereigns ;  all  advantages  of  alliances  confiding 
only  in  this,  that  one  part  may  pofiibly  be  drawn, 
to  perform   what  is  covenanted   before  the  other  : 
and  when  this  happens  in  matters  by  which  he  that  ^nti  ivhen 
performeth    is    really  weakened,   and    the    other  "'^■fi  • 
ftrengthened,  with  bare  hopes  only  of  advantages 
to  accrue  from  him  afterwards,  he  is  then  a  traitor  ^fpei-ialh 
to  himfelf,  brcaufe  he  foolifhly  gives  things  and  W--^» //;>£)» 
realities,  for  words,  hand,  and  leal ;  which  put  all  <i''^  ««a''?, 
together  hold  no  proportion  to  preponderate  and  '^''^  ^'^S.' 

rciiu  ygjg,2s. 

*  Adeo  a  tenerls  afluefcere  multum  eft. 

Quo  femel  ell  imbuta  recens  fcrvabit  odorem 
Telia  diu. 
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refift  the  ambition  and  covetoufnefs,  Juft",  rage  and 

felf- conceit   of  great  princes.     Dat  fcenas  laudata 

Becaufe    fides.     For  becaufc  ambition  exceeds   all  other  af- 

theyha've  fejf^JQj^j^  and  monarchs  order  all  externals,  and  efpe- 

tendency     cially  the  pubHck  r^'ligion,  which   is  ftrengthened, 

o^er  reli-  or  weakencJ  according    to  the  profperity  of  their 

^/ow  wor- government,  it  is  therefore  rightly  faid,  that  the 

fbip,  and  ^^.^^  j^^g  neither  blood  nor  relip-ijn  \  and  that  inte- 

little.        g'*'fy  's  always  deceived  or  circumvented.     So  that 

the  bed  way  is  not  totraft  them,  and  then  we  fhali 

not  be  cheated. 

AU  which  being  moft  certain,  it  is  Arrange  that 

any  fupreme  pow.^rs  Ihould  imagine  that  they  can 

oblige  a  formidable  fovereign  prince  to  gratitude 

for  benefits  received  vvithoutany  preceding  promifes, 

impoverifhing  themfelves  by  liberalities,  in   order 

to  enrich  and  llrengthen  thofe  they  fear:  for   we 

ought  always  to   prefmne,    that   kings  will   ever 

edeem  themfelves  obliged  to  any  thing   but   their 

own  grandeur  and  pleafure,  which  they  endeavour 

to  obtain,  without  any  regard  to  love,  hatred,  or 

gratitude. 

6ff  that  it      Cer.atnly  if  we  affirm,  that  it  is  a  curfed  religion 

is  a  ««<^- v^'hicii  teacheth  m.^n  to  i'acrifice  to  the  devil,  that 

makeprin-  ^^  "^^7  ^'^  ^^^""^  "°  mifchief ;  we  may  likewife  fiy, 

i-<ri  <ro«M:-- that  norhing  lefs  than  the  utmoft   defpair  can    rea-, 

r able  pre-  fonai  ly  induce   a  government  to  difcover    its  own 

fents.         weaknefs  to  a  dreaded   neighbour,  and  to    make 

him  flronger  by  giving  him   moiey  tD  buy  off  a 

feared  evil,  which  ought  to  be  refilled  by  the  beft 

arms,  and  moft  vigorous  elforts  •,  according  to  thc- 

SpanijJd  proverb,   *  To  give  to  kings,  is  a  kingly, 

that  is,  a  monftrous  great  folly:  for  the  holy  wood, 

the  blunt  crofs  of  prayers  and  remonftrances,  is  of 

iinall  force  among  men  of  power  ;  and  the  money 

lac  ificcd  o  the  idol  of  gratitude,  is  yet  of  lefs  value. 

But  he  who  jnthefe  horrid  diforders,  betakes  him- 

fclf 
*  Ej  nee  edad  real,  dar  a  reyes. 
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felf  for  refuge  to  the  iron,  and  fliarp  two- edged 
crofs,  the  fword,  makes  ufe  of  the  true  crofs  of 
miracles  againft  fovereign  princes  •,  and  this  rightly 
applied,  is  only  able  to  heal  the  king's  evil,  or 
ftate  agues. 

But  if  kings,  whilft  they  follow  their  own  incli-  But  to  fa- 
nations  and  pleafures,  will  fuffer  favourites  to  govern  '"^"«''^^^^ 
their  kingdoms,  it  is^then  clear,  that  fucli  favourites  J^,„  %] 
will  by  ail  means  endeavour,  during  their  uncertain  maybe ad- 
favour,  to  enrich  themfelves :  and  therefore  by  pri-  'vifabk. 
vate  bribes  to  fuch  creatures,  dangerous  refolutions 
may  be  prevented  -,  and  if  a  dangerous  war  be  ac 
any  time  very  much  feared,  may  be  well  and  pro- 
fitably beftowed.     But  yet  this  is  notto  be  done  'till 
the  utmoft  extremity.     For  we  are  taught,    that 
courtiers  may  very  well   be  refembled    to  hungry 
biting  dogs,  who  as  they  will  foon  obferve,  when 
their  bread   is    given    for   fnarling    at,    or   biting 
the    giver*,  fo  courtiers   who  are  always  "^^^^^^  which  the 
their   eftates,  and  always  hungry,  will,  in   ho^^^  fable  of  the 
of  obtaining  new  prefents,  be  always  moft  ready  hungry 
to  threaten     fuch   generous  givers,  nay    and  bite '''''-^■'*'''' 
them  too,  unlefs  fuch  open  handed  perfons  take  a  Courtiers 
good  refolution  to  ami  themfelves,  in  order  to  x'z-^vere  re- 
fift  their  menaces  and  attempts  by  force,  and   "^-^ fonbledy 
that  means  to  obtain  peace.  plainly 

And  to  exprefs  my  felf  more  amply  in  this  par- 
ticular, I  (hall  fay,  that  all  treaties  and  capitulations 
between  fupreme  governors  and  Hates,  arifj  by  rca- 
fon  of  a  mutual  diffidence  of  one  and  the  'i\Tv\tT^he gene- 
neighbour,  or  of  feveral  (Iror.g^r  neighbours,  and  ^^^  ff"/'^ 
by  a  mutual  defire  to  be  able  to  defend  themfelves^  f 

•    n  .    ,  conten- 

agamlt  one  or  more  mighty  potentates.  tions  and 

Or,  ftcordly,  through  a  defire  of  thef  me  lhirg,^va/w, 
appertaining  to  a  third  perfon,  and  to  enrich  them- '^'"^  Z^^^*"^» 
felves  by  an  alliance  and  conjunftion  with  another  :  Hope  and 
or  thirdly,  through  arrogance,  vain-glory,  and  am-  '^'«''^- 
bition.  '  ^^''y- 

Yet 


222 


It  is  not 

ad'vifabli 

to  make 

alliances 

njuith 

greater 

than 

them- 

felves. 
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Yet  it  matters  not  much  upon  what  reafon  thefe 
diflentions  and  alliances  arife,  but  whether  the  co- 
venanters and  allies  do  equally  fear,  or  have  need 
of  one  another  -,  and  whether  they  are  equally  con- 
cerned in  that  which  they  defire  to  obtain  or  defend. 
For  we  learn,  that  *  damage  parts  friendfhip,  and 
complainers  have  no  friends. 

In  a  word,  all  confifts  in  this,  whether  they  that 
enter  into  a  league,  h:we  a  common  interefi  to  avoid 
or  obtain  that  which  they  both  have  in  their  eye. 
For  where  that  is  not,  alliances  and  covenants  are 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftrongeft,  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  weakeft  :  fo  that  if  he  cannot  with- 
Itand  the  ftrongeft,  without  entering  into  capitula- 
tion with  him,  he  will  by  fuch  capitulation  be  the 
fooner  overthrown,  if  by  virtue  thereof  he  makes 
war  upon  a  neighbour  that  is  ftronger  than  he.  For 
it  is  better  to  have  many  mighty  neighbours  than  one, 
according  to  the  fible,  which  fays,  that  a  bear  may 
eafily  be  taken  by  one  able  huntfman,  but  thac  his 
hide  or  fkin  cannot  be  divided  among  many  before 
he  be  caught,  and  therefore  he  is  fulfered  to  live. 

Whence  it  neceffarily  and  irrefragably  follows, 
that  all  ftates  and  fovereigns  ought  not  to  enter  into 
alliances  with  thof^  who  are  ftronger,  but  rather 
with  fuch  as  are  inferior  to  themfelves  in  power, 
by  which  mrans  they  may  always  covenant,  that 
the  weaker  Ihall  firft  make  good  his  engagement ; 
and  in  all  doubrful  cafes,  where  mention  is  made  of 
enjoining  him  to  do  any  thing,  he  may  interpret 
them  to  his  ad  vantage,  at  leaft  afterwards,  fo  as  to 
do  no  more  than  he  will:  according  to  the  Italian 
proverb,  "^  Be  quick  to  receive^  Jlow  to  pay,  for 
an  accident  may  happen  ijobcrehy  you  may  never  pay 

any 


*  Idem  velle  idem  nofTe,  ea  demum  firma  amicitia  eft.     Ter. 

*  Al  pig' iar  pronto,  al  pagar  tardoj  perche  puo   nafcer  in- 
conveniente  che  non  fi  paghi  niente. 
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any  thing.  And  according  to  that,  *  //  is  good 
riding  on  the  fore-horfcy  and  being  a  majier  -y  for 
you  may  always  transfer^  or  give  away  as  7nucb  of 
your  right  as  you  wiil^  and  make  your  f  elf  lefs. 

Secondly,  from  hence  may  be  inferred,  that 
when  an  inferior  power  treats  with  one  fuperior  to 
him,  he  injures  himfelf,  if  he  do  notcontraft,  that 
the  ftronger  lliall  firft  perform  that  which  he  pro- 
mifes.  And  if  the  alli;ince  be  grounded  upon  a 
common  intereft,  the  fuperior  hath  little  reafon  to 
fear,  that  wnen  he  hath  pt-rformed  his  engagements, 
he  fhall  be  deceived  by  the  wt ak.-r :  fo  that  if  he  be 
not  willing  to  do  this,  he  gives  great  caufe  to  the 
weakeft  not  to  truft  him,  and  ü  not  to  enter  into 
fuch  a  treaty,  which  like  a  rotten  houk  is  like  to 
tall  upon  his  head. 

CHAP.     VI. 

Some  confiderations  particularly  relating  to 
alliances  between  Holland  and  inferior 
powers, 

HAVING  premifed  in  the  foregoing  chapter.  All aUi- 
that  the  intereft  of //^//(^«^confifts  in  peace,  ^'^^^^fir 
becaufe  our  fifheries,  trade,  navigation,  and  ma-  J^J^'^'"^^' 
nufadlures  will  increafe   more  by  peace  than  war,  tc  Hcl- 
and  that  thefe  are  the  pillars  on  which  our  ftate  is  land, 
founded;  it  follows,  that  all  covenants  and  alliances 
founded  upon  conqueft  and  glory  are  prejudicial  to  • 

Holland^  fince  by  fuch  alliances  the  peace  is  wil- 
fully broken,  and  wars  m.ade  to  the  ruin  or  decay 
of  the  faid  pillars  of  our  country. 

2dly.  It  alfo  naturally  follows,  that  no  alliances,  As  alfa 
except  fuch  as  are  grounded  upon  mutual  fear  and^^^'^f' 
defence  againft  a  much  fuperior  power,  can  be  pro-  "fyade^if 

'  fitable,  made  IV Jh 

_  .  .._,..,  republich. 

rrjeltatprevenirequam  prevenin.     II  faitboneurem?4in:rc, 

car  on  eft  tou;jours  valet  quand  on  veut. 
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fitable  for  Holland^  becaufe  by  this  means  either 
the  peace  will  be  more  lading,  or  the  war  that 
may  happen  will  have  a  better  and  fpeedierend. 

3/y.  If  we  confider  the  ftates  oï  Europe  in  their 
prefent  condition,  'tis  true,  all  republicks  being 
founded  on  peace  and  trade,  have  the  fame  intereft 
with  Holland^  to  preferve  and  maintain  peace  on 
every  fide :  but  they  by  continual  endeavours  to 
draw  our  trade,  and  its  dependencies  to  themfelves, 
always  obftrud  one  principal  defign,  which  is  the 
cncreafe  of  traflick.  And  confidering  alfo  that 
they  are  of  fo  little  power  to  aflift  Holland^  when 
in  diftrefs,  ngainft  a  greater  force,  'tis  wholly  un- 
advifcable  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  any  of 
them  for  common  defence.  For  as  to  the  defence 
by  land,  relating  to  the  United  Provinces  then)- 
felves,  we  have  found  how  fruillefs  a  thing,  and 
burdenfome  a  load  the  union  for  our  common  de- 
fence has  always  been  (I  will  not  fay  as  it  was  made, 
but  as  that  union  was  formerly  managed  by  our 
captains- general  and  iladtholders)  to  the  province 
of  Holland. 
The  union  And  tlio'  during  our  free  commonwealth  govern- 
o^Utrecht  ment,  all  thole  abufesofrhe  faid  union  which  have 
has  been  \^f^o^  {q  prejudicial  to  US,  and  arofe  merely  from 
mifufe  ,  to  ^       ^^-  QffQj^^Yni<r  the  late  heads  of  our  republiek,. 

the  preju-  0  1  » 

dice  of  ought  to  have  ceafcd ;  yet  by  long  continuance  they 
Holland,  have  fo  much  tended  to  the  advantage  of  our  I'epa- 
rate  allies,  and  their  deputies  of  the  generality,  and 
taken  fo  deep  a  root,  that  our  republiek  oïllo'land 
and  IVeft-Frieftand  can  hardly  compafs  or  obtain 
any  reformation,  or  any  new  and  profitable  orders 
for  their  own  particular  benefit,  tho*  with  never  fo 
much  ri^hc  demanded,  v;irhout  being  fubjcdl  to 
the  undue  oppofiiions  and  tliw:artings  of  the  laid 
allies  of  our  union;  and  their  deputies  with  whom 
we  are  forced  to  be  always  contending..  And  of 
tills  I  could  give  tlie  reader  infinite  examples,  par- 
ticularly 
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ricularly  by  means  of  Zealand  and  Frie/land^  from  See  L.  V. 
that  faithful  and  excellent  hiftory  of  L.  V.  Aiizma^  ^^T^^'* 
wherein  the  debates  about  the  fecïufion  of  the  prince  t'io'rfygr 
of  Orange  in  1 654,  and  about  the  order  made  anno  peame 
1663,  concerning  the  publiek  prayers  for  the  fupe-j^^/v,  and 
rior  and  inferior  magiftracy,  as  alfo  for  the  forefaid  ifj^^^lly 
allies,   and  their  deputies  in  the  generality,    ^'^'^'^ ratimi  "of 
council  of  ftate,  are  fully  related.  the  publiek 

And  if  we  (hould  make  alliances  with  the  rtvnoit  prayers, 
Germanic   republicks,  we  fhould  find  them  both  «^^Hol- 
chargeable  and  ufelefs ;  for  being  weaker  than  we,  ^J^^/ 
they  are  the  fooner  like  to  be  attacked,  and  then  we  concerning 
by  their  means  fhould  be  engaged  in  a  war  con-  the  falu- 
trary  to  our  own  intereft.  f'°"*  ^^' 

And  as  for  the  republicks  oï  Ital)\  it  is  vjtW  other  re- 
known,  that  in  our  wars  by  land,  they  neither  could,  publieks, 
nor  would  give  us  the  lead  affiftance,  which  was  '^^^^^^*' 
formerly  made  evident  by  our  alliance  with  Venice.  ^^  Italian 
And  except  in  the  Mediterranean^  they  can  give  cwould  he ' 
us  lefs  help  by  lea,  being  not  at  all  interefted  therein,  much  le/s 
And  for  the  Hans  republicks,  it  is  certain  that  they  fi^J''^^- 
are  not  only  very  weak  and  unfit  to  undertake  a  ^  ^  '^  "'' 
war  for  our  fakes  againft  thofs  who  are  too  ftrong 
for  us ;  but  on  the  contrary,  they  always  love  to  fee 
us  difturbed  and  obftru6led  at  fea,  that  in  the  mean 
time  they  may  trade  the  more :  fo  that  we  can  be 
aflifted  by  no  republicks  in  a  war  againft  a  itronger 
power.     And  becaulè  by  covenanting  with  them 
for  mutual  affiftance,  and  common  defence,  we  may 
very  eafily  fall  into  a  war  ;  we  mud  never  enter  in- 
to any  other  agreement  with  them,  fave  of  friend- 
fhip  and    traffick  ;    and  in  the  mean  while  ftand 
upon  our  guard,  as  if  we  were  to  be  alTilled  by  no 
republicks  in  the  whole  world  in  our  neceflïcy.   For 
tho'  indeed  thofe  republican  allies  and  friends  are 
good,  yet  woe  to  us  if  we  (land  in  need  of  them, 
and  ten  times  more  woe  to  us  if  we  wilfully  and  de- 

Q  liberately 
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iiberately  order  matters  fo,  as  at  all  times,  and  for 
ever  to  fland  in  need  of  our  neighbours  and  allies. 
What  al-  As  for  fuch  monarchs  and  princes,  who  by  alli- 
liances  ances  might  have  fome  communication  with  us-,  I. 
Teld  "tuiih  conceive  that  their  true  intereft  carries  them,  as  well 
lefer  mo-  ^^  their  favourites  and  courtiers,  to  hate  all  manner  of 
«archs.  republicks,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  lately  eftablifhed,, 
•  and  are  their  neighbours,  becaufe  they  are  a  perpe- 

tual reproof  to  them,  and  bring  the  ableil  and  moft 
difcerning  of  their  fubjefls  to  diflike  monarchical 
government.     And  therefore,  if  we  will  enter  into 
an  alliance  with  any  of  the  neighbouring  kings  and 
princes,  or  are  already  in  league  with  them,  we 
muft  (land  much  more  on  our  guard,  than  if  we 
were  to  make  an  alliance  with  a  free  republiek,  or 
Wjo  ha-    ^"^^^  *^^"^  ^^  •    ^^  ^^^^  ^^  '^  hardly  advifable  to  enter 
ting  re-      into  any  alliance  with  kings  and  princes.  Yet  feeing 
fuhlicks,    things  may  fo  happen,  that  fome  fuch  alliance  might 
efpecially    ^^^  fome  fhort  time  be  advanrageous  to  us ;    'tis 
*'muft  al-    neceffary  to  fpeak  of  fuch  kings  and  princes  diftinól- 
nvays  be    ly.     And  firft,  the  emperor  and  king  of  Poland 
npon  our    are  not  confiderable  to  us,  and  the  crown  of  Den- 
guard.       fnark  fo  weak  and  unfit  for  war,  that  as  we  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  thence,  fo  we  cannot  hope  to 
be  aflifted   by  them  in  our  troubles.     Sweden  and 
Brandenburgh  are  fo  deficient,  that  we  fhall  never 
caufe  them  to  take  arms  againfl:  our  enemies,  uck 
lefs  we  will  furnifh  them  with  great  fums  by  way 
of  advance  :  and,  as  I  laid  before,  all  fuch  alliances 
are  unfteady  and  wavering,  as  we  have  lately  learned 
by  Brandenburgh ;  and  France  by  Sweden  *,    who 
after  they  had  received  the  money  advanced,  ap- 
plied it  purely  to  their  own  affairs,  without  any 
regard  to  their  contrads.     Befides,  they  are  both 
of  fo  fmall  power,  that  if  they  fliould  become  our 
enemies,  we  might  ruin  them  by  prolonging  the 
war,  and  always  give  them  the  law  by  fea. 

So 
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So  that  they  would  loon  perceive,  that  they  could  J^^e  may 
gain  nothing  by  us,  that  their  traffick  would  be  ^°''^  /^A 
Ipoiied,  the  war  mifchievous   to  both  fides,  and  ^';,^"  ^ 
confequently  peace  and  friendOiip  would  be  bed  for  cvjith 
both.     Bat  in  all  cafes,  having  made  alliances  with  ""weaker, 
republicks  o»-  monarchs  that  are  weaker  than  our-  '^^^*  "^'^^ 
felves,  which,  by  alteration  of  conjun(5lures  of  time-' ^'''''^^'^' 
and  interefts,  would  certainly  tend  to  ruin  the  ftate, 
or  our  native  country  \  fufficienc  reafons  may  al- 
ways be  given  to  thofe  weaker  allies,  why,  with  a 
fdving  to  honour,  a  nation  may  depart  from  them, 
and  neither  may  nor  will  cither  ruin  themfelv^s  or 
their  fubjeifls  by  fuch  leagues ;  and  thereby  make 
good  the  proverb,  *  An  ill  oath  difpleafeth  God  : 
and  he  that  deceives  a  deceiver,  merits  a  chair  in 
heaven.     And  indeed  all  alliances  made  and  con- 
firmed by  6ath  between  fovereign  powers,  ought 
to  have  this  tacit  condition,  to  continue  fo  long  as 
the  intereftof  the  nation  will  admit.     So  that  if  ne- 
Verthelefs  a  prince  would  pundually  obferve  fuch 
alliances  to  the  ruin  of  his  country,  he  is  no  more 
to  be  efteemed  than  a  filly  child  that  knows  nothing 
of  the  world,  whilft  he  ought  to  govern  the  land 
as  a  guardian  to  his  orphans  ;   for  according  to  the 
rule  in  law,  "f"  Orphans  mtift  fuffer  no  lofs.     On  the 
other  fide,  the  ally  in  fuch  a  cafe  neither  may,  nor 
ought  to  perform  his  part,  if  it  be  againft  his  firfl: 
oath  and  duty  as  a  ruler  and  guardian,  and  to  the 
ruin  of  his  fubjeóbs  who  are  his  orphans  •,  and  there-    ' 
fore  it  mud  be  undcrftood,  that  he  will  not  main- 
tain it.     A  regent  or  guardian  ought  not  to  be  ig-  ^^  oppugns 
norant  of  this  •,    but  if  he  be  fo,  'tis  then  evident  "°^  ^^^  ^^ 
that  he  ought  to  be  governed  himfelf,  and  be  put  ^^.^  ^r  ^ 
under  wardfhip.     Woe  be  to  thofc  countries,  cities,  regent,  but 
Q^  2  and  «^'"^" 

*  Quod  male  juratur,  pejus  prseftacur.  'f-'^'^  ivitb 

Frangenti  fidem,  fides  frangatur  eidem.  ''> 

"f  Pupillus  pati  poffe  non  intelligitur.     Dig.  I.  40.  tit.  17. 
Reg.  Jur.  1 10. 
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and  orphans  that  muft  neverthelefs  be  governed  by 
fuch  rulers  and  guardians ! 


What  al- 
liances 
'with 
mighty 
monarchs 
are   to    hi 
keptf  viz. 
nvith 
France. 


France 
did  luholly 
fubfift  by 
agricul- 
ture, not 
fo  nanx. 


CHAP.     VII. 

Some  Confideratiom  touching  the  Alliances  which 
Holland  might  enter  into  with  mightier  Po- 
tentates  than  themfehes.  And  jirji  with 
France. 

U  T  touching  the  three  great  powers  o^  France^ 
Spain  and  England,  is  all  the  difficulty,  fince 
each  of  them  by  their  own  ftrengrh  can  always  be 
armed ;  and  knowing  how  much  we  are  concerned 
for  peace,  neither  of  them  fear  us,  but  we  muft 
tear  them.  And  therefore  it  is  very  necelTary  that 
we  behave  ourfelves  very  prudently  towards  them, 
as  to  the  point  of  alliances ;  which  to  effe£t  the  bet- 
ter, I  conceive  it  neceffary,  as  formerly,  particu- 
larly to  confider  how  much  good  and  evil  thofe  three 
kingdoms  may  receive  or  fuffer  from  the  HoUanderSy 
and  likewife  what  good  or  evil  can  befal  Holland 
by  each  of  them. 

As  to  France,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  formerly 
that  country  fubfilled  wholly  by  tillage,  and  there- 
fore could  fuffer  litde  damage  by  a  war  at  fea.  But 
fince  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  many  heavy  impofi- 
tions  have  been  laid  upon  all  imported  and  exported 
manufaólures ;  and  the  weaving  of  filk,  wool  and 
linnen,  with  many  other  mechaniek  works,  is  fo 
confiderably  improved  there,  that  the  French  can 
fupply  others  with  more  made  fluffs,  and  other  ma- 
nufadlures,  than  foreigners  take  off.  So  that  a  war 
againft  us,  would  be  more  prejudicial  to  them  than 
to  us. 

But  becaufe  this  firft  point  is  of  extraordinary 
weight,  and  perhaps  not  fo  well  underftood  by 
others,  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  draw  up  a  lift  of 

manu- 
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manufadures  and  commodities  exported  out  of 
France  into  foreign  parts,  efpecially  into  Hollandy 
according  to  a  fcheme  preiented  to  the  king  ol: 
Frnnce  by  the  fociety  of  merchants  at  Paris,  when 
a  new  and  very  high  impofition  was  laid  upon  all 
foreign  imported  goods,  and  efpecially  manufac- 
tures, fearing  left  the  like  impofition  would  be  laid 
by  Holland  and  England  upon  all  French  goods : 
and  alfo  from  an  information  exhibited  by  the  lord 
ambaffiidor  Boreel  in  1 658,  to  the  lords  ftates  general 
of  the  United  Provinces. 

1 .  In  the  Jirjl  place,   great  quantities  of  velvet.  Which  ap. 
plufhes,  fatins,  cloth  of  gold  and  filver,  taffatics, /^«'j  h 
and  other  filk  wares,  made   at  Lyons  and  Tours,  *^'^  ^^  <"' 
which  amount  to  above  fix  millions.  s^fe^LV 

2.  In  filk  ribbands,  laces,  paflements,  buttons,  Aitzmao» 
'■■Joops,  made  about  Paris,  Roan,  and  thofe  parts,  the  fame 

to  the  value  of  two  millions.  J^'*^* 

3.  Bever-hats,  caftors,  hats  of  wool  and  hair, 
"Which  are  made  in  and  about  Paris  and  Roan,  to 

the  value  of  one  million  and  a  half. 

4.  Feathers,  belts,  fms,  hoods,  mafks,  gilt  and 
^wrought  looking-glalTes,  watches,  and  other  fmall 
Vares,  to  the  value  of  above  two  millions. 

5.  Gloves  made  at  Paris,  Roan,  Vendome,  and 
Clermont,  to  the  value  of  above  a  million  and  a 

.half. 

T^    6.  Woollen -yarn  fpun  in  all  parts  of  P/Vr-ar^fy, 

worth  more  than  one  million  and  a  half. 
^'    y.  Paper  of  all  forts,  made  in  Ativergne,  Poitou, 
^ÏJmoufm,  Champagne  and  Normandy,  for  upwards 
'of  two  millions. 

^^'    8.  Pins  and  needles  made  at  Paris  and  Nor» 
^handy,  and  combs  of  box,  horn  and  ivory,  for  a 

million  and  a  half. 

^     9.  Childrens  toys,  7ir\i\  ^üch  ^^  Nuremburg  vf:\xe, 

^ör.  as  the  French  call  them,  ^lincailkrie,  made 
10  /jii  ^  4^  v,r^ii,  Q  ^         ^  in 
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in  Auvergne,  for  upwards  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
florins. 

10.  Linnen  fail-cloth  made  in  Brittany  and  Nor- 
mandy^ for  upwards  of  five  millions  of  florins. 

11.  Houfhold-goods,  beds,  matrafles,  hangings, 
coverlids,  quilts,  crefpines,  fringes  and  molets  of 
filk,  above  five  millions  of  florins. 

12.  Wines  from  G^/^c«y,  Xaintoigne^  NantoiSy 
and  other  places,  for  above  five  millions. 

13.  Brandies,  vinegars  and  fyder,  for  fifteen 
hundred  thoufand  livres. 

J  4,  Saffron,  woad,  foap,  honey,  almonds,  olives, 
capers,  prunes,  prunellas,  for  above  two  millions. 
0/  tlefe        i^.  Silt,  yearly  the  lading  of  five  or  fix  hundred 
goods  there  {]^jpg_^  exoorted  from  Rochel^  Maran^  Brouage,  the 

are  yearly  -rt       i       c  /-\7  j    d 

Iran/-       lüands  or  Oleron  and  Kee. 

And  if  we  add  to  this  the  French  companies  of 
train  and  whale  fins,  of  cod  and  pickled  herrings, 
of  refining  and  fining  fugars,  of  all  fpices  and  In- 
dian wares,  with  prohibition  to  all  that  are  not  of 
the  company  to  import  any  into  France  j  every  one 
may  then  obferve,  that  by  a  French  war  againft  us, 
the  inhabitants  oï  France  will  be  much  more  pre- 
judiced than  thofe  of  Holland  in  their  navigation  and 
traffick. 

Secondly,  It  is  apparent,  that  the  French  have 
very  few  of  their  own  fliips  and  mariners ;  fo  that 
all  their  traffick  is  driven  (fome  few  Engljflj  fliips 
and  traffick  excepted),  by  Holland  fhips  to  Holland, 
or  at  leafl:  unlading  tiiere.  And  moreover,  when 
any  goods  are  to  be  tranfported  from  one  French 
harbour  to  another,  they  are  put  on  board  Holland 
velTcls. 

'thirdly.  It  is  clear,  that  the  Hollanders  do  buy 

up  moft  of  the   Fnnch  wines   and   fait    that  are 

tnoji  of  the  exported  -,  and  that  fait  might  be  had  in  other  coun- 

S°°^^  _       tries,  and  particularly  in  Portugal,  Spain  and  Punlo 

del  Rev,     As  it  is  likewife  üue,  that  we  can  better 

forbear 
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éoue  30 
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<!Vjhereof 
Holland 
takes  off 
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Holland 
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forbear  thofe  ivines  in  Holland^  than  the  French  no- 
bility and  ecclefiafticks  (to  whom  mod  of  the  wines 
belong)  can  forbear  our  money.  And  befides,  by 
reafon  of  the  peace  in  Germany^  in  cafe  of  war  with 
France^  the  greateft  part  of  tiiat  trade  may  be  fup- 
plied  with  Rhenifl?  wines,  and  poflibly  continue  fo 
;.  alienated,  akho*  the  fame  were  not  fo  profitable  for 
Holland^  as  the  trade  by  fea  in  French  wines  would 
be. 

Fourthly^  'Tis  well  known,  that  in  France  very  France 
many  Dj/Zri?  cloths,  lays,  linnen,  herrings,  cod,  zxxdi formerly 
Other  wares,  tranfported  thither  by  our  fhips,  were  ^<^°^  °ff 
formerly  fpenc  there  -,    which  now  by  new  impofi-  f '^J    °  " 
lions  is  much  leffened,  or  wholly  prohibited.  ^^^^^^  ^„^ 

•     Fifthly^   It  is  evident  that  France  cannot  attack  not  nonv. 
us  by  land,  nor  by  fea,  for  want  of  good  fhipping,  Canmt 
and  on  account  of  the  danger  of  our  coaft  :  fo  that,  hurt  us  hy 
■  if  they  fcize  our  goods,  debts  and  (liips,  they  can  ^««'*'.  and 
do  us  no  further  mifchief,  except  by  fmall  capers  at  "y^^'^  " 
'fea,  which  we  may  eafily  prevent  by  keeping  con-  "J^bïeT  ^* 
voy-fhips  about  Ujhant^  and  fending  fome  few  crui- 
zers  to  pick  up  the  privateers  that  ply  about  the  Ga- 
ronne^ and   the  Loire^    and  clear  the  north  fea  of 
^•them.     But  the  greateft  harm  that  the  French  can  But  in  the 
do  the  Hollanders^  would  be  in  the  Mediterranean  ^^'^^'^'^e'"- 
'leas,  where,  by  realon  or  our  remote  lituation,  we 
•'cannot  without  great  expence  over-power  them  in 
'  {hipping.     But  our  good  orders,  according  to  which 
our  fliips  muft  be  armed  and  manned,   would  pre- 
'ferve  them  from  many  depredations. 

^'     Sixthly^  It  cannot  on   the  other  fide  be  denied,  Ourua'val 
'^X\\?X  Holland  with  its  great  ftrength  of  fhipping,  «^"''/««^ 
would    be  able  to  plunder  all   that  far  extended-^''^^'^  '''"-^ 
'French  fea-coaft  from   the  north-fea  to  hah\  and  p^^^ce  ;V/ 
'•take  thofe  weak  towns  and  burn  them,  unlefs  they  a  continual 
•were   prevented  by  an  extraordinary  force  oï^oX- alarm. 
•■'  drery  by  land ;  there  being  in  France  on  the  fea-fide 
/^'very  many  weak  towns  and  villages,  and  no  fhips 

0.4         ^        ,  of 
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So  that  of  war  that  dare  keep  the  fea  againft  ours.  Befides 
^hk't "  ^^^^^  ""^  ^°^^^  deftroy  all  their  trade  to  the  Eafi 
compel  the^"^^^  '<:/2>j,  and  indeed  through  2\\  Europe \ 

French  to  which  is  a.  ^ent  of  fo  much  importance  to  France^ 
cpeace.  as  hath  been  .  Hy  declared.  And  when  we  fur- 
ther confidcr,  that  in  all  governments  of  a  fingle  per- 
fon,  the  treafure  in  a  time  of  war  is  miferably  waft- 
ed, as  fhall  be  farther  demonftrated  when  we  come 
to  fpeak  of  England ;  we  fhall  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  we  fhould  be  able  either  to  ruin  the  French, 
or  compel  them  to  a  peace. 

By  all  which  it  clearly  appears,  that  a  king  of 
France  may  not  make  war  upon  us,  for  fear  of  re- 
ceiving great  damage  from  us,  or  others  in  our  be- 
half, nor  in  hope  of  conquering  us,  nor  yet  through 
vain  glory  :  but  that  on  the  contrary,  a  war  againft 
us  would  immediately  caufe  all  French  traffick  and 
navigation  to  be  at  a  ftand,  and  endanger  the  lofs 
of  it  for  the  future. 
'jnd  And  moreover,  if  we  obferve  that  Spain  in  fome 

therefore    meafure,  and  England  yet  more,  ufed  to  be  formi- 
ive  may     (j^b]e  (q  France,  it  will  further  appear,  that  wene- 
^^^{"J^^ ƒ "ƒ  ver  ought,  by  any  threatnings  oï  France  to  make 
reji  a-       war  againft  US,  to  fulFer  ourfelves  to  be  drawn  in 
gainfl        to  make  any  league  with  France,  which  we  con- 
france.     ceive  would  be  prejudicial  to  us.     And  much  lels 
ought  we,   to  pleaie  France,  to  fuffer  ourfelves  to 
be  brought  into  any  war,  by  which  tiie  ftrength  of 
Spain  or  England  iTiould  be  impaired  by  the  French  : 
for  having  once  done  fo,  we  Ihould  meet  with  more 
bold  and  troublelbme  rencounters  from  them,  and 
expe(5t  at  laft  a  more  fsvere  war  from  that  kingdom. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Conjiderations  concerning  Holland^  entering 
into  Alliance  with  Spain. 

AS  to  Spain,  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  all  the  Spain  fui^ 
welfare  of  that  kingdom  depends  on  theirT^^^  h  iis 
trade  to  thtJVeJi, Indie s :    and  ihu  Spain  ^^ords"^.^^'^^ 
only  wool,  fruit  and  iron  •,   and  in  lieu  of  this,  re-  Weft- 
quiresfo  many  /i/ö//^;/^manufad:uresandcommodi-  Indies. 
lies,  that  all  the  Spanijh  and  Wejl-  Indian  wares  are  y.  . 
not  fufficient  to  make  returns  for  them.  ^^^/  ^^^ 

So  that  the  Holland  merchants,  who  carry  mo-  take's  of 
Hey  to  moft  parts  of  the  world  to  buy  commodities,  "'ore  of 
xnuft  out  of  this  fingle  country  of  all  Europe  carry  °"''  *^«»«- 
home  money,  which  they  receive  in  payment  for^^  "'^"'' 
their  goods,  without  benefit  and  by  Health,  over 
that  raging  and  boifterous  fea. 

2.  It  is  well  known  that  Spain  during  our  wars,  jjasm 
loft  moft  of  their  naval  forces  ;  and  that  we  duringy^>j  nor 
our  peace,  have  for  the  moft  part  beat  the  Eajlern  »i<iriners^ 
merchants  and  Englifh  out  of  that  trade.      So  that 

it  is  now  certain,  that  in  Spain  all  the  coaft  is  na- 
vigated with  few  other  than  Holland  ftiips ;  and 
that  their  fhipsand  feamen  are  lb  few,  that  fince  the 
peace  they  have  publickiy  begun  to  hire  our  ihips 
to  fail  to  the  Indies,  whereas  they  were  formerly 
fo  careful  to  exclude  all  foreigners  thence. 

3.  It  is  manifeft,  that  the  tl^'^eji-lndies,  being  as  ^^^  ^^^^.^ 
the  ftomach  in  the  body  to  Spain,  muft  be  joined  „ions  much 
to  the  Spanifh  head  by  a  fea- force:    and  that  \\\tdifpers'd. 
kingdom  oï  Naples,  with  the  Netherlands,  being 

like  two  arms,  they  cannot  lay  out  their  ftrength 
and  vigour  for  Spain,  nor  receive  any  from  thence 
but  by  Ihipping.  All  which  may  be  very  eafily 
done  by  our  naval  power  in  a  time  of  peace,  and 
may  as  well  be  obftruded  in  a  time  of  war. 

4.1t 
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Andthere-  4.  It  is  likewife  certain,  that  Holland  by  its  na- 
fore  our  yal  ftrength,  rs  able  wonderfully  to  incumber  and 
"f"^  perplex  this  whole  difperfed  body  in  time  of  war, 
can  hinder  and  accordingly  put  them  to  the  charge  of  main- 
iheir  mu-  taining  an  incredible  number  of  land-forces  in  gar- 

tualcom-    rifons. 

/«««/r^-         g^j.  ^j^  ji^g  ^^j^gj.  ^^^^  j^  j^  jikewife  true,  i.  That 
the  king   of  Spain    muft   continually  maintain  -a 
?^!?  .•     gfeat  military  ftrength  againft  the  mighty  kingdoni 
year  of      ^^  France^  and  in  thofe  great  and  jealous  Nether- 
"f  ranee,     landijh  cities,  or  elfe  lofe  his  countries. 
Hath  had      ^-  ^^  ^^  known,  that  the  faid  king  has  pretefiw 
frttenfions  fions.to  Holland^  and  a  very  powerful  adherence  of 
ufon  Hoi-  the  Roman  catholicks  ;  tho'  the  ftrength  of  both 
land.        f|,^£fe  {\f-ice  our  peace,  and  his  laying  down  all  pre- 
tenfions  to  our  country,  and  efpecially  by  the  expi- 
ration of  fo  many  years,  and  our  own  confirmed 
and  improved  government,  is  very  much  diminifh- 
ed,  and  almoft  annihilated. 
It  hounds       3-  ^^  '^  likewife  evident  that  Spain^  by  Brahanï*^ 
vpon  Hol-  bordering  on  Holland^  and  by  means  of  the  Flemifh 
land.        fea-havens,  is  able  to  difturb  our  fiflieries  and  traf-' 

fick,  in  this  fmall  north  fea. 
Offenftve       4-  ^^  is  Certain,  that  this  ftate  of  free  government 
I'oars        will  not  think  it  advifiible,  tho'  they  fhould  fall  into 
hurtful  to  a  war  with  Spaln^  to  take  any  more  Netherlandijh 

^"  *  cities  by  exceeding  chargeable  fieges. 
We  are  in  5-  ^^  '^^  manifeft  that  all  the  frontiers  of  the  Uni^d 
a  good  Netherlands  are  fo  well  fortified,  that  we  are  not 
condition  likely  to  lofe  any  of  them  unlefs  by  their  great 
fora  de-  j^ut^T,5er  ;  and  yet  if  they  are  in  any  wife  well  de- 
fended,  they  v/ould  hardly  pay  thedam:igeto5;)öz^. 
Moreover,  Spain  would  then  have  reafon  to  expea 
thac  we  ihould  excite  France^  according  to  the  in'- 
tcreft  of  the  kingdom,  to  prevent  any  addition*! 
increafe  of  Spain  by  making  war  on  his  frontier^, 
which  v/ould  always  in  fuch  cafes  be  very  terrible 
to  Spain, 

So 
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So  that  by  all  that  hath  been  faid,  it  is  manifeft,.  Whereby 
that  Spain  may  receive  many  great  advantages  by  '^^  "'^y 
Holland  in  time  of  peace  ;    and  that  a  v/ar  is  vtxy  ^"'■'"^ J''^^ 
prejudicial  for  both  fides :  yet  fo,  that  there  is  much gahj 
more  appearance  for  the  king  of  Spain  to  gain  upon  Spain, 
us  by  land,  than  for  us  upon  him,  unlefs  we  fhould 
reckon  the  plundering  and  burning  of  his  cities  in 
Spain,  and  the  lofing  his  galleons  at  fea  to  balance 
it.     Becaufe,  as  we  have  faid  before,  our  free  rulers 
having  their  eye  upon  trade  do  always  decline  an 
offenfive  war,  and  will  carry  on  none  but  what  is 
•necefifary  and  defenfive  only. 
'•    Whence  we  may  alfo  infer,  that  out  of  fear  of  a 
war  we  ought  never,  againft  the  intereft  of  this  ftate 
in  itfelf  considered,  to  make  alliances  with  Spain', 
and  much  lefs  fhould  we  fufFer  ourfelves  to  be  led 
away  to  make  the  leaft  war  againft  any  of  our  nei- 
bours  who  are  formidable  to  him  ;  fince  the  greateft 
quiet  of  this  ftate  confifts  in  this,  that  France  be 
formidable  to  Spain,  and  England  a  friend  to  us. 

:i'  C  H  A  P.    IX. 

jiiConJideratio?2s  touchi?jg  Hollands  entering 
Qi!  into  Alliance  with  England. 

As  for  England^  we  are  to  know,  that  hereto-  England 
fore  it  wholly  fubfifted  by   hufbindry,  ^iud^'^^P^ 
was  wont  to  be  fo  naked  of  any  naval  power,  thatj?'"^'"^''^ 
the  Hans  towns  being  at  war  with  England^  they  ^anTtv 
compelled  king  Edward  in  the  year  1470,  to  make  without 
peace  upon  terms  ot  advantage  to  them.     And  fo  f'^-^^al 
long  as  the  Englijh  ufed  to  tranfport  nothing  but  d.-^''^"^^^' 
few  minerals,  and  much  wool,  which  they  carried  See  Phil, 
to  Calais  by  a  fmall  number  of  their  own  fliips;  and  de  Comi- 
fold  only  to  Netberlandifj  clothiers,  it  would  have  "^^■ 
been  fo  prejudicial  for  the  king  to  forbear  his  cu- 
ftoms  of  wool  (which  at  Calais  alone  amounted  to 
I  50000 
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50000  crowns  ■per  annum)  and  likewife  to  the  fub- 
jeft,  in  ciife  he  had  made  war  upon  the  Netherlands^ 
that  we  read  not  that  thefe  trading  provinces  ever 
broke  out  into  a  perfeft  open  war  againft  Englandl 
-And in      ^^''   ^'^^'    fometimes  war    happened   between   the 
j'ome  mea-  princes  of  the  refpedive  countries,  neverthelefs  moft 
Jure  de-     of  the  cities  concerned  in  traffick  and  drapery,  con- 
^T'^f"^   tinued  in  amity.     In  fo  much  that  all  the  wars  of 
.      ƒ  ^^^  that  rich  and  plentiful  country  broke  out  againft 
Nether-     France^  and  confequently  againft  Scotland^  or  ellè 
lands.        againft  Wales  and  Ireland^  and  fometimes  againft 
Spain.  '* 

But  miv  Byt  afterwards,  when  the  compulfive  laws  of  thé 
^°* ^l^^l'  Netherlandifh  halls,  and  the  tumultuous  rifmg  a- 
'*'  gainft  them  which  followed,  together  with  our  in- 
land and  foreign  wars,  had  firft  driven  the  cloth- 
weaving  into  our  villages,  and  thence  into  England^ 
and,  by  the  cruelty  of  the  duke  of  yf/i'^?,  the  fay-- 
weaving  went  alfo  after  it  \  the  Englijh  by  degreei 
fell  to  vend  their  manufadures  throughout  Europe 
became  potent  at  fea,  and  began  no  longer  to  de- 
pend on  thefe  Netherlands.  Then  by  the  difco- 
very  of  that  unexprefllble  rich  cod- bank  of  NeW' 
foundland.,  thofe  of  Briftol  in  particular  made  ufe 
of  that  advantage  ;  and  ballafting  their  fhips  with 
Englijh  lead,  tin,  and  other  wares,  when  they  had  ' 
compleated  their  fifhing  of  cod  on  the  faid  bank'^ 
they  failed  with  it  to  Spain.,  and  throughout  the 
Mediterranean.,  to  vend  their  EngliJIj  wares  with 
their  Baccaleau^  or  Poor-John^  in  all  thofe  parts* 
and  in  return  earned  other  goods  of  thofe  lands  to 
England. 

Finally,  we  may  add  the  long  perfecution 
Ot  the  puritans  in  England.,  which  caufing  the 
planting  of  many  Englijh  colonies  in  America,  hath 
given  England  a  very  great  conveniercy  to  drive  a 
mighty  toreign  trade  with  the  Indies  and  ihe  faid 
colonies. 

So 
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So  that  this  mighty  ifland,  united  with  the  king-  Is  become 
dom  0Ï  Ireland  under  theprovernment  of  onekine,/'"'^''/'^,*^^ 

^  ,  J      9  .p  \        to  all  the 

feems  not  to  have  need  or  any  gariions  to  repel  a  ,  ^^^^^^^y 
foreign  enemy,  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  Europe^  Europe, 
having  a  clean  deep  coafl,    furnifhed  with  goodfiWw^> 
harbours  and  bays,  in  fo  narrow  a  fea,  that  all  fo- 
reign (hips  that  fail  to  the  eaftward  or  weftward, 
are  necelFitated  even   in   fair   weather  to  fhun  the 
dangerous  French  coaR,  and  fail  along  that  of  Eng- 
hnd^  and  in  itormy  weather  to  run  in  and  preferve 
their  lives^  fhips,  and  goods,  in  its  bays.    So  that 
it  is  ealy  to  judge,  that  the  faid  king  having  ac- 
quired a  confiderable  naval  power,  and  being  in- 
dependent on  all  his  neighbours  as  to  trade,  is  very 
conftderable  to  all  that  are  concerned  in  navigating 
the  faid  narrow  feas. 

;^  For  according  to  the  proverb,  *  A  mafter  at  fea  For  its  ex- 
is  a  lord  at  land  -,  and  efpecially  a  king  of  England^  ceed'mg 
feeing  he  is  able  both  by  whole  fleetsof  niips,and  J^^*"^^'^^^»' 
private  fhips  of  war,  at  all  times  to  feize  fhips  that'J^'^^^^* 
fail  by  that  coaft  •,  the  wefterly  winds  which  blow  the  domi- 
for  the  moÜ:  part  on  this  fide  the /ro/^iV^,  ^Wm^nion  of  tht 
the  Englifh  great  opportunities  to  lail  out  of  their/''^* 
numerous  bays  and  harbours  at  pleafure,  to  infeft 
our  navigation.     And  if  this  commerce  to  the  eaft- 
ward  and  weftward  were  (top'd,  or  prevented,  it 
would  certainly  prove  the  ruin  of  Holland. 
1,..  Which  formidable  power  of  the  kingdom  of 
'England^  king   Henry  the  8th  was  fo  fenlible  of, 
that  he  dared  to  ufe   this  device,  *  He  whom  I 
affift  Ihali  be  mafter :  and  accordingly  made  war 
as  he  lifted,  fomrtimes  againft  France^   fometimes 
againft  ^pain  ;  v/hich  was  then  ftrengthened  with 
the  German  empire,  and  thefe  Netherlands  ;  ma- 
J^ipg  peace  at  his  own  pleafure  both  with  Francis 

the 

hlf''  Imperator  maris,  terra:  dominus. 
f  Cui  adhsreo  prxeft. 
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the  firft,  and  Charles  the  fifth,  whom  he  durft  fo- 
horribly  defpife,  as  to  repudiate  his  aunt.  '^ 

So  that  England  now,    by  a  conjunction  with' 
Scotland^  being  much  increafed  in  ftrength,  as  well 
as  by  manufaftures,  and  a  great  navigation,   will 
in  all  refpeds  be  formidable  to  all  Europe,  fo  foonV 
as  an  abfolute  king  (hall  make  ufe  of  that  power' 
againft  his  neighbours,  without  the  check  and  con- 
troul  of  a  parliament. 
How  much     But  o;i  the  other  fide,  it  is  alfo  certain  that  Eng- 
England    land  in  a  time  of  peace  has  great  advantages  by  the 
*^?,.Ji  ^'  Hollanders,  who  in  their  piTlTaore  are  neceffitated  to 
a  peace      irequent  then-  havens.  '  And  there  are  now  m  Hol- 
nuith  Hoi-  land  many  more  Englijh  commodities,  which  we 
land,  or    could    very  well  fpare,    that  are  tranl ported  and 
f'Twar  ^^^^  ^y  "^>  ^^^^"  Holland  hath  wares  in  England, 
■  becaufe  the  Holland  and  other  foreign  manufactures 
have  for  the  moO:  part  long  fince  been  prohibited.' 
And  fince  the  prohibition  in  England  of  importing' 
any  goods,  lave  thofe  of  the  growth  and  manufac- 
ture of  the  country,  by  foreign  fhips  into  England^ 
all  our  navigation  to  that  kingdom  is  at  a  ftand.       ' 

2.  It  is  evident,  that  the  rivers  in  England  are 
very  fmall,  and  remote  from  one  another  ;  fo  that' 
all   mutual   traffick,    and   tranfporting   of  goods' 
there,  being  necefïarily  done  upon  the  open  fea^" 
the  Englijh  may  fufter  great  loffes  by  our  private 
ihips  of  war. 

3.  1 1  is  certain  that  the  Englijh  traffick  by  fea 
By  our      being  fo  grear,  and  remote,   maybe  moft  preju- 
great  7:a-   diccd  in  the  Medterranean  fea,  and  the  Eafl-In- ' 
'valpo^.   j^-^^^  by  ^}^^.  Holland  (hips,  which  during  our  freöi 

government  are  much  augmented,  and  muft  and 
will  be  increafed  more  and  more. 

4.  It  is  clear,  that  confidering  our  fmall  andil 
dangerous  coaft,  the  Eiigli/h  by  land  can  make  no^ 
conqued  upon  Holland,  unlefs  they  can  get  footing^' 
by  means  of  our  intelline  diviüons  j  nor  we  on 

tiiem 
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tl^em,  for  another  reafon.  Befides,  kings  will  ever 
b,e  conquering  of  lands,  and  prudent  republicks 
wfhifh  thrive  bed  by  peace,  will  never  do  fo,  buc 
rather, ercil  colonies.  ■ 

.,5;»  It  is   therefore  confequently  true,    that  the  ^  ^^,^^.  ^., 
fy^gUfi  cannot  make  war  upon  us  but  by  fea.    And^^,  too  ' 
fince,  thofe  wars  mult  be  carried  on  purely  v^-xih-c^^afjeabli 
money,    becaufe  -naval    power  cannot  fubfift   by^^^"S; 
pjundering,  and  quartering  in  an  enemy  s  country,  ^^  J^^^^ 
and  that  the  king  of  England  cannot  employ  \iis  a  areat 
revenue  for  that  end,  having  occafion  for  that  and  v^val 
more  to  maintain  his  court :   It  alfo  follows  that  hzJ''^-'^-'^^   . 
v/OLjid  have   need  of  another  (landing  revenue  oc 
tand,  to  be  enabled  to  carry  on  the  faid  war  by  fea.'. 
'  6.  It  will  be  granted,  that  the  faid  king  having  ^^^^^^^ 
a  new  {landing  revenue  to  maintain  thofe  wars,  he  that  king 
would  never  after  call  a  parliament  to  defire  fubfi-  can  carry 
dies  from  them,  and  confequently  the  parliament  °"  ^^^^* 
will  never  fuffer  that  any  perpetual  important  ^^^'^the"lvm 
be  eflablifhed  in  that  kingdom  ;  becaufe  the  ella-  than  by 
blilhnient  of  ftich  a  tax  would  utterly  dived  them  taxes. 
of  fo  weighty  a  privilege,   as  is  the  alTembling  of 
parliaments,  in  which  all  abufi-s  are  to  be  redrefs'd, 
and  the  extortions,  briberies,  and. other  opprefTions 
of  minifters  and  courtiers  prevented  or  punifhed, 
and  right  done  to  the  people,  before  they  will  en- 
gage by  an  a6l  of  parliament  to  pay  thofe  heavy 
fubfidies. 

7.  It  is  evident,  that  fo  long  as  we  effe6lually  ^^j/^^ 
take  care  of  our  naval  power,  and  increafe  itasawaA/^^ 
opportunities  ofr^^r,  a  war  with  us  would  require  fo  ^-'-tolerable 
great  and  chargeable  fleets,  that  they  could  nor  be  g^'^^jj^ 
fet  to  lea,  and  maintained  by  fubfidies  or  taxes  only, 
becaufe  the  burden  would  be  fo  great,  fo  iTnex- 
peded,   and  'io  uneafily  born  by  the  inhabitants, 
ihat  the  king  would  be  in  continual  apprehenfion 
and  fear  of  an  iufurretT;ion  of  his  fubjcds,  if  he 
fnould  obftinatcly  perfill  to  make  war  againft  us. 

S.Ic 
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And  a  8.  It  is  certain,  that  the  courtiers  and  favourites 

y^^.  ^     who  poflefs  the  king's  ear,  may  make  great  profits 
wifervic?-  ^7  ^^^^  ^«^^  ^^  ^'^^j  ^Y  P^Jzes  taken,  and  fubfidies 
able  to  the  granted,  as  long  as  they  continue  on  fhore  to  ma- 
courtiers.   nage  the  fame.     But  if  rhey  go  to  fea  themfelves 
to  command  in  the  fleet,  they  put  themfelves  in  as 
much  danger  of  their  lives  as  the  leaft  perfon  there, 
by  ftorms,    fhipwracks,    firefhips,    bullets  -,    and 
moreover,  run  the  hazard  of  having  all  their  en- 
deavours during  their  abfence  from  court  mifcon- 
ftrued,  and  mifreprefented  to  the  king  by  other 
courtier<>.      In    a  word,    if  thofc  favourites,    and 
courtiers,  remain  on  (bore  during  the  war  againft 
Holland^  they  will  be  necelTicated  to  fee  the  admi- 
ral Carry  away  all  the  honour  of  good  fuccefles,  and 
they  the  blame  of  the  bad  •,  whilft  inftead  of  care- 
fully providing  all  things  neceffary,  they  fludy  to 
enrich  themfelves  by  the  fubfidies  and  prizes  ;  and 
the  nation  would  gain  little  honour  or  profit  by 
fuch   a  chargeable  naval  war.     And  on  the  other 
fide,  if  they  go  to  fea  to  command  the  fleets,  they 
mud  neceffarily  part  from  the  court,  and  be  abfent 
from  the  king,  and  confequently  run  a  great  ha- 
zard, lefb  in  the  mean  time  fome  malevolent  pri- 
vate enemy,  who  hath  the  king*s  ear,  may  fo  ma- 
nage the  matter,  that  the'  they  went  to  fea  in  the 
king's  favour,  yet  they  may  be  called  home  with 
difgrace. 
Enghnd        9'  ^^  '^  Certain,    that  England^  Scotland^   and 
may  be      Ireland^  having  in  all  parts  a  deep  and  bold  coaft, 
plundered  their  citics,  towns,  and  villages  in  the  country  be- 
^^"^',      .  i"g  weak,  or  without  walls  and  fortifications,  they 
'iompe'Ued    "^'^X  *"  ^'^  places  be  attacked,    and  our  men  may 
to  ,edum   be  landed  under  the  fhclter  of  our  cannon,  and  {o 
thiir         plunder  and  burn  thofe  places.     Whereas  the  En^' 
t(rims        iifif  cannot  do  the  like  in  HoUand^    becaufe  our 
in^  hut   ^"''''^'^  coaft  can  eafily  be  guarded  and  fecured  by 
Holland    c^ur  own  forces,  and  is  fo  foul  and  (hallow,  that 
not.  the 
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the  enemies  fhips  of  war  cannot  reach  our  ftrand 
with  their  cannon  ;  and  in  cafe  they  fhould  attempt 
to  land  with  their  boats,  they  would  foon  be  over- 
fet  by  the  high  furges  of  the  fea,  or  at  Jeaft  have 
their  powder  fpoil'd.  So  that  what  we  fhould  fall 
fliort  of  in  our  privateering  by  fea,  we  fhould  bal- 
•  lance  by  our  plundering  by  land,  and  burning  of 
towns,  and  thereby  be  richly  recompenfed,  Be- 
fides,  fuch  plundering  and  burning  will  ftrike  a 
greater  terror  and  confternation  into  the  inhabitants 
there,  than  any  lofles  at  fea  would  operate  amongft 

DS. 

10.  It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  in  all  monar- 
chical governments  during  a  war,  efpecially  by  fea,  ^^^^o- 
vaft  fums  of  money  are  ill  laid  our,  and  embezel'd  TgcLli  'the 
by  courtiers,    fea  officers,    and  foldiers,    and   the  Engülh, 
ftores  provided  for  the  navy  frequently  mifcmploy'd  are  'ueiy 
and  wafted-,   fo  that  in  a  little  time  the  money  ^^"^'^  ^/ 
raifed  will  fall  (hort ;    more  efpecially  in  England,  rj^^  'J^^ 
where  the  fubfidies  granted  by  the  parliament,  be-  ruoulal 
ing  always  limited  10  a  certain  fum,  are  indeed  thie-vijh. 
fufficient  but  not  fuperfluous  •,  and  an  EngliJJj  court, 
above  all  others,  is  prodigal  and  thievifh.  Whereas 
on  the  other  fide,  in  a  free  commonwealth,  and  in 
a  time  of  war  by  fea,  fuch  exafl  accounts  are  kept, 
and  regulation  ufed,  that  neither  thofe  that  are  en- 
trufted  to  provide  things  necefiliry,  nor  thofe  that 
make  ufe  of  criem,  can  cither  mifpend  or  embv^zzel 
the  publiek  money  or  provifions  ;  and  this  may  in 
a  particular  manner  be  expeded  from  the  Hollan- 
ders, who  have  always  been  famous  for  frugality  ^ff/^Z/rf? 
and  parfimony.     And  it  is    obfervable,  that  this  ^''^^^^'^^' 
prodigality  of  the  one  nation,  and  the  frugality  of  J^^^j^^^'^j'' 
the  other,  is  not  only  vifible  in  the  publiek  trea-  arsjrw^aL 
fure,  but  is  alfo  difcerned  in  the  private  way  of  li- 
ving, both  of  the  EngUjh  and  Hollanders :  fo  that 
by  a  war  at  fea  the  taxes  upon  the  commonalty  of 
t>oth  fides  increafing,  and  the  profits  decreafing, 

R  Holland 
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Holland,  in  proportion  to  the  country  and  purie  of 
the  inhabitants,  by  well  hufbanding  the  publiek 
treafur?,  would  eafily  hold  out  longer  than  Eng- 
land., as  appeared  manifeftly  in  the  year  1667.   , 
Aiicar  All   which  particulars  being  true,   it  naturally 

«iv/VZ»  Eng- follows,  that  a  war  is  for  both  nations  verv  mif- 


land  n.vill  chievous ;  yet  foj  that  E'rigland  will  be  able  to  take. 
nentT  '^^"Y  P^'^cs  from  us  by  fea,  and  little  by  land  •, 
both  to  us  we  on  the  other  fide,  few  prizes  of  the  EngUJfj  by 


and  them,  fea,  but  great  booty  by^land.  But  we  fhould  be 
fufficiently  prejudiced  by  them,  if  we  had  not  a 
competent  number  of  fhips  of  war  to  match  their 
naval  ftrength,  and  by  that  means  fiiould  be  forced 
to  quit  the  fea  to  the  Englijh,  efpeqially  if  their 
kings  and  parliament  would  not  iavifh  the  ftrength 
of  that  ifland  on  their  luxury  and  favourites,  but 
rather  in  Ihips  and  mariners. 

So  that  our  only  fafety  is  grounded  upon  the 
increafe  of  our  naval  ftrength  to  fjch  a  degree, 
that  the  EngliJI-j  fleets  may  either  be  over-ballanced 
by  ours,  or  not  abb  to  hurt  us,  as  likewife  upon 
thofe  accidents  to  which  a  monarchical  government 
is  always  fubjeól,  and  that  a  war  with  us  would  be 
extremely  pernicious  to  the  fubjefts  of  England ; 
and  likev/ife  that  London,  by  means  of  greater 
traffick  and  navigation,  would  be  more  formida- 
ble to  the  kings  of  England,  than  any  of  his  fo- 
reign neighbours. 
So  that  So  that  in  order  to  avoid  a  war,  we  muft  in  all 

ru<e  ought    our  differences  give  them  good  words,  and  gain 
iogfve      tin-je,  in  hopes  that  in  thefe  monarchical  govern- 
lifh   "S    nients  the  kings  will  either  follow  their  pleafures, 
'words.       or  through  excefs  of  luxury,  and  court-robbery, 
wafte   all  their  revenues,  and  run  themfelves  into 
debts,  or  die,  or  perhaps  fiill  into  a  foreign  or  in- 
teftine  war. 

But  we  are  to  take  care,  that  we  do  not  iufter 
curfelves,  for  fear  of  a  war  with  England,  to  be 

inveigled 
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inveigled  into  an  alliance,  jointly  to  carry  on  an 
ofFenjQve  war  againft  any  nation,  which  may  be 
very  formidable  to  that  country,  and  not  fo  much 
to  us.  For  in  fo  doing  we  fhould  make  ourfelves 
confiderably  weaker,  and  England  ftronger  ;  who 
having  that  thorn  pull'd  out  of  their  foot,  might 
afterwards  with  lefs  fear  opprefs  and  trample  upon 
us,  while  we  remain  deprived  of  that  refuge  by 
our  own  folly.  The  truth  is,  fince  England  is 
more  formidable  to  us  than  any  country  in  the  Notiuith' 
whole  univerfe,  it  were  an  unpardonable  fault  'mfi^^'^^%  ^ 
ns,  to  make  them   yet  more  formidable  to  our-  '^T^      , 

f.  ,  ^  threatnea. 

lelves. 

And  above  all,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  in  order 
to  Ihun  or  avoid  a  war  with  England^  we  muft 
not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  feduced  to  alter  the  com- 
monwealth for  a  monarchical  government ;    for 
'*  The  free  lion  will  not  be  bound  again ^  was  ufed 
to  be  Holland^  device  and  fenfe.     And  if  now  un- 
der a  free  government,  we  fhould  be  necefiitated 
to  make  fome  fteps  that  way  to  pleafe  the  king  of 
England  ;  I  would  then  afis:  how  we  fhould  be  able 
to  make  the  leaft  refinance  againft  fuch  a  head,  as 
would   in  a  manner  become  lord  of  the  country,  Move  r.U 
through  our  weaknefs  and  chains,  'when  he  fhall  '^^  °^Z^^ 
by  an  innate  hatred  (which  all  monarchs  bear  to  "J'  '^ 
republicks)  attempt  to  ruin  our  formidable  naval  England 
flrength  and  trade,  and  deprive  us  of  our  naviga-  hy  alter- 

''tion,  under  colour  of  favouring  a  prince  related  to  ^'^^  «ar 
'him,  and  a  head  of  his  own  making,  v;hilft  he-^"'^'^^''' 
defigns  the  fupreme  power  for  himfelf:  he  would, 

t-^l  fay,  by  this  means  make  us  the  mofl  miferable 

» ^nation  that  ever  was  governed  by  any  monarch; 

*-^-fbr  fuch  a  government  would  infallibly  ftrip  us  of 

''•'s\\  our  natural  advantages  proceeding  from  the  feas 

and  rivers,  and  not  only  leave  us  charged  with  in- 

''Holcra;ble  taxes,  but  opprefs  us  alfo  with  an  expen- 

R  2  five 
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five  and  luxurious  way  of  living,  together  with 
thofe  other  infinite  mifchiefs  which  are  found  ever 
in  thofe  governments.     From  whence  it  evidently 
follows,  that  we  muft  defend  our  free  government, 
tho'  it  fhould  be  by  a  war  again  ft  England :  for  *eis 
better  and  more  commendable  to  light  for  our 
Buttopre-Xwts^  tho'  with   the  urmofl    hazard   of  perifhing, 
jcrve  the    ^^i^^  jq  hang  ourfelves  like  Judas,  for  fear  of  re- 
founJ        ceiving  fome  fmarting  wounds  in  the  battle,  and 
^-wholly       to  murder  ourfelves  by  a  double  death  of  foul  and 
andintire.  body,  without   hopes  of  a  refurreftion  ;  feeing  if 
the  worft  btfal  us,    and  we  be  weakened  by  an 
Englijh  war,  yet  Hill  living  under  a  free  govern- 
ment, we  might  wait  for  accidents  and  alterations, 
and  hope  to  have  better  fuccefs  at  another  time : 
whereas  on  the  contrary,    by  a   monarchical  go- 
vernment we  fhould  tor  ever  be  deprived  of  our 
fifheries,  manuiadures,  and  trade,  to  the  ruin  of 
ourfelves  and  our  pofterity,  who  might  juftly  curfe 
fuch  bafe  and  cowardly  parents. 
Jndto  In  all  events  it  is  evident,  that  England  fearing 

ha-veno     no  potentate  of  £ifr(7/>£?,  except  the  king  of  Fr^zwrf, 
offenji^e  make  no  alliance  with  us  grounded  upon  a  com- 

nxsith  Eng-  nion  rear,  but  tnat  only  •,  and  coniequently  all  other 
land.         alliances  with  that  kingdom,  will  be  prejudicial  to 

us. 
Becaufe         »Xis  alfo  as  evident,  that  we  are  not  to  make  any 
fitch  con-    alliance  with  England,  out  of  a  defire  of  conqueft; 
Vvouldbe    ^°^  ^t  ^^'^^  t)jft,  when  we  have  employM  bur  ut- 
fernichits  moft  flrength  in  purfuit  of  their  game,  we  fhould 
fo »''    :■    at  laft   moft  certainly  differ  with  the  EngHJh  lion 
about  dividing  the  prey  ;  who  taking  the  whole  to 
himfelf,    might  foon   after  devour   the   wretched 
Holland  afs ;  or  at  moft  we  fhould  only  be  like 
jackals,  or  ferrets,  or  drive  the  game  into  the  Eng- 
lijh net. 

It  were  therefore  in  truth  much  better,  that  Hol- 
land in  her  aótions  lliould  imitate,  not  thofe  two 

niiy 
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filly  and  unhappy  beafts,  but   rather  the   Ihy  and 
wary  cat,  that  l^unts  only  for  lier  felf 

Since  then  we   can    make  no  advantageous  alJi-  But  a  de- 
ances  with  England^  neither  for  common  conqueü:,/--';/?-'^  «^- 
nor  common  defence,  except  againft  France  onJy,    '^.'^'^^ 

?1ye  may  rationally  conclude,  that  all  alliances  with  ^j.^.^^^  ^ 

ithat  kingdom,  unlefs  defenfive  againft  France^  are  gainfl 
ufelefs  to  Holhuid,  even  thofe  which  might  proceed  France 
from  fear  of  a  war  with  England:  for  it  is  evident  ^"^yj^^ 
that  whatever  advantageous  conditions  that   ^^'irigjer\ 

.acquires  from  U3,  we  muft  immediately  make  thtm 
good  ;  and  yet  expert  that  he  will  neverthclefs 
threaten  us  with  a  war,  unlefs  we  will  do  many 
harder  things  for  him. 

And  indeed  he  that  will  not  defend  his  fubjefts 
in  their  lives  and  liberties,  tho'  by  troublefome  and 
dangerous  wars,  is  fo  unworthy  of  government, 
liberty  and  life,  that  in  all  refpeds  he  ought  to  be 

^efteemed  the  ofF-fcouring  of  the  world,  and  his 
j!)ofterity  never  to  be  named  by  fucccediog  genera- 
tions, without  curfes  and  deteftations. 

CHAP.     X, 

iSome  general  and  particular  inferences  drawn 
é-\  fr^^^  ^^^  foregoing  confiderations^  touching 
all  our  allies. 

OUT  of  all   which  foregoing   particulars,  I 
conceive  we   may  draw  the  following    co- 
[yollaries. 

!>,,   Firft,  that  all    alliances  which  Holland  might 
iffnake  in  a  time  of  peace  with  any  neighbouring  General 
fprinces  of  Europe  are  wholly  unferviceable  to  us  •,  ^'^^^'^■^ 

r  •  rr-  nil  •  •  J  r  againft  the 

jince  in  our  necelfity  we  lliall  never  receive  aid  rrom  three  moft 
them,  but  rather  be  drawn  into  a   war.     But  I'd  potent  ma- 
'times  of  war  and   trouble  we  Ihould   confider,  ac-  narcbs^ 
.fording  to  what  I  formerly  mentioned,  whether 
r^^     .  R  3  Holland 
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Holland  were  able  to  "defend  itfelf,  and  continue  to 
do  againft  its  moft  potent  neighbours,  France^ 
Spain ^  and  England^  without  any  aiTiftance  from 
abroad.  And  feeing  I  fuppofe  we  can,  it  then 
follows,  that  if  we  are  attack'd  by  a  weaker  power. 
We  muO:  not  feek  help  from  thofe  great  potentates 
mentioned,  becaufe  they  would  thereby  become 
greater  and  mightier.  And  on  the  contrary,  a  good 
■patriot  of  Holland  ought  to  wifh,  that  France  and 
England  m^Y  decreafe,  and  that  Spain  may  not  in- 
'c'reafe  in  ftrength. 

And  if  it  fhould  fo  fall  out,  that  one  of  the  three 
abovemc^ntioned  kingdoms  fhould  make  war  upon 
us,   it'  is  not  at  all  needful  that  we  therefore  fhould 
fek    aid  from  abroad  againft  them    by  alliances, 
"unlefs  they  of  their  own  accord,,  and  decently  offer 
thenifdves ;   for  otheirwife  we  fhall  get  nothing  but 
a  nümlpéT"  qf  good  words  -,  and  if  we  rely  on  them, 
\ye  Ihxdirbe  much  hindered,  as  we  lately  found  in' 
France,     our  Engl/Jh  wair,  when  we  were  allied  with  France, 
and  have  learned  from  that  inferior  and  ungrateful 
Denmark.     But  when -thofe  alliances   fall  into  our  . 
laps,  then,   I  fay  ;      ' 
England.        2.  -'When  Holland  is  fallen  into  a  war  with  Eng- 
landy-  all  alliances  with  other  potentates  are   good, 
in  order  to  efcape,  provided  our  allies  firft  perform  ' 
their  engagements. 
Spain.       ■   3.  When  5/>^/«  makes  war  with  U3,  an  ofFenfive 
alliance  with  France'u  good,  provided   the  French 
comply  firft  with  their  engagements ,  and  if  they 
will  not,  it  is  better  to  ftandupon  our  own  bottom, 
and  to  labour  that  we  run  not  aground :  and  feeing 
we  muftruH  the  adventure,  it  is  better  to  endeavour 
vmh  full  fail  to  pafs  over  the  fiats,  than  in  expeda- 
tion  of  foreign  pilots,  who  all  rnay  promife  to  afTift 
us  with  their  fkill,  to  let  our  veiTel  drive  flowly/ 
but  certainly  on  the  fands,  and  perifh. 
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It  is,  always  more  decent  and  honourable  for  That  in 
men  to  fliow  that  courage  they  have,  and  effeólually  "'«^ters  of 
to  exert   their  utmoft  ftrength  againft   an  enemy,  ^^^^^' ^'"^' 
in  order  to  preferve  their  rights,  than  to   furrender  an  enemy, 
all  through   cowardice,  and  fear.     For  tho*  \)[\ty  none  ought 
may  lofe  by  the  war,  yet  they  fell  every  advantage  ^o^e faint- 
fo  dear  to  the  enemy,  that  afterwards   neither   he  ^^'^*'*^^- 
nor  any  other  will  raflily  come  on  again.     But  he 
who  for  fear,  and  want  of  courage,  gives  up  any 
part  of  his  eftate  and  right,  invites  and  pulls  down 
upon  his  own   head  all  that  a  covetous  enemy  can 
defire,  and  is  defpifed  by  all  men. 

4.  All    thefe  difturbances  and    wars,    whether 
againft  France  (unlefs  that  kingdom  were  ftrength- 
ned  by  devouring  the  Spanijh  Netherlands,  and  fo 
become  our  neighbour)  or  againft   any  other  po-  ContraBs 
tentates,  may  more  eafily  be   overcome    without  '^'^^^^^  ^i/P*" 
any  alliance  ;  tho'  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  lefler  repub--^^j''^^^^^'^ 
licksand  potentates  may,  in  favour  oi  Holl^f^d,  be 
drawn  into  the  war  by  fome  preceding  alliance,  be- 

caufe  we  having  gotten  what  we  aimed  at,  will 
ever  intei'pret  the  alliance  made  to  our  beft  advan- 
tage. 

5.  It  is  ceteris  paribus  more  ufcfu/ either  for  y^/f^«^ö£v/ 
Ilollatjd,  or  other  potentates,  to  have  alliances  with  alliance 

z  republiek,  than  with  a  prince  or  king,  hecauic '^'L  y'^.' 
fuch  alliances  being  grounded  upon  a  common  in-  [^.-tierlhan 
tereft,  they  may  alTure  themfelves  that  they  will  nvith  a 
always  be  fo  underftood  by  the  governors  of  a  com-  ^i»g\ 
monwealth,  who  befides  are   immortal  and  perpe- 
tual.    Whereas  on  the   other  fide,  fingle  perfons 
have  feldom  f^d  much  underftandingand  knowledge, 
as  to  apprehend  their  own  intereft,  much  lefs  will 
they  take  the  pains  to  govern  by  that  rule;  and 
befides,  they  are  very  inconftant  and  mortal,  and 
naturally  hate  all  republicks. 

6.  It  is,  and  always  will  be  dangerous  for  HoU 
land  CO  make   alliances   with   France^  Spain,  or 

R  4  Bngland^ 
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But  alii-  England^  becaiife  'tis  probable  that  they  who  are  "  t 
^xes'with  niore  efceemed  only  becaufe  they  are  kings,  and  m 
Spain,  W  P^^^^^  larger  territories  than  we,  will  always  oblige 
England,  US  tp  perform  our  engagements  firft,  and  expound  21; 
are  darige-  all  ambiguous  points  to  their  own  advantage.  But  '''^ 
rous»         |-Q  ]Qpg  ^g  ^g  j^j.g  jj^  (.j^g  ]g^{|.  fear  of  France,  that  is,    i3 

fo   long   as  Spain  can    keep  the  Netherlands,  we    d 
may  bed  enter  into  alliance  with  that  kingdom  for    g  | 
common  defence,  againft  thofe  that  might  wrong, 
pr  make  war  again  (I  the   one  or   the  other.     But  -. 
Tet  that   ^hen  France  is  like  to  be  mafterof  the  Netherlands^  in 
*^/  17 e  ^^^  become  our  neighbour,  it  is  not  only  neceflary 
France/or  ^^"^  Holland  to   prevent  that  potent,    and  always 
our  neigh-,  bold  and  infolent  neighbour,  and  rp  take  great  care 
hour,  al-  n^t  to  make  any  league,  by  which  France  may  in 
'".^  any  meafure  increafe  in  power  -,  but  all  the  poten- 

aregood.    ^-^^^^  ^""^l  ftates  0Ï  E-irope  ought  to  cqmbine  toge- 
ther to  hinder  the  further  growth  of  that  kingdom, 
which  hath  already  overgrown  all  its  neighbours. 
Aho've  all      Likewife  fo  long  as  we  mufl  cj^ead  Evigland  in  'lo 
L'l^/T^  the  higheft  degree,  it  is  perfectly  ufelefs  to  make 
make  no     the  leaft  alliance  with  that  kingdom,  fave  fuch  as     -^ 
alliance      is  grounded  upon  a  common  fear  of  a  greater  power,  Jl 
iv'thEng-  as  now  France  is  j  feeing  all  written  alliances,  with- 
^«'Vy?  ^^  out  common  neceffuy,  are  interpreted  in  favour  of 
France,     the  greateft,  as  happens  in  all  doubtful  cafes :  befides 
that  England  will  thus  find   more  caufe  with  ap- 
pearance of  right  to  make  war  againft  us.     For  if 
tliat  be  found  true,  which  mean  perfons  conclude,  di 
that  all  that  are  in  partnerfhip  have  a  mafter  ;  and  ;3»* 
that  all  fuch  partnerfhips  begin  In  the  name  of  Gody\^ 
but-jLife  tq  end  in  that  of  the  devil :  *cis  much  moréan 
true  of  kings  and  princes,  who  have  outgrown  all 
juftice;  and  confequently  as  true,  that  fo  long  as 
England 'mitVids  to  have  the  quiet  or  difquiet  of  03 
Holland  at  their  own  difpofal,  fhe  would  be  the 
worft  and  moft  tyrannical  ally  for  us  that  were   to 
be  found  in  the  whole  world,  unlefs  the  dread  of  a 

more 
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ijiore  powerful  neighbour  fhould  curb  that  pernicious 
inclinarion.  M:  -> 

To  fum  up  all  :  fo  long  as  Holland  can  ftand  pii 
i,ts  own  legs,  it  is  utterly  unad/ifable  to  make  any 
alliance  with  thofe  who  are  more  potent  i  and  efpe- 
ciaily  it  is  not  goor!  to  perform  any  thing  fir(t,  or 
be  before  hand  with  tl^ofeunconftant  monarchs  and 
princes,  in  hope  that  they  will  perform  with  us 
afterwards,  according  to  the  old  faying.  They  that 
eat  cherries  with  great  mt^n  muil  pay  for  them 
themfelves ;  and  befides,  fuffer  them  to  chufe  the 
j  faired,  and  expeft  at  laft  to  be  pelted  with  the 
ftones,  inilead  of  thanks  for  the  favour  received. 

7.  And  confequently  it  is  certain,  that   all  thQ^^^g^f^y 
ladvantage  in  articles  of  an  alliance  confifts  in  this,  alliances 
ithat  Holland  do   always   coveni^nt  that  the  other '"'"#' « 
I  allies   fhall  firft  perform  their  engagements.     All  "^'^''   . 
other  fort  of  alliances  are  very  prejudicial  to  us:  ^ovj^Z"/^'"*'^ 
by  the  proper  conftitution,  or  antient  cuftorn   of 
our  government,    the   deputies  of  the    provinces 
upon  all  occafion  will»  where  they  can  expedt  any 
private  benefit,  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  rnoyed  by 
foreign   ambafladots  to  draw  in  Holland  to   their 
party,  when  they  can   fee  no  detriment  to  accrue 
thereby  to  their  particular  provinces. 

And  the  following  proverb    takes  place  with  EJpeeiallj 
thofe  cfpecially  (whofe  commiflioners  for  the  gene-  becaufeour 
rality  are  not  concerned  for  the  publiek,  folong  2i^g«»erali- 
their  provinces  remain  unburdened)  That  it  is  very  'j""  '^^ 
eafy  to  lie  in  the  ajkes  with  another  man's  garment,  „ot  fettled 
and  be  warm.     So  alfo  'cis  not  difficult  to  take  ge-  according 
nerous  refolutions  at  the  cod  of  another,  to  keep '"  <'"'* '"" 
promife,  to  be  liberal  and  merciful  towards  our '^''^ 
neighbours,  while  all    other  potentates  and  ftates 
continue  to  deal  openly  and  fairly  with  us.     But  fup- 
pofing  the  other  provinces  might  be  fomewhat  con- 
cerned therein,  yet  is  their  intereft  fo  inconfiderable, 
that  among  their  deputies  we  ever  find  that  a  ge- 
neral 
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neral  evil  is  weighed  according  to  the  weigher's 
particular  interelt  and  no  otherwife,  hov/  heavily 
foever  another  may  be  opprelTed  thereby ;  efpecially 
here,  becaufe  they  are  feldoni  called  to  account  by 
their  fuperiors  for  their  tranfaflions. 

And  if  any  one  doubts  of  the  truth  of  thefe  in- 
ferences, viz.  That  all  fuperior  powers,  efpecially 
the  monarchs  and  princes  of  Europe,  play  with  their 
allies  as  children  do  with  nine-pins,  which  they  fet 
up,  and  immediately  beat  down  againas  they  pleafe; 
and  that  he  that  firft  performs  is  ever  the  lofer, 
and  fuffers  ihame,  let  him  read  the  hiftories  of 
Fr.ancif'0  Gukciardino,  and  Philip  de  Commines. 
And  if  thefe  two  famous  politicians,  the  one  an 
Italian',  the  other  a.  Netherlander,  writing  of  ni- 
ters in  which  they  had  the  profoundell  fkilJ,  and 
in  which  they  were  very  often  employed -j  if  they, 
I  fay,  do  not  remove  thsfe  doubts,  much  lefs  will 
it  be  effedfed  by  any  reafoning  from  me.. 

In  the  mean  time,  to  conclude  what  hath  been 
alledged  above  (viz.  feeking  our'  prefervatioii  by 
alliances)  I  fliall  lay  bdoieyou  that  which  the  an- 
tients  have  figured  out  by  theenfuing  fable. 

"  A  rich  but  weak  countryman,  obferving  that 
'.'  his  poor  and  ftrong  neighbour,  contrary  to  pre- 
"  ceding  prom ifes  made  of  aiïifting  each  other,  did 
"  notvv'ichftanding  Ileal  his  apples,  and  robb'd  his 

orchard-,  told  him  of  the  injuftice  and  perfidi* 
rich  man,  "  oufnefs  of  the  thing,  defiring  that  he  would  be 
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"  fatisSed  with  what  he  had.  .  To  this  the  {Iron^ 
"  boor  anfvvered,  that  this  fermon  very  v;ell  bc- 
"^  came  a  rich  unarmed  man  •,  but  that  he.  being 
"  hungry,  could  not  fill  his  empty  belly  with/fuch 
*'  food.  And  as  to  his  former  promifes  and  en- 
"  gagements  for  mutual  defence,  fuch  kind  of  ne- 
"  ccflicy  is  ever  excepted,  and  that  he  could  not 
*'  comply  therewith.  Upon  this  the  _other  weak 
■■      ■      '  "^  '  ' "  and 
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"■'  and  old  boor  having  gathered  anofegay  of  fweet 
*'  herbs  and  beautiful  flowers,  tlirevv  them   to  the 
"  plunderer,    laying,    I  prefent  you    with    thefe 
"  fruits,  that  you  may  not  rob  my  orchard,  which 
"  I  ufe  to  fow  and  plant  for  the  ufe  and  refrelh- 
"  ment  of  friends.     The  impudent  young  fellow 
"  thinking  with  himfdf,  that  he  muft  needs  be 
"  very  filly,  who  being  able  to  take  all,  will  be 
•*  concent  with  fofmall  a  matter,  robb'dhim  more 
"  and  more  of  all  that  came  to  hand  ;  infomuch 
*'  that  the  owner  became  impatient,  and  in  great 
"  halte  gathered  up  fome  ftonss,  and  threw  them 
'  •  at  the  plunderer ;  who   being  grievoufly  hurt, 
"■^  was  neceffitated  to  leap  down  froni  the  tree  and 
"  fly.     The  old  boor  finding  himfclf  alone,  broke 
**  out  into  thefe  words.  Formerly  we  ufed  to  fay, 
"  in  words,  herbs  and  (tones,  there  are  great  vir- 
*'  tues;  but  now  I  really  find    ih<^   weuknefs  of  ^^^?i 
"  words -and  herbs,  i.e.  alliances,'  and  gifts   to /^''^^  ^***- 
".  knavilhmen.  •  For  all  gifts  and  receipts  are  good  ^^^?''^ 
*'  for  the  phyfitian,  and  the  true  antidote  in  all  po-  ^."f^'^*^' 
*'  licick   diftempers,  is  good  arms   and  treafure  '.jirength- 
''  fo  that  to  make   an  end,  I  fay,  that  no   body  do  com- 
"  can  defend  his  goods  againft  wicked    men,  but '^'"•-^' ^'^' 
«  by   (tones,  that   is,  good  arms,  which  are  the^^^f^^-^^^^^ 
*'  only  things  left  us,  whereby  we  can  bravely  de-  againji a 
"  fend  our  lives  and  ettates.  bold  ag- 

ij  '  But  feeing  thefe  conclufions  do  affirm,  that  Hol-S''^JP^S 
^•>land  is  able  to  defend  itfelf  againft  all  foreign  power, ''^'■^  '^ 
and  yet  the  fame  is  not  fuHiciently  proved;  there 
fore  I  (liall  do  it   in   the  following  chapters  more 
fully,  with  thisreferve,  that  Holland  notwichfland- 
.,ing  ought  for  its  own  intere(t  always  to  maintain 
the  union  oï  Utrecht,  fo  long  as  the  other  provinces 
•forfakenot  Holland^  nor  ï^ifauk  it  in  ahoftile  man- 
■:ner. 

CHAR 
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CHAP.    XL 

^hat  Holland  heretofore^  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  Jingle  perjon,  was  in  co7itinual 
tumults  and  broils.  And  that  under  a  free 
government  it  ought^  and  can  defend  it 
felf  againfl  all  foreign  power  better  than 
formerly* 

Jdnjifedly  "D  Ecaufe  in  the  foregoing  chapters,  which  treat' 
to  conftder  Jj  o^  Holland's  making  or  not  making  alliances 
ivhether    with  its  neïghbours,  it  could  be  fhewn  only  in  part 
^°"?"^^  and  by  accident,  that  Holland  tiïidimWy  mindins 
ayainft  all^^^  own  interelt,  can  make  a  Irate  m  Europe  inde- 
pte7itaies,  pendent  of  any  other,  and  not  to   be  overpowered 
by  any  foreign  force:  and  tha'  on  the  othc-  fide, 
there  are  many  magiftrares  of  opinion,  or  at  lead 
have  been  fo,  that  Holland  ought  not  only  to   be 
]oIned  by  the  union  of  Utrecht^  but  alfo  by  a  go- 
vernor or  captain-general,  to  ail  the  other  United 
Provinces  \  becaufe   if  that  province  fhould    hap- 
pen to  be  abandoned  by  the  refl:,  they  fay,  it  would 
by  no  means  defend  itfelf  in  time  of  war  againft 
W    ull    ^  powerful   enemy :  to  whom    we   may  add  the 
Koi  r/'c"ir^ courtiers,   and  other  flatterers  of  the  ftadtholder's 
ijohatjlat-  court,  who  have  for  a  long  time  made  the   com- 
lering        (^^oa  inhabitants  of  the   United  Provinces   believe. 


courtiers 


.  that  all  thofe  countries  united  would  not  be  able  to 

^/.^.., 5a^.  repel  the  force  of  5'/>^/«  with  their  own  (Irengthj. 
b.^t  and  that  therefore  one  permanent  illuftrious  captain- 

general  and  ftadtholders  is  very  necefl!ary  for  us, 
that  by  his  intereft  and  favour  we  may  be  able  to 
obtain  fuccours  of  France,  England^  or  Germany^ 
againft  Spain.  For  thefe  reafons,  and  on  account 
ot  the  weight  of  the  fubjed,  upon  which  moft  of 
^\\  that  is  here  treated,  or  fhali  be  faid  hereafter, 

depends. 
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depends,    I  find    my  fel  f  obliged  to  reprefent  the 
lame  more  at  large,  and  that  effetflually. 

In  the  f  rjl  place  it  is  evident,  that  there  can  be^rw/^r 
nothing  more  üiameful  nor  prejudicial  lor  a  fove- ''^'^^ .fo- 
reign free  government,  than  to  hold  for  a  maxim  J^^"!  ^^ '■* 
in  the  publiek  management  of  their  affairs,  that  in  could  not 
a  time  of  war   they  are  not  able  to  fubfift  againft  befecure, 
all  their  neighbours  and  dates,  whoever  they  be  :  ^^^  ^'^^  ^ 
for  fuch  governors  do  thereby  make  the  welfare  oï "^°''-' ^'"* 
their  native  country  dependent   upon  thofe  more 
powerful  Hates,  and  content  themfelves  of  rulers  to 
become  fubjefls :  which  is  the  mod  miferable  con- 
dition that  any  country  can  fall  into  by  unfuccefsful 
■wir. 

And  indeed  if  we  may  juftly  blame  a  fick  per- 
fon,   who  becaufe  he  thinks  he  is  mortally  fick, 
will  therefore  ufe  no  phyfician  •,    we  ought  much 
more  to  blame  thofe  rulers,  who  by  bafe  and  de-  Becaufe  he 
generate  maxims  lay  afide  the  ufe  of  all  wifdom,  '^^'  °^^ 
care  and  power,  to  ftren^^then  and  defend  their  ^-ril 
country  to  the  utmolt  extremity  :  tor  we  might  ex-  y^^  ^Ifo 
cufe  the  folly  of  a  fick  perfo;i,  becaufe  what  he  does  his  inno- 
is  at  his  own  peril.     And  becaufe  every  one  is  lord  <^«"f  M- 
of  his  own,  neither  can  it  be  fimply  faid  that  he  in--^^'^''^" 
creafes  his  diftemper  by  neglefting  the  ufe  of  phy- 
fick.     But  a  magiftrate,  who  is  by  nature  and  by 
his  oath  to  provide  for  the  v/elfare  of  his  fubjefbs, 
and  to  defend  them  againft  all  force,  ought  to  be 
accounted  the  moft  infamous  of  men  if  he  negleóts 
that  duty. 

If  then  by  fuch  ill  maxims  he  ufes  the  ftrength  of 
his  own  country  and  fubje6ts  :o  give  advantages  to 
another,  and  is  not  only  carelefs  of  his  own,  but  of 
the  welfare  of  his  innocent  people,  he  tempts  his  in- 
folent  neighbours,  and  perfidious  allies,  to  attack 
and  ruin  his  country  in  that  unarmed  condition' : 
whereas,  if  he  had  made  fuch  provifion  for  the  pub- 
lick  defence  as  he  ought,  they  would  have  been 

deterred 
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deterred  from  any  attempt,  and  have  continueti 
peaceable  and  quiet.  For  as  occafion  makes  the 
thief,  and  every  one  will  climb  over  into  the  gar- 
den where  the  wall  is  loweft ;  fo  likewife  the  goods 
ot  unarmed  people  are  ever  common  :  but  one 
fword  keeps  another  in  the  fcabbard ;  and  two  curft 
dogs  feldom  bite  one  another. 
Deduc-  But  to  come  nearer  to  tlie  matter  in  hand,  I  Hialt 

tioxif  part  premife  i^  tijg  general,  from  the  credit  of  undoubt- 
fjV  ^' ed  hiftory,  that  mod  oï  iWA'tt  Netherlandijh  pro^ 
Holland  vinces,  efpecialiy  Holland,  vvhüll  for  many  ages 
hath  pod  they  were  governed  by  eavls  and  captains-general, 
cfitfelf  not  only  lived  in  continual  diiTention  and  divifion, 
Iwther!'  ^^^  ^^'^^"^  '"  p?rpeaia!  war  one  againft  the  other,  as 
well  as  againft  their  lords,  and  thofe  that  depend  on 
them,  unchriftianly  iliedding  one  another's  blood : 
and  the  reaforr  of  it  is  very  evident  -,  for  tho'  the  in- 
tereft  of  fuch  lords  is  often  different  from  that  of  the 
ftate,  and  contrary  ;o  the  common  good  of  the  peo- 
ple, yet  have  they  very  many  perfons  that  depend 
on  them,  and  are  of  great  power  in  the  government ; 
by  which  means  it  infallibly  happens,  (unlefs  fuch 
lords  could  be  diverted  of  human  nature)  that  they 
will  endeavour  m.any  times  to  advance  their  owp 
particular  interefts,  with  the  aflillance  of  their  fa- 
vourites and  dependents:  againft  which  all  good 
magiftrates,  who  value  the  common  happinefs  above 
all  things,  and  efceem  the  welfare  of  the  people  to 
be  the  fupreme  lav/,  are  nectlTitated,  in  difcharge 
of  their  duty,  to  exert  themfelves  vigoroufly  againft 
fuch  peribns,  widiout  fear  of  their  difpleafure  ;  and 
by  this  means  the  community  falls  into  great  divi- 
fions.  For  on  the  one  fide,  the  lord  will  ndt, 
and,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  world,  may  not 
bow  or  comply,  becaufc  his  honour  and  authority 
ftands  engaged.  And  on  the  other  fide,  the  honpft 
magiftrates,  relying  on  their  confciences  as  on  a 
wall  ofbrafs,  will  not  be  drawn  from  their  necc(- 
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fary  refolution  ;  and  if  in  fo  dangerous  a  conjedure  Becau/e  in 
the  lord  happen  to  be  of  a  violent  temper,  or  apt  ^^^°fi  ^^'^'- 
to  be  feduced  by  violent  counfels,  that  country  is-^f ''^  ^^^^^ 
often  brought  to  great  extremities.  ^Z^"!  ^^^.^ 

And  yet  we  know  that  notwithfbanding  thefe  'm- ad^van- 
teftine  diforders,  fufpicions  and  animofities,  the  ^^^K^- 
Hollanders  preferved  and  defended  themfelves  a- 
gainft  all  foreign  force.  And  it  appears,  by  the 
negotiations  of  the  prcfident  Jeannin^  that  prince 
Maurice^  and  his  partifans,  in  the  year  1608,  was 
of  opinion,  that  Zealand  alone,  parted  from  tiie 
other  United  Provinces^  was  ■  able  to  defend  itfelf 
againft  all  the  power  of  Spam  \  upon  which  the 
other  provinces  declared  not  to  agree  to  a  truce,  but 
to  continue  the  war. 

This  being  premifed  in  general,  I  come  now  to  Holland 
the  matter  in  particular.     In  the  firll  place,  antient  atidenty 
hiilories  inform  us,  that  Holland^  before  the  break-  '■'-•^^''^ 
ing  in  of  the  inlet  of  the  T^cy:e\^  about  the  year  1 1.70,  ^^^'^  X* 
according  to  Goedcrd  Pantalcon,  publidied  by  M.  y,,.^,;,,^,,, 
Vojfius^  or,  as  others  lay,  about  the  year  1400,  be- 
iigdeftitute  of  the  Zuyder-Sea^  lay  joined  to  Frief- 
land^  Overyjfel  and  Guelderland^   or  at   moft  was 
parted  by  the  Rhine  and  Vlie^  as  before  the  year 
1421  ;    and  before  the  land  near  Dort  was  over- 
flown, Holland  on  that  fide  lay  joined  to  Brabant, 
and  confequently  had  many   more   frontiers  than 
now.     And  moreover  it  is  evident,  that  thefc  in- 
land provinces  had  fewer  cities,  and  lels  popuiou;, 
and  was  therefore,  in  refpeft  oi"  their  neighbours, 
every  way  weaker  and  poorer  than  at  preient. 

And  yet  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  WejlFrieJland,  Yet  hath 
from  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  our  antient  hiito-  ai  all 
rians,  inform  us  in  their  remonilrance  to  the  earl  ^l!"^J  f' 
oïLeicefter  in  1587,  that  thefe  lands  (their  lordfhipw,I-^yJ/^ 
fpeaking  oï Holland  with  Wejl-Ft  iejland  ■aü<^\ Zealand)  p.  Borre, 
have  for  the  moft  part  been  viblorious  againft  all'bcok  23. 
their  enemies^  and  have  fo  well  defended  their  fron-f^^'  5^* 

tiers 
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tiers  againjt  their  adverfaries^  however  powerful^ 
that  they  have  always  had  a  good  ejleem  and  reputa- 
tion  among  their  neighbours :  at  leaji  we  may  fay 
with   truths    that   the   countries   of  Holland   and 
Zealand,  for  the  [pace  of  800  years,  have  never 
been  conquered  by  the  fword^  or  fubdued  either  by 
foreign  or  intefiine  wars.     Which  cannot  be  faid  of 
any  other  dominions.,  unhfs  of  the  republiek  of  V q.x\\cg. 
Thus  far  the  laid  dates. 
Even  a-         2.  It  is  notorious,  that  the  provinces  oï  Holland 
gainfithe  and  JVeJl-FrieJland  ntvtv  had  more  powerful  neigh- 
^"g  <f     hours  than  the  kings  o^Spain.,\N\\o  having  been  earls 
^eiofore  °^  Holland  and  Zealand.,  and  ftiil  claiming  a  right 
'very  for-  to  that  dominion,  had  an  incredible  advantage  above 
midahlc.    all  Other  neighbours  to  reduce  thefe  countries  under 
their  power,  which  were  very  much  divided   by 
many  differences  about  religion  and  other  matters  j- 
and  yet  Holland  and  Zealand  alone,  after  they  had 
fupported  a  few  fieges  with  refolution,  fo  broke  the 
formidable  power  of  that  wife  and  abfolute  monarch 
Philip  II.  0Ï  Spain,  that  other  provinces  afterwards 
by  their  example  dared  to  refift  him. 

So   that  the  other  United  Provinces  have  not 
brought  Holland  and  Zealand  into  a  condition  of  i 
freedom,  but  Holland  and  Zealand  them.     And  ic 
is  to  be  confidered,  that  the  other  provinces  {Utrecht 
excepted)  have  added  nothing  to  ftrengthen  and 
fortify  the  free  government  of  Holland,  or  to  free^ 
fiot^o^I^^  that  province  from  any  inconvenience  to  this  day. 
ieat  ofy    But,  on  the  contrary,  Holland  alone  erefled  tl^e 
but  other    commonwealth-.<2;overnment  for  the  benefit  of  the 
united       other  provinces,    and   has  done  lo  much  for  the 
^ovinces  ^^^^  provinces,  that  every  one  of  them  (except 
mean  time^^^^'^ht,  which  has  always  run  the  fame  adventure 
fortified  by  with  US,  is  now  provided  with  well  fortifitd  cities, 
Holland ;  magazines,  ammunition   of  war,   provifion,    and 
foldiers  in  garrifon  ;  or,  to  fay  better,  inhabitants, 
who  daily  receive  their  pay  out  oï  Holland.     And 
moreover,  divers  cities  and  forts  in  Brabant,  Flan- 
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ders,  .Clevey  Eafl-Friejlatid,  Drente:,  aiid  Nether- 
lands have  been  conquered,  fortified,  and  provided 
with  ibldiers,  provifions,  and  ammunition  of  war 
necefïary  for  their  defence  at  the  expence  oï  Holland. 

Againft  this,   if  any  will  objeél  that  Holland  in  j^  comta- 
the  diftribution  of  taxes  pays  no  more  than  fifty-  rifon 
eight  guilders  fix  ftivers  i\  pence  in  che  hundred '^^^'■^"Z' 
for  their  fhare^   and  confequently  the  other  United  '^j'^'  *^^^ 
Provinces  have  in  fome  meafure  helped  to  bear  the  1,ZZ.ll 

,  *  'vinces  CO/I' 

charge  of  the  war  :    we  might  truly  anfwer,  that  tributed 
Guelderland  and  Overyjfel  contributed  nothing  to  the  "^'as  of 
charge  of  the  army  to  the  time  of  the  truce ;    and  ^j'^^^  '^^' 
that  to  the  year  1607,  we  were  necefiltated  at  our 
I  own  charge  to  compel  Groeningen  to  bring  in  its 
I  proportion  for  the  war   by  means  of  a  caftle  and 
garrifon.     And   it  is   certain    that  afterwards  the 
yearly  demand,  or  requeil  of  the  council  of  Hate 
for  taxes  to  pay  the  armies  in  the  time  of  Frederick 
Hendrick  prince  of  Orange,  was  purpofely  raifed 
fo  high,  that  half  the  fum  would  very  near  defray 
that  charge.     So  that  when  the  faid  captain-general 
had  once  obliged  the  province  of  Holland  to  give  AftzmaV 
their  confent  to  the  fum  required,  he  ufed  not  much   '^-  ''^* 
to  trouble  himfelf  for  that  of  the  other  provinces.  1.-/^^  ^' 
And  we  have  often  feen,  that  in  the  hotteft  of  the 
war  againft  Spain^  and  in  the  farmer  war  againft 
England,  together  with  the  eaftern   and  northern 
.war,  as  well  as  in  the  laft  EngliJJj  war,  they  have 
often  refufed  to  confent  to  the  publiek  fupplies  ; 
and  more  often  have  only  given   their  confent  for 
lorm-fake,    in    order   to  induce   the  province  of 
Holland  to  confent  to  the  charge  ;  and  having  done 
fo,  becaufe  they  dared  not  to  deny  their  confents  for 
fear  of  incurring    the    prince's  difpleafure,    they 
remained    in   delault  of  payment,   without   being 
compelled  to  bring  in  their  promifed  proportions  i 
becaufe  our  captain-general  had  rather  by  fuch  favours 
-keep   the    other  provinces    at    his  devotion,   and 

S  efpecialfy 
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efpeciaily  their  deputies  of  the  generality  (amongft 

whom  were  fevera)   who  with  good  reafon   were 

called  the  cabinet  lords)  that  by  them  he  might  be 

able   perpetually    to    over- vote    the  province    of 

See  in  the  Holland^  and  make  them  dance  to  his  pipe.     And 

year  1662.  this  is  the  tfue  reafon  of  the  many  arrears  of  taxes 

Sept^  26.  y^}-jic}i  thofe  provinces  confcnted  to  raife,  but  have 

cftlejates  "^^   brought  in  to  this  day.     Tho'  (if  we  relapfe 

o/Holland  not  again  under  a  new  captain- general j  expedients 

by  L.  V.  may  be  found  and  put  in  execution  for  recovery  of 

Auzma,     t^gQ-i^  ^^n^l  for  prevention  of  the  like  for  the  future. 

4.8 1"^^"  3'  ^^  '^  ^^  ^'^  obferved,  that  Hollafid  during  all 

thefe  broils  and  hardOiips,  was   under  the  govern- 

Holland     i-,-)ep)t  of  earls  and  fladthojders  or  captain-generals, 

zn  t  e  in-     j.^    j^_^^^  ^^^^  fou^ht  their  own  private  intereft  to 

tenm  com-  r    ,  ^-  •  ^1  ,  r 

felled  to     the  prejudice  or  thele  countries,  and  have  from  tune 
bo^K)  and  to  time  railed  and  fomented  thofe  endlefs  intelline 
2,roan^  un-  Jjvifions,  in  Order  to  make  a  conqucft  of  the  eftates 
ok*7f  the"^"^^  rights  of  the  gentry  and  cities  (^{Holland  and 
' captain ^e-^^fi-^^'^^M^'^^''>  fo  that  It  remains  abundantly  evi- 
gerah,       dent,  that  all  foreign  wars  have  been  carried  on  and 
finiflied  only  by  a  partjor  divided  power  of  this  pro- 
vince. 
Moftoftfje      4'  It  is  likewife  obfevvable,  that  aim  oft  all  the 
froHjifices    United  Provinces  have  continually  lived  upon  Hol- 
inriched     land^  not  only  by  their  deputies  in  fome  college  of 
^mo  e  \^f   ^^  generality  and  other  offices  óf  judicature,  polity, 
Holland,    and  the  revenues  ;  but  alfo  by  great  numbers  of  their 
gentry,  and  other  inhabitants,  who,  by  fiivour  of 
the  captain-general  have  found  means  to  get  into  the 
See  cata-    moft  profitable  commands  in  the  army,  and  are  to 
logue  of     \^Q  p^|(;|  by  ^\^Q  ftates  of  Holland  and  Weji-Friejland\ 
thege?iera-  ^^^j  ,^^^  jj;^^.  ^^^iioxs^  cven  after  the  peace  was  con- 
lers,°in     cluded,  kept  thofe   land-forces  long  in  great  pay 
Aitzma     againft  the  will  of  Holland^  tho'  they  had  daring  th^ 
B.  41.  p.  vvar  endiefly   multiplied  thole  offices,  and  profits. 
^2^*         And  'tis  yet  more  remarkable,  that  ahnoft  all  th<j 
United  Provinces   have  continually  preyed    upon 

Roll  and  t 
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Holland,  by  bringing  in  very  many  mere  proviticial  Dec?ua.  i. 
charges  to  the  account  of  the  generality,  in  the  an--^'^'"'-  '"•  9* 
nual  petition  of  the  council  of  (late,  that  under  t^isL^/f^ö 
pretext  they  might  make  Holland  pay  yearly  more  §.  17/ /a* 
than  58  per  cent,  of  divers  fums,  of  which  in  truth  26. 
Holland  owed  not  one  penny. 

So  th:\t  I  fhall  Bnifli  all  thefe  confiderations  with  Holland 
concluding,  that  the  ftout  and  powerful  lion  of  Hoi-  has  caft  of 
land  had  formerly  ftrength  enough  to  repel  all  \\\s>^^^^ y^^^  'f 
foreio;n  enemies,  and  thofe  of  his  allies,  viz.  of  the  '^  ■  ^^^  ^"^' 

D  '  TyiiBs    but 

other  United  Provinces',    but  (God  amend   it)  \thatofheY> 
muft  add,  that  this  ftrong  and  vidorious  creature,  oiy«  mi- 
to  the  year  1 650,  had  not  the  forefighr,  or  fortune  ^'^P*"^- 
to  efcape  the  fnares  which  were  laid  by  his  own  mi- 
nifters  and  fcirvants, "    For  our  hiftories  tell  us,  that 
the  earls  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy  and  Auftria,  did 
by  degrees  more  and  more  bridle  and  curb  the  Hol- 
land lion  ;  and  it  is  alfo  as  evident,  that  our  former 
ftadtholders  and  captain-generals  have   very    well 
been  acquainted  with  the  politick  maxim  of  lording 
it  over  a  country,  and  bringing  it  under  fubjeélion  : 
that  the  moii  powerful  provinces  and  the  ftrongeit 
cities,  together  with  the  bi^ft  and  mod  venerable 
magiilrates,  were  moft  infulted  and  brought  into  the 
greateft  flavcry. 

So  that  every  one  may  judge,  whether  the  faid 
ftadtholders,  and  captain-generals  might  not  with- 
out difficulty  leflen  and  deprefs  Holland.,  with  its 
anti'.^nt  and  confiderable  gentry,  ftrong  cities,  and 
venerable  magiftratcs,  and  by  that  means  increafe 
their  own  power,  fince,  in  all  colleges  of  the  com- 
mon union  or  generality,  they  could  very  eafily 
engage  the  moll  voices,  to  over-vote  and  compel 
the  province  of  Holland.,  even  in  fuch  matters 
wherein  plurality  of  votes  ftiould  have  no  place, 
heither  by  the  right  of  nature,  right  of  juftice,  or 
the  eomm.on  union. 

S  2  And 
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And  let  the  reader  enquire,  weigh  and  confider, 
whether  the  ftadtholders  and  captain-generals  fol- 
lowing the  fame  maxims,  have  not  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces, and  efpecially  in  Holland,  very  often  taken 
off  the  meaneft  and  moft  indigent  magiftrates  from 
fceking  the  country's  welfare,  and  drawn  them  to 
their  party  -,  that  in  conjunction  with  others  like 
themfelves,  th.y  may  either  over-vote  thofe  who 
are  more  able,  and  more  affcólionare  to  the  lawful 
government,  or  by  force  of  arms  turn  them  our  of 
their  magiflracy,  and  introduce  other  needy  per- 
fons,  and  fometimes  fuch  as  fly  from  iuftice,  to 
ferve  in  their  places. 

B;jfides  which,  our  ftadtholders  and  captain-ge-- 
nerals  have  left  our  lion  undefended  ac-ainll  the  new- 
invented   military  arcs ;    or  to  fpeak  clearer,  have 
kft  the  cities  without  any  more  than  their  old  forti- 
fications, fo  that  they  are  not  tenable  againft  the  new 
invented  art  of  taking  towns.     They  have  alfo  fet- 
tered and  manacled    thefe  countries,  by  means  of 
Thcftatcs  garrilbns  and  citadels  placed  in  the  conquered  cities ; 
'■^    ^  !•"    and  have  fo  ordered  matters,  that  moft  of  the  20- 
jnuch  op'    vernments  and  chief  military  offices  in  Holland  have 
prejl  under  been  puc  into  the  hands  of  ftrangers,  but  ever  of 
the earh of  ^y^^T^^  relations.,  or  creatures,  and  very   feldom  in- 
urgundy  [tufted  with  the  o-entty  of  Holland^   and  lovers  of; 

or  of  Auf-    ,     .  o  /  ' 

tria,  ïh^i^  country. 

So  that  the  power  of  the  captain- generals  was^ 
even  in  the  year  1618,  grown  fo  far  above  the  for- 
mer power  of  the  antient  earls  •,  and  on  the  other 
As  under  fide,  the  power  of  our  nobility  and  rities  fo  much 
thejiadt-  diminiflied,  that  tho'  many  of  them  for  very  fmall 
''^^^'^^'■/'^"'^ufurpations  and  encroachments  of  their  earls,  dared. 
captain-  exclude  them  out  of  their  caftles  and  cities,  yet 

//?'f/^o«/É'o/^ there  was  not  one  city  of  Holland  (tho'  they  knew 
Orange,     that  prince  Maurice  as  captain- general  came  to  put 
out  of  office  all  magiftrates  that  were  lovers  of  their 
common  freedom,  and  to  remove  them  from  their 

benches) 
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benches)  that  durft  fliut  their  gates,  much  Iels  make  Aitzma  h: 
head  againft,  and  drive  him  from  their  walls.  So  P"  ^''^' 
that  about  the  year  1650,  it  might  ftill  be  afked, 
*  whether  thefe  countries,  by  their  lervants  oi  the 
houfc  of  Ni^JJdUy  or  their  lords  of  that  of  Aujiriay 
were  in  greater  fervitude.  And  farther,  it  is  well 
known  to  all,  that  fome  miniftcrs  of  this  unhappy 
iioa  o^ Holland  have  endeavoured  to  break  and  de- 
ftroy  all  its  inward  power,  by  caufing  the  union 
made  for  general  defence  to  be  fo  ordered,  that  in 
reality  it  had  the  fame  effe<fl  in  the  ftate  as  a  conti- 
nual heftick  fever  in  the  body,  caufing  us  to  take 
up  fo  much  money  yearly  at  intereil,  and  tor  pay- 
ment of  yearly  intereft  already  due,  that  in  very 
few  years  it  would  have  proved  as  a  canker,  and 
have  confumed  all  its  vital  ftrength. 

And  on  the  other  fide,  it  is  remarkable  what  ad-  Holland 
vantage  time  hath  fmce  given  us,  viz.  firfi.,  That  "^''^  " 
Holland  is  wholly  furrounded  with  Teas,  or  mighty  roul^dedbv 
rivers:  in  particular  to  the  call: ward  by  the  \iOn\\ the fea and 
fea  •,  to  the  fouthward  by  many  illands,  and  great  ri'ven, 
rivers,  as  the  Maefe^  the  Rhine^  the  Ijjely  in  part 
begirting  Holland ;    to  the   wcftward,  and   to  the 
northward,  by  the  mighty  inlets  of  che  Texel.,  and 
the  Vlie,    and   likewile  the  Xityder-Sea.,    and  the 
Vechf^  encompalTing   this  country  in  part   towards 
the  weft :  fo  that  Holland  is  now  in  all  refpefls  in- 
acceflfible,  or  would  be   in  tim.e  of  war,  unlefs  to 
one  that  is  mafter  at  fea.     At  Icaft  it  is  evident  that 
Holland  hath  no  community  at  all  with  the  fron- 
liiers  or  limits  of  the  land,  fave  with  fome  few  con- 
quered cities  in  Brabant,  with  a  very  fmall  part  of 
Guehisrland.,  as  alfo  and  efpecially  with  the  pro- 
vince of  Utrecht, 

Secondly    It  is  clear,  that  Holland  is  now  more  ^  j  x,„ 
than  ever  furnifhed  with  many  g'-eat  and  populous  ^vided 
S  3  cities 'ï^'^^^ 

great    and 
*  Servire  auriacis  famulis,  dominifque  Philjppis,  populous 

Die  mihi  conditio  durior  ULra  fuit  ?  '  f///^^^  • 
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5^.^  Benti- cities  and  towns,  whofe  inhabit.mts,  by  trading  in 

^'^S''"  ,     all  the  commodities  of  the  world,  have  incredibly 

x^c'-j'    enriched  ihemlelves ;  while  on  the  other  fide,  Bra- 

\bant  and  Flanders  are  become  poorer  and  weaker. 

.And  it  mud  be  confeffed,  that  the  laid  traffick  by 

ifea  hath  itnproved  HoUana'f,  ftrength  of  fliipping 

to  a  higher  degree  than  ever  it  was  formerly. 

^  ,     .  7      Thirdhy  It  muft  be  acknowlcdp;ed,  that  Holland 

a  free  go-  IS  now  govemeo  after  a  iree  republican  manner ; 

njernment.  and  therefore  its  inhabitants  are  able  to  purfue  their 

own  intercft  with  an  undivided  and  unbroken  pow- 

■er^  and  not  to  be  terriiied  or  conftrained  in  time  to 

come  bf/:any  one  eminent  fervanc  of  the  ftate  with 

iiis  atfherents,    or,    by  any  ill-praclifed  union  or 

,m if- led.  allies,  to  be  o vef- voted,  enfnared,  and  de- 

preiTcd  to  its  own  ruin. 

iVhile  the-    Fourthly^  It  is  obfcrvable,  that  the  formidable 

Burgun-    Burgundian  and  Aujirian  power,  vyhich  formerly 

dian  and  ^jg  J[^^  grievous  to  US,  is  now  lixed  in  Spain,  to  go- 

^P.^"'        vern  from  ib  great  a  diftance  thofe  Netherlands  that 

p-mces  re-  .    .  r         •  i        j   i  j  j 

main  in  joi^i  to  OLir  frontiers,  by  delegated  governors,  ana 
Spain.  appointed  captain-generals,  officiating  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  employment  for  a  very  fhort  time.  Since 
therefore  they  with  flow  and  limited  inftruftions, 
and  tied  up  hands,  cannot  perform  that  fervice  to 
thofe  extreme  jealous  kings  and  councils  of  Spain  to 
the  prejudice  of  us,  we  in  that  refpect  need  not  to 
fear  them.  j 

jrJ  their       Fifthly,  It  is  evident  that  the  king  of  Spain,  herCrr 
fO'iKier  is     tofore  our  old  and  moft  formidable  neighbour  b^y 
y'^??''^-^land,  is  not  only  weakn;;d  in  his  dominions,  by  the 
y/j£d.         defection  of  Portugal,  but   by   his  manifold  lofTes 
of  territories,  and  cities  fituate  in  Brabant^   Flan- 
ders, ArtQis,  &c.  is  become  fo  inconfiderable,   that 
to  obtain  a  peace  of  us,  he  in  the  year  1648  found 
it  his  beft  courfe  to  refign  up  his  right  to  the  United 
P/'iJi'/wfi?/,  i^nd  eipecialTy  to  that  qï  Holland,  with 

what- 
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whar*jver  he  might  any  way  pretend  to  ;  fo  that  we 
are  now  wholly  t'earlefs  from  that  fide. 

All  which  pall  mifchiefs,  and  preient  advanta- .S"» /W 
ges  of  Holland^  being  thus  well  weighed,  methinks  Holland  is 
1  might  generally  infer,  that  HoVandh  much  abler ''^'l"  ^^^^^'" 
now    than   ever   *twas   formerly  to   defend   itfelf  ^.^^^.^^  ^^. 
againft  all  foreign  enemies.  fend  itfelf. 

But  fome  may  objeft,    that  Holland  for   fift^y^^/^y? 
years  paft  having  abandoned  its  own  defence,  and  ^K;hicb  it 
reverfed  all  good  maxims,  has  fo  contrived  and  is  ohjeaed^ 
conftituted   matters,  that  we  cannot  be  fafe  unlefs  ^^'^^  Hol- 
by  means  of  the  other  provinces;  and  that  all  O'JJ*^^"^^//  ' 
great  advantages  of  good  fituation,  populoufnefs,  ^,o/72'/or- 
and  God's  unfpeakable  bleffings  upon  the  diligence  t'fiêd  than 
and  frugality  of  the  Hollanders^  have  only  ferved  to  ^"^^r,  and 
ftrengthen  the  other  provinces  and  conquered  .cities,  *^^ ^^^^. 
fo  as  torender  them  impregnable  :  infomuch  that  ^^j,-^^^^  ^^^^ 
they  now  have  no  more  need  of  us,  unlefs  to  draw  dtïés  ar«. 
money  from  us ;  and  that  on  the  other  fide,  we  ^^^ö 
have  \^ïx.  ourfelves  naked  ofall  means,  both  of  de--'^'''''''^' 
fence  and  offence. 

They  may  alfo  fay,  that  at  the  great  affembly  Dedud. 
held  in  the  Hague  in  the  year  1651,  Holland  grant- ^^^''^^-  ^* 
td  to  the  generality,  and  the  other  provinces,  the  '2'nd  hath 
right  of  giving  patents  or  commiflions  to  all  the  not  kept 
military  officers  of  the  rtfpeótive  allies:  fo  that  \t  its  right 
may  be  affirmed,  that  this  province  hath  utterly  °fZ^''^'^"S 
diverted  themfelves  of  all  kind  of  refped  or  efteem  "g"h"eror!vji 
from   the  fofjiery,  who  yet  are   paid  out  of  our  c^^,,;.^ 
purfe  •,  tho'  they  are  for  the  moft  part  in  garrifons  nvithout 
out  of  the  province  of  Holland,  and  that  we  have  *^^  P^°' 
not  preferved   thjt  natural   right  which  we  have  ^'"jY  °^ 
over  them.     So  that  if  we  flioukl  v/ant  any  com- 
panies for  the  fervice  of  our  province,  we  (bould 
be  forced  as  it  were  to  petition  to  have  them  of  our 
faid  allies. 

To  which  may  be  added,  that  we  have  been 

burdened  with  fo  many  impofitions,  that  it  is  im-^ 

S  4  poflTibb 
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paffible  rhey  can  be  long  born  by  a  country  thaf^» 
iubfifts  not  of  its  own  fund,  but  of  manufactures,*^ 
fifhing,  trade  and  fliipping,    whilll:  we  are  bur- 
den'd  with  endiefs  incankering  fums  taken  up  at 
intereft.     So   that  we  might  hence  conclude,  that 
Holland  is  net  indeed  efteemed  confiderable  by  any 
of  her  neighbour?,  or  allies  by  land  ;  and  that  wc 
on  the  contrary  mull  (land  in  tear  of  all  our  neareft 
neighbours  that  are  well  armed.  And  he  that  doubts 
of  this,  let  him  but  confider  that  divers  provinces 
during  the  firft  and  fecond  war,  dared  roundly  to 
declare,  that  they  would  not  bear  the  charge  of  any 
war  by  fea  whatloever  it  were.     Let  them  likewife 
take  notice  th.i:  the  province  oï  Holland  to  this  day 
Aitzraa,     could  never  find  any  means  to  compel  the  provin-  ' 
^'i'J'^      ces  that  are  in  arrear  of  their  quota's,  to  bring  in 
J^^-fl^  their  multiplied  arrears,  to  which  they  gave  their 
358.         conftnt :  and  therefore  Holland  in  refpeól  of  all  its 
adjacent  neighbours  by  land,  feerns  in  all  regards 
to  be  weaker  than  ever  it  formerly  was. 
Hoiu  this       ^p(j  \^  truth,  if  the  province  oï  Holland  had  not 
'"^^^^^"^^^^  heretofore  been  compdlM  by  a  captain-general  and 
rules  of     ftadtholder,  to  fuiTer  the  things  before-mentioned, 
good  go-     I  fhould  much  wonder  that  we  have  continued  fo" 
veniffient.  Jong  in  fuch  an  ill  ftate  of  govcrnm;:nt :  for  it  has-i 
always  been  a  cuftom  in  the  world,  that  the  weaki'i' 
to  the  end  they  might  be  alTifted  in  their  diftrefiP 
againft  their  enemies,  fhould  enrich  the  ft  rong  in  a 
time  of  pejtce  by  a  yearly  payment  of  money  ;  and 
that  the  ftrong  having  received  much  money  and 
tribute,  wherlier  in  times  of  peace  or  war,  fhould' 
for  all  that  never  afTift  their  weak  allies  in  theif- 
necefTuy,  farther  than  might  agree  with  their  own 
While  our  interefl" :  and  certainly  he  is  a  fool  in  grain,  who 
fjhers  and  Q^rrii^s  Water  to  his  neighbour's  houfe,  whilft  his^ 
menhatits  q^^  jg  burning.     Moreover  Holland  hath  been  for^ 
ZtTa^"   more  than  fifty  years  fuccefTively  either  made,  oF' 
left  difarmed,  ro  ftrengthen  its  neighbours,  and  tCH 

make 
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make  them  rather  than  themfelves  confiderable : 
To  that  in  cafe  of  a  war  with  them,  we  might  fear 
Jefl:  our  fniall  unfortincd,  and  unprovided  frontier 
cities,  and  poffibly  the  other  great  cities  too,  be- 
caufe  of  their  want  of  fortifications,  and  exercife  of 
arms,  iho'  they  are  flronger  inwardly,  might  be 
furprized,  and  fall  into  our  neighbours  hands. 

For,  to  fpeak  truly,  tho'  we  have  been  like  good 
wrcftiers  and  fencers,  able  to  defend  ourfclves  with 
our  own  ftrength,  yet  we  have  fuffered  ourfelves  to 
be  deluded  into  a  belief,  that  we  fhould  be  better 
defended  in  ca.{Q  we  gave  up  our  arm^  to  certain 
famous  fencers,  or  to  neighbours  that  boaft  them- 
felves to  be  better  able  to  wreftle  and  fence  than 
we,  and  confequently  to  expel  an  enemy  ;  whereas 
they  are  vifibly  weaker  of  body  than  ourfelves.  So 
that  we  having  for  fo  long  a  time  delivered  up, 
and  lent  out  our  arms,  are,  for  want  of  exercife 
and  ufing  the  fword,  really  become  totally  difarm'd 
and  weak  ;  inlbmuch  that  in  cafe  our  weak  cham- 
pions fhould  come  to  a  battel,  not  only  they  but 
we  alfo  Giould  fall  by  the  fword:  and  befides,  our 
weak  neighbouring  champions  who  have  borrowed 
our  fwords,  are  no  lefs  mifchievous  than  any  other 
people.  And  therefore  we  are  to  expecSt,  that  they 
not  only  defign  their  own  advantage,  and  negleób 
ours,  but  alfo  will  conceive  and  eiteem  their  own 
burdens  very  heavy,  and  ours  very  light  j  for  I 
would  not  fay,  they  will  ufe  the  arms  and  power 
they  have  borrowed  of  us  to  our  ruin,  whenever 
they  can  effect  it  to  their  advantage.  By  all  which 
it  appears,  that  Holland  is  now  lefs  defenfible  than 
ever. 

But  he  that  examines  this  general  pofition  on 
both  fides,  muft  acknowledge,  that  as  this  weak- 
nefs  of  Holland  was  caufed  by  their  own  ftadtholder 
and  captain-general :  and  on  the  other  fide,  Hol- 
kitid  by  the  prefent  free  government  is  enabled  to 
'^  make 
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make  ufe  of  all  its  abundant  inward  ftrength  for  its 
own  prefervation,  and  with  more  eafe  than  ever  to 
^  repel  all  inteftine  and  foreign  force  whatfoever. 
Now  to  the  end  this  conclufion  may  the  better  ap- 
pear, I  Ihall  in  the  next  chapter  endeavour  to  Ihew, 
thjit  Holland  diftintliy,  and  in  regard  of  all  her 
neighbours,  not  comparatively,  but  effedlually, 
may  very  well  defend  itfelf  againft  all  inward  and 
outward  force  whatfoever. 

CHAP.     XII. 

%h£t,  Holland,    during   its  free  governmejity 
cannot  be  ruined  by  any  iiitejiine  power. 

An  en-      '/T^  I  ^  evident  that  no  domeftick  power  can 

quiryvjhe-     J[_.     fubvert    the  republic  of  Holland^  nor  de- 

ther  Uol-  ftj-py  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants,  except  by  a 

^fr^V   general  confpiracy,  feditign,  infurreélion,  and  ci- 

ly  fac-      vil  war  of  the  people  and  cities  of  Hollajid  ag:ünft 

tions.         one  another,  becaufe  they  are  fo  wonderfully  linked 

together  by  a  common  good,  that  thofe  homebred 

tumults  and  wars  are  not  to  be  fuppofed  able  to  be 

raifed,    except    by   inhabitants   of  fuch   eminent! 

ftrength,  as  is  able  to  force  the  magiilracy  of  the 

In  cafe  one  countrv  to  the  execution  of  fuch  deftrudive  coun- 

province     fgjls.     And  feeing  now  in  Holland  and  JVcft-Frief- 

'f'T  A      ^''^^^  there  is  no  captain- general  or  itadtholder,  nor 

p-ince  of  ^"Y  iH^ftcioi^s  perfon  except  the  princeof  Or^»^*?; 

Orange     therefore  we  will  confider,    whether  if  the  laid 

for  their    prince,  who  is  in  no  office  of  the  generality,  con- 

bead.        tinuing  in  thefe  provinces,  might  be  able  to  caufe 

or  effed:  fuch  ruinous  and  deitrudive  divifions  in 

Holland. 

And  indeed  as  I  have  a  profped,  that  if  he 
fliould  happen  to  get  into  any  adminiilrition,  he 
might  occafion  fuch  divifions  and  breaches:  yet  on 
^he  other  fide,  I  cannot  fee  how  without  employ- 

iTienfj, 
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ment,  either  from  the  generality,  or  this  province, 
he  could  obtain  fo  great  an  intereft  in  tiie  govern- 
ment of  thefe  countries,  55  ip  be  able  to  caule  a    ■ 
civil  war,  and  make  hi^iikii  suiter  of  them,  ei- 
ther with  the  old  or  a  new  rit'-.^ :  for  he  being  no 
general,  nor  having  any  military  dependents,  and 
out  of  all  command,  tho*  he  might  by  feditious 
preachers  caule  a  few  of  the  rabble  to  rife  againll 
their  lawful  rulers-,  yet  this  would  not  be  like  to 
happen  at  one  time,  and  in  ïo  many  places  toge-  It  is  an- 
ther,  as  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  provincial /^^'^^'^ '* 
government.     And  that  tree  government  remain-   ■'^  f'P''~ 

o  .  •1111  mati-ve, 

ing  intire,  the  new  migiltrates  obtruded  on  the  hut  elfe 
people  upon  this  rifing,  would  be  turned  out,  and  »o/. 
the  feditious  every  time  fignally  puniflied.  And 
tjiis  would  alfo  tend  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
honour  of  the  prince  of  Orange  \  befides,  that  by 
this  means  he  would  lofe  all  hopes  and  appearances 
of  ever  being  imployed  in  the  country's  fervice  ; 
and  on  the  other  fide  might  fear,  that  he  and  his 
pofterity  fhould  for  ever  be  excluded  from  all  go- 
vernment and  fervice  in  thefe  United  Netherlands 
by  a  perpetual  law. 

And  if  the  prince  of  Orange  be  not  able  to  caufe  Much  lefs 
fuch  feditions  and  divifions,  1  fuppofe  it  could  lefs  ^^^'^^^  the 
be  done  by  any  colfegc  of  the  generality:  for  ^^^^f'l'jf 
would  fain  knov/  in  which  of  the  cities  oi  Holland  f-ality,  de- 
would  the  liates  general,  or  the  council  of  (late, />r;.x;V  ,^ 
without  a  military  head,   be  now  able  to  alter  the./^'^'^  ^ 
prelent  free  government  by  force  or  faction  .''  Af-   ^1  ' 
furedly  not  in  any  one  city.     And  from  the  lefler  caufe  com- 
colleges  of  the  generality  fuch  mifchicfs  are  lefs  to  motions. 
be  feared. 

But  perhaps  fome  may  fay,  that  the  rulers  or 
fb.itcs  of  this  province,  of  their  own  accord,  or  fe- 
duced  by  promifes  and  gifo,  forget  that  warning, 
icar  thofc  who  are  accuitomed  to  do  ill,  efpecially 

when 
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when  they  make  prefents  *,  and  will  bring  in  the 

'Trojan  horfe.     But  yet  the  arm'd  men  concealed  in 

his  belly,  will  never  be  able,  by  the  confpiracy  of 

feme  magiftrates,  to  dellroy  our  province,  and  to 

V/hether    J'ubdue  and  barn  our  cities  by  uproars  againft  the 

the  free     rulers  i    but  pofTibly  they  may  by  bringing  in  the 

Holland     horfe,  weaken  our  lawful  governors,  and  leave  our 

Tike? 7 '^  cities  without  defence,  and  then  the  horfe  may  be 

bring  in     drawn  iuto  the  inward  court,  and  into  the  feeble 

/-&^  Trojan  and  weak  aflembly  of  the  dates.     As  Ruy  Gomaz 

^^J^'        de  Si  ha  fiys  of  the  Netherlands  in  general, ''  That 

"  they  are  more  fiery  than  they  (hould  be  for  the 

"  prefer vation  of  their  liberties,   when   by  force 

"  they  are  attempted  to  be  taken  from  them ;  and 

"  yet  never  any  people  have  been  fo  eafy  almoft 

SeeV.       "  wholly  to  refign  them.  And  the  emperor  C^^r/^* 

rh^?'      "  ^^^  ^^^^^  "^^^  ^^  ^^y»  ^^^^^  "^  people   were  fo 
"  averfe  from  fervitude  as  the  Netherlanders^  and 
"  yet  in  the  world  no  people  fuffered  the  yoke  to 
"  be  fo  eafily  laid  on  them,  when  they  were  gently 
"  treated."     Befides  which,   cardinal   Bentivogho 
endeavours  to  fhew  by    many    reafons,    that   the 
See  Benti-  United  Netherland  Provinces  cannot  long  preferve 
voglio,      their  free  government ;  but  feeing  the  Nether  landers 
jWfl/.  hb.  }-j;jyg  never  before  been  in  the  quiet  pofllffion  of  a 
\  '  '  '''  free  republiek,  at  leaft  not  the  Hollanders,  there 
can  be  no  example  given  of  their  negledling  their 
own  freedom,  or  of  corrupting  them  with  money 
for  that  end.     For  when  formerly  it  happened  in 
Holland  by  unavoidable  fad  accidents,  that  we  were 
neceffitated  to  draw  the  Trojan  horfe  into  the  in- 
ward court,  we  faw  the  fire  and  flame,  fnorting, 
neighing,  and  armed  men  fpring  from  his  body  at 
pleafure,  without  regard  either  to  the  benefit  or 
damage  of  the  inhabitants.    So  we  fhall  always  find 
it  true,  in  all  chargeable  and  necelTitous  countries, 
governed  by  a  few  ariftocratical  rulers,  and  provi- 
ded 
*  Tinieo  Danaos,  Ssi  dona  ferentes, 
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*kd  witb  buc  ftw  unrewarded  annual  magiftrates,  Why  thh 
that  a  great  perfon  obtaining  there  any  power  in  ^^/^ppe»^^ 
the  government  or  militia,  will  eafily  draw  to  ^'S^X^^n'* 
party  all  rulers  and   magiftrates  by  the  moft  confi-  therlands. 
derable  and  profitable  offices  and  benefices  which, 
he  can   confer ;   or  if  any   dare  to  Hand   it  out 
againft  him,  he  would  keep  him  out  of  employ- 
ment, or  deter  him  from  maintaining  the  publiek 
liberty  :  fo  that  every  one  to  obtain  thofe  advan- 
tages, or  to  evade  thofe  hardfliips,  will  be  tempted 
to  give  up  the  freedom  of  his  country  ;  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  we  have  feen  fuch  dealings  lb  often 
pradifed  in  thefe  parts. 

But  it  is  alfo  true,  that  when  the  princes  of  fhefe  viz.  Be^ 
countries  were  raifed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  cauje  the 
conceiv'd   it  was  no  longer  needful  for  them  to  ^^^^' 
oblige  the  rulers  and  magiftrates  of  the  gentry,  and-^^^.^  ^°  'scc 
cities,  not  doubting  to  bear  them  down  by  their  rijere  to  be 
great  popularity  among  the  inhabitants,  or  to  fup-/^//'f'-^'«', 
prefs  them  by  their  military  authority  ;  it  hath  of-  ^■°!  <^°^^'>''^ 
itn  appeared,  that  beyond  expectation  many  good  ' 
patriots,    and  lovers   of  liberty,    efpecially  many 
prudent,  ancient,  and  experienced  merchants,  have 
rhen  evidenced  their  zeal  for  the  defence  of  their 
privileges,  well  knowing  they  fhould  be  forced  to 
part  with  them  under  a  monarchical  government; 
and  therefore  joined  with  fuch  rulers  and  magiftrates 
as  encouraged  them  to  maintain  their  freedom,  as 
far  as  they  poflibly  could,  nay,  even  the  fhadow  of 
liberty,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

All  which  ought  to  perfuade  us,  that  the  afTem-  it  is  not 
bly  of  the  ftates  of  Holland^  and  the  fubordinate  probable  it 
magiftrates  of  this  prefent  free  ftate,  having  in  their  "^'^^  "O'^] 
own  power  the  beftowing  of  all  honourable  and  ^>^hoI- 
profitable  employments ;  and  which  is  more,  not  land, 
needing  now  to  fear  their  own  military  power,  and 
being  able  without  fcruplc  to  command  them,  and 
by  them  to  reduce  other  mutinous  and  feditious  in- 
habitants 
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habitants  to  obedience,  will  not  now  be  inclined  to 
call  in,  or  fet  up  a  head,  whicii  they  would  imme- 
diately fear  no  Jefs  than  idolaters  do  the  idols  of 
their  own  making  ;  and  not  only  (o^   but  they  muft 
Becaufe     reverence  his  cou-rtiers  too,  and  befeech  them  that 
atlnuorthy  they  would  plcafe  to  fuffer  themfeives  to  be  chofen 
rulers  may  j^^d  Continued  in  the  yearly  magiftracies,  and  be- 
fercei've  ii  ^^^^  ^oma.  offices  and  empfoyments  on  them  and 
their  ruin.  ^^^^^  friends,  changing  the  liberty  they  now  enjoy 
as  magiftrates  of  a  free  ftate,  into  a  bafe  and  flavifh 
dependance.     Which   things   well  confidered,  we 
ought  to  believe  that  the   Hollanders  will    rather 
chufe  to  hazard  their  lives  and   eitates  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  this  free  government, 
Js  the  Bat  if  any  one  fliould  get  doubt  of  this,   let  him 

fates  of  }^g^j.  f}^g  ftatesof  Holland  and  JVeft-FrieJland  fpeak 
hanje"^  in  that  fimous  dediidlion  now  in  print,  where  their 
plainly  ex-  lordfliips  have  publifiied  their  fentiment  in  this 
frejed  it  matter :  for  having  been  accufed  by  fome  of  the 
z/iDeduft.  provinces  to  have  done  fomething  repugnant  to 
fart.  2.  c.  j.j^^jj.  ^^,^^^  bought  freedom,  they  very  roundly  and 
^V  '  plainly  declared  *'  That  they  are  as  fenfible  of 
*'  thofe  allegations  as  a.;y  ct'ersj  and  that  they 
"  purpofr,  and  are  refolved  to  preferve  and  main- 
"  tain  the  laid  freedom,  as  well  'n  re;pe(5t  of  the 
"  ftate  in  general,  as  of  their  province  in  particuiarj 
*'  even  as  the  apple  of  their  eye.  And  that  as  they 
«'  were  the  firft  and  chief  procurers  of  freedom  both 
*'  for  themfelves  and  their  alHes,  fo  they  v/ill  ne- 
*'  ver  fuffer  it  to  be  faid  with  truth,  that  any  others 
*'  fhould  outdo  them  in  zeal  for  preferving  and 
*'  defending  the  common  liberty. 

"  §.9.  Nay,  that  it  can  hardly  enter  into  the 
"  head  of  any  man,  accordi:ig  to  the  judgment  of 
"  all  political  writers,  who  have  f.)und  underftand- 
••  ing,  That  in  a  republiek,  fuch  great  offices  of 
"  captain-general,  and  ifadtholder,  can  without 
^'  fignal  danger  of  the  common  freedom  be  conferred 

upon 
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*'  upon  thofe,   whofe  anceftors  were  clothed  with 
*'  the  fame  employments. 

"  §.  10.  Laying  it  down  as  unqueftionable,  and 
«  well  known  to  all  thofe  that  have  in  any  meafure 
**  been  converfmt  with  fuch  authors  as  treat  of  the 
«  rife,  conftitution,  and  alteration  of  kingdoms, 
"  dates  and  countries,  together  with  the  form  of 
"  their  governments,  that  all  the  repubJicks  of 
"  the  world,  without  exception,  which  departed 
"  from  fuch  maxims  and  cuftoms,  more  particu- 
"  larly  thofe  who  have  entrulled  the  whole  (Ircngth 
"  of  their  arms  to  a  fingle  perfon  during  life,  with 
"  fuch  others  as  continued  them  too  long  in  their 
«  commands,  have  been  by  that  means  brought 
*'  under  fubjedion,  and  reduced  to  a  monarchical 
«*  ilate.  And  after  very  many  examples  produced 
«  for  confirmation  of  what  is  alledged,  their  lord- 
•'  fliips  further  add  : 

"  §.22.  And  have  we  not  feen  with  our  own  mywill 
"  eyes,  that  the  laft  deceafed  captain-general  oïnoteafily 
"  this  ftate  endeavoured  to  furprize  the  capital  and-^^"'''^^'   '^^^ 
«  moll  powerful  city  of  the  land,   with  thofe  very  tdrZÏ 
"  arms  which  the  ftates  entrufted  to  him?     And jïadtholder 
"  moreover,  that  he  dared  fo  unfpeakably  to  wrono-  and  cap- 
"  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  fVefi-FrieJland,  who^  tain-gent- 
"  perfons  he,  as  a  fworn  minifter  and  natural  fub- '"'"''' 
"  jeft,  was  bound  to  revere  ?  that  he  feized  fix  of 
"  the  principal  lords,    whilft  they  were  fitting  in 
"  their  fovereign  affembly,  and  carried  them  away 
"  prifoners  ?  And  hath  not  God  Almighty  vifibly 
"  oppofed,  broken  and  fruftrated  the  fecrct  defigns 
"  concealed  under  that  pernicious  attempt,  byfend- 
*'  ing  out  of  heaven  a  thick  darknefs,  with  a  great 
*^  and  fudden  ftorm  of  rain,  by  which   we  were 
'*  preferved  ^ 

*'  §.  23.  And  all  things  well  con  fide  red,  it  might 
"  bequeftioned,  according  to  the  judgment  of  die 
*[  faid  politicians,  whether  by  advancing  the  pre- 
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*'  fent  prince  of  Orange  to  that  dignity,  and  thofe 
•'  high  offices  in  which  his  anceilors  were  placed,' 
*'  the  freedom  of  this  itate  would  riot  be  remark- 
"  ably  endangered  :  for  God  does  not  always  mi- 
*'  racles,  neither  are  we  to  flatter  our  felves  that 
"  thefe  countries  fhall  always  efcape  that  deftruc- 
*'  tion  which  has  ever  attended  all  thofe  nations 
"  that  have  taken  the  fame  courfc  without  excep- 
"  tion. 

"  And  laflly,  the  dates  of  Holland  and  PFe,^- 
*'  Friejland  do  thus  exprefs  their  unalterable  refo- 
**  lution  upon  the  laft  article.  At  lead  their  lord- 
*'  fhips  will  on  their  own  behalf  declare,  and  do 
*'  hereby  declare,  that  they  are  firmly  refolved  to 
**  ftrengthen  the  forefaid  union,  viz.  of  Utrecht, 
"  for  the  confervation  of  the  Hate  in  general,  and 
"  for  maintaining  the  publiek  liberty,  together 
"  with  the  fupremacy,  and  rights  of  the  refpedive 
*'  provinces,  according  to  the  grounds  here  ex- 
*'  prefTed  ;  and  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  occafions,- 
*'  will  contribute  their  help,  even  to  the  utmoft,- 
•'  towards  the  prefervation  and  defence  of  their 
*'  dear-bought  liberty,  and  the  privileges  of  thele 
*'  countries,  which  are  fo  dear,  and  of  fuch  inedi- 
"  mable  value  to  them,  that  they  wi  1  rot  futfer 
"  themfelves  to  be  diverted  from  their  refolutior», 
7hey  ivill^'-  by  any  inconveniences  or  extremities;  nor  will 
not  lofe  ct  ]^y  (Jown  their  good  intentions  but  with  their 
their  free  ,,  y^^       truftino;    thit  they  fhall  be  duly  feconded 

Fcveyn-  .  - 

me»t  but  *'  herein  upon  all  occafions  by  our  other  allies  ;  ior 
*with  the  '*  which  the  faid  dates  will  fend  up  their  fervent 
iofs  of  c(  prayers  to  Almighty  God.  Amcn*\  This  done 
J."'*  and  concluded  by  the  laid  dates  of  Holland  and 
Weft -Friejland  in  the  Hague,  the  25  th  of  July  1 654, 
by  command  of  the  faid  dates,  was  figned. 

Herbert  van  Beaumont, 
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To  vyhich  we  fiiall  add   the  perpetual   edicfl  of 
the  5:h  oïjiiguji  1 667. concainiiig  as  follows. 


(C 


"  The  fevcral  dates  o^ 'Holland  and  PFefl-Frief- 
land^    after   feveral   ad]Ournmcr.'s,  and    mature 
'"  deliberation,  and  communication  with  the  knights 
"  and   gentlemen,  and  likewife  with  the  councils 
"  of  the  cities,  unanimoufly,  ar.d  with  the  general  . 

*'  concurrence  of  all  the  members,  for  a  perpetual  ^ ƒ  J  Jjj^ 
"  edid,  and  everlafting  law,  in  order  to  preferve  aperpctual 
*'  the   publiek   freedooj,  together  with    the  union  ^^iv  to 
"  and  common  peace,  have  enaded,  as  they  do ■^''^/^^'^^ 
"  hereby  enaft  and  decree,  the  points  and  articles  l^^'^/j.^'^ 
.«'  following  :  ^ent. 

'■     *'    I.  That  the  power  of  elefting  and  fummoning 
*'  in  the  order  of  the  knighthood  and  nobles,  to- 
*'  gether  with  the  nomination  and  choice  of  burgo- 
*'  marters,  common-council,  judges,  and  all  other 
"  offices  of  the  magittracy  in  cities,  fhall   remain 
**  in  the  power  of  the  fummoned  knighthood  and 
*'  gentry,  together  with  the  cities  refpecflivdy,  as 
*'  by  antient  cuftom,  privileges  and  grants  is  con-  Prohihit- 
*'  firmed  or   granted  to  them,  or  might  ftill   be  ing  the  c- 
"  confirmed  or  granted,  with   the  free  exercife  of  ^'^'^^"'S  "f 
*'  the  fam^,  according  to  the  laws  and  privileges,  ^y^J^,      ' 
"  And    that  the   fore- mentioned    nomination,  or 
"  eleótion,  or  any  part  thereof,  Ihall   not  for  ever 
be  convey'd  or  given  away. 

"  2.  That  all  offices,  charges,  fervices.  or  be-  Or  confcr- 
nefices,  which   are  at  prefent  in   the  difpofal  of  ^%  ^^-V 
the  ftaces   of  Holland  and  Wejl-Friejland,  fhall  ''"'^^T 
"  be,  and  continue  in  chem,  without  any  alteration  admittiTiF 
*'  or  diminution,  excepting  only  the  military  em-  the  /arris. 
**  ployments  and  offices  v/hich  may  become  vacant 
'*  in   the   field,  and   during  any  expedition  by  lea 
*'..or  land,  concerning  which  the  lUfüs  of  i^c?//^;/^ 
**  will  by  a  further  order  determine,  not   only  of 
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the  provifional  fettlement,  but  alfo  principally 
of  the  difpoial  thereof,  fo  as  (hall  be  moft  for  the 
fervice  and  benefit  of  the  land. 
"  3.  That  the  flates  of  Holland  and  fFefl-Frief- 
laftd,  fhall  not  only  deny  their  fuffrages  to  the 
contrary,  but  alfo  moye  the  generality  with  all 
poffible  efficacy,  that  it  may  be  enacted  and 
eftabliilied  with  the  unanimous  confent  and  con- 
currence of  our  allies,  and  by  a  refolution  of  the 
ftates-general ;  that  whatever  perfon  fhall  be 
hereafter  made  captain  or  admiral-general,  or 
have  both  the  fiid  ojfHces ;  or  whoever  fiiall 
among  any  other  titles  have  the  chief  command 
over  the  forces  by  fca  or  land,  fhall  not  be,  or 
remain  ftadtholder  of  any  province,  or  provinces. 
And  forafmuch  as  concerns  the  province  of  Hoi- 
land  and  fFeJl-FricJlandy  not  only  fuch  perfon 
who  fhall  be  entrufted  with  the  chief  command 
over  the  forces  by  feaor  land,  but  alfo  no  other 
perfon  whatever  fhall  be  made  ftadtholder  of  that- 
province  ;  but  the  aforefaid  office  fhall  be,  and 
remain  fuppreiTed,  mortified,  and  void  in  all 
jrefped:s.  And  the  lords  commiifioners  of  the 
council,  in  their  refpedive  quarters,  have  it  re- 
commended to  them  according  to  their  inflruc- 
tions,  to  give  all  necefTary  orders,  and  to  ufe 
fuch  circumfpe6licn  and  prudence,  as  is  requifite 
in  afïliirs  that  may  happen  in  the  abfence  of  the 
ftates  of  Holland  and  fFefl-Frieflaud,  Vv^heretn 
fpeedy  orders  might  be  abfolutely  needful. 
"  4.  That  for  the  greater  (lability  of  thefe  refo- 
lutions,  and,  for  the  mutual  eafe  and  quiet  of 
the  gentry  and  cities,  all  thofe  who  are  at  prefcnt 
eleóted  into  the  order  of  knighthood,  oY  that  may 
hereafter  be  elefted,  together  with  all  fuch  as  may 
be  hereafter  chofen  in  the  great  council  of  the  ci- 
ties, fl]iall  by  their  folemn  oath  declare,  ihat  they 
will  maintain  the  forcfaid  points  religioufiy  and 

"  uprightly, 


Chap.  12.  fufh'  by  any  intejlim  Vouwer,  275 

*'  uprightly,  and  by  no  means  fuffer  that  there  be 

"  any  incroachment  or  infradlion  made  againft  the 

**  fame  ;  much  lefs  at  any  time  to  make,  or  caufs 

"  to   be  made,  any  propofition  which  might   in 

*'  any  wife  be  repugnant  thereunto.     Likewife  the 

*'  oath  of  the  lords  that  fliall  appear  at  the  affem- 

"  bly  of  the  ftates  of  Hö//^?;? J  and   V/eJf-Friefiand^ 

*'  fhall  be  enlarged  in  the  fulleft  and  moll  efFc:clual 

"  form.     And  the  counfellor-penfionary  for   the 

**  time  being,  fliall  alio  be  obliged  by  oath  to  pre- 

'^  ferve  and  mainrain  as  much  as  in  him  lies,  all 

"  the  faid   points,  without  ever  making  any  pro- 

"  pofal  to  the  contrary,  or  putting   it  to  the  que- 

"  ftion,  either   direflly   or  indire£l:ly,  much  lefs 

*'  to  form  a  concluiion. 

"  5.  That  moreover,  for  the   further  liability  ^a?^//;,^/' 

"  of  the  fiid  third  point,  the  fame  fh.iU  be  exprefly  <^i't  <:'^p- 

*'  inferted   in  the  inflrufiions   to  be  given    to  a  ^"^^  -S"^"^' 

"  captain  or  admiral-general ;  and  he  that  is  fo  ^^J^^  t^ 

*'  elected,  Ihall  be  obliged   by  oath,   not   only  to  maintain 

*'  feek  it  at  any  time  direftly  or  indiredlly,  much  aii  abonje- 

*'  lefs  to  form  a  defign  to  obtain  it  diredtly  or  in-  '^^f't^^"» 

*'  direólly  ;  but  on  the  contrary,   in  cafe  any  other  ^^' 

•«  Ihould  do  it  beyond  expeftacion,  that  he  fhall 

**  withftand  and  oppofe  it :  and  if  the  dignity  of 

*'  ftadtholder  (hould  at  any  time  be  offer'd  to  him 

*'  by  any  of  the  provinces,  that  he  will  refufe  and 

•*  decline  the  fame." 

And  truly  this  folemn  declaration,  and  perpetual 
ediót  of  our  lawful  fovereigns,  which  pafled  with 
the  unanimous  confentof  all  the  members  of  the 
affembly,  who  were  in  perfect  fret  iom  to  form 
their  own  refolutions  touching  the  prefervation  of 
their  liberties,  ought  to  be  of  greater  weight  with 
every  one,  and  efpecially  with  us,  than  any  other 
declaration  made  by  the  ilates  of  Holland  znd  IVeft- 
Priejlandf  when  rhey  were  under  theltrvitude  of  a 
T  2  haughty 
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haughty  governor  •,  or  than  the  declaration  of  that 
formidable  emperor  Charles  the  5th  made  to  his 
own  advantage,  even  tho'  we  fhould  add  the  foreign 
teftimony  of  liny  Gomes  de  Silva^  or  chat  of  cardi- 
nal BmlivogUo,  fince  they  were  not  capable  of  ex- 
periencing or  feeling  how  intolerably  thofe  fhoes 
pinch'd  us  ;  much  lefs  could  they  be  fenfible  how 
well  pleafed  the  underflanding  Netherlanders  are, 
whether  rulers  or  fubjeds,  to  find  *  themfelves  in 
a  condition  to  declare  with  freedom  their  fentiments 
concerning  the  welfare  ot  the  nation  -,  and  living 
by  the  laws  of  the  country,  need  to  fear  no  man, 
as  before  they  did.  But  above  all  other  inhabitants, 
our  vigilant  rulers,  who  heretofore  durft  not  open 
their  mouths  for  the  privileges  of  the  land,  the  law-, 
ful  government,  and  liberty  of  the  people  without  in- 
curring the  danger  of  being  fent  prifoners  to  ho've- 
Jlein  caftle,  may  confider  with  themfelves,  than 
they  can  now  freely  fpeak  their  minds  for  the  bene- 
fit of  their  country,  and  themfelves :  and  let  this 
be  well  weighed  by  every  one  that  has  but  one  drop 
of  free  Net  herland  blood  in  his  veins. 

Laftly,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  whether  the  profpe- 
r'ity  and  free  government  oï Holland  would  not  proba- 
bly be  deftroyed,  unlefsthey  have  an  illuftrious  head 
for  life,  even  by  the  freedom  v/hich  the  members 
,  of  Holland  do  now  a(5lually  ufe,  in  giving  their 
each  other,  voices  with  the  ftates  of  Holland.,  at  the  plealure, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  their  refpeftive  principals, 
and  by  crofs  and  contrary  interefts,  diffentions,  and 
wars  of  the  cities  among  themfelves ;  which  lome 
great  men  fay,  cannot  be  well  prevented  or  quieted 
M  rebuh-  without  fuch  an  illuftrious  head.  \ 

licks  that  To  which  I  anfwer -,  that  indeed  all  republicks  qf 
have  fuch  withput  cxception,  which  have  conftituted  chief*r 
a  head.,     aQvernors  for   life,  vefted   with  any  confiderable  < 

ivill  come  ^  •         •    •  I  1      r       •   n      •  •  i  •  o^  • 

taruin.     po^er  in  civi!,  and  elpecially  m  military  aliairs,v 

*  Nunc  pede  libero  ^ 
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have  been  fubjeft  to  continual  inteftinc  diflenfions 
and  wars,  and  hive  fallen   for  the  moft  part  into 
monarchical    governments.     This  was  the  fate  of 
all  the  7/^//^;?  republicks,  except  fome  few  that  by 
thofe  divifions  and  tumults  had  the  good  fortune 
to  expel  their  tyrants,  and  by  that  means  an  oppor- 
tunity of  introducing  abetter  form  of  government 
without   the  controul  of  fuch  an  infolent  mailer. 
This  was  alfo  the  the  fate  of  all  the   republicks  in 
Germany,  and  thefe  Netherlands^  under  their  dukes, 
earls,  ftadtholders,  hifhops,   and  captain-generals. -^^^  De- 
Which  is  not  flrange  ;  fcr  divide  and  reign  being '^"'^'^- -^^''^ 
the  political   maxim  of  fuch  heads,  they  will  ufe  ^•'^''•3•^^• 
all  their  art  and  power  to  raife  and  foment  divifions 
in  their  territories,  and  fifli  fo  long  in  thofe  troubled 
Vaters,  *£ill   they  overcome  both  parties;  as  all 
•ages  can  witnefs. 

2.  I  have  confidered,  but  cannot  remember  {oButretul. 
much  as  one  example  of  a  republiek  without  fuch  a  licks  tuith- 
head,  wl-ych  ever  fell  into  any  mifchievous  inteftine  °"'  "  ^^^^ 
commotions  that  lafted  long  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  "'^ff 
we  ought  to  take  notice,  that  the  free  imperial  ci- 
ties, or  republicks  in    Germany,  never  make  war 
againft  one  another  ;  and  thxithz  Cantons  o^  Swit- 
zerland being  mutually  bound  to  a  common  de- 
fence (even  as  we  are  by  the  union  of  Utrecht)  do 
very  f^idom  contend  among  themfèkes,  and  if  they  ^s  appears 
do  h  ippen  to  take  arms,  very  little  bioqd  is  fhed  ;  "/Germa^ 
and  in  a  fhort  tim^,  without  prejudice  to   their  ">'''"^ 
free  government,  they  are  reconciled   by  the  me- f^nr*"' 
diationofthe  other  cantons:  fo  that  their  republicks 
have  now  flood  near  400  years.     Which  caii  be  at- 
tributed to  no  other  caufe  than  that  the  differing 
parties,  mutually  fcnfible  of  the  mifchiefs  they  felt^ 
were  not  neceffMated  by  any  fuch  chief  head  or  go- 
vernor to  continue  a    prejudicial   and  deftruaive 
war  :  for  thofe  cantons  have  been  always  careful  not 
to  dtd:  any  commander  or  general  during  life  over- 
T  3  the 
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Who  are    the  Confederated  forces  of  the  union.     Neither  have 
caiitious     ^      j^£  jj^g   ^^j^l  (.^yijQ^^^  gyg,.  thought  fit  to  olace  a 

^^/^•j.y;^^/j,^  perpetual  commander  in  chief  over  their  own  loi- 
military     djers  in  the  field,  but  always  for  the  defign  in  hand 
head.        only  •,  tho'  after  their  revolt  from  their  lords  of  the 
houfe  of  Aujiria^  they  were  necefiitated  to  fupport 
a  war,  as  long  and  dangerous  as  that  we  had  againfl 
thofe  of  the  fame  family.    And  for  fo  much  as  con- 
cerns thefe  United  Provinces^  let   the  reader  pleafe 
to  hear  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  Weji-Friejland^  who 
after  many  Ifrong  and  weighty  reafons  add,  "  So 
Deciuft.     *'  that  their  lordOiips  conceive  they  may  firmly 
Fart  2.  c.  tc  conclude,  that  in  thefe  lands  hardly  any  other 
3-  ^-  H«    tt  tJifterences  and  divifions  have  ever  exiftcd,  ai: 
Wfnle.  our  ct  |^gft  „Qt  of  great  importance,  but  fuch  as-  have 
phtica      tt  ^^^^  form.ed  on  the  account  of  thofe  heads,  or 

and  7)iiU-  ...  . 

taryheaA  "  by  their  means." 

has  caufcd     3.  The  cities  of  Holland  by  inteftine  wars  v/ould 
riveUmgh  on  both  fides  futfer  infinitely  more  lofs  than  the 
aiiow\ai-  Szvifi-Cafrtons,  or  any  other  cities  far  remote  from 
c-ihich  caji  one  another.     For  all  the  inland  cities  of  Holland^ 
710  more     hardly  one  excepted,  do  as  well  fub!:ft  by  trade,  as 
haffen   hi  fj-iofe  (hat  are  nearer  to  the  fea  •,  and  the  leaft  fea- 
our  refub-  ^j^^  would  by  that    means  be  able  to  make  the 
nvhx.      '   grcateft  bcoty  of  the  ftrongdl: :  as  it  ii  alio  known, 
that  the  leaft  city  of  Holland  may  in  a  fliort  time  fo,  • 
^vell  fortify  itfelf,  that  it  could  not  be  taken  by  the' 
greater.     So  that  our  cities  lying  fo  clofe  together, 
the  adjacent  lands  v^rould  in  cafe  of  war  be  imme- 
diately ruined,  and  all  the  ways   by  land  or  water 
that  lead  towards  the  cities,  would  be  fo  infeftedj 
that  all  trading  would  immediately  ceafe.    Where- 
fore both  parries  v/ould  forthwith  be  moved  by  thé 
other  difinterefted  cities  to  chufe  a  more  profitable 
peace,  in  lieu  of  fuch  an  unprofitable  and  pernici'ouS 
war. 

Laftly,  I  obferve,  that  all  the  cities  in  Holland  are 
governed  by  few  ilanding  magiftrates  or  city-coun* 

ciis^ 
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cils,  but  rather  by  annual  magiftrates  ;  and  that  fo 
few  perfons  as  Tcrve  for  magillrates  lb  little  a  time, 
could  not  make  To  great  and  mifchjevous  a  war  up- 
on their  neighbouring  cities,  and  maintain  theni- 
felves  in  their  obftinacy,  without  being  turned  out 
of  the  government  by  their  own  inhabitants,  who 
would  not  fuffer  fuch  a  temper  to  their  prejudice  to 
continue  amongfi:  them  ;  at  leaft  they  would  be  kept 
out  of  the  magiftracy  by  their  competitors.  And  I 
believe  no  example  can  be  brought  of  a  few  arifto- 
cratical  rulers  of  a  city,  or  republiek  purely  fubfift- 
ing  by  trade,  who  have  ever  long  maintained  am 
ofienfive  war,  without  caufing  at  the  fame  time  their 
own  fubje^ls  to  mutiny  on  that  account,  and  to  turn 
them  out  of  the  government. 

And  accordingly  I  fhall  not  only  conclude,  that  Holland 
Holland  durinsj;  its  free  o;overnment  fHail  never  be  "^it^^otit  a 
more  fubjed  to  any  durable,  deftruólive,  inteftine  ^^^  ^^'^ 
dilTention,  much  lefs  to  inteftine  wars,    than  the  inwardly 
Szvitzer  and  German  republicks :  but  I  will  add,  that  raviJh'L 
as  the  perpetual  and  true  maxim  of  a  government  by 
a  (ingle  perfon,  is  divide  Ö*  impera^  by  raifing  and 
fomenting  divifions  among  the  rulers,  magiftrates 
and  inhabitants,  to  make  one  party  by  degrees  ma- 
iler of  the  other,  and  then  to  rule  both;  fo  it  is  alfo 
the  true  and  fteady  maxim  of  all  republicks,  *  to 
preate  a  good  underllanding  and  mutual  affeftion 
between  the  magiftrates  and  people,  by  a  mild  and 
gentle  government,  becaufe  the  welfare  of  all  com- 
monwcakhs  depends  upon  it,  and  is  deÜroyed  by 
the  contrary.     And  accordingly  I  fliall  finifli  this 
chapter  by  faying,  that  we  fliould  have  reafon  to 
wonder,  if  any  wife  man  ever  believed  that  it  is  the 
intereft  of  free  republicks  to  chufe  an  illuftrious 
head,  vefted  widi  authority  for  life,  in  order  to 
compofe  the  difterences  that  may  arife  among  them  : 
T  4  for 

*  Concordia  res  paryse  crefcuntj,   difcordla  iiia.xime  dila- 
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for  I  think  we  have  already  proved,  that  no  furer 
way  can  be  taken  to  introduce  perpetual  divifions 
into  repubHcks,  with  foreign  and  domeüick  wars, 
and  at  laft  a  monarchical  government,  than  by  fet- 
ting  up  fuch  an  eminent  commanding  head. 

CHAP.    XÏÏI. 

That  Holland  during  its  free  Government  is 
very  well  able  to  refifl  all  foreign  Po-iver. 

Ifhaimujl  Y  Shall  now  endeavour  to  fhew  that  the  republiek 
be  fuppofed  J^  ^f  Holland^  while  an  entire  friee  government,  can 
J  nd  ma  ^^^^  ^^^^^  drf'jnd  itfelf  againfl  any  foreign  force 
retel  all  whatever.  But  firft  I  muft  premife  and  fuppofe, 
force  from  that  this  is  a  lurc  effetl  of  a  free  government:,  i;/iz. 
li'ithóut.  that  all  the  gi eat  cities  oïHoV^jia  n^uft  fortily  rhem- 
felves,  and  be  provided  with  all  things  neceffary  for 
their  defence  •,  as  alfo  that  the  ftates  of  Holla7:a  muft 
out  of  the  common  ftock  ftrengthen  all  the  avenues 
and  frontier  cities  of  the  provinces,  which  of  them- 
klves  are  too  weak  efFcólually  to  repel  an  enemy. 
For  otherwife  we  may  wdl  be  of  opinion,  that  Hol- 
land will  not  be  able  to  deal  with  the  force  oï Spain 
by  land  ;  and  that  it  might  by  furprize  be  over- 
run by  the  power  of  feme  other  of  the  United  Pro- 
"jinces ;  yea,  that  it  might  be  eafily  plundered  by 
its  own  conquered  cities.  But  not  to  cut  out  more 
work,  I  fhall,  in  purfuance  of  that  pofition,  look 
upon  HoUa)idy  and  all  the  other  provinces,  as  be- 
ing wirhout  union,  league,  or  alliance  with  its  neigh- 
bours :  for  as  other  countries  may  join  in  making 
Vy-ar  upon  Holland,  fo  Holhrnd  may  make  leagues 
with  foreign  powers  to  make  war  upon  others : 
which  cai'es  would  caufe  endlefs  thoughts  and  confi- 
derations-,  and  therefore  I  will  prefuppofe,  that 
when  Holland  fliall  have  difference,  or  wars  with 
any  one  of  its  neighbours,  all  the  refl  fhall  be 
neuter» 

Therq- 


Therefore  to  come  to  the  point,  I  fliy,  that  it 
icems  needlefs  for  me  to  fhew  that  Holland  can  very- 
well  fubfift  and  endure  all  the  force  of  France,  Spain^ 
Ev9^land^  and  other  leflcr  remote  countries,  fince  I 
think  I  have  done  it  fufficiently  in  the  foregoing 
chapters,  v/hen  I  treated  of  Holland*?,  alliances.  So 
it  remains  only  to  be  confidered,  whether  Holland 
be  ftrong  enough  to  defend  itfelf  againlt  the  power 
of  me  neighbouring  United  Provinces,  and  of  the 
affociated  or  conquered  lands  and  cities  ? 

Upon  which  I  fhall  premife  in  the  general,  that  Holland 
-  Holland  being  fo  well  furrounded  by  the  feas  and^'^''^/'^' 
rivers,  and  broken  by  waters  •,  fo  populous,  fo  ^^^"^  fainftthe 
of  great,  well  fortified  (for  this  mufi  be  fuppofed)  0?/^^;- Uni- 
and  impregnable  cities  lying  near  one  another,  every  ted  Pro- 
One  cr  which  can  prpduce  an  army  \  this  being  con-  '*^'"C"- 
fidercd,  I  fay  no  potentate  in  the  world  could  in- 
vade us  with  an  army :  or  fuppofe  he  were  entered 
the  country,  it  is  clear  that  the  laid  enemy,  by  the 
cont!nual  unexpeéled  attacks  of  the  adjacent  cities, 
and,  by   the  beating  of  his  convoys,    or  fucH  as 
br,'nt.r  in  forage,  would  in  a  fnort  time  be  necefii- 
ti;tjd,  by  the  continual  leficning  of  his  forces,  fiiame- 
fully  to  rdinquiCh  the  attempt  and  march  away. 
All  which  thty  ought  to  forefee  and  exped,  and 
much  more  of  the  torces  and  inc  urfions  ot  our  nei- 
bouring  Netherlands,  and  conquered  cides.  Becaufe^ 

Again,  1  mud  fay,  that  all  the  faid  provinces  do  ^^^"fi  t^°- 
receive  incomparably  more  advantage  by  HollanJ^  <rrr;'more 
than  Holland  dot?,  Uom  them  •,  which  benefits  would  ^^f,^.^ 
all  ceafe  by  a  war,  namely,  by  virtue  of  the  union,  andfujf-r 
Which,  as  it  has  been  praftiled,  the  rulers  and  in-  "^°''^  h 
habitants  of  the  other  provinces  draw  profits  from  Hou'd^'^ 
Holland  ;  namely  by  embalTies  ordinary  and  extra-  See  a  gene- 
ordinary,  by  commiffions  and  deputations  in  theWr^/a- 
colleges  of  the  joint  allies ;  or  by  offices  or  benefices  ^"/^^  °f 
in  and  about  the  government  -,  in  the  courts  of  judi-  '^5/^' 
Cature,  treafuries,  and  afi^airs  of  war  dependiiig  on  jj^^^,. 
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the  generality,  which  are  paid  by  the  joint  allies, 
by  which  they  accordingly  receive  above  58  fer 
cent,  ot  all  that  they  enjoy.  To  which  we  may  add 
the  profits  they  reap  by  adminiftration,  or  offices 
about  regulation  of  trade,  and  maritime  affairs, 
whether  at  home  depending  on  the  admiralties,  or 
abroad  by  being  refidents  and  confuls,  i^c.  So  that 
it  is  evident  enough  that  all  rewards  muft  proceed 
from  Hollojid  alone  •,  and  by  the  traffick  of  Hol- 
land., and  its  wonderful  populoufnefs  and  vicinity, 
they  confume  all  the  manufa6lures  and  fuperfluous 
produifls  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  provinces  at 
high  rates,  and  they  receive  out  of  /7f//^K^  all  that 
they  want  at  eafy  rates :  whereas  Holland  on  the 
other  fide,  in  cafe  of  a  war  with  this  or  that  pro- 
vince, would  not  be  fenfible,  or  fufïer  in  its  traffick 
or  confumption.  And  befides  we  fee,  that  from  the 
provinces  of  Guelder  I  and.,  Friefiand.,  Overyjjd.,  &c.  • 
the  poor  young  men  and  maids  that  are  not  able  to 
live  there  by  their  trades  and  fervice,  fubfifl  in  Hol- 
land very  well.  So  that  ail  the  provinces  are  fen- 
fible, that  a  good  and  firm  peace  is  at  leafl  as  much 
recefTIuy  for  them  as  for  us,  to  tiiaintain  the  pro- 
fperity  of  both.  And  yet  it  might  happen,  that 
fome  provinces  may  be  fo  ill  advifed  as  to  be  drawn 
afide  to  make  war  againil  Holland ;  and  therefore  I 
mull  confider,  and  take  a  view  of  all  the  United 
Provinces  in  particular,  viz, 

Groningen  and  h'riejland.,  with  the  conquered 
places  of  the  generality,  Bourtagne.,  Beliingwolde, 
Langakkerfcbans  and  Qoeverden  ;  which  they  have 
fjund  means  to  bring  under  their  particular  power. 
Now,  feeing  they  appoint  or  chufe  their  comman- 
ders there,  remove  oi-  change  their  garrifons,  and 
give  commiflions  to  their  miiitary  officers,  whereby, 
it  appears  they  need  nothing  of  ours ;  and  that  they 
.  can  fufficientiy  defend  themfelves  againfl  all  foreign 
force.     So  that  if  they  have  a  governor  in  chief, 

which 
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which  in  time  might  induce  them  to  take  mifchie- 
voLis  refolutions,  we  might  exped  a  deftru6tive  war 
to  both  parties  moft  from  that  quarter,  if  it  had 
not  pleafed  God  to  divide  us  by  the  Zuyder-Sea, 
and  the  provinces  of  Uirecht,  Guelderland^  and 
Overyjjel.  So  that  from  that  fide  we  need  expert 
no  hurt ;  and  the  rather,  feeing  by  our  ftrength  of 
navigation  v/e  may  prefently  flop  all  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  Groningen  and  Friejland. 

As  to  Overyjfel,  it  is  well  known  that  it  is  di-  Overyf- 
vided  from  Holland  by  Guelder/and^  and  has  no  ^el /^"«^ 
communication  with  us  but  by  the  Zuyder-Sea :  and  ^^1^°^^^^ 
nioreover,  the  ftrength  of  Overyffel  is  (o  inconfider-  „.^^g^ 
able,  and  their  land  behind  lies  fo  open,  that  they  ^^ake  ^var 
cannot  make  war  againft:  us  but  by  fea ;  nor  fo  nei-  "P°'^  ^°^" 
ther,  without  hazarding  their  fudden  ruin  by  the 
lofs  and  v/ant  of  ail  their  traffick.     So  that  while  Jnd  being 
they  have  a  free  government,  we  are  not  to  expeiH;  non.vafree. 
it.     And  if  they  duly  confider  the  horrid  inteftine  '''P''j'/'f> 
and  foreign  wars  and  difcords,  which  they  fuffered  ^^^/j,  „g. 
in  the  times  of  their  bifhops,  and  governors  of  their  wr  dufe 
republicks,  and  likewife  the  violent  ufurpation  that^^^*'^- 
they  fuffered  afterwards  under  their  lords  and  ftadt- 
holders,  there  is  riot  the  leaft  appearance  that  they 
v/ill  ever  confent  to  the  choice  of  fuch  a  head  or 
ruler  •,  but  if  it  fhould  fo  happen,  and  they  be  preft 
by   a  contentious   governor  to  war  againft  us,  it 
would  be  ftrarige  if  fuch  a  war  fhould    be   long- 
lived  •,  for  it  is  evident  they  could  endamage  Hol- 
land but  little,  if  Holland  would  ufe  its  force  againft 
them. 

As  for  Guelder/and^  it  is  manifeft  it  hath  much  Guelder- 
more  communion  with  Holland  than  any  of  the  ^^""^  ^^y 
forefaid  provinces  -,   for  it  joins  to  Holland  about  l"^^^^  '^"^ 
Afferen  and  Gorcum^  and  towards  Bommelar  is  di-  * 

Vided  only  by  the  Maefe  from  the  land  of  Heufden 
and  Altcna.  Moreover  it  joins  to  the  Zuyder-Sea^ 
and  hath  under  its  power  the  mighty  rivers  of  the 
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Tffel,  Rhine,  Waal  and  Maefe%  wherehy  it  fhould 
feem  thofe  of  Guelderland  are  able  to  infeil  the  traf- 
jfick  of  Holland  through  the  Zuyder-Sea,    and  by 
means  of  the  faid  rivers  to  flop  all  traffick  from 
above :  and  befides,  the  men  of  Guelderland  were 
of  old  famous  for  their  foldiery,  efpecially  for  horfe-;] 
men.     So  that  it  feems  to  Jie  conveniently  for  gain->: 
jng  of  great  booty  from  HoUcind  by  fudden  incur- 1 
fions,  and  to  make  war  upon  us. 

But  on  the  other  ude  it  is  as  cvideni,  that  HoU 
land  having  ail  the  pafiages  into  the  fea  from  the 
faid   rivers    under    their   power,    would    ftraiten. 
Guelderland   more  in    all    its    traffick  i  for   Hol- 
land could  carry  all  its  fine  goods  in  carts  above  ihe;: 
Butmt      confines  of  Guelderland  towards  the  Miiefe  andc 
without     j^^jf,.    ap^^  there  likewife  leceive  the  fine  up'  'nd  •^. 
damage  to  goods.     And  confidcring  Harderwyk  and  Elburg't^ 
itj'elf.       are  the  only  fea-ports  of  Guelderland^  which   -)0t-)^ 
withftanding  are  without  havens,  their  robbt-.nes 
at  fea  would   fignify  little,    arid   befides  be  ci.fiiy 
over-powered  by  Holland^  great  maritime  ftrength. , 
As  to  their  incurfions  by  land,  whether  v/ich  horfe^;'' 
or  foot ;    it  is  clearly  impradicablc    by  rcafon  of.i; 
Holland's  populoufnefs,  and  being  fo  full  of  canals,  c 
which  would  cafily  put  a  flop  to  the  GuelderlandersJl 
Their  bold  prefumption  oF plundering  the  Hague,  , 
Which      ^""^  carrying  away  the  booty  thereof  in  the  year 
camiotbe    Ï528,  docs   not  contradlft  what  I  fiy.     For  t ho' 
confuted  hy  the  duke  of  Guelder  gave  thofe  ot  Uirecht  affifbance 
the  incur-  againfl  their  bifiiop,  and  for  that  end  fent  his  ge- 
Martin      "^"^'^^'  ^'^'^''^^^^  '^'^^  Rojjem,  with  armed  men  intq. 
van  Rof-  ^'^^^  f^wH  ;  and  that  on  the  other  fide,  the  emperor 
fem,  and  Charles  afiifted  the  bifiiop  againfl  Utrecht  \  yet  was' 
thebootyhe  x^^^^Q  no  Open  war  bctv/een  Guelderland  and  Hol-\ 

iioïind    ^^^'^'  ^'■^^  ^^^  "-^^^^^^  ïo\xïA  it  good  to  begin  the  firft_>  ^ 
liofiility,  or  be  the  aggrefifor,  by  Martm  van  Rof^t 
fern,  and  to  caufe  1300  foldiers  oyt  of  that  garrifon- 
to  tail  liiddenly  into  Holland^  and  having  gotten  ^ 
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rich  booty  declired  war  againft  it.     So  that  the 
Guslderli7nddrs  were   then  to  be  accounted  to  have 
made  an  unexpected  treacherous  incurfion  upon  //<?/- 
land  from  that  bifhoprick,  when  Holland  had  but 
few  inhabitants,  and  was  weakned  by  the  Hoekfche 
and  Cabbeljeaiifche  faótions  j  nay  was  indeed  inde- 
fenlible  by  reafon  the  emperor  Charles  employed 
only  the  gentry  and  foldiery  of  Holland  in  his  Ila- 
liant  and  other  foreign  wars,     Befides  it  may  be 
faid,  and  not  without  reafon,  that  Alar  tin  van  RoJ- 
fem  did  this  by  the  privity  of  the  emperor  Charles 
the  fifth  earl  of  Holland^  or  the  connivance  of  Mar- 
^arel^  becaufe  the  llates  would  not  at  that  time  con- 
fent  to  iWt  money  (he  would  have  Holland  to  raifc :  ^ee  Meer 
for  the  faid  emperor,  or  his  governefs  Margaret^  Beck ////?. 
would  fend  no  foldiery  to  fupprefs  the  faid  Gudler-  i2m\. 
''anders^  nor  fuffcr  the  Hollanders  to  purfue  them.  Horun?; 
Befides,  Martin  van  Rojfern  did  not  the  lead  pre- /»•  M-o. 
jjudice  to  the  minifters  of  the  court,  nor  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  earldom. 

And  on  the  contrary  it  is  well  known,  that  all  Guelder- 
Guelderland,  except  the  city  o'ï  Zutphen,  and  the '*  id //>j 
diftrict  0Ï  Nimeguen,  lies  wholly  open  to  Holland  ^^^''f^^b 
'o  that  from  Lovejiein  one  might  plunder  the  whole  Holland. 
Bonimelerwaad^  yea  and  cut  down  its  banks ;   and 
it  would  be  the  fame  with  the  Ticlerwaad  and  Be- 
tu^joe^  and  that  quarter  of  the  Veluwe  muft  always 
;xpe(fl  incurfions,  and  plunderings  by  our  Iliipping. 
!So  that  this  war,  which  would  be  more  prejudicial 
:o  Guelder  land  than  Holland,  would  foon  be  ended  by 
I  firm  peace  on  both  fides,  while  they  continue  un- 
:ier  a  free  goverment,  and  while  the  refpeCtive  cities 
')f  Guelder  land,  cfyecvdWy  Nimeguen,  the  chief  of  that 
province,  do  now  find  the  fweetnefs  of  their  own  go- 
/ernment,  after  having  felt  the  weight  of  the  late  yoke 
Df  the  fl:adtholders,or  tbacofr'iptain-generals,and  muft 
igain  fuflfer  their  iegaliy  eleftf;?^  magiftrates  to  be  vio- 
lently turned  oucThereforc 'cis  to  be  believed  that  they 
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will  not  precipitately  eled:  a  tyrannical  head  over 
them. 
The  pro-  As  to  the  province  of  Utrecht,  it  is  well  known 
wince  of  that  it  lies  wliolly  open,  and  jetting  'mto  Holland ^ 
Utrecht  ^ind  fubfifts  purely  by  hufblindry^  and  in  that  it 
'defeJihh'  ^°""^^  upon  the  LHi  and  Zuyder-Sea,  feems  in 
fome  meafure  to  be  able  to  difturb  the  trade  ot 
Holland,  and  for  a  great  way  to  difturb  the  cham- 
pion country.  But  he  that  v/ill  take  notice  of  the 
great  ftréngth  of  Holland's  fhipping,  may  eafily 
conceive  that  the  Lek,  and  Zuyder-Sen,  lying  be- 
fore the  province,  might  be  made  ufelefs  to  them 
by  our  foldiers  ravaging  thofe  parts  by  their  fud- 
den  incuriions  and  (hipping.  And  that  Holhno. 
being  a  broken  country,  by  reafon  of  its  manv 
waters,  might  not  only  plunder  their  open  coun: 
much  more,  but  alfo  becaufe  it  runs  or  jets  fo  fu 
into  Hollandy  it  may  be  abfolutely  feiz'd  and  kep; 
by  them,  by  which  means  thofe  of  Utrecht  will  b(, 
deprived  of  their  beft  champion  country. 

Befides  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  all  the  cities 
of  that  province  are  wholly  undefenfible,  withoui 
any  appearance  that  they  fliall  ever  be  fortified ; 
for  Amersfort,  Reenen,  IVyk,  and  Montfort,  art 
'Aiidfo  not  only  unable  to  bear  the  charge  of  it  -,  and  the 
'vnllal-  ^jj-y  q'^  Utrecht  will  not  beftow  their  money  to  for- 
luays  con-  ^j^^  cities,  which  afterwards  will  have  lefs  depeii" 
dance  on  them  -,  nay  poffibly  they  might  injure 
that  undefenfible  city  the  fooner :  for  we  ought  tc 
know  that  that  long  fquare  inland  city  being  de- 
prived of  the  fea,  and  all  great  rivers,  will  be  evei 
chargeable  to  fortify  and  keep.  And  as  if  tHi; 
were  not  enough  to  bridle  that  great  city,  theii 
bifhops  of  old  fufFered  houfes  to  be  built  withdui 
the  gates;  whence 'came  thofe  four  very  greai 
fuburbs  upon  all  their  confiderable  avenues,  by 
which  their  fortifications  are  made  of  no  ufe.  Anc 
tho*  every  one  may  fee  that  this  is  the  ufual  polity 
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of  the  heads  of  a  republiek  to  weaken  cities  that 
are  too  ftrong  for  their  purpofe  ;  yet  afterwards 
when  men  have  the  good  luck  of  having  a  com- 
pleat  free  government,  it  continues  remedilefs.  And 
accordingly  I  fhall  conclude,  that  the  province  of /^.^,;;/^, 
Utrecbi  being  wholly  uadefjnfibie,  will  never  make  fermake 
war  againfl:  Holland.     And  feeing  it  is  the  intereil  ^(-w- ?//«-« 
of  Holland  ever  to  f^ek  after  peace,  and  that  all  ^'^^'^"«i 
fparks  of  war  fo  foon  as  they  arife  may  be  fuppreft  ^erleTi^ 
during  a  free  government :  and  feeing  the  mighty  berty  by 
city  0Ï  Utrecht  of  old,  in  the  time  of  its  epifcopal>'^^a/5'«erf 
government,    and   in    the   time  of  the  lafh  wars 
againft  the  king  of  Spain,    felt   more  than    any 
town  in  the  Netherlands,  the  manifold  tumults  and 
mifchiefs  caufed  by  their  bifliops  of  the  houfe  of 
Burgundy,    and   other  great  families,    and  after- 
wards by  the  ufurpation  of  the  captain  generals,  or 
ftadtholders,  over  their   lawful  government :  it  is 
xherefore  moft  unlikely  that  they  will  eafily  diffolve 
their  free  government  by  eledingiiach  a  ruler  over 
them. 

As  for  Zealand,  it  is  known  to  confift  in  very  If  the  t^ea 
fruitful    populous    iQands,    feparared    by  mighty  t^'«^^/ 
ftreams  of  the  fea  from  all  its  neighbours  ;  and  be-  y^"  ^ 
fides  it  hath  acquired  by  its  power,  divers  cities  ^^.^^^^^^ 
and  ftrong  places,  lying  on  the  land  of  the  gene-  i/je  frS 
ralities  in  Flanders  and  Brabant :   fo  that  the  lords  NohL\tbcn 
OÏ  Zealand  have  the  difpofal  of  the  commands,  and  "t^^'f^?^ 
changing  of  the  garilons  of  Lillo,    Liefkenjhoek,  iituatw/ 
Axel,    ter  Neufe^   and  Biervliet.     Infomuch  t\\Ai  hut  irterefi 
Zealand  feems  to  be  able  to  defend  itfelf  very  well  nlmoji  di- 
againft  all  its  neighbours  with  its  own  ftrength :  y'^Y^S^ 
bcfides  which,   the  two  good  havens  oïJVakheren, 
Flufhing  and  Veer,  lie  very  commodioufly  to  annoy 
-the  trade  of  Holland  to  the  weftward  with  their 
men  of  war. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  alfo  true,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Middlehurgh  and  Flujhing  drive  a  great 
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Hoixje-ver  trade  by  Tea  ;  and  that  thofe  of  Zierkkzee  and  Feer 
do  fubfill  mod  hv  their  fifhing  •,  all  which'  would 
be  immediately  ruined  by  the  great  naval  power  of 
Holland^  which  would  be.  far  more  confiderable 
againft  them^  than  their  Hiips  of  war  againft  us. 
And  it  is  as  certain,  that  the  traiBck  of  Zealand 
will  produce  them  greater  and  more  certain  profit 
than  any  privateering  at  fea  can  do.  Moreover, 
Holland  hath  by  Bommene  fure  footing  on  Schou- 
weti.^  whereby  they  might  ruin  all  the  rich  hufban- 
dry  of  that  ifland.  Goes  would  at  lead  have  no 
benefit  by  diat  war,  and  is  not  able  to  refill  the 
naval  power  of  Holland  in  cafe  they  came  to  plun- 
der it,  or  to  burn  their  harvelf.  And  on  the  other 
fide,  the  'Zealand  iuancis  have  not  ftrength  of  (hip- 
ping fufficient  to  land  and  plunder  Holland:  where- 
fore I  conceive  that  under  their  free  government, 
every  one  woukl  be  ready  to  cry  out,  in  a  cafe  of 
a  war,  nulla  falus  hdlo^  peace  is  beft  for  both 
parties. 

But  feme  may  perhaps  fxy,  that  the  prince  of 
.means  of  a  Orange  might,  by  means  of  the  cities  of  Flujhing 
^l^/r^  and  Veer^  and  poiiibly  hereafter,  by  being  the  chief 
lord,  and  giving  his  vote  firil,  in  name  of  all  the 
gentry  in  all  the  aircmblies  of  the  ftates,  and  in  ali 
colleges  of  the  provincial  government,  having  the 
firft  and  the  tv/o  laft  voices  :  fo  that  having  three 
of  the  feven,  he  muft  be  thought  fufficient  to  over- 
rule that  whole  province  •,  and  therefore  the  wel- 
Tho"  come  fare  or  adveriity  of  the  people  of  that  province, 
Ww/^czü/// whether  in  peace  or  war,   will  not  come  fo  much' 
ca?i     P'    ^'^^°  confideration   as   the    intcreft  of  fome   court 
y^^^/ 2 J.  fycophants,    and   of  fuch  a   powerful  lord,    who 
land'jyJrr^  having  fo  great  a  ftroke  in   the  government  of 
Zealand^  would  be  able  to  carry  on  very  mifchicr 
vous  refolutions.  I  fliall  not  need  anfvver  any  thing 
to  this,  fave  that  from  what  has  been  fald  already 
it  appears,   that  Zealand  would  not  really   have 
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tnore,  but  much  lefs  power  by  fuch  a  fupreme  go- 
vernor, than  by  a  free  republican  government; 
and  that  accordingly  it  would  loon  appear,  Vana 
fine  virihus  ira,  that  Zealand  could  not  repel  the 
power  of  Holland,  but  Holland  could  very  well 
tepel  the  power  of  Zealand. 

As  to  the  conquered  lands  in  Flanders^   and  And  the 
about  the  Rhine  and  the  Maefe,   it   is  evident,  (°n<iuered 
that  they  are  fo  far  diftant  from  Holland,  and  fo  '''''[^''"^ 

J-    •  J    J     '  ^  on  the ge- 

divided  trom  one  another,  that  they  cannot  hurt  neralitys 
Holland.     But  Holland  is  much  concerned  in  ikizf^idy  are 
conquered    cities    of   Brabant,    which    are   yj^x-^  ^efs  able  to 
ftrong  :  and  altho*  Holland  hath  born  moü  of  all  ^j^^T'* 
the  charges  to  fubdue  and  fortify  them,  yet  during  Holland, 
the  former  government  of  the  captain-generals  or 
ftadtholders,  they  would  and  could  keep  Holland 
fo  low,  that  this  province  which  bears  moft  of 
the  charges  of  the  common  union,   was  not  al- 
lowed in  any  one  place  of  the  generality  any  fe- 
parate  power  5  whereas  neverthelefs  thofe  provin- 
ces that  contribute  fo  little  in  refpedl  of  Holland^ 
as  Zealand  and  Friejland  do,  have  fo  many  forti- 
fied places  belonging  to  the  generality,  to  difpoie 
of  feparately,  and   whereof  the  other  allies  have 
no  power  to  take  cognizance.     But  God  be  praifed 
that  our  frontiers  are  fo  well  fortified  againlt  Bra- 
bant, that  they  cannot  be  taken  by  the  towns  of 
the  generality  any  otherwife  than  by  treachery  : 
and  befides  we  are  fo  well  divided  and  feparated 
from  Brabant  by  the  Maefe,  Biesbos,  and  arms  of 
the  fea,  that  we  need  fear   no  enemy  that  way, 
altho*  thofe  cities  fhould  rebtl,  yea  revolt  to  xhtSothat 
king  of  Spain.     So  that  by  what  has  been  faid  it  Holland 
'appears,  that  Holland  alone  is  well  able  to  ftand  "/^^^  '" 
■  againft  all  its  neighbours.  gainjithm 
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CHAP.'  XIV. 

'That  Holland,  thd  Jhe  don't  fortify  her  cities^ 
if  JJje  keep  united  ninth  Utrecht  o/z/y,  is 
able  to  defend  herjelf  againfi  all  the  mighty 
potentates  of  the  n.vorId. 

H  Hand  XJ  ^  ^  ^"'^  fuppofing  the  very  worfi:  that 
njoith  U-  Jl3  could  happen,  viz.  that  the  rulers  of  the 
trecht,öi^/^  grt^at  cities  of  Holland  negleél  to  put  their  cities 
tofecu*-eit-  j^j-q  ^  fufncietit  ftate  of  defence  •,  and  that  the  ftates 
Mf^jJ^^'lf  0Ï  Holland  do  not  fortify  the  other  lefler  cities  of 
thaTcan  ^^olland  OX  their  avenues.  And  moreover  I  will , 
happe7iy  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  rulers  of  the  refpec- 
,  ,  _  tive  provinces  of  Guelderland,  Zealand^  Friejland^ 
iro^inces  Over-Tjfel  and  Groningen^  fhall  be  fo  improvident 
jhouldekst  and  ill-minded,  as  to  chule  one  and  the  lame  per- 
one  head,  fon  to  be  ftadtholder,  and  captain-general  of  their 
andhanje  j-,^.pub]}cks  'j  and  that  the  deputies  of  the  generality 
joreigjijor-  ^  jj  j,Qj^^}3jj^g  ^\^\^  f}-,^j-  ^^^i^^  j-q  make  him  lord 

/"êS  to  iOlTt 

«ry///;' //;'fOT  paramount  of  the  faid  republicks.  And  I  will 
gigahji  us.  alfo  fuppofe  that  his  blind  ambition  fhall  be  as 
great  as  that  of  Lewis  Sforza  ;  who  to  preferve 
the  ufurped  dukedom  of  Milan  againft  the  weak 
king  0Ï Naples.,  who  pretended  a  right  to  it,  in-, 
vited  the  powerful  king  of  France  to  make  war 
againft  Naples  ;  who,  as  ftrong  auxiliaries  ufually 
do,  firft  fwallowed  up  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
and  afterwards  the  dukedom  of  Milan.  So  that  I 
ihall  now  fuppofe  as  certain,  that  fuch  a  ruler  of 
the  other  United  Provinces.,  with  fome  viftorious 
French  and  Swedijh  forces,  or  any  others  joining 
with  them,  may  endeavour  on  the  fudden  to  bring 
into  the  heart  oï  Holland  a  mighty  army  to  fubdue 
it,  and  divide  it  among  them  :  fuppofing  I  fay  all 
this,  yet  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  Holland 
making  due  provifion  beforehand,  IhalJ  be  able  to 
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fubfift  againft  all  thofe  forces,  as  foon  as  the  inha- 
bitants fhall  be  brought  to  a  fufficient  uniform 
fenfe  of  the  matter,  and  that  both  rulers  and  fub- 
je<5ls  make  ufe  of  their  unanimous  care  and  ftrength 
to  repel  all  foreign  hoftilities  ;  otherwife  it  is  cer- 
tain that  no  country  in  the  world  being  divided 
and  rent  afunder  can  long  fubfift. 

But  feeing  that  upon  fuch  an  accident  there  Tet  tue 
would  follow  innumerable  alterations  among  the  ^"«^'^  ^^ 
other  potentates  of  Europe,  and  thofe  changes  I  ^^j^  j'*''^- 
fiiould  be  obliged  to  guefs  at,  which  would  be  of^'^^/^^^ 
great  difficulty,  and  not  fuitable  to  my  purpofe  of 
making  obfervations  upon  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Holland',  I  fhall  ,  that  I  may  not  mifs  nly  aim, 
and  to  clear  myfelf  of  that  trouble,  fiy  briefly, 
that  the  two  provinces,  viz.  Holland  and  Utrecht^ 
might  in  a  little  time,  by  making  a  graft,  trench 
or  channel,  from  the  Zuyder-Sea  into  the  Lek^ 
order  it  fo  by  fluices,  that  the  country  may  all  be 
overflowed  at  pleafure :  this  might  be  done  with 
little  charge,  and  yet  be  fo  ftrong  a  defence  againft 
any  force,  that  humanly  fpeaking,  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  fubdue  it  by  any  outward  power. 
This  pofition  is  ftrengthned  by  die  judgment  of 
Williava  the  elder  prince  of  Orange,  who,  as  I 
have  either  read  or  heard,  was  ever  of  that  fenti- 
ment,  and  had  fchemes  of  it  trade  by  the  beft  in- 
gineers  of  that  age. 

They  that  are  fkilPd  in  thefe  affairs,  v/ill  find  it  viz,  i>y 
praóbicable   in   the  following  manner,   viz.  If  a  making  a 
fummer  were  fpent  to  furround  Holland  with  fuch^'"'?/^» 
a  graft  or  channel,  beginning  at  the  Zuyder-fea,  ]^"  ^^  ,^  ^_ 
between   Muyden  and  Muiderberg,  running  from  j>,.  j^j  ,,;. 
thence  fouth  to  the  Hindcrdam,  from  thence  to  the  evincible  bj 
eaft  fide  of  the  Vecht  through  the  Overmeerfe  Pol-  ^»"^- 
der  to  the  Overmeer ;  from  thence  within  the  eaft 
'  or  weft  fide  of  the  Vecht,  about  a  hundred  or  more 
rods  from  the  fame,  or  clofe  by  it  along  to  the  fit- 
U  2  teft 
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teft  place ;  and  in  that  manner  following  the  Fecht 
to  the  city  of  Utrecht,  and  to  run  eafl  about  the 
city,  and  inclofe  it  in  the  line  ;  from  thence  along 
the  new  Faert  unto  Freefwyck,  digging  through- 
out a  graft  ten  rods  wide  j  and  the  walls,  bul- 
works  and  proper  flankings  taking  up  one  place 
with  another  the  like  breadth  of  ten  rods :  fuch 
walls  and  grafts  would  certainly  be  invincible  in  fo 
populous  a  country  againft  all  the  potentates  ot 
world.  And  fuppofing  it  might  be  taken  by  ap- 
proaches, yet  would  the  whole  land  be  entirely 
open  behind,  that  in  the  mean  while  new  intrench- 
ments  might  be  made.  Yea  moreover,  fuppofing 
that  were  not  done,  what  army  in  the  world  would 
dare  to  force  a  breach,  where  a  whole  army 
of  the  enemy  fhould  be  ready  on  the  infide  to  re- 
fill the  dormers,  as  would  here  be  the  cafe  ? 

And  if  any  object,  that  this  graft  is  either  nos 
pradicable,  or  too  chargeable ;  I  iTiall  add,  that 
this  line  would  take  up  twelve  thoufand  Rhynlan- 
dijij  rods,  which  would  enquire  400  morgens  or 
Dutch  acres  of  land  ;  this  being  valued  at  700 
guilders  each,  it  would  amount  to  guilders  280000 
The  digging  of  every  rod  of  this  graft,! 
with  the  forming  of  the  wall  and  / 
Andro^ould     flanking,  100  guilders  each,  which  f    ^^ooooo 

coft  but  in  all  would  coll  no  more  than J 

1 600003  To  thofe  concerned,  and  for  extraor-  7 

guilders.        binary  charges \      ^ 2°°°® 


Total  - ■ ■  1 600000 

But  the  faid  graft  might  likewife  be  digged  after 
the  following  manner,  which  would  be  lefs  charge* 
able,  and  would  bell  fuit  with  the  unfortifiable  pare 
of  the  province  oï  Utrecht  ;  namely  beginning  at 
the  Ziiyder-fea  along,  or  within  the  weft-fide  of  the 
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Eem^  and  to  the  eaftward  of  the  city  oï  Amersford  -,  ^fter  an- 
paffino;  there  over  the  Eem^  and  to  the  eaftward  oi^t^'^r  man- 
the  city  of  Amersferd,   to  comprehend  it  in   the  ^^^^^ 
line;  and  thence  forward  fouth  to  the  firteft  place  1400000 
over  Woudenburg^  along  unto  the  Lek^  about  and  ^a//^f/-j. 
to  the  eaftward  of  ÏVyk  to  Duurjleede,  for  the  ta- 
king of  that  city  likewife  in  -,  which  line  would 
be  in  length  eleven  thoufand  Rhynlandifj  rods. 

The  graft  and  the  walls,  taking  them  of  the 
(iime  breadth  as  before,  and  they  taking  up  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  morgens  at  500  guilders 
each,  amount  unto  guilders 180000 

The  digging  of  the  graft,  at  100^ 

guilders  the  rod,  for  eleven  thou-  /    1 1 00000 
fand  rods,  .  3 

For  extraordinary  charges, 120000 

1400000 

If  the  firft  way  be  taken,  then  the  Lek  between 
Vreefwyk  and  Honduoyk,  is  to  be  kept  with  re- 
doubts to  the  length  of  about  twelve  hundred  rods. 
If  the  lècond  way  be  taken,  the  Lsk  would  then 
be  to  be  kept  between  JVyk  to  Biiurjlede  and  Hond- 
ivyk,  the  length  of  about  four  hundred  rods. 

Moreover,  when  it  were  needful  for  fecuring 
the  land  of  Gorcum^   Vianen,  and  the  AlhlaJJer-  ^T^vould 
waard,  there  may  be  digged  another  fuch  WkeJ^/^^"^"/' 
graft  and  wall  from  the  Lek  about  Hondwyk,  ^o-^^J/f°t^ 
the  wall  about  Loveftein,  and  that  over  Akkoy  along  tijicatwns 
^the    borders    of  Holland :    which    line  would    be  470000 
about   fix  and   thirty   hundred  Rhynlandiflj   rods,  ^«'^'^^'■^» 
land  by  confequence  there  would  be  taken  up  one'"''^  '^'^'^'' 
•hundred  and  twenty  morgens  of  land,  each  valued 
at  500  guilders,  is •    ■■    ■. 60000 

The  graft  and  wall  as  above  •  360000 

i     Extraordinary  charges »   .    . .    50000 

470000 
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Andlapy  From  L.GVzjle.in  to  the  city  of  Heiifden,  the 
430000  Mnefe  would  be  ferviceable  for  the  prefervation  of 
^bevaid  ^'^  ^'^'^^  oï  Allena^  which  fhould  be  provided  with 
onceforall.  redoubts  the  length  of  about  4000  rods. 

From  the  city  of  Heufdsn  along  and  by  the  old 
Maefe  to  \m\t  Wafptk^  lying  ^^  the  Biesbos^  for 
prefervation  of  the  land  of  Altena^  the  making  of 
a  graft  and  wall  as  above,  and  being  about  three 
thoufand  rods,  it  would  require  about  one  hundred 
morgens  of  land,  each  reckoned  at  500  guilders 

amounts  to  ■  —  - — 50000 

Digging  of  tiie  graft,  and  forming  of^ 

the  wall  at  100  guilders  the  rod  as  >   30000Q 

above,  is ■  3 

Extraordinary  charges  as  above,- ^     80000 

430000 

All  nvhich      This  in  all  would  amount  to  two  millions,  and 

ivouldbe    five  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  in  cafe  it  was  be- 

fixfh'part  g^"  about  the  Vecht  •,  and  if  it  were  begun  about 

oftheyear-  the  EcM^   two  milHons   three  hundred    thoufand 

/;;  ^<?//z^«ij  guilders,  befides  the  fortifications  which  might  be 

S!/X"T  raifed  along  the  Lek  and  the  old  Maefe. 

"ori6zq.       ^^'^  ^'^'^^  beobferved,  that  the  money  which  the 

council  of  ftate  yearly  demanded  in  the  time  of 

prince  Henry  of  Orange^  did  oft-times  amount  to 

more  than  fixteen  millions  •,  and  that  the  fame  for 

the  year  1620,  when  the  Bofch  was  taken,  came  to 

twenty-one  millions,  and  feven  hundred  eighty-two 

Andthtn    thoudmd  two  hundred  fixty-eight   guilders,    you 

there        ^jij  j-j^gp,  clcai'ly   fee  that   thole  campaigns  and 

/7^  h     ^^^ê^^  '"  ^'^'^  otFenfive  war,  even  when  they  fuc- 

hpthy       ceeded  bcil,  and  we  made  bonfires  for  joy,  coft 

garifons     the  provincc  of  Holland  -aIouq^  omitting  the  other 

than  Bol-  United  Provinces^   four  or  five  times  more  than 

uke,Ber-  ^^^^^j^  ^  pTdA  would  amount  unto  -,  befides  that  the 

gen,  and    y.   r  ■•  r,    ■  n    i  -i-  -  •  r 

Breda Kow  ^^/^^  or  hoi/kduc^    wjth  Its  circumjacent  torts,. 
require,  Brcda, 
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Breda^  Bcrgen-op-zoom,  and  Steenbergen^  with 
their  outworks  and  adjacent  forts,  do  make  toge- 
ther a  hv  greater  line,  v;hich  either  in  peace  or 
war  will  coft  abundantly  more:  and  it  is  evident, 
that  many  of  the  honeft  Hollanders  have  been  made 
to  beHeve,  that  fuch  conquefts  have  been  very  ad- 
vantageous, if  not  neceffary.  So  that  it  feems  ro 
me  that  fuch  a  graft  and  walls,  which  will  lall 
Holland  and  the  province  of  Utrecht  for  ever,  and 
fufficiently  free  the  country  from  further  charge, 
will  be  found  exceeding  more  profitable  for  thefe 
two  republicks,  when  it  is  effected. 

Laftly,  it  may  be  objeded,  that  it  is  here  taken 
for  granted,  that  the  province,  or  at  leafb  the  city  P?^^^',  r 
of  Utrecht^  ought  always  to  join  with  Holland ;  /J^^'J'^^  ^ 
whereas  it  may  happen,  that  that  city  may  join  Holland's 
with  the  enemy  to  ruin  Holland.     I  acknowledge,  imerejl 
if  the  sky  fall  ive  jhould  catch  flor  e  of  larks,  becaufe  ^°^^  ^yJ^^ 
all  thofe  things  are  poiïible,  but  it  would  be  a  great  ^^J'l^, 
wonder  if  all  thofe  things  fhould  happen  :  at  lead  ^jernnmt, 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  city  of  Utrecht  enjoying  a 
free  government  v/ill  ever  make  war  againft  Hol~ 
land,  becaufe  the  intereits  of  thefe  two  republicks 
are  perpetually  link'd  together,  and  the  province  of 
IJtrecbt  has  of  old  been,  and  is  at  this  day,  the 
mod  faithful  ally  to  Holland,  as  lately  appeared  by 
their  readily  bringing  in  their  quota  agreed  on  for 
carrying  on  the  lafl:  war  againft  England^  as  alfo 
in  mortifying  the  ftadtholderfhip. 

And  befides  that  great  city  hath  of  old  ïouné  Jnd  by 
the  government  of  a  fingle  perfon  fo  uneafy,  that  ^'•■■'''^'^.'^'^" 
it  hath  always  been  oï  Hock's  faftion,  and  endea- ^"'''•'^''V 

J  I  r  r  ba'vmg  of 

voured  more  than  any  other  after  a  free  govern-  ddrwithe 
ment,  being   neither  able  nor  willing  to  fubmityéw^/or- 
their  necks  to  the  bifhops,  lords  or  ftadtholders  ^^^^  '^'''^-^ 
yoke.     And  it  is  obfervable,  that  for  that  very  "^' 
reafon  the   inhabitants  have  gotten  the  name  of 
mutineers.     For  thofe  that  eat  cherries  in  common 

U  4  wi'i'* 
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with  great  fpiritual  or  temporal  lords  or  princes, 
muft  lutfer  them  to  chufe  the  faireft,  and  yet  be 
pelted  with  the  ftones  •,  or  if  they  oppofe  it,  they 
will  be  forthwith  excommunicated  for  hereticks, 
and  punifhed  as  feditious  fellows. 

Laftly,  the  province  is  in  itfelf  very  weak,  by 
its  inland  fituation  j  and  continues  ftill  unfortified 
as  well  as  Holland,  by  reafon  of  the  maxims  of  the 
lords  ftadtholders  and  captain-generals  ;  fo  that 
there  is  nothing  more  to  be  wifh'd  for  by  them^ 
than  their  maintaining  a  free  government,  and 
ere»5ting  fuch  fortilications.  And  feeing  experience 
and  a  well-known  political  maxim  teacheth  us, 
^hat  there  is  no  fiat  e  in  this  world  fo  fecure,  that 
has  nothing  left  mfecure  ;  I  have  already  given  fa 
many  reafons  and  inflances  to  prove  that  the  re- 
publiek of  Holland  can  fubfift  of  itfelf  againfl  all 
its  neighbours,  and  that  it  is  a  hard  matter  to 
name  any  other  flate  in  the  world  of  which  the  like 
may  be  faid  with  more  certainty :  but  if  the  reader 
hath  any  doubt  remaining,  I  (hall  endeavour  \n  the 
«ext  chapter  to  clear  it, 

CHAP.     XV. 

That  every  great  city  in  Holland,  ivhether  it 
be  well  or  ill  fortified,  is  able  to  defend  it- 
felf againfi  all  force  fro7n  without, 

I  Shall  now  endeavour  to  fliew  that  each  great 
city  in  Holland  is  able,  no  lefs  than  other  re^, 
^"h  \\*^  a  Publieks  confiding  of  one  city,  to  ftand  againft  all 
canfubftji  ^^^  potehtates  in  the  world.     To  which  end  this 
f>fitj'elj\     rule  of  politicians  and  engineers  comes  into  my 
mind,  that  all  great  cities  that  can  abide  a  fiege 
of  a  whole  feafon,  muft  be  counted  invincible ; 
becaufe,  tho'  all  things  fucceed  well  with  the  be- 
fiegers,  they  can  in  no  wife  compenfate  the  char- 
ges 
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ges  of  the  fiege  s  and  that  that  power  and  expence 
might  with  much  more  benefit  und  certainty  be 
applied  againft  cities  which  are  not  fo  ftrong  nor 
lb  well  fortified. 

Befides  which,  for  the  taking  fuch  a  city  a  very  ^ecaufeit- 
great  force  of  men  and  money  is  required,  which  is  able  to 
is  feldom  found  among  monarchs,  becaufe  qï  \)a't\x  Jland out  a 
living  fo  magnificently,  and  that  the  treafurers  oï'^^'"^^^^^ 
kings  and  princes  confume  all  their  revenues-,  and-''^'^^* 
we  feldom  find  fuch  republicks  fo  foolifh  (unlefs 
they  are  ridden  by  fome  tyrant)  to  make  fuch  de- 
trimental conquefts.     For  an  incredibly  great  army 
is  neceffary  to  furround  fo  great  a  city  j  and  while 
one  fide  of  it  is  attack'd  with  a  great  ftrength,  thofe 
on  the  other  fide  may  make  luch  terrible  fallies, 
that  the  enemy  fhall  not  be  able  to  keep  any  watch 
in  the  approaches  or  redoubts,    fo  that  thereby 
whole  armies  may  be  ruined. 

And  laftly,  tho'  all  things  fucceed  well  with  ttiQ  fn  <w/:>ft& 
befiegers,  it  is  certain  that  fcaling  of  walls  caufeth  time  the 
great  deftruólion  among  the  aiTailants,  becaufe  the  "^  ^/^-''i  j 
befieged,  with  the  great  military  power  which  they  ort/Jfi^ze 
have  in  readinefs  in  the  places  of  arms,  or  about  ;•«//?</. 
the  breaches,  as  a  referve,  may  eafily  beat  back 
the  aflfailants :  therefore  fuch  places  are  ufually  ta- 
ken by   famine ;  and  feeing  the  befiegers  cannot 
without  difficulty  cail  up  lines  of  circumvallation, 
or  intrench  a  city,  and  yet  with  more  difficulty 
intrench  themfelves  well  in  fo  great  a  compafs  of 
ground,  as  to  be  able  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
a  great  and  populous  city,    and  to  fupply  their 
own  army  with  all  the  neceflaries  requifice  for  the 
famifliing  of  the  city :  we  therefore  fee  tor  the 
moft  part,  that  thofe  obftinate  befiegers  do  melt 
and  confume.  away,  and  their  great  armies  come 
to  nothing.     And  moreover  the  neighbouring  po- 
tentates are  commonly  very  jealous,  hodie  tibi^  eras 
mikiy  of  fuch  formidable  growing  conquerors ;  fo 

that 
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that  in  time  fuccours  happen  to  come  from  whence 

it  is  not  look'd   for,    according  to  the  proverb, 

JVhich  is    time  gained^  much  gained ;  and  in  truth,  the  Hfe 

framed  by  of  all  men  depends  upon  thefe  political  maxims, 

exa^npks..  j-j^j^^-  ^q  ^.^^  ^vill  ruin  himfelf  to  undo  another  :  fo 

that  the  contrary  hereof  is  neither  to  be  credited 

nor  pradifed  in  the  great  cities  of  Holland^  fo  as 

to  make  them  continue  in  a  defencelefs  pofture. 

For  befides  all  the  reafons  abovementioned,  this 
political  rule  is  edablifhed  by  experience,  that  all 
great  cities  that  can  hold  out  the  fiege  of  a  whole 
feafon,  ought  to  be  confidered  to  h^  able  to  fubfift 
for  ever,  feeing  at  this  day  many  republicks,  con- 
fifcing  of  no  more  th?m  one  city,  have  maintained 
themfelves  fome  hundreds  of  years  againft  all  their 
enemies,  altho"  many  amongft  them  are  but  mean- 
ly fortified,  and  others  tho*  Itronger  are  but  fmall. 
And  moreover  among  the  faid  republicks,  con- 
fiding but  of  one  city,  there  are  feveral  republicks, 
v.^herein  there  are  neither  great  nor  fortified  cities, 
and  yet  by  their  own  government,  the  jealoufy  of 
their  neighbours,  and  other  circumftances,  or  hu- 
man accidents,  have  ftood  very  long.  We  are 
indeed  ftrong  when  we  dare  be  our  own  mailers, 
and  when  the  inhabitants  begin  to  know  the  metal 
or  ftrength  of  a  people  that  will  fight  for  their 
freedom,  and  when  the  people  of  a  republiek  un- 
derltand  aright  the  weaknefs  and  mutablenefs  of  3. 
monarchical  war,  and  that  the  republicks  do  often- 
times ruin  the  great  armies  of  monarchs  by  good 
fortifications  and  orders  ;  or  can  quietly  fit  down, 
and  be  fpedators  of  the  great  defolations,  and  rui- 
nous revolutions  which  monarchs  do  continually 
caufe  among  themfelves  by  their  field  battels. 

Moreover,  fuppofing  the  great  cities  of  Holland 
were  fo  improvident,  as  that  during  their  free  go- 
vernment they  fhould  neglecft  the  ftrengthening 
themfelves  with  good  forcincations,  gates,  walls, 

and 
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and  grafts,  but  took  care  only  to  furnifh  themfelves  7bó'  the 
fufficiently  with  good  arms  for  their  inhabitants,  ^''^^'^'W 
and  to  cxercife  them  thoroughly,  thole  cities  might  /^J^'-^^' 
fubfift  very  well  againil  all  foreign  power;  and  ,;^^^^J -^^^ 
according  to  the  political  maxim  which  teacheth  reftjifo- 
us,  that  all  populous  cities  which  can  raife  an  army  ^'^'gnfor- 
out  of  their  own  inhabitants,  cannot  be  either  be-^^^* 
fieged  or  conquered  -,    becaulè  a  difperfed  army 
without  fiielter,  muft  needs  give  way  to  one  within 
that  is  united  and  fheltcred  by  a  city.     Vis  unita 
fortior  difperfd,  an  united  force  is  ftronger  than  a 
fcatter'd  one. 

All  that  hath  been  faid,  whether  of  fortified  or  ^// <ru;5;Vi 
unfortified  populous  cities,  that  provide  their  inha-  appears  by 
bicants  with  arms  fufficicnt,  and  train  them  up  in  ^x«w//ifj, 
the  ufe  of  them,   is  ftrengthened  by  experience ; 
and  we  fball  fay,  that  lately,  during  that  great  de- 
vaftation  of  countries  and  cities  of  the  great  and 
potent  eleflors  and  princes  of  the  empire,  all  the 
free  imperial  cities  have  very  well  fecur'd  them- 
felves, as  Francfort^  Strasburg^  Vim,  Nuremburg^  Ofthefret 
B'1'ejl.azv^  Luheck,  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Cologn,  &c.  ^^Pf^^^ 
againil  the  emperor,   Spain,  France,  &c.   except  q^^J^. 
poor  innocent  Straelfond,  which  tho'  really  impreg-  ny. 
nable,  yet  ierrore  pannico,  dreading  the  imperial 
vidlorious  arms,  took  in  a  Swedijh  garifon  for  its 
defence,  but  in  truth  leap'd  from  the  fmoak  into 
the  fire,  and  fo  loft  her  dear  liberty.     Thus  have 
thofe  inconfiderable,  or  fmall  Switzer  republicks 
and  cities,  viz.  Zurich,  Bern^  Bazil,  Schaffhuifen,  ne  Cati- 
Friburgh,  Lucerne,  Sololhurn,  St.  Gal,  &c.    pre-  tons  0/ 
ferved  themfelves  fome  hundreds  of  years  fuccef-  ^^itzer- 
fively  againft  Aujlria,  Spain,  France,  Savoy,  and 
Burgundy  ;  yea,  even  little  Geneva  hath  done  the 
like. 

Thus  that  fmall  city  of  Ragoufa  fubfifted  very  Rnaouf^ 
well  againft   the  great  Turk,  Aujlria  and  Venice, 
wliich  i§  not  above  2000  paces  in  circumference, 

and 
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knd  in  its  greateft  profperity  could  not  be  inhabited 
by  more  than  ten  thoufand  fouls,  men,  women, 
Lucca.  and  children.  Thus  fubfifts  little  Lucca^  which 
hath  not  above  twenty-four  thoufand  fouls  in  it  5^ 
yet  by  its  republican  government,  and  good  forti- 
fications, keeps  its  ground  againft  the  Pope  and 
Genoa,  and  the  duke  of  Tufcdny,  and  the  king  of 
Spain  as  duke  oï  Milan. 

It  is  not  ftrange  to  fee  fuch  incredible  fruits  of  a 
free  government :  becaufe  for  a  man  to  be  his  own 
mailer,  and  confequently  to  feed,  clothe,  arm  and 
.  defend  his  own  body,  which  he  always  unfeigned- 
ly  loves,  and  will  provide  for  and  defend  to  the 
utmoft,  is  certainly  an  incomparable,  if  not  an  in- 
finite advantage  above  flavery,  where  a  fingle  per- 
fon  hath  the  charge,  takes  care  of  or  negleéts  other 
mens  lives,  healths,  and  fafeties,  according  to  his 
own  will  and  pleafure. 
f  he  cities       And  if  this  be  true,  as  it  certainly  appears  to 
p/^Holland  be,  we  ought  in  my  judgment  to  efteem  that  not 
yirnT  °"^y  ^^^  °^^  %rt:it  cities  of  Holland  which  are  fitu- 
thofefore-  ^^^^  °"  havens  and  great  rivers,  are  impregnable, 
named.      yea  not  to  be  befieged  or  approach'd  to,  if  once 
they  can  put  themfelves  into  a  ftate  of  good  de* 
fence,  and  convince  their  inhabitants,    that  their 
own  ftrength  is  fufficient  to  repel  all  foreign  force : 
But  methinks  it  is  alfo  confequently  true,  that  all 
our  great  inland  cities,  as  Harlem,   'Delft,   Leyden, 
Alkmaer,  &c.  are  fufficiently  able  to  defend  them- 
felves againft  all  force  from  without,  under  a  free 
VJd.         government,  in  cafe  they  negle6t  not  to  provide 
Strad.1.7.  themfelves  with  all  neceflaries  accordina;  to  their 
^b-^f^^  power.  "^ 

example  of  ^-j,,.  ,         ,.„.       ,        rr      i       t- 

Harltm  And  tno  it  may  be  objected,  that  Harlem  being 
take»  in  formerly  befieged  a  whole  winter  by  the  Spaniard^ 
^S7Z- h  was  yet  taken  at  laft.  I  anfwer,  th^t  Don  Fr ede- 
*  -^  f^l  .1  ^^<^^>  who  commanded  there  in  chief,  repented  oft 
not  centra-  "^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  began  that  iiege  j  and  he  himfeJf  was 
dia.        »  for 


C^:!i.^.  I  ^.  to  rejïjl  all  foreign  Poiiöer.  5oï 

for  abandoning  ir,  and  would  fo  have  done,  had  it 
not  been  for  that  obftinate  and  impolitick  duke  of 
Alva's  Ton,  who  wrote  him  contumelious  and  re- 
fleding  letters  about  it,  and  thereby  confipelled  him 
to  continue  that  liege.     And  befides  it  is  notorious, 
that  fome  fuch  imprudent  fieges,  as  that  oï  Alkmaer^ 
Leydeti  and  Zierickzee^  did  occafion.  the  breaking 
of  the  Spanifh  power,  and  the  mutinies  of  the  fol- 
diers  at  that  time,  as  it  did  afterwards  to  arch-duke 
Albert  when  he  befieged  other  cities.     And  more- 
over, Haerlem  at  that  time  had  not  half  the  ftrength 
and  number  of  men  as  it  has  now  -,  for  being  newl/ 
revolted  from  its  mighty  prince  the  king  of  Spam, 
and  the  Romijh  religion  at  once,  it  muft  neceffarily, 
by  reafon  of  that  new  government  and  religion,  and 
efpecialJy  by  treating  the  Spanijlj  and  Romiflj  inha- 
bitants too  hardly  and  reproachfully,  have  been  at 
that  time  much  divided  and  weakned,  and  not  well 
able  to  bridle  thofe  difcontented  inhabitants.  And  yet 
with  that  divided  force,  and  their  weak  walls,  they 
were  able  to  keep  off  the  army  of  their  old  fovereign 
a  long  time.     So  that  this  example  of  Harlem  feems  Secaupe 
rather  to  flrengthen  than  weaken  the  faid  maxim,  earr/zw 
that  all  the  great  Holland  cities  continuing  in  a  free  ha^vegreat 
ftate,  that  are  able  to  form  a  well-armed  and  difci-  "'^^'"^^- 
plined  army  out  of  their  own  inhabitants,  are  im-  ^"1^^ others ' 
pregnable.     And  we  lie  in  fo  cold  a  climate,  that  therefore  ^ 
it  is  impoiTible,  unlefs  the  cnemydefigntoconfume  '-^«^  max- 
a  whole  army,  to  hold  out  a  winter's  fiege.     Be-  ""  ^^^ 
fides,  thofe  cities  lie  not  above  a  league  and  a  half    '"''^^'^' 
from  the  fea  on  low  and  plain  lands,  which  for  the 
moll  part  may  be  put  under  water  in  the  winter : 
ib  that  they  have  naturally  and  of  themfelves  great 
advantages,  and  befides  might  eafily  be  fortified  ; 
and  men  to  defend  fuch  fortifications  are  eafy  to  be 
found  here  from  our  own  inhabitants,  and  thofe  of 
neighbouring  countries.     Thefe  are  natural  advan- 
tages, which  are  not  to  be  acquired  by  art  or  money ; 
J^  but 
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but  all  other  neceflarics  depend  on  the  provident 
care  of  the  rulers,  who  I  conceive  ought  ever  to  be 
employed  about  that  work  during  their  free  go- 
vernment, without  further  lofs  of  time  j  for  (chi  a 
tempo^  non  afpetti  tempo)  he  that  has  time,  and  does 
not  improve  it,  ihall  never  be  wealthy.     If  here- 
after a  ftadtholder  or  captain-general  be  obtruded 
upon  them,  and  they  would  then  poffibly  make  it 
their  bufinefs  to  fortify  themfelves,  they  might  have 
caufe  to  fear  his  difpleafure  for  it. 
So  that  the      For  in  the  firft  place,  the  fuburbs  of  cities  in 
i-ulers        times  of  peace  having  all  the  privileges  of  cities, 
ought  not    and  paying  no  taxes,  are  like  wens  in  the  body, 
^fubuibs      wh^^^  attrad   much  nourifhment,    and  are   very 
to  hehutlt.  troublefome,  and  yet  good  for  nothing ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  fame  fuburbs  in  time  of  war  do 
not  defend  the  city  from  the  enemy,  but  are  com- 
monly the  occafion  of  their  being  lofl,  and  fo  may 
be  likened  to  cancers,  which  cannot  be  cut  or  burnt 
off  but  with  the  hazard  of  a  man's  life,  a  great 
charge,  lofs  and  pain,  to  which  extremities  people 
are  not  commonly  willing  to  come  but  when  'tis  too 
late  ;  fo  that  one  may  truly  fay,  that  that  maxim 
can  never  be  fufficiently  commended,  that  the  ru- 
lers of  free  cities  fhould  prevent  all  out-buildings,, 
or  fuburbs,  under  what  pretext  foever. 
And  to  And  confequently  the  fecond  thing  to  be  taken 

keep  'va-    catc  of  by  rulers,  is  in  time  to  enlarge  their  refpec- 
cant  places  ^^^^  citics  according  to  the  increafe  of  their  inhabi- 
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fjfy^  tants,  or  traffick,  and  continually   to  have  many 

void  places  to  fet  out  for  buildings  within  their 
walls,  as  for  all  publiek  known  ufes  and  accommo- 
dations, fo  for  other  unexptded  occafions,  whe- 
ther in  peace  or  war,  and  elpecially  againft  a  fiege, 
to  fecure  and  harbour  the  country  people  with  their 
cattle,  fodder,  corn  and  firing ;  which  fort  of  peo- 
ple during  a  fiege,  can  dig,  and  undergo  rain,  wind, 
cold  and  heat,  and  fo  may  be  fingularly  ufeful, 

wh  ilef 
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while  they  have  left  the  land  round  about  them  Which  are 
naked  to  the  enemy  -,  who  othemiie  would,  by  the  «^^-^^^^j 
alfiftance  of  themfelves  and  their  provifions,  be  en- ^J'''^'^"' ''^ 
abled  to  continue  the  fiege  longer,  and  to  {iarveZace.^" 
the  city.     And  moreover  by  this  method,  if  a  city 
in  time  of  war  be  well  fortified,  many  inhabitants 
of  the  weaker  neighbouring  cities  may  there  have 
protedion,  and  many  of  them  will  afterwards  fettle 
there  in  time  of  peace,  when  by  their  lodes  they 
have  learned  the  great  advantages  which  in  times  of 
war,  and  the  great  conveniences  and  pleafure  which 
^  in  times  of  peace  the  inhabitants  of  great  and  ftrong 
cities  do  enjoy,  above  thofe  fmall  and  weak  ones. 
Rents  would  likewife  be  alv/ays  kept  low  by  re- 
ferving  of  ground  in  cities,  to  the  exceeding  benefit 
of  them  in  times  of  peace,  feoing  thereby  traffick 
and  trades  might  be  followed  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and 
the  inhabitants  might  dwell  in  healthful,  conveni- 
ent, and  pleafant  houfes. 

The  third  care  of  rulers  ought  to  be  to  furround  Themagif- 
their  cities  with  good  walls  and  flankings,  and  pro-  ff'^f^^ 
vide  great  gates,  and  convenient  watch-houfes ;  and  ^"^^f^" 
alfo  that  each  gate  have  a  fit  place  to  draw  up  ^he  /^fcifüy 
foldiery  in :  and  in  the  middle  or  heart  of  the  city,  iW/, 
near  the  town-hall,    (whence  all  the  vigour   and 
ftrength  muft  be  difperfed  over  the  whole  body  of 
the  city)  there  ought  to  be  placed  the  great  guard, 
and  place  of  aiTembly,  with  fufficient  ground  to 
draw  up  fome  thoufands  of  men  in  order  to  lead 
them  out  thence,  where  they  lliall  be  molt  ufeful, 
whether  againft  infurredions  within,    or  alTauks 
from  without. 

The  fourth  care  of  rulers  ought  to  be,  to  build  a  ,.  . 
houfes  for  arms,  and  in  time  to  provide  ihem  with  ^"/^  //i 
all  forts  of  offenfive  and  dcfenfive  weapons.     It  is  necejfaries 
probable  that  every  great  city  would  require    ■  c^o^s^'^ft^^J 
pieces  of  ordnance,  and  arms  for  ten  thoufand  men :  ^"""y^ 
ihovels,  fpades,  waggons,  fpars  and  deals,  are  in 

fuch 
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fuch  cafes  alfo  neceflary  -,  as  are  likewife  publiek 
buikiings  for  provifions,  corn  and  fewel.  This 
being  once  done,  it  might  be  maintained  with  very 
fmall  charge.  But  provifions  are  perifhable  wares  5 
corn  is  preferved  with  great  charge ;  turf  may  al- 
ways be  had  in  a  Ihort  time  out  of  the  country,  (o 
that  in  time  of  peace  barns  feem  to  be  fufficient, 
which  may  be  let  out  to  the  inhabitants  at  a  fmall 
rent,  who  oft-times  would  themfelves  fill  them  with 
corn,  feeing  the  traffick  of  Holla}id^  and  fmall  or 
low  interefi,  added  to  the  free  hire  of  garrets,  might 
pofTibly  caule  many  that  live  on  their  rents,  when 
the  prices  of  corn  are  low,  to  lay  out  their  money 
upon  it,  in  hopes  of  profit  by  raifing  of  its  price. 

The  fifth  care  of  rulers  ought  to  be,  thoroughly 
to  exercife  their  wealthy  inhabitants  in  arms,  for 
thofe  you  have  always  at  hand  in  time  of  need ,  and 
the  rich  citizens  will  ferve  faithfully  without  pay  to 
defend  the  lawful  government  and  their  dear-boughc 
liberty,  and  will  fteadfully  endeavour  the  prefer- 
vation  of  other  mens  goods  from  all  violence,  whe- 
ther domeftick  or  foreign.  The  poor  inhabitants 
ought  in  time  of  war  to  be  taken  into  pay,  tho'  it 
be  but  fmall,  thereby  to  prevent  their  inclination  of 
making  mutinies  or  uproars,  and  they  fhould  be 
commanded  by  none  but  rich  and  trufty  citizens. 

The  fixth  and  lall  care  of  the  magiftrates  of  cities 
ought  to  be,  to  have  fome  money,  tho*  not  much 
beforehand.  And  fince  fome  may  wonder,  con- 
fidering  that  in  the  general  opinion  of  men,  money 
is  the  finews  of  war,  that  I  put  it  in  the  laft  place, 
and  befides  that  I  prefume  to  advife  the  keeping 
only  fome  money  in  cafh  :  I  ihall  therefore  add, 
that  the  maxim,  thit  money  is  the  finews  of  war,  is 
never  true,  but  where  all  means  of  defence  and  of- 
fence is  provided.  For  every  one  knows,  that 
toothlefs  and  unarmed  gold  cannot  be  defended  but 
by  fharp  iron :  and  that  great  and  unarmed  trea- 

fures. 


Chap.  15-     to  refifi  all  Foreign  Power.  30  c 

fures,  or  chefls  of  money,  entice  mutineers  within, 
iand  all  enemies  from  without,  to  plunder.     At  lead- 
that  maxim  hath  feldom  any  place  but  to  make 
field-armies  ftand  to  it  in  fieges,  or  to  caufe  men  to 
keep  their  ftation  at  advantageous  pafles,  and  there- 
by to  outftand  or  fiimifli  an  enemy,  and  when  the  ^ecaufe 
enemy  gives  way,  to  attack  them.     But  in  cities  ^"^•^''' 
that  maxim  holds  not,  unlefs  they  have  already  covjijis  of 
provided  themfelves  with  that  for  which  men  ga-zoo/^w/a 
thercd  or  laid  up  money.     And  feeing  in  govern-  ^^  ^^»s 
ments  where  fo  few  are  rulers,  as  in   the  cicies  of  ^'''^'^^'^'^ . 
Holland^  money  is  fo  oft  meafured  and  ftriked,  and  /^-  ^-^A^. " 
fo  much  of  it  fticks  to  the  meafure  and  ftriker  2iSf.tio>is,at!d 
the  rulers  pleafe ;   fo  that  good  regents  and  patriots  "_°f  bejub- 
muft  take  fpecial  care,  that  the  money  be  imme--'^^'^''''"" 
d lately  im ployed  about  things  necellary  to  she  du- 
rable welfare,  eafe  and  ornament,  of  the  city,  before  ^»^ ^^^i 
it  be  expended  through  alteration  of  the  govern- ^^'^^^'^ '"^-^ 
ment  by  indigent  rulers,  and  haters  of  the  liberty  heUUx- 
of  cur  native  country,  to  our  ruin  in  building  xj- pendel. 
rannical  caltles,  or  by  letting  it  drop  through  their 
fingers  into  the  blew-bag. 

And  when  men  have  gotten  all  thefe  necelTaries,  jindhelng 
it's  then  time  to  gather  a  ilock  of  money.     For  in  p-o'vided 
times  of  adverfity,  when  things  run  crofs,  and  un- '^'^''^'^ 
expeéled  accidents  happen,  money  is  very  neceifary  %"^^/J,.s  * 
to  procure  all  that  was  negleóted  or  efteemed  ufelefs  oi/gbt  to/ay' 
in  time  of  peace.     But  for  great  treafures,  the  cities  tip  afiock 
of  Holland  ihould  not  aim  at  them,  for  thefe  would  ag^i"fi»J'-^ 
caufe  great  imports  and  heavy  taxes,  which  '^^'^^'acci^dints^ 
make  the  rulers  of  a  rich  mercantile  city,  confiding 
of  a  fmall  number  of  people,  fo  hateiul,  that  by 
fuch  impofitions,  when  necefiity  recpires  not,  they 
would  be  lookt  on  by  the  fubjcft  as  plunderers  of 
the  commonalty,  and  run  the  rifque  of  being  kitkt 
out  of  the  government.     The  pet>ple  would  eafily 
think,  that  they  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  if  the 
rulers  fought  only  the  welfare  of  the  fubjed,  and 
X  accordingly 
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accordingly  depended  on  their  defence,  and  to  that 
end  gathered  of  their  own  inhabitants  the  money 
thereunto  necefiliry,  that  they  could  then  alfo  fubfifl: 
with  fuch   fmall    impofts  as  other  republicks  do. 
And  the  rulers  ought  to  know,  that  many  repub- 
licks have  fubfifted  a  long  time  againft  very  potent 
neighbours  without    any  impofts  •,  and  fome  with 
very  few,  but  none  in  the  world  by  fuch  vaft  ones 
as  are  levied  in  the  cities  of  Holland.     So  that  it 
will  be  a  miracle  from  heaven  if  it  be  long  borne  by 
cities  that  cannot  live  upon  their  own   fund,  or 
country,  or  unalterable  fituation,  but  where  all  the 
inhabitants  muft  fubfift  and  live  upon  fickle  trafEck, 
and  the  uncertain  confumption  of  manutadlures  and 
fifhing. 
Little  con-       Laftly  we  may  add  what  has  been  faid  already, 
cernneed'  that  the  rulers  of  the  great  Bolland  cities  ought  to 
ful  for  good  provide  themfelves  with  good  allies  of  fome  of  the 
alltancesy    neighbouring  cities  and  lands,  who  are  moft  con- 
cern'd  in  their  fafety.     But  when  all  things  ace  fo 
well  provided,  fuch  cities  are  ufually  helped  without 
previous  alliances  or  mutual  obligations  -,  but  when 
unprovided,  there  is  nothing  for  all  their  care  and 
charge  to  begotten  but  good  words  under  hand  and 
feal,  which  are  all  but  feeble  things,  and  are  con- 
ftrued  according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Itrongeft,  or  of 
him  that  hath  no  need  of  alTiftance,     So  that  fuch 
alliances  before  necefllty  requires,  need  not  be  too 
anxioufly  fought  after,  efpecially  with  the  advance 
of  much  money.     Moreover  it  is  well  known  how 
ftridly    and    well  bound  all  the  United  Provinces 
are  by  the  union  of  Utrecht,  and  all  the  Holland 
cities  by  the  provincial  government. 
Forjea-         And  if  the  worft  fhould  happen,   yet  neverthe- 
ioiijy  ivill  lefs  all  the  great  Holland  inland  ciries  by  their  vici-  |, 
occafmi      j^jjy^  ^^jj  communication  with  the  North  fea,  might 
feul         expert  from  thence  in  their  extremity  fome  fuc- 
cours  i  and  if  the  bcfieged  behaved  themfelves  any 

thing 
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thing  well,  one  or  other  of  \i\it  c\{\t%  o^  Holland 
lying  at  a  Tea  port,  will  be  inclined  to  help  [hem, 
were  it  but  for  enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  confump- 
tion  or  tranfportation  of  their  commodities,  which 
they  either  fupply  them  with  or  receive  of  them. 
But  when  all  is  well  confidert^d,  it  is  molt  advifable 
for  all  rulers  to  provide  themfelves  fo  well  of 
all  necefTaries,  as  if  none  in  the  world  would  or 
were  able  to  help  them  but  themfelves,  which  is  a 
thing  feafible  enough,  as  hath  appeared  by  what  I 
have  already  laid  down. 

And  therefore  I  hope  by  what  is  before  alledg'd,  Tbe  concha 
it  is  evident,  that  every  great  city  oï  Holland^  ^Qfionofthis 
]efs  than  other  republicks  confiding  but  of  one  city,  \j^^!^^^\ 
may  very  well  defend  it  lelf  again  all  the   poten- ^^.^^^  „>y 
tates  of  the  world ;  fo  that  it  is  at  laft  made  evident  catifubfijl 
that  this  republiek,  or  all  the  gentry  and  Q\i\Q%  q{  °f  ^^f^^f' 
Holland  and  IVeJi-Friefland  conjoined,  may   very 
well  be  able  to  defend  themfelves  againft  all  foreign 
power  whatfoever :  which  is  the  thing  I  had  under- 
taken to  prove. 

Thus  having  in  the  firft  part  obferved  the  intc- 
reft  and  maxims  of  Holland  in  relation  to  its  inha- 
bitants within  the  country  ;  and  in  the  fecond  part 
duly  confidered  Hollands  intereft  as  to  all  foreign 
powers,  I  fhall  now  end  this  fecond  part,  laying  That  fijhe- 
before  the  reader  a  fliort  view  of  all  that  has  been  ries,  ma- 
faid  at  once,  and  (hew  him  the  inferences  and  con-  ^^faóiures, 
clufions  which  every  one  ought  to  make  from  the  (T^-^S'.  n 
lame  ;  viz.      That  in  the  ririt  place,  and  nerore  all  ottght 
other  matters,  fifheries,  manutadures,  traffick  and  fo  be  in- 
navigation  ought  to  be  indulged  and  favoured.         Mged, 

And  Secondly^  That  to  that  end,  the  freedom  oï  Tolerat'mt 
all  religions  for  all  people  is  very  necefiliry,  viz,  ^'«  religion 
fuch  freedom  whereby  all  the  rulers  fhould  be  of  "^^'1  "-^^^ 
the  publiek  reformed  religion,  who  are  bound  to 
defend  and  favour  the  fame  by  all  lawful   means  ; 
yet  fo  that  the  other  religions  may  not  b^  perfe- 
|^,('  X  2  cuced 
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cuted  by  placaet,  but  publickly  tolerated  or  fa- 
voured, and  defended  againft  all  the  violence  of  the 
rabble. 
Lihertyfor  Thirdly y  That  neceffary  freedom  be  given  to  all 
ftrangers,  ftrangers  to  dwell  in  Holland. 
And  all  Fourthly y  That  it  is  neceffary  that  every  inha- 
handicraft  bitant  of  Holland  have  the  liberty  to  foltow  and  ex- 
iraders  to  gj-^ife  merchandize,  their  own  occupation,  and  me- 
^^^       '    chanick  trades,  without  the  conrroul  of  any  other 

inhabitants. 
Freedom         Fifthly,  It  is  above  all  things  neceffary',  that  the 
from  im-  rulers  be  prudently  wary  and  cautious,  how  they 
pofUt  &c.   j^y  imports  upon  confumption,  and  efpecially  thac 
they  be  circumfpeól  in  charging  of  merchandize, 
or  levying  any  convoy-money  upon  fhips  or  goods 
imported  or  exported,  without  diftinclion,  as  alfo 
in  charging  of  fhips  let  to  freight. 
Impartial       Sixthly ,  That  the  juftice  of  Holland  be  accommo- 
jujKe.       (^ated  or  framed,  not  to  the  benefit  of  the  officers 
of  juftice,  but  of  the  inhabitants,  as  alfo  e   merca- 
tur<e  bono,  more  to  the  intereft  of  tlie  merchant. 

Seventhly,  Here  is  alfo  fliewn  that  which  is  ne- 
ceffary for  all  forts  of  governments,  and  efpecially 
for  republicks,  which  cannot  fubfift  without  con- 
tinual attracting  or  alluring  in  of  frefh  inhabitants, 
and  to  keep  them  employed   about  manufaélures, 
fifheries,  traffick  and  (hipping  ;  above  all,  it  is  ab- 
Colonies,    folutely  neceffary  in  Holland,  to  make  new  colonies 
in  foreign  parts,  that  from  time  to  time  they  may 
difcharge  their  fupernumerary,  poor,  ftraitned,  and 
difcontented  inliabitants  with   honour,  convenience 
and  profit,  whereby  alfo  they  may  encreafe   com- 
merce. 
^0  keep  the      And  forafmuch  as  in  the  fecond  part   we  have 
fea  unhi'   handled  Hollands  juft  aud  true  maxims  relating  to' 
PP'^ r°"^  foreign  powers  ;  it  is  in  the  firft  place  clear,  thac 
the  narrow  feas  ought  to  be  kept  intirely  free  from 
pirates,  and  that  merchants  fhips  in  the  S^aniflj  and 

midland 
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midhind   feas   be   continually  defended,  and  freed 
by  Ihips  of  war   from  Turkijh  piracies.     As  alfo 
that  peace  fhould  by  all  means  be  fought  with  aH  To  purfut 
people :  but  yet  that  Holland  muft  not  feek  its  pre-  pace. 
fervation  from  alliances ;  for  thisis  the  flieet-anchor 
of  the  weakeft  republicks  and  potentates,  whereas 
Holland  fubfiif s  not  by  the  jealoufy  of  its  neighbours,  Jnd  that 
but  by  its  own  ftrength.     And  therefore  not  only  Holland^^ 
the  other  provinces  and  the  generality,  but  efpe--^'^^'^^'^* 
Ciatly  all  the  frontiers  of  Holland  ought  to  be  for-  ^/'^^^  ^^j 
■tili.'id  and  provided  with  all  things  neceflary  againft  appear  d to 
any    foreign  attack  or  furprize.     And  above  all,  to  be  necef 
thofe  great  and  ftrong  cities  of  Holland  ought  to  be-^'^  ^"^ 
put  into  a  pofture  to  hold  out  a  year's  fiege ;  be-  ''"  * 
caufe  then   they  will  be  held  impregnable,  or  at 
leaft  ftronger  than  many  republicks  of  fingie  inland- 
cities,  fituated  in  a  hilly  mountainous  country,  an4 
therefore  cannot   be  fo  well  fortified.     As  for  ex- 
ample, all  the  free  imperial  cities  of  Germany,  the 
Cantons,  Geneva,  Ragoufa,  Lucca  ;  yea  even  thofe  ^//z"  Been 
cities  that  are  under  princes,  as  Parma,  Mantua,  ^^nifepd 
Modena,  which  muft  be  fomewhat  the  weaker  by  ^■^J^'!;^^ 
reafon  of  their  own  princes,  for  one  fword  keeps  ^^^3. 
another  in  the  fcabbard  \  and  in  this  fenfe  it  is  true, 
that  two  curft  dogs  don't  bite  one  another,  but  the 
good  natur'd   toothlefs  ones  are   always  bitten  by 
the  ciirft  curs. 
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"rthe  True  Interest,  and 
Political  Maxims  of 
the  Republiek  of  Holland 
and  Weft-Friefland. 

PART    III. 

CHAP.    I. 

Wherein  enquiry  is  made  in  what  the  inter  e fi 
of  the  free  rulers  of  Holland ,  as  to  all  thé 
particulars  by  which  the  people  may  live 
happily^  conlifis, 

"Before  «t^'TT   'W'AVING  hitherto  fhewn,  that  the  welfare 

treat  of  the  I i    of  the  inhabitants  QÏ  Holland  is  grounded 

intereft  of  1^  J^  upon  the  prefervation  and  improvement 
^^mral^MB^^  fifhcrics,  manufaflurcs,  traffick  and  fhipping» 
jhallbriefiy  and  that  the  fame  cannot  be  acquired  nor  kept  but 
repeat  by  liberty,  or  to  fpeak  plainer,  a  toleration  of  all  re- 
H''^* jr^  ligions,  tho*  differing  from  the  reformed,  and  by  a 
^"l fed  of.  ^''^^  burgher- right  for  ail  ftrangers  that  will  cohabit 
with  us,  with  licence  to  follow  all  their  trades  and 
occupations  whatever  without  trouble  or  moleftation 
from  their  fellow  inhabitants,  in  refpeóV  of  any  fo- 
cieties,  companies,  hails,  guilds,  or  corporations: 
and  by  fuch  moderation  about  convoy-moneys  and 
tolls,  that  no  fhips  or  goods  coming  in,  or  going 
our,  maybe  charged  with,  oreafed  and  freed  from 
all  taxes,  otherwife  than  as  it  may  be  fubfervient  to 
the  improvement  of  fiiherics,  manufactures,  traffick 

and 
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and  navigation.  Moreover,  having  Ihewn  that  all 
the  things  before-mentioned  are  not  fufficient  to 
preferve  and  keep  up  the  faid  fiOieries,  manufac- 
tures, traffick  and  navigation,  unlefs  the  courts  of 
juftice,  and  laws  be  conltituted  and  executed  more 
than  hitherto  in  fivour  of  the  inhabitants,  and  of 
traffick.  And  laftly  that  in  foreign  countries,  co- 
lonies of  Hollanders  ought  to  be  eftabiilhed  and 
protected. 

And    in    the   fecond    book    having     likewife 
Ihewn   how  neceflary  it  is  that  the  fea  be  cleared 
of  all  free-booters  and  pirates,  and  that  peace  be 
fought   with   all    men.     And    moreover,    having 
fiiewed  that  Holland   is  to  bev/are  of  entring  into 
any  prejudicial   alliances  with  its   neighbours   and 
potentates,  but  rither  to  ftrcngthen  their  own  fron- 
tiers, and  inland  cities,  and  exercife  their  inhabi- 
tants well  in  arms,  and  to  keep  the  fword  in   their 
own  hands,    againft   all   domeftick  and   foreign 
power,  which  would  be  as  great  a  ftrengthening 
and  fecurity  to  them,  yea  and  more  than  any  other 
country.     Therefore  I  judge   it  now  ufeful,  deli-  q-j^^  ^^^^ 
berately  to  examine  whether  a  land  having  fuch  in-  of  raifing 
terefts,  ought   to  be  governed  by  a  republican  or  or  ruining 
monarchical  form  of  government :  for  it  is  certain  ^  P^°P^^  " 
that  all  publiek  power  to  improve,  or  impair  the  ^^^^^^j^'*' 
intereft  of  a  land,  and  to  preferve  and  enlarge,  ox  hands, 
diminifh  and  ruin  a  ftate,  mufl  be,  and  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  lawful   rulers  of  a  country,  whether 
they  be  monarchs,  princes,  ftatefmen,  or  the  com- 
mon burgers. 

And  tho'  I  have  in  many  places  of  the  two  firfl 
parts  of  this  treatife  feemed  to  have  faid  enough, 
that  Holland  and  its  inhabitants  ought  to  be  go- 
verned by  a  free  republican  government-,  yet  feeing 
it  was  done  but  curforily,  and  as  aliud  agendo^  and 
that  on  a  government  that  is  well  or  ill  conftituted, 
according  to  the  intereft  of  the  people,  depends  all 
X  4  thfir 
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their  profperity  or  adverficy :  it  feems  to  me  that  in 

the  third  part  of  this  treatife    my  beft  endeavours 

fhould  be  employed  to  enquire  what  kind  of  rulers 

would  be  mod  profited  by  the  welfare  of  the  fiilieries, 

manufaflures,    trafiick,    and  navigation,  and  all 

'As  clfo     their  confequenccs,  or  be  moft  injured  by  the  de- 

'^''^^^  ƒ ''J.  ,  cay  or  weakning  of  them.     For  feeing  it  is  true 

Their  om.m  generally  fpeaking,  that  all  rulers  whether  high  or 

lenefit       low  are  alike  in  this,  that  in  feeking  their  own  pro- 

move  than^x^  they  donot  aim  at  the  benefit  of  the  people  to 

<ii)}other  s,   ^j^gjj.   ^^^   i^^g^  j^yj.  Qj^  j},^  contrary  (as  no  man 

halts  of  another  man's  fore)  will  out  of  the  com- 
mon   misfortune  fcek  their  own   advantage  ;  it  is 
therefore  evident,  that  of  the  twopropofed  govern- 
ments, that  will  be  beft  for  Holland  in  which  the 
well  or  ill  being  of  the  rulers  depends  upon,  or  is 
join'd  with  the  well  or  ill  being  of  the  fifliing,  ma- 
rufadures,  traffick  and  navigation,  and  with  all 
the  neceJQary  confequences  or  dependences  of  the 
fame. 
'And upon       And  tho'   fcvcral  kinds   of  government  might 
thatfoun-  hcrc  comc  into  confideration,  yet,  I  conceive,  that 
iation'we  ^f  ^j^^  j^j^j  of  our  nativity  is  the  fitteft,  and  ao-rees 

fkall  con-    ,     n_        •  1  1    •    '-  1         1  •  •  '  ° 

fl^gy         belt  with   my  brier  undertaking,    to    guide  my 

thoughts  upon  the  government  which  is  now  there 

in  being,  and  upon  that  which  we  lately  had,  and 

.  by  many  is  defired  again.     And  to  that  end,  I  con- 

}ublicVand^^^'^^  it  needful  to  exprefs  what  we  ought  to  under- 

&  monarchy  ^'^'^'^  by  the  words  republick  and  republican   go- 

rcallyare.  vernors,  or  monarchy  and  monarchical  rulers. 

By  the  word  republick  and  republican  rulers^  I 
mean,  not  only  fuch  a  ftate  wherein  a  certain  fove- 
reign  affembly  hath  the  right  and  authority  for 
coming  to  all  refolutions,  making  of  orders  and 
Jaws,  or  to  break  them,  as  alfo  of  requiring  or 
prohibiting  obedience  to  them  :  But  I  underftand 
thereby  fuch  a  ftate  wherein  an  alTcmbly,  iho'  pof- 
fibly  without  any   right,  yet  huth   the  power  to 

caule 
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caufe  all  their  refolutions,  orders,  and  laws  to  be  f^ot  -where 
obeyed  and  put  in  execution.     And  again,  by  the  ^^'''J'-^^?^ 
word  monarchy  and  monarchical  rulers^  not   ^^^y  Jialjery  L[ 
'  fuch  a  ftate  wherein  one  Tingle  perfon  hath  all  right  „or  yet 
and  power  for  the  taking,  making,  or  revoking  t^'here  the 
all  refolutions,  orders,  and  laws,  and  to  caufe  obe-  '"'^^^  ^^^ 
dience  to  be  given  to  them,  or  to  hinder  the  obferv-  ahfUlTLt 
ing   of  them  :  but   I  mean,  thereby  fuch   a   ftate  c^^^here  'the 
wherein  one   only  perfon,  tho'   without  right,  yet  po^er 
hath  the  power  to  caufe  obedience  to  be  given  x.q^{Io  there- 
all  his  orders,  refolutions,  and  laws,  or  to  fufpend  ^^ƒ^  ^'^" 
or  hinder  all  orders^  refolutions,  and  laws  of  the 
true  and  lawful  higheft  afiembly,  that  they  be  not 
executed,  and  this  according  to  his  ownpleafure. 

For  tho'  it  be  true,  that  the  republican  form  of 
government  is  fo  acceptable  to  the  merchants,  and 
all  wife  and  vertuous  men,  that  many  will  object, 
that  the    bare  name,  fhadow,  and  appearance   of 
freedom  hath  been  able  to  encourage  the  traffick  and 
navigation  of  Holland \   yet  to  me  it  feems  to  be  no 
Jefs  true,  that  we  ought  toexpetft  many  more  good 
fruits  from  the  thing  it  felf,  than  from  the  appea- 
rance of  it :  and  befides,  it  cannot  be  denied,  but 
that  the  name  and  the  fhadow  muft,  and  fhall  al- 
ways give  way  to,  and  vaniili    before  the  power,  'The  right 
effed,  and  thing  it  felf.     So  that  he  that  will  nar-  '^'''^  ^^'' 
rowly  enquire  into  the  good  or  bad  fruits  which  are  "^'^  '^f' 
to  be  expefted  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  kind  of  govern- ^rm,  be- 
ment,  would  do  very  ill  if  he  fliould   not  let  \i\%fore  the 
thoughts  and  obfervations,  in  this  particular,  mn^°''^'^'' ^"^ 
more  on    the  power   which  can  operate    without  ^^'■^' 
right,  than  upon  right  which  without  power  is  in- 
fignificant,  and  when  violence  or  force  comes,  muft 
always  ceafe. 

And  that  this  may  more  clearly  appear,  the 
reader  may  pleafe  to  confider,  that  by  the  word 
[lawful  government]  is  meant,  and  muft  be  meaat, 
the  rigiit  of  compelling  obedience  to  that  govern- 
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Which  is   ment  •,  and  that  this  is  grounded  upon   ancient 
demonftra-  poflefiTion,    OF  upon  laws,   cultoms  or   oaths,    or 
^  r.1  ^^'  upon  all  together,  which  are  of  themfclves  weak, 
^  unlefs  they  be  back'd  by  perfons  authorized,  that 

are   willing   and  ready  at   the   command   of  the 
lawful  rulers  to  punifli  fuch  rebellious  or  perjured 
fubjcds.     Whereas  on  the  other  fide,  a  greater  or 
ftronger  adherence  of  people  to  a  governor,  or 
foms   leading  men,  and  without  the   leaft  right, 
may  have  fo  great  a  power,  that  they  fhall  deftroy 
all  good  orders  and  cuftoms ;  and  fuch  are  wont 
to  ca(t  all  the  ancient  and  virtuous  lawful  rulers 
out  of  their  right  and  polTcfiion. 
Öftvhat        Which  adherence  of  the  people  I  Ihall  confider 
importance  more  at  large,  becaufe  thereby  the  being  and  pow- 
the  '«'•^^  £/ ei-  of  all  government  is  either  made  or  broken.     I 
jy  fhall  firft  confider  and  fix  upon  an  unarmed  ftate, 

wherein  the  power  of  governing  ufed  to  refide  in 
thofe  who  can  force  obedience  from  the  greater 
number,  and  efpecially  of  the  meaneft  people. 
For  in  fuch  a  cafe  one  man  is  not  only  a  perfon  to 
be  accounted  as  good  as  another,  but  then  befides 
the  poor,  the  ignorant,  and  the  word  people  will 
be  always  fooner  ready  to  help  to  opprefs  lawful 
rulers  than  the  other  few  rich,  prudent,  and  vir- 
tuous inhabitants  to  defend  them  againft  that 
violence. 
Or  that  of  And  as  to  an  armed  ftate,  it  is  held  by  all  men 
the  Jol-  of  underftanding  for  an  infillible  maxim,  that  he 
-^'  that  is  mafter  of  the  foldiery  is,  is  confequently 
mafter  of  all  thofe  places  where  they  lie  in  garri- 
fon  ;-  and  he  that  is  mafter  of  thofe  places  of 
ftrength,  and  of  the  foldiery,  is  likewife  mafter  of 
the  ftate,  or  may  make  himfelf  fo  when  he  pleafes. 
For  the  foldiers  have  always  their  officers,  whofe 
commands  they  are  daily  accuftomed  to  receive 
and  obey,  or  'elfe  are  feverely  puniftied  for  their 
difobedience.     And  feeing  for  their  difobedience, 

or 
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or  crimes  againft  the  polity  of  a  people,  they  are 
not  wont  to  be  puniihed  at  all,  or  but  very  flackly, 
even  when  the  illegal  and  wicked  attempts  of  the 
captain  generals  mifcarry,   as   alfo   becaufe   they 
have  nothing  to  lofe  *,  and  laftly,  feeing  they  have 
thereby  alfo  much  more  advantage  in  tumults  and 
wars,  than  they  can  hope  to  gain  in  times  of  reft 
and  peace  ;  therefore  he  that  can  get  to  be  their 
chief  head  and  mafter,  the'  by  the  greateft  injuf- 
tice  of  the  world,  *  may  fuddenly  fet  on  foot  all 
manner  of   undutiful   pradices   and  undertakings  7-^^  rulers, 
againft  the  lawful  and  unarmed   rulers,  and  tall  «^  nvell  as 
upon  them  in  hoftile  manner  before  they  have  ^^^  people, 
time  fo  to  fortify  their  cities,   and  exercife  the  j     !°  ,' 
burghers  and  boors  in  arms,  as  to  drive  away  xkit'^^  j^i, 
feditious  foldiery  from  their  gates  and  walls.  diery. 

And   if  the  faid  maxim,  that  he  that  is  mafter 
of  the  places  of  ftrength  and  foldiery,  is  alfo  maf- 
ter, or  may  make  himfelf  fo,  of  the  ftate,  be  in- 
fallibly  true  5  then   it  is  a  more   material  truth,  Yl'h     h 
that  he  who,  befides  the  command  of  the  foldiery, /^/^^^'' 
poflcfleth  the   favour  of  moft  of  the  inhabitants, ySMVry, 
or  the  rude  rabble,  can  make  himfelf  mafter  oiand at  the 
the  ftate,  when  he  affcmbles  the  Hiid  foldiery  for^""^  ';f5 

,  \        c-        \  ■  <-  J        1  •     1  t"^  rabble 

that  end.     bo  that  ir  any  one   may  do  this  by  a  ^^  hisfidt. 
deputed  power,  we  m.uft  confider  him,  the'  a  fer- 
vant  or  minifter  to  the  ftate,  as  having  in  all   re- 
fpeóls  the  power  of  the  republi:k  in   his  hands ; 
and  therefore  the  thing  itfclf  being  duly  confidered,  Becaufethe 
he  is  already  fovereign  monarch  of  that  ftate,  andA^".?'^  "f 
is  fo  to  be  underftood,  that  the  name  and  the  right  ^  è'^'^'^"' 
of  that  free  republican  government  will  likewife yo?J5ƒ^f;^ 
foon  vanifh,  and  confequently  after  that,   not  ^ny  parties. 
of  the  fruits  of  the  free  government,  or  any  thing 
like  it  ought  to  be  expected.     But  on  the  contrary, 
all  that  ufeth  to  proceed  from  a  monarchical  go- 
vernment,   muft   be   fuppofed   to    happen  ;    and 

therefore 
*  Nulla  fides  pietafq;  virls  qui  caüra  fequuntur. 
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therefore  fueh  a  government  ought  no  more  to  be 

called  a  republiek,   but  a  monarchy  in  pra(5lice 

and  in  fa6l. 

See  Aitz-       And  the  more,  whilfi:  the  governors  of  a  coun-i 

ma,*ow   J.J.      vvhere  there  is  fuch  a  commander  in  chief^i 

*0€  jtdtBS  I'll  c^  (^ 

-were  fain  allying  t^hat  colour  or  appearance  of  a  free  govern-:. 
to  demean  ment,  muft  always  have  an  eye  upon  him,  and  in 
themfelves  all  Weighty  matters,  fycophant  like,  repair  to  his: 
toix^ds  ,  profound  wifdom,  and  take  fpecial  care  that  they  f 
""^^'oppofe  it  not,  unlefs  that  miferable  and   humble 
fuppliant  means  immediately  to  be  depofed,  if  not 
worfe  handled  by  the  rulers  in  power  ;  wherein 
V^l/uh  nü8  *  Rome  may  and  ought  to  ferve  us  for  an  exam- 
^ay  clearly  ^\q  .fQ^  \i  Home,  which  was  provided  with  fo 
</WRoman  ^^'^Y  hundred  counfellors  of  ftate  ad  vitam,  and 
republiek,  ^o  many  hundred  thoufand  fprightly  citizens  that 
loved  their  liberty,  was  not  able  to  prefervc  her 
freedom  againft  the  tyranny  of  one  fuch  head,  ij: 
is  then  impoffible  for  others  to  do  it  in  the  like 
cafe. 
Which  Efpecially  when  it  is  confidered,  that  that  high-    \ 

could  not   fpirited  republiek  having  always  had  feveral  war- 
prefer-jeits  Ijke  general  officers,  who  did  ever  mutually  envy 
^unfeTre    ^"^  another,  and  therefore  were  too  weak  to  maf- 
'veral        ter  the  republiek;  yet  was  it  fain  at  laft  to  bow    \ 
leads  of    the  neck  under  them,  and  ferve  them  after  a  fla-  . 
the  foi-      vi(];j  manner,  as  foon  as  one  of  thofe  principal  offi- 
"^'        cers  became  too  ftrong  for  all  the  reft,   or  that 
■   three  of  them  confpired  together,  and  divided  the 
republiek   amongft   them.     So  that  ar  republiek, 
where  one  fingle  perfon  or  head  poirelfeth  the  ge- 
neral favour  of  the  rabble  and  foldiery,  according 
to  the  faid  maxim  of  ftate,  may  be  accounted  .  to' 
luve  loft  its  univerfal  freedom,  or  ftiall  certainly 

lofe  it. 

And 
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And   this  infallible  maxim  will  .fef  all  countries  'T'^e  com- 
be  found  trueft  in  Holland^  when  the  faid  repub-  j'^-'^A^f- 
lick  fhall  maintain  a  confiderablc  army  of  foreign  HoUand 
foldiers  in  conftant  pay,  that  are  born  and  educa-  cannot  fuh- 
ted   in   monarchical  countries,  fuch  as  France  ?ci\^fiftu>idcra 
England^    &c.   and    put   them    into   impregnable  ^J'^^''"''^ 
cities,  and  ftrong-holds,  which  furround  the  repub-   ^^^^^  all  its 
lick  OÏ  Holland :  and  on  the  other  fide,  Holland  \iccs, 
confiding  of  cities  wholly  unfortified,  and  gover- ' 
ned  by  a  very  few  ariitocratical  rulers,  and  moftly 
inhabited    by    a   people   fo   ill    informed    in   the 
grounds  of  their  own  welfiire,  and  in  the  lawful 
government  of  the  country,  that  they  wiil  exped: 
much   more  profperity  under  fuch  a  potent  head, 
than  from  a  free  republiek  ;  and  befides,  will  con- 
ceive, that  they  owe  more  obedience  to  the  mailer 
of  the    foldiery,    and   flrong-holds,    than    to   the 
laid  ariftocratical  rulers  •,  in  fuch  a  condition  wc 
ihall  find,  that  *  where  force  comes,  right  ceafeth  ; 
and  that  a  government  cannot  be  fafe  without  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  fword. 

According  to  the  known  truth  and  maxim  o^Sediig  the 
politicians,  the  fword   of  war  in  the  hand  of  a  """'P''^"/ 
captain-general    is   always  fliarper,   and   reacheth  f^^^,7 W 
farther  than  the  fword  of  juftice  in  the  hands  QÏjrjUce  can 
political  or  civil   rulers  and  judges.     This  might  «^-^-^ /"■-?- 
be  confirmed  by  numerous  examples  which  I  ^i-^Xfi''""^^''"^ 
not  mention,  becaufe  they  are  pertinently  related  ^^-^^n  J 
in    that  unanfwerable  dedudion   of  the  ftates  oï%ired fol- 
Holland,  and  likewife  in  the  political  baliance  oX  diery. 
V,  H.  where  it  is  fiiewn  that  all  republicks,  which 
have  had  a  military  or  policical   head,  have  not 
long  prefervM  their  liberty,  efpecially  when  the 
ion  of  fuch  a  head   fli>ill  come  to  be  veiled  in  the 
fame  office  and  dignity.     And  now  to  the  matter 
in  hand  j  the  reader   is  in  the  firfl  place  earneitly 

defired 

*^  Inter  anna  filent  leges.     Paium  tuta  ell  fine  viribus  ma- 
jellas,     Lii'. 
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See  the  fe- dit^ixt^  maturely  to  confider,  whether  the  author 
cond  party  q^  j-j^g  jT^j^  political  ballancc  has  not  abundantly 
<■•!•  '• '°' ftiewn,  that  a  republican  government  in  all  coun- 
tries of  the   world,    and   efpecially   in    Hollaftd^ 
would  be  much  more  advantageous  to  the  people 
than  a  government  by  a  fingle  perfon. 

Secondly,  It  is  very  well  worth  obfervation,  that 
Fijhenes^   in  republicks  the  rulers,    magiftrates,    and  other 
lur^i  &c.  publiek  minifters,  have  very  little  reward  and  fa- 
dependupon  lary  for  their  fervice,  who  while  they  are  in  the 
having      condition  of  citizens,  neither  may  nor  can  enrich 
frterulers.  thgrnfelves  with  the  revenues  of  the  land,  and  there- 
fore are  neceffitated  by  others  ways  than  that  of 
magiftracy,  and  publiek  imployments,  to  main- 
tain themfelves  and  their  families,  as  by  merchan- 
dizing, l^c.  Thus  it  is  (till,  or  was  lately  in  the 
republicks  of  Venice^    Genoa,     Ragoufa,    Lucca^ 
Milan,  Florence,  &c.     At  leaft  it  is  well  known 
that  in  Holland  very  many  rulers  and  magiftrates 
maintain  themfelves  by  the  fifheries,  manufadures, 
traffick  and  navigation. 

Or  if  fome  of  the  rulers  and  fervants  of  the  re- 
publiek of  Holland  do  poflefs  fuch  eftates  as  to  be 
able  to  live  at  eafe  on  their  lands  and  revenues,  yet 
it  is  evident  that  the  reformed  religion,  permitting 
no  cloifters  or  fpiritual  revenues,  and  the  publiek 
worlhip  being  performed  by  minifters  for  a  very 
'    fmall  reward  or  falary,  and  by  the  elders  and  dea- 
cons gratis,  there  is  no  relief  to  be  had  thence  for 
Becaufe     diftrefled,  impoveriftied  relations  and  families.   So 
the  govern- i\i2iX.  many  rulcfs  being  fenfible,  that  according  to 
ment  and  [he  ptovcrb,  many  fwine  caufe  but  thin  wajh  \  ei- 
TS^S^^^'"  they  themfelves,  or  at  leaft  their  pofterity  in 
/>rö/f/ /;m'.  the  third  or  fourth  generation,  muft  in  this  natu- 
rally  poor,    tho'  for  merchandize    well   fituated 
country,  rife  again  by  traffick.     And  hence  it  is 
that  all  the  rulers  in  Holland  are  derived  of  parents 
that  have   lived   by  the  fifheries,    manufaóluries, 

traffick 
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traffick  or  navigation,  and  fo  their  children  after  1'kej  oft 
them  ;  and  that  the  faid  rulers  do  ftill  daily  to  ^f i'^  "f , 
maintain    their  ramiiies  hnd  it  proper   to  niarry  ^,.^^  ^^ 
their  children  to  rich  merchants,  or  their  children,  merchan- 
So  that  fuch  rulers,  whether  confidered  in  them-  dizingy  or 
felves  by  their  confanguinity  or  affinity,  are  in  all  '"^''O'^bem 
refpefts  interefted  in  the  welfare  or  illfire  of  the  °hallsM 
fisheries,  manufadures,  traffick  and  navigation  oï dren, 
this  country. 

Which  is  the  more  credible  in  the  cities  of  Hol- 
land, becaufe  the  common-council,  and  the  magi- 
ftrates  confift  but  of  a  few  pcrfons  thereto  elcóted 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  government,  and  thofc 
particular  imployments  being  fixed  to  no  particu- 
lar families,  thofe  who  by  accident  come  to  get  the 
greateft  authority  or  adminiftration,  do  ufe,  out  of 
natural  love,  ambition  and  jealoufy,  to  advance 
their  own  friends,  and  to  exclude  the  friends  of 
the  deceafed  rulers  and  magiftrates,  moft  of  them 
having  already  had  their  turn  in  the  gov^ernment 
and  magiftracy  :  fo  thvit  from  time  to  time  new 
families  come  into  the  government,  and  the  ma- 
giftracies  of  cities,  which  yield  for  the  moft  part 
but  little  profit,  and  that  only  during  fome  yearly 
magiftracy  or  commiffion,  fall  vacant  fo  feldom, 
that  all  thofe  new  families  cannot  be  provided  for, 
much  lefs  maintained  by  them.  Wherefore  it  is 
and  will  be  neceff\ry,  fo  long  as  the  government  is 
not  tied  or  intailed  to  any  particular  family,  that 
many  of  the  relations  of  the  rulers  in  the  cities  of 
Holland  muft  live  by  merchandizing. 

And  accordingly  we  muft  believe,  that  the  faid 
rulers  and  magiftrates,  under  a  free  government, 
whether  in  their  own  cities,  or  at  the  aflemblies  of 
Holland,  will,  by  their  counfels  and  refolutions, 
endeavour  to  preferve  and  iicreafe  the  fame  means 
of  fubfiftence  for  the  country  in  general  j  unlefs  it 
could  be  proved,  that  the  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment, 
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Whatever  vernment,  and  by  its  necefiary  confequences,  {viz. 
is  necejfary  Yi]QQ,xty  of  confcience,  freedom  of  burgerfhip,  and 
fpelit/'of  ^^^^  monopolies,  laying  afide  all  trafficking  com- 
the  court-   panies,  halls  and  guilds,  which  defraud  other  in- 
try,  nvill  habitants  of  that  way  of  living  ;  Jikewife  modera- 
le  profita-  [jpg^  qj.  t;^k.ing  away  of  convoys  and  tolls,  order* 
rulers  '^^  ^^''S  ^"^  direfting  juitice  to  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
mon inhabitants,  and  merchandizing,  by  colonies, 
by  their  keeping  the  feas  open  and  free  from  pri- 
vateers ;  by  peace,  fortified  cities,  and  arming  the 
inhabitants)  unlefs  I  fay   it  could  be  proved  that 
the  inhabitants  are  more  endamaged  by  thefe,  or 
put  into  a  better  condition  by  ufing  compulfion  in 
matters  of  religion,  by  fecluding    from  burgher- 
right,  by  monopolies,  focieties,  or  companies  of 
merchants,  by  patents,  halls  and  guilds,  unreafo- 
nable  high  convoy-money,  and  tolls,  corrupt  ju- 
ftice,  fea  robberies  and  wars  for  want  of  colonies, 
and   by  weak  cities  and  unarmed  inhabitants.     So 
that  I  find  my  fel  f  bound  to  enquire  a  little  more 
ftridlly  into  all  the  parts  thereof,  and  yet  with  all 
the  brevity  I  can. 
Freedom  of     As  to  the  adminiftratioH  or  fcrvice  of  the  church, 
religion  not  y^^^  the  preacher,  elder  and  deacon  in  Holland-,  it 
^f!'*-^"'\  ^°  "i^ft  b^  confeflTed  that  thofe  fervices  there  arc  of  fo 
'*^'"^'Jittle  profit  and  credit,  that  the  rulers  and  magi- 
ftrates,  or  their  friends,  are  very  feldom  inclined 
to  perform  thofe  fundions :  fo  that  the  freedom 
and  toleration  of  the  affem blies  of  different  worfhip 
in  Holland^  cannot  be  expefted  (from  fuch  a  fu- 
preme  head)  by  rulers  or  magiilrates,  becaufe  the 
difienters,  under  pretence  of  affembling   for   the 
fervice  of  God,  would  endeavour  to  make  infur- 
reclions,  and  thereby  depofe  the  rulers  to  domineer 
over  the  (late,  and  the  eftablifhed  religion.     A- 
gainft  which  it  may  be  fiid,  that  the  honed  dif- 
lenting  inhabitants,  who  fiire  well  in  this  country, 
or  poffifs  any  confiderable  cdatcs,  ought  not  to  be 
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prefumed  to  fall  into  fuch  feditious  thoughts,  {o  Seeing  it 
dcfl:ru<5live  to  thcmfclves  and  the  country,  fo  \ongy"^^ ^°^ 
as  they  are  not  imbitrered  by  perfecution  -,  but  ow^^JJ^ 
the  contrary  will  be  obliged  by  fuch  liberty,  eafy  ^h/c^er  tu- 
and  moderate  government,  to  fhew  their  gratitude  muhs, 
to  lb  good  a  magiftracy.     Wherefore  the  rafcaily  V.Thuan. 
people,  or  thofe  of  mean  eilates,  and  ambitious  p. ^^x^,^"  , 
and  feditious  inhabitants,  would  b?  deprived  of  all  Regeni. 
adherents,  whom  otherwife  under  the  cloak  of  re- 
ligion they  might  the  more  eafily  gain  to  carry  on 
their  ill  defigns. 

And  moreover  it  is  well  known  to  all  prudent  7-^,^  heads 
men,  that  fuch   perfons  as  feek  after  fovereignty,  ofthefedi- 
do  ufually  favour   feditious  preachers,  and  zealou'. '"'"'^^  ^^'^^ 
devotees,  that  by  the  help  of  thofe  tumultuous  fpi-  7^  of  t  e 
fits  they  may  arrive  at  that  dignity  •,  and  yet  no  .^^^^  ^ƒ 
fooncr  do  they  acquire  th:it  fovereign  power,  h'di  preachers, 
jprefently  they  are  fenfible  how  unfit  tliofe  ftubborn  as  the  cat's 
and  imprudent  devotees  and  feditious  preachers  are^'^'^* 
to  be  made  ufe  of  in  magiftracy  or  government •♦, 
infomuch  that  they  then  ufe  to  defert  them,  and  in 
lieu  of  preferring  and  inriching  them,  ufe  to  pu- 
nifli  them  for  their  fedition. 

Hereof  we  have  lately  had  very  remarkable  ex- 
amples in  France^  when  King  Henry  IV.  had  fo 
long  favoured  the  preachers  and  people  of  the 
reformed  religion  (there  called  Hugenots)  as  he 
needed  them,  and  then  abandoned  and  curb'd  them 
as  he  faw  fit :  fo  that  now  among  their  ofi^spring 
we  may  fee  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  Hugenots  in 
that  country.  And  later  than  that  we  have  feen  the 
like  in  England,  where  Oliver  Cromwell  having 
craftily  made  ufe  of,  firft  of  the  Presbyterians^  and 
then  of  the  Independant  preachers,  and  thofe  of 
their  party  to  favour  him,  ana  by  their  mukitude 
to  gain  the  proteólorfliip,  yet  afterwards  wholly 
forfook  them,  and  often  punifhed  them  feverely. 

Y  And        . 
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And  that  prince  William  the  elder  would  have 
taken  the  fame  courfe,  appears  clearly  by  our  hi- 
ftories,  which  teftify  that  the  reformed  preachers, 
who  in  the  beginning  of  thofe  tumults  were  very 
kind  to  him,  afterwards,  when  he  was  arrived  at 
his  highelt  pitch  of  grandeur,  they  hated  and  fpoke 
injurioufly  of  him,  becaufe  he  was  not  kind  enough 
to  them,  and  gave  more  liberty  to  thofe  of  diffe- 
rent perfwafions  in  the  fervice  of  God  than  was 
pleafing  to  them  *,  and  things  went  fo  far,  that  the 
principal  and  moft  refined  of  the  reformed  preachers 
did  in  their  pulpits  openly  exclaim  againft  him  for 
an  atheiji^  and  ungodly  perfon :  and  therefore  in  the 
year  1580,  hfe  found  himfelf  conftrained  to 
move  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  Zealand  to 
make  good  and  found  laws  about  church-govern- 
ment, declaring,  that  unlefs  fome  good  order  were 
taken  about  the  fame,  the  reformed  religion,  and 
the  country  too,  would  fall  to  ruin.  And  accord- 
ingly they  proceeded  fo  far  with  thefe  fpiritual 
laws,  that  we  may  truly  fay,  the  only  reafon  why 
they  remained  imperfed,  was  the  fudden  death  of 
the  faid  prince.  In  the  mean  time  he  could  very 
hardly  maintain  his  power  againft  thofe  ecclefia- 
fticks,  and  kept  it  up  only  by  his  numerous  adhe- 
rents, whom  he  acquired  by  his  great  moderation  as 
aforefaid  towards  the  other  inhabitants  that  were  of 
different  judgments  and  opinions.  And  this  aver- 
fion  of  the  reformed  preachers  and  zealots  towards 
prince  William  went  fo  far,  that  for  that  reafon 
they  greatly  affefted  the  earl  of  Leicejierj  and  ha- 
ted his  fon  Maurice  whom  he  left  behind  him,  and 
became  ftadtholder  of  Holland  and  Zealand^  &c. 
till  he  and  the  moft  refined  of  the  miniftry  were 
afterwards  reconciled  and  united,  and  at  laft  collu- 
ded together  abour  the  political  government  and 
church-fervice  in  thofe  fad  unfcttled  years  of  j  61 8, 
and  1 619.  •  Wherefore  ic  is  not  to  be  believed 
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that  the  Javvful  authority  of  this  republiek  being 
now  delivered  from  a  fingle  perfon  that  aimed  ac 
the  fovereigniy,  will  give  much  countenance  to  the 
mod  politick  and  chief  churchmen,  or  that  a  tole- 
^'*racion  of  religions  would  eafily  give  occafion  of  an 
•uproar  here. 

But  if  any  fhould  conceive  that  the  papifts,  ^ho  Prudent 
are  the  ftrongeil  feel  in  number,  order,  and  com-  toleration 
bination  (as  having  the  pope  for  their  chief  head,  °U^  ^^f^. 
and  others  their  fpiritual  heads  amongll:  them,  and^/(,„  i^ 
-tfceing  generally  inclined  to  our  powerful  neighbour  Holland, 
'the  king  of  Spain^  who  formerly  was  lord  of  this  "^-«//^  «<?' 
country)  might  be  able,  in  cafe  they  had  more  li-  J   /''"" 
iJ^berty  to  exercife  their  religion,  to  fubvert  fo  mild  ^^^  ^^^.-i 
'  a  government,  and  pofTels  it  themfelves.     \n -^u- govcm- 

fwer  hereunto  it  may  truly  be  faid,  that  the  Roman  fnent. 
i!'Catholicks  in  their  religion  are  governed  in  a  mo- 
'  narchical  manner,  and  confequently  where  they  are 
fupreme,  fuffer  no  other  feóts ;  fo  that  in  fuch  a 
cafe  all  other  diflenting  inhabitants  of  our  land 
would  join  with  the  rulers  of  our  republicks,  where- 
by more  than  _f  parts  of  the  faid  inhabitants  would 
adhere  to  the  lawful  civil  power,  to  quell  thofe  fe- 
ditious  perfons  at  their  firft  rifing. 

But  in  cafe  of  compulfion  there  might  follow  a  2ut  coer- 
concurrence  in  points  of  faith  among  the  inhabi-  don  in  re- 
tants  i  it  were  fit  then  to  be  confidered,  whether  Hgion 
when  this  difference  in  matters  of  religion  ceaf;d,  '^°^^fj^^^^^ 
the  churchmen  who  have  their  office  during  \\'iQ^K°jy"^ 
and  not  for  fome  few  years,  by  their  fer "uns  to 
their  hearers,  who  for  the  moft  part  fuppofe,  they 
hear  nothing  but  god's  word  out  of  the  niinifters 
. -mouths,  and  therefore  believe  they  obey  God  when 
yf-they  obey  the  minifters ;  and  alfo  on  the  other 
fide,  when  the  obey  political. commands  and  laws, 
they  obey-' men  only:  1  fay,  it  ought  well  to  be 
confidered,-  whether  in  a  (hort  time  they  mighc 
no:  acquire  a  greater  number  of  followers  or  adhe- 
Y  2  rents 
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rents  when  they  give  themfelves  out  for  God's  am- 
bafiadors,  and  teach  men  that  fcriptural  faying, 
That  we  muji  rather  obey  god  and  his  emhajjadors 
than  man  •,  and  this  out  of  a  corrupt  felf-love,  and 
natural  ambition  ;  and  fo  find  it  good  corruptly 
and  impioufly  to  inftruól  their  auditors,  thereby  to 
magnify  themfelves  as  it  hath  oft  happened,  and 
may  again  happen  ;  and  whether  their  adherents 
might  not  confequently  make  fuch  ambitious 
churchmen  fo  powerful,  as  to  caufe  the  civil  go- 
vernors, who  exercife  the  magiftracy  here  but  for  a 
fhort  time,  to  truckle  under  them. 

We  have  examples  of  the  primitive  times,  that 
the  fpiritual  perfons  of  thofe  days,  having  firft  con- 
verted the  Roman  emperors  to  chriftianity,  and  by 
degrees  brought  under  the  heathen  oppofers  more 
by  that  political  power,  than  by  a  holy  life,  and 
ftrong  reafons,  did  afterwards  make  ufe  of  their 
fcrmons  to  aggrandize  their  acquired  ecclefiaftical 
power  to  the  detriment  of  the  civil  authority,  by 
erefting  an  hierarchy,  or  church-power  independent 
from  the  political,  fuch  as  is  now  under  the  papacy. 

From  this  ambition  of  churchmen  the  proverb 
rofe,  *  that  the  clergy  always  tear  and  hate  the  fu- 
preme  authority  ;  or  to  vary  the  phrafe,  it  hath  been 
an  old  game  •,  my  nunkle  is  ever  plucking  my  lord's 
ftaff  out  of  his  hand,  not  only  to  evade  being  beat 
therewith  himfelf,  but  alfo  to  beat  others  and  make 
them  fubmit  to  him. 

This  is  alfo  confirmed  by  Otto  Frifingenfis,  tho* 
a  Romijh  hifhop,  who  faid,  that  the  empire,  by 
reafon  of  its  love  to  religion,  impaired  itfelf,  yea 
v/as  exhaufted ;  and  that  it  had  fj  aggrandized  the 
church,  that  it  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  fpiri- 
tual, but  alio  of  the  temporal  fw^ord,  v/hich  evident- 
ly belongs  to  the  empire  •,  adding  thereunto  very 
ingenioufly :  *'  And  altho'  it  be  above  our  power  to 
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"  treat  hereof,  fo  as  to  give  fentence,  yet  methinks 
"  the  clergy  are  very  blame-worthy  who  endeavour 
"  to  injure  the  ftate,  viz.  the  German  or  Romifh 
"  empire,  v^ith  a  fword  which  they  have  acquired 
"  of  the  rulers,  and  by  the  favour  of  the  emperors  y 
*'  unlefs  they  will  herein  imitate  David^  who,  when 
"  he  had  felled  the  Fhiliftine  by  the  fpirit  of  God, 
*'  cut  of  GoUah\  head  with  his  own  fword." 

But  the  truth  is,  if  you  pleafe  to  enquire  diligent-  r^/-  , 
]y  into  the  reafons  of  thefe  broils  and  jealoufies,  be-  ^/^^^  „^^ 
tween  the  fovereign  rulers  and  magiftrates  on  Khz  proceed 
one  fide,  and  the  clergy  on  the  other,  we  fhall  find, /'"'■"  «« 
that  tho'  the  imprudence  and  ignorance  of  the  rulers,  ^'^y/^P' 
and  their  love  to  the  clergy,  might  at  firfi:  hdve  con-     ',.^/ /^^^^ 
tributed  fomewhat  towards  it,  yet  that  ignorance  w«?/ /;•«//- 
and  favour  was  not  fo  great  for  a  long  feafon  after  (y- 
their  firfl:  converfion  to  chrifliianity,  as  to  effeól  it. 
And  as  to  the  clergy's  felf-love  and  ambition,  we 
fhall  find  that  they  are  not  defefts  peculiar  to  the 
clergy  only,  but  common  to  all  mankind. 

So  that  they  that  will  enquire  into  thecaufes  why 
of  late  times  there  have  been  more  difTentions  and 
enmity  between  the  civil  rulers    and  the  publiek 
teachers  of  chriftianity  than    before,  during  hea-  ^^^[^^^■'^^ 
ihenifm  and  judaifm,  mull  obferve,  that  heathenifm  ]Q^s\ale 
and  judaifm  confided  moftly  in  facrinces,  without  „ot  caufed 
publiek  fermons  and  common-prayers,    and  muchyó  vianyfe- 
more  convocations ;  and  that  thofe  facrifices,   for  ^^^['^"^  ^- 
divers  things  not  happening;  daily  nor  weekly,  buti^'/    ^^^ 
once  a-year,    or  kldom,    required  10  little  time,  cbrijitan 
that  among  the  Heathens,  the  kings,  burgo-mafters, />/-/^j. 
and  principal  field-officers,  whether  all  together  or  77^^^^^, 
fuccelTively,    might    officiate  as   eafily  as   priefts.  them  leaji^ 
Wherefore  as  no  reafon  can  be  given,  why  one  per-  l>ecauje 
fon  vefled  Vv^ith  thofc  two  offices,  fhould  be  fediti-  '^^^'  "■^^'^ 
ous  to  magnify  his  fervice  in  the  church,  by  dimi-  'Zgach, 
nifhing  that  to  the  flate  -,  fo  we  cannot  fee  how  thofe 
heathen  priefts,  being  diverted  of  all  fecular  power, 
Y  3  could 
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could  have  caufed  infurredlions,  without  being  im- 
mediately fuppreffed  by  the  fupreme  power. 
^/.^Jewilh      We  ought  likewife  ftridly  to  obferve,  that  the 
friepmoreJewiJJo  high-priefts  became  luch  partly  by  birth, 
óecauje      ,,pj  -i^.j.  {^y  virtue  of  that  o.?^ce  in  the  time  of/ne 
treach'd     Ifr^^^Ht'i'l^  f^'ce  government,  they  mght  be  cliöfen 
fimetmes.  the  fecond,  and  in  the  time  of  the  kings,  thé'fir0: 
See  Schi-   P^''^^"  ^^  preHdent  of  the  fupreme  court  of  gbvern- 
kard  s  Jus  mcnt  and  juftice  called  the  Sanhedrim  j  and  befrdes, 
Reg.  Heb.  they  had  ail  the  priefts  and  the  whole  tribe  dUutvi 
t'  i°'       to  follow  them,  Vv'hereby  they  had  great  opportu- 
nities to  alter  the  political  ftate  after  their  own  plea- 
fure,  when  they  could  acquire  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing gifted  with  the  fpirit  of  prophefy,  and  be  fuf- 
fered  to  prophefy  publickly  before  the  people.    So 
that  indeed  there  were   alfo  many  tumults    ^nd 
changes  that  happened  in  the  ftate  when  fome  im- 
pious priefts,  and  falfe  prophets  abufed  the  power 
of  the  church  to  make  themfelves  great.     But  in  re- 
gard neverthelefs  that  the  ordinary  Jewijh  worfiiip 
confifted  in  facrihces,  and  that  the  high-priefts  were 
Ibid  t>  8  '^^^  always  chofen  members  of  the  Sanhedrim,  or 
9,  10.     '  did  not  get  the  opportunity  of  prophefying  before 
the  people,  they  could  not  therefore  put  their  pro- 
jeds  in   execution  to   the  prejudice  of  the  civil 
'Ue  Chri-^  powei,  and  advantage  of  the  prieftly  ftate. 
chers^mo^     But  it  is  Very  obfervable  on  the  other  fide,that  the 
cf  aU,  by  chriftian  worfhip  doth  moftly  confift  in  a  verbal 
their  f er-   application  to  God,   by  fuch  as  are  no  civil  or 
mons  and  armed  teachers,  and  in  their  fermons  apply  them- 
frajers.      ^-gjygg  [q  ^  great  afiembly  of  people.     Which  ad- 
miniftration,  confidering  its  weight,  and  conftant 
preparation  by  ftudy  and  employment,  takes  up 
the  whole  man,  and  the  abufe  hereof  may  be  very 
mifchievous  to  the  civil  magiftrate.     The  higher 
powers  have  therefore  appointed  particular  perfons 
to  exercife  the  civil  and  military  offices,  and  others 
to  take  the  charge  of  the  worfhip  of  God  in  manner 

aforefaid. 
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aforefaid,  and  to  abftain  from  all  fecular  tm^\oy-See  the  iz 
merits ;  fo  that  it  neceflarily  followed  hence,  that  \^fi>f  titles 
all  thofe  places  where  fuch  publiek  teachers  and  their  ^^^  ''jg  ^' 
hearers  were  of  the  fame  mind  or  belief,  thofe  Novell,  of 
preachers  have  had  a  great  power  and  influence  to  Juftinian, 
quiet  or  difquiet  the  minds  of  the  fubje<5t.  and  the 

80  that  rulers  (feeing  how  the  preachers  influenced  ^f"J„lofthe 
the  people)  were  compelled  to  favour  them  in  tu-  emperor 
mulcuous  times,  if  they  would  be  obeyed  by  their  Leo. 
fubjefts,  who  will  in  fuch  times  be  more  moved  by  j^^j^^  ^;. 
the  admonition  of  the  preachers,  than  by  the  con\- n<jays  able 
mands  of  tlic  civil  magiftrare.  For  tho'  rulers  might '»  irritate 
cafily  perceive   that  this  increafe  of  ecclefiaftical  °'j  "PP^^J"' 
power  will  be  very  prejudicial  in  future  times  to  their  ^^^^ 
fuccefTors,  yet  they  chufe  to  enjoy  the  prefent  be- 
nefit, to  keep  up  their  own  grandeur,  and  hereby 
many  times  great,  civil  or  military  officers  have  at- 
tempted to  obtain  the  fupreme  power. 

So  that  it  is  not  (trange  if  preachers,  being  fen-  j^jpedalh 
fible  of  their  own  ftrengih  in  countries  where  there  ,„  coun- 
are  no  dilfenters  from  them,  have  always  oppofed  ^^w-Tu^^^r 
the  crown  ;  and  yet  by  reafon  of  their  weaknefs  in  thefuhjeas 
the  government,  their  exclufion  from  civil  employ-  ^^L/^^^""^ 
ment,  and  their  being  unarmed,  they  have  \^2,x^\^  and^dkh 
attained  their  ends,  but  have  been  able  continually  is  monar- 
to  raife  tumults  and  diflfenfion.     And  tho'  fince  the ^''^'^'^''^>'^^- 
reformation,  the  cJergy  in  the  German  and  SwitT^er'"""^  * 
republicks  have  not  by  their  fermons,  and  the  una- 
nimity of  the  inhabitants  in  matters  of  faith,  been 
able  hiiherto  to  over-top  or  equal  the  civil  power 
of  the  numerous  free  rulers,  great  councils,  i^c.  yet 
I  conceive,   that  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  unanimous  fenti- 
ment  of  the  inhabitants  in  th.e  cities  of  Holland,  our 
fmali  number  of  magifl:rates  or  city-councils  could 
not  be  able  to  keep  their  yearly  magillracy  without 
prejudice  by  thofe  preachers.     For  every  one  would 
clearly  difcern  that  the  party  who  adhere  to  the 
clergy  do  far  exceed  the  civil  magiftrates  adherents, 
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IFhy  the  in  natural  ftrength  •,  fo  that  fuch  preachers  would 
fameabo've  ^^^^  always  be  kept  under  by  mercenary  foldiers: 
IkhJhould'^^^^'^^'^^'^^  ^^1  ^"^  thofe  of  their  church-councils 
be  feared  could  Hcver  have  iin  opportuaity  of  withdrawing 
in  Plol- ,  themfelves  from  under  the  civil  power, 
land.  ^j^j  feeing  the  preachers  and  their  adherents  by 

fuch  by  opportunities,  are  daily  capable  of  putting 
their  ill  dehgns  in  praftice  when  they  pleafe ;  we 
are  therefore  to  exped  that  all  preachers  will  not 
keep  within   their  due  bounds,  but  that  many  of 
^ee  that     them  in  feditious  times  will  extend  their  lesal  and 
TTl       ^^"^^'^^^  employment  under  pretence  of  their  ecclefi- 
Antift.   '  aftical  power,  to  the  chief  or  Ibvcreign  command 
Conft.  de  'm  the  aJttairs  of  the  church,  and  to  an  impudent 
Jure  Ec-   boldnels  of  expounding  in  the  pulpit  all  political  afts 
cleiiaftico-  Qj.  j^^yg^  under  the  pretext  of  God's  ^7ord,  and  fo 
iedióó-"  ^°  ^^y  whatever  they  have  a  mind  to  :  unlefs  we  had 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  reformed  preachers  pre- 
Trcachers  tending  to  a  revelation  and  fpecial  afiiftance  of  God's 
<ire  but     fpipij^  oj.  j^  fpecial  godly  call  to  the  miniftry,  and 
W/  as     accordingly  being  fufficiently  qualified  to  that  fer- 
iothers.       vice,  confilling  in  an  extraordinary  holinefs  and  obe- 
dient reverence  towards  God,  and  their  lawful  ma- 
giflracy,  are  not  fo  fubjeót  to  ambition  and  cove- 
toufnefs  as  other  clergymen  are. 

But  God  amend  it,  fiys  our  proverb,  minifters 
are  no  faints,  and  therefore  the  fame  temptations 
that  enfnare  others,  miflead  them  too,  which  hath 
often  appeared  in  thefe  countries,  formerly,  and 
fince  the  reformation,  by  frequent  political  correc- 
tions and  banifhments  of  preachers  from  cities  for 
their  offenfive  fermons  and  prayers ;  and  every  one 
Hill  remembers  what  happened  about  the  fame  in 
our  times  at  Amflerdam^  Utrecht^  Delft,  Goude,  the 
Hague,  &c.  And  tho'  thofe  that  are  good  preach- 
ers (hould  not  be  opprefled  for  the  faid  defcds, 
weaknefTes  and  ambition,  yet  it  is  necelTary  that 
rulers  fo  govern  the  itate,  that  feditious  and  proud 

preachers 
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preachers  (hall  not  be  able  to  fubvert  the  republiek, 
and  ruin  the  profperity  of  the  land. 

And  therefore  we  may  prefume,  that  our  wife  free 
rulers  will  ever  continue  10  indulge  and  permit  the 
religious  aflemblies  of  diflenters,  hereby  to  invite 
over  continually  more  diflenting  people  into  Hol- 
land ;  and  will  plant  and  improve  the  reformed  re- 
ligion, not  by  compulfion  but  moderation,  and 
foft  means  among  their  good  dilTenting  inhabitants; 
and  that  they  will  always  preferve,  and  maintain 
in  like  manner  our  prefent  publiek  worfliip,  with- 
out eyer  admitting  of  an  epilcopal,  or  any  other 
coercive  fpiritual  authority. 

An  open  or  free  burgerfhip,  with  a  right  for  all  -^freehur'^ 
foreign  inhabitants  to  follow  their  employments,  be--^'^^ 
ing  added  to  liberty  of  confcience  in  matters  religi-  fr.ore  pood 
ous  ;  it  will  certainly  caufe  very  great  and  populous  than  harm 
cities,  and  incredible  many  conveniences  and  d^\- to  free  ru- 
vertifements  for  all  foreign  inhabitants :  fo  that  all  ^^''^'  ^f' 
civil  magiftraies  ought  for  that  reafon,  were  there  ^^^^^^ 
no  other,  to  endeavour  it ;  and  the  more  the  better,  fö«y^  po- 
if  we  obferve  that  in  fuch  lands  and  cities,  ofüces  p"^ous  d- 
Ó0  exceedingly  multiply,  and  are  made  profitable,  ^'^^• 
and  that  then  the  rulers  would  have  the  power  to  And  con fe- 
prefer  many,  if  not  all  their  friends  to  make  them  quemly 
to  live  in  credit  and  eafe.  many  offices 

Moreover,  in  fuch  lands  and  cities  there  will  he^J^^^S"^' 
found  naturally  among  the  inhabitants  diverfities  in  their 
religion,  nations,  tongues  and  occupations :.  fo  \.\\2X friends. 
there  would  be  no  occafions  miniftrcd  to   the  few  - 
ariftocratical  rulers  who  govern  our  republiek  and 
cities,  of  dividing  the  people  by  artificial,  and  often 
impious  defigns,   in  order  to  govern  them  :   for  by 
thefe  natural  divifions,   and  the  diverfity  of  the  peo-  And  thofe 
pies  occupations,  they  may  as  peaceably  and  fafely  rukrs'will 
govern  them,  as  in  the  open  country-,    for  in  the '''''^''"'^-^ 
great  cities  of  Holland^  and  other  cities  filled  with  ^e'^Jvl". 
foreign  inhabitants,  as  Amjler-dam,  Leyden^  Haerkm^  -vënment. 

&c. 
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Sec.  there  have  been  nothing  near  fo  many  feciitions 
againft  the  rulers,  as  in  other  countries,  ai.d  much 
lefs  and  worfe  peopled  cities,  unleis  when  they  have 
been  ftirred  up  ro  mutiny  or  feditio:]  by  a  fovereign 
head.     For  in  fuch  a  cafe,  'l  confcfs  that  no  coun- 
tries  or  cities,  great  or  fmal],  are  or  can  be  at  reft, 
and  without  uproars  of  the  fubjeds  agalnR  their 
rulers  and  magiftrates,   any  longer  than  fiich  a  head 
pleafeth  to  leave  fuch  lands  and  cities  m  peace. 
Andhehet-      Finally,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  rulers  of 
terjcnled  f^^h  populous  Open  countries  and  cities,  are  alfo 
feign         "^"^j^  better"  able  to  defend  them^y€:s^  againft  all 
fo^ver,      foreign  power,  whether  by  an  army  formed  of  their 
-own  inhabitants»  or  by  ftrengthcning  their  refpec- 
tive  cities  by  good  fori itications,  ard  r<:pelling  all 
enemies  from  their  walls.     And  feeing  on  the  other 
fide  the  rulers  of  Holland  mil  not  be  advantaged 
by  a  burgerlhip  that  excludes  all  foreigners,  \ye 
may  therefore  believe  that  they  will  eafily  approve 
of  it. 
SeleaCom-     As  to  focieties  or  companies  ereded  by  patents, 
/.aK/Vi,&c.  halls  and  guilds,  upon  manufaftures,  trades,  fi(ïi- 
Zlefil^   ^'^^^'  commerce  and  navigation  i    it  is  certain  that 
rhahiiants,  ^^^  ^^»^c''S»  gpVGi'nors,  and  mafters  of  guilds,  having 
drefveiy^    power  at  their  pleafure,  or  certain  times  and  places, 
prejudicial  to  Call  affemblies,  and  by  a  general  intereft  having 
^{7^^"*'  ^"  .""j'^^'^  number  of  dependents,    members  and 
their  followers,  whether  of  mariners,  foldiers,  clo- 
yiecaufe     thlers  •,  and  brethren  of  the  guild  or  workmen  may 
7luf7ui    ^^.^^  fair  opportunities  by  fedition  to  difplace  a  few 
roars.       ariftocratical  rulers,  and  put  themfelves  into  their 
places,  as  hath   been   in  all  Net  her  land  jff3  cities, 
where  heretofore  fuch    halls  and  guilds  have  been 
ereded,  viz.Ghent,  Bruges^    Iper^  Loven,  Antwerp^ 
Tiorty  Liege.,  wherein  there  were  many  tumults  pro- 
ceeding from  that  caufe. 

And  tho*  hitherto  there  hath  arifen  no  feditious 
commotion  of  note  from  the  patent  coxnpanics,yet  ic 
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is  :;ertain  that  they  tend  only  to  ihe  adva^tag*"  o^Andlayths 
fome  very  few  perfons,  and  to  th:  d^iriaient  of  ail  ^'""""^■^  'f 

'  other  inhabitants  of  that  way  of  dealing  •,  and  hav-  °^'^  &°' 
ing  laid  the  roundation  or  one  government  within /„  ^^e/i-^r. 
another,  they  may  in  timeexpecft  from  thence,  efpe- 
cially  under  a  free  government,  more  commotions, 
unlefs  the  civil  rulers  be  fo  prudent  and  happy  as 
to  appoint  their  deputies  in  all  the  faid  aflemblies, 

I  who  will  not  feck  their  own  welfare  in  the  govern- 
ment by  fa6tion  or  combination,  but  by  a  praife- 
worthy  defire  after  the  welfare  of  their  native  coun- 
try, to  feek  the  common  good. 

So  that  if  on  the  other  hand  we  do  rightly  con- 
ceive that  the  rulers  of  the  Holland  cities,  by  ere<5l- 
ing  of  companies,  hnlls  and  guilds,  have  not  the 
profpeft  of  a  confiderable  benefit  to  arife  thereby  to 
themfelves ;  we  may  prefume  ro  fiy,  that  hereafter 
they  will  have  little  inclination  to  bar  the  freedom 
of  their  commonalty  by  new  grants,  and  confe- 
quently  that  the  old  grants  and  reftrivftions  which 
hereafter  fliall  be  prolonged  or  continued,  will  be 
in  fuch  a  plight,  that  they  cannot,  according  to  the 
proverb,  without  prejudice  to  the  nation,  be  eiiher 

-altered  or  annuled. 

Concerning  the  rates  of  convoy-money,  or  c\i{-  F>ee  rulers 

-'^^öms    upon  goods  exported  or  imported;  let  them  o»g^^t^(^f'^ 
be  laid  on  with  fuch  prudence  and  moderation,  that  '^^  '^"^^ 
they  may  be  calculated  purely  for  the  benefitof  our  ^.^y^^^^^^. 
manufiiólures,  fifheries,  traffick  and  navigation.    I  'voy  money 

'"■'have  already  (hewn  how  much  the  rulers  of //o//ö«^'^''^^/»'^«^ 
'are  concerned  in  the  fiolirifhing  of  thofe  particulars.  '^^"^"'^''• 

•  Wherefore  on  rhe  other  ^\dt  it  is  evident,  that  dur- 

'^ïftg  a  free  government  a  very  good  account  of  ail 
'  monies    received  ought  to  be  given,  and  that  the 
fame  ought  to  be  employed  for  the  clearing  of  the  Becaufc 
feas.     It  is  felf  evident,  that  the  rulers  cannot  en-  ^^o"  ^^y 
rich  themfelves  with  the  money  ifiuing  thence ;  and  "°^P"ff^« 
therefore  the  faid  rulers  of  the  Hell^.nd  cities  wiH  ''^^"■j 
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not  henceforth  be  inclin'd  to  charge  goods  with 
fuch    high   and    prejudicial    rates,    but   rather   in 
procefs  of  time  to  favour  the  merchants  in  that 
])articular  ;  and  that  the  feas  be  cleared   by  fuch 
moneys  as  are  the  publiek  revenue  of  the  land,raifed 
of  all  the  inhabitants  as  fuch,  and  to  defend  the 
merchant  from  opprefiion  by  fea. 
Courts  of       Moreover,  from  what  is  faid  before  it  may  be 
J^'a/I      fihly    inferred,    that   fuch   interefted    free    rulers 
better  re-   Aiould  incline  to  enafb  good  orders  and  laws,  and 
gidatedby  fo  to  frame  jultice,    that   there  may  be  quicker 
republiek    difpatch  made,  and  better. juftice  done,  and  that 
^^y->^^-  knavifh  bankrupts  be   punifhed   and    the   honefl: 
'^tmltn  ^^   merchants  protected  in  their  right :  for  the  civil 
their o^n   rulcis   by  encreafing  the  number   of  fubordinate 
adofantage  juJges  and  counfellors,  may  be  able  to  bellow  on 
their  beft  friends  more  honourable  and  profitable 
employments,  and  by  that  means  the  better  fettle 
themfelves   in   the   government    and    magiftracy. 
"Whereas  by  the  contrary,  fuch  judges  will  rather 
be  prejudiced  than  advantaged  by  bribes,  and  the 
favour  or  disfavour  of  the  rulers,  becaufe  pofTibly 
they  would  not  give  fo  much  money  on  that  fcore 
as  others  would. 
Theyjhotdd      ^^^  ^^  colonies,  it  is  evident  that  the  rulers  of 
ereanenv   fcpublicks  do  not  pay  out  of  their  own  purfes  the 
<-o/?«/Vj/ör  expence   of  erefling  and  protefting  ihem   from' 
the  fame     o^-^ard  violence  i  but  it  is  paid  out  of  the  publiek 
^eetjon.       j-j-^^iyj-y^  2iK\A  in  the   mean  while  they  would  reap 
this  benefit  for ,  their  indigent  relations  to   fend 
them  to  fuch  colonies,  when  they  are  not  able  to 
prefer  them  all  in  Holland :  and  the  like  might  be 
done  with  many  other  inhabitants  that  are  ambi-' 
tious   of  government,    or   publiek   imployment  •,' 
and  the  faid  colonies  would  in  no  other  regard  be 
hurtful  to  the  republican   rulers.     So  that   fince 
thofe  colonies  would  be  fo  generally  profitable  for 
the  land,  and  inhabitants  of  Holland^  as  is  hereto- 
fore 
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fore  defcribed,  we  are  then  rationally  to  expe<5t 
that  they  will  be  erefted  by  our  rulers. 

As  to  the  clearing  of  the  feas  againft:  enemies  jnd  the 
and  piccaroons  ;  it  is  certain  that  during  a  free  vt-fi^^  o^g^f 
publican  government,    the    treafure   requifite   {qx*°^^^^P^ 
building  and  fetting  forth  of  fhips,  proceeds  not  out  "^J^^tf/^^ 
of  the  rulers  purfes  ;  and  that  they  and  their  friends  enemies. 
that  trade  at  fea,  being  as  liable  as  other  inhabitants 
to  lofe  their  goods    by   fuch  enemies,    and  that 
this   may  be  prevented  without  putting  them  to 
any  charge,  we  may  likewife  expeél  the  fame  of 
them.     And  that  the  fea   may  with  honour  and 
fafety  for  the  ftate  be  cleared  by  the  free  rulers, 
cannot  be  denied.     For  tho*  the  admiral  of  a  fleer  ^'ithojit 
going  to  fea  without  a  fufficient  frrength,  Ihould  P^'j"^'^/*" 
lofe  the  faid  fleet  to  the  enemies  of  the  ilate,  and  ^^.^lers^'^ 
thereby  might  exceedingly  mifchieve  our  repub- 
liek, yet  would  it  not  totally  bereave  us  of  our 
liberty,    nor  Ihould   it   be    diffolved    by   fuch    a 
treachery  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  our  republiek  has 
ever  been  able  to  be  recruited,  and  has  ofc-times 
been    reinforced  by  our  land  forces,   when  they 
have    been    intrufted    to    captain-generals  ;    and 
even  when   they  have  thought    fit   to   ufe    their 
llrength  to  conquer  xhe  cities  of  Holland^  and  to 
feize  their  deputies  v/hen  they  were  affembled  by 
fummons.     And    therefore  fince  the    free    rulers 
will  not  incline    to  carry    on  an    offcnfive   war, 
and  confequently  to  fend  a  chargeable  army  into 
the  field  to  take  cities  from  our  neighbours  ;  it  is 
not  credible  that  the  faid  convoy-monies  paid   for 
clearing  the  feas,  will  be  taken  from  the  admiral- 
ties,   to    make   therewith    any    needlels  and   yet 
chargeable    conquefts  by  land,  and  in  the  mean 
while  to  abandon  our  inhabitants,  or  their  goods, 
to  the  depredations  of  the  fea-robbers. 

Laftly,  it  is  certain  that  the  rulers  o^  Holland, 
:ind  all  their  trafficking  fubjeóts  would  fare  much 

better 
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The  free     better  in  times  of  peace  than  in  war,  becaufe  then 
Holland    j-j^gy  vvould  be  reverenced  and  obeyed  by  them  with- 
*ou"ht  ef-    ^"^  ^"y  oppofition.     And  befides,  our  city  magi- 
feciallyto  ftrates  cannot   receive  any  conliderable  profit  by 
aim  at       war,  either  by  land  or  fea,  but  mud  bear  all  new 
feace.        burdens  and  taxss  thereby  arifing,  as  well  as  the 
other  inhabitants,  and  cannot  be  freed   from  the 
fame,  as  the  late  heads  of  our  republiek  were.     It 
is  evident  the  fold iery,  and  their  officers,  who  are 
for   monarchical  government,    and  an  illuflrious 
general  ad  vitam,  would  not  ufe  their  due  and  ftre- 
nuous  endeavours  to  perform  the  commands  and 
counfels  of  the  republiek,  or  thofe  that  are  in  au- 
thority for  the  (late :  fo  that  the  rulers   of  the  re- 
Becaufe     publick  of  Holland^  in  cafe  of  an  unfuccefsful  war, 
theyas^vell  would  foon  fec  their  refpe£l  from  the  fubjeft  dimi- 
as  the  com- ^-^^^^^  and  be  every  way  afperfed   by  the  fottifli 
^•^^^^'^J^  ill-natur*d  rabble,  who  always  judge  of  things  by 
bear  all    the  fucccls,  and  ever  hate,  and  are   ready  to  im- 
theburdem  peach  the  ariftocratical   rulers  of  their  republiek  ; 
ofanuary  with  whom  fonie  lavifh,  ambitious  and  debauched 
people,  whether  rulers  or  fubjeds,  might  join  them- 
felves  to  llir  up  fedicion,  and  under  pretence  of  be- 
ing of  the  prince's  or  captain-general's  faftion,  turn 
this  republiek  into  a  monarchy,  in  hope  of  attain- 
ing the  molt  eminent  and  profitable  employments 
under  the  monarcli. 

And  above  all,  the  prefent  free  governours  would 
be  liable  to  that  hazard  in  cafe  they  fhould  make 
And  of  a    ufe  of  fuch  a  field  general  in  their  wars  by  land, 
captain  ge-  whofe  anccftors  have  had  the  fame  truft  repofcd  in 
neral,       jj^gj^  ^  t^^^  \}[\^v>^  whether  in  good  or  bad  fucceffes, 
thofe  few  cicizcns  that  rule  in  Holland  during  life, 
and  ferve  in  the  magi  ll racy  but   a  year   or  two, 
would  foon   find  that  none  amongft  them  would 
dare  to  to  tie  the  bell  about  the  cat's  neck,  to  dif- 
charge  fuch  a  captain -general  with  fo  many  depen- 
dents and  adherents,  when  they  have   no   further 

need 
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need  of  his  fervice,  or  to  punifh  him  when  he  de- 
ferved  it,  whether  by  difobedience,  correfpondency 
with  the  enemy,  or  any  attempt  againft  the  free 
government,  even  tho'  an  open  endeavour  to  gafn 
the  fovereignty  ;  fo  that  thereby  alone  our  repub- 
liek would  be  really  changed  into  a  monarchy. 

And  moreover,  fuppofe  we  fhould  chufc  a  meaner  Tea  he 
perfon  to  be  our  cape,  general,  and  give  him  the'^"'^''^^''' 
command  of  the  whole  troops  of  this  Itate,  arid  that  ^^'^'j^^/^'" 
but  for  a  (hort  time,  yet  it  is  evident  that  the  rulers  common 
OÏ  Holland  would  put  themfelvesin  great  danger  oï  field  officer. 
being  overmaftered  by  that  captain-general,  as  by 
innumerable  examples  which  happened  here  and  in 
other  countries  may  be  perceived  ;  unlefs  men  could 
make  the  dull  Hollanders  to  believe  that  God  hath 
indued  them  with  two  miraculous  privileges  above  all 
other  people  in  the  world  :  the   lirft  is,  that  they 
fhall  never  chufe  any  captain-general  but  out  of  fuch 
excellent  and  blefled  families,  that  tho'  they  could, 
yet  differing  from  all  other  men,  they  would  not 
rather  chufe   to  be  lords  than  fcrvants ;  and  that  Unlefs  God 
therefore  that  ambition  that  is  natural  to  all  men,  ^w/Wca«- 
even  to  their  very  graves,  fliould  find  no  place  in  tinually  ^ 
him  during   his  whole  life.     And  the   fecond    is,  ''^°2s"'Jjr 
that  the /^ö//«Wi?rj  having  at  firft,  whether  volun-^^^^^j^^^^-y^ 
tarily  or  inadvertendy,  and  after  that  by  fucceffion 
or  conftraint,  placed  over  themfelves  a  monarch  in 
jieri^  that  then  God  from  heaven  will  fnatch  away 
,:  .fuch  a  monaach  fuddenly,  and  by  an  unexpeded 
judgment  deliver  a  people  from   flavery,  who  are 
fo  unworthy  of  liberty,  as  indeed  hath  fometimes 
happened. 

But  it  would'be  curfed  divinity,  which   inftead 

of  forewarning  u.s,  that  if  we  love  the  danger,  and 

iiïwill  not  avoid  the  places  where  plagues  do  reign, 

>)we  fliall  find  our  certain  ruin  in  thofe  places;  and 

'^moreover  inl^ead  of  teaching  us  to  be  thankful  co 

God 
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God  for  that  great  and  undeferved  mercy,  Ihould 
continue  to  inftigate  us  to  feek  mercy  once  again, 
and  provoke  him  by  publiek  and  private  prayers, 
r^-nding  to  caufe  us  to  return  to  Egypt  out  of  that 
free  land  of  promife,  and  there  obftinately  to  pull 
down  upon  our  own  heads  a  heavy  yoke,  under 
which  our  forefathers  were  conftrained  to  groan, 
and  from  which  we  by  the  mercy  and  bleffing  of 
God  were  wonderfully  delivered. 
Repuhl'i'  And  concerning  alliances  with  foreign  princes 
can  rulers  ^^^^  potentates.  It  is  apparent  that  princes  have  not 
oug  tto      ^   much  intereft  in  the  welfare  of  their  fubiedls  as 

xke  go»a  -  ^  IT!  '1  1  'CA 


ma 


alliancas    in  a  rcpublick  ;  nor  is  there  that  wifdom  or  virtue 
luiih  fo-    in  a  monarchy,  as  in  a  free  government:  we  fhall 
reigners.   )^q^^  j-^^qj-^  ^^d  more  fliiiu  thofe  prejudicial  engage- 
ments. 
jjtid  to  fir-      And  as  touching  the  intereft  of  the  rulers  of  a  free 
tify  the  ci'  republiek,  or  of  kings  and  princes  about  fortifying 
ttesfuf.ct-  ^^^  frontiers  and  populous  cities,  as  alfo  about  exer- 
^roi/X"    cifing  the  commonalty  in  arms:  I  fuppofe  it  hath  a- 
ibem  nvith  bundantJy  been  fhewed  you  in  the  firft  chapter  of 
rtm:.        fi^jg  book,  that  it  is  only  to  beexpefted  of  rulers  of 
republicks,  but  not  at  all  from  kings  and  princes  ; 
fo  that  it  is  needlefs  to  fpeak  any  more  of  it  here» 

C  H  A  P.     II. 

Wherein  is  maturely  confidered  the  intereft  of 
the  monarchical  government  in  Holland  as 
to  all  the  foregoing  matters,  by  which  the 
commonalty  may  thrive  or  proffer, 

Monarchi-  T  Comc  now  to  enquire  whether  manufliftures, 
cal  go-  Jl^  fifhery,  trafHck,  or  fhipping,  and  all  the  means 
ZlouU^"he  before-mentioned,  that  are  neceffiry  or  ufeful  for 
^g,y  the  profperity  of  the  country,  would  be  well  ma- 
chargeahle  na.^Qd  and  hid  to  heart  by  monarchical  rulers  ;  or 


to  Holland  q^  [[^g  contrary  ne^L-ded  and  ruined  bv  them. 

l^y  its  court.  •'        ^ 


For 
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For  the  folution  of  this  queftion,  we  ought  to 
confider,  that  fo  fmall  a  country  producing  nothing 
of  its  own  for  which  foreigners  bring  money  into 
Holland  ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  being  charged 
with  all  the  natural  taxes  mentioned  in  the, third 
chapter  of  the  firfl:  part  of  this  book  ;  it  would  be 
farther  charged  by  a  monarchical  government,  whofe 
family  expences  would  yearly  confume  many  mil- 
lions. And  it  is  alfo  certain  that  the  good  inhabi- 
tants, out  of  whofe  purfes  thofe  fums  muft  be 
fqueezed,  would  moreoverat  the  fame  time  befub- 
jeft  to  all  manner  of  uncafineiïes,  which  necefiarily 
attends  a  monarchical  government,  and  are  ex- 
prcfl'^d  in  a  book  intirled,  The  Political  Ballance 
ofV.  H  with  many  circumffances,  fo  that  I  fnali 
be  but  üiort  in  relating  them  here. 

It  is  acknowledo-cd,  that  an    intellia!;cnt   prince  -^nJv-wuId 
will  by  all  means  endeavour  to  bring  the  great  cities      ,  "'^'''\ 
of  Holland  into  fuch  a  ftace  or  condition,  as  to  lord  ^„  „^.^at 
it  over  rhem  without  any  controul ;  and  at  the  beft  citiei. 
it  would  follow,  that  to  weaken  the  power  of  the 
old  rulers  and  natives,  fuch  a  fovereign  would,  as 
much  as  in  him  lay,  bring  in   new  upftarts  or  fo- 
reigners into  the    government ;  and  would   more- 
over  continually   favour  the  villages  and  fmaller 
cities,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  great  and  ft  rong  ones. 

And  feeinsT  neither  the  rulers  nor  inhabitants  of  ^'''^'^^^^ 
fuch  great  ciries  could  with  any  patience  look  upon  ^'^^"^'"_ 
their  own  ruin  :   He  will  therefore  fill  their  garrifons  ^^nig^ . 
with  foreign  troops  to  force  them  to  bear  it,  at  leaft 
fo  long  as  thofe  troops  are  too  ftrong  for  the  citi- 
zens.    And  fince  this  would  not  give  him  fufficienC 
"fatisfaébion,  and    would    befides    be   extraordinary 
'"chargeable,  he  would  therefore  force  fuch  populous 
cities  by  erefting  citadels  over  them. 

Thus   the  wife  and  abfolute  Spanipo  m.onarchs,  ^-^  «"^^ 
Ch.irles  the  fifth,  and  Philip  the  fecond,  knew  no  t'^'^'f-^'^' 
better  courle  to  make  thofe  great  and  trading  cities  nifh^?«j?*' 

A^  Oi  narchs. 
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of  Naples  and  Milan,  Antwerp  and  Gent  fubmit 
to  their  yoke,  than  by  forcing  them  with  citadels. 
Moreover  we  have  feen,  and  may  (till  fee  in  our 
own  days,  that  the  late  king  of  France  going  yet 
further,  and  following  the  maxims  of  the  famous 
cardinal  Richelieu,  he  intirely  difmantled  and  bereft 
of  all  ftrength  that  maritime  and  frontier  city  of 
Rochel.  And  upon  the  fame  motive  Letvis  the 
fourteenth,  in  the  year  1667,  having  taken  the  two 
trading  and  populous  cities  oï  Dor  nick  and  Rtjfel^ 
gave  command  immediately  to  overawe  and  curb 
them  with  caftles. 

So  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  city  of  Amjierdam 
in  the  year  1 57 1,  being  then  about  the  bignefs  of 
200  morgens  or  acres  of  land,  tho*  the  rulers  thereof 
were  no  lefs  faithful  to  the  king  than  other  zealous 
Roman  Catholicks  were,  gave  occafion  to  the  faid 
Philip  of  Spain  to  intend  to  build  a  citadel  there, 
becaufe  of  the  flourifhing  of  their  Eaftern  trade, 
their  populoufnefs,  and  formidable  greatnefs,  or 
apt  fituaiion  to  defend  itfelf  againft  all  foreign 
power:  but  the  king  was  moved  to  leav€  that  caftle 
unbuilt,  not  fo  much  by  the  Amfier dammers  offering 
him  two  hundred  thoufand  guilders  for  the  building 
of  the  caftle  at  Flujhing  which  was  then  begun,  as 
by  reafon  of  the  fudden  troubles  which  foon  after 
enfued,  with  the  lofs  of  the  Briel  and  Flujbing, 
when  he  had  no  more  ocQafion  for  the  Amjierdam- 
mers  favour.  And  therefore  'tis  not  improbable, 
that  our  la(t  captain  general  and  ftadtholder,  fol- 
lowing thele  maxims  of  fovereignty,  dcfigned  in 
the  year  1650  to  force  the  city  oï  Amjierdam^  which 
was  then  enlarg'd  to  600  morgens  or  acres  of  land 
in  circumference,  and  inhabited  by  three  hundred 
thoufand  fouls,  by  building  a  caftle  on  the  Vigen^ 
dam,  and  another  on  the  Voohüyk. 

But  it  very  feldom  happens  that  monarchs  and 
princes  do  rule  by  themfclves,  and   not  by  others  j 

there > 
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there   are  alfo     children,    weak-brain'd,    and  old  Guardians 
doting   perfons    that    bear    the  name  of  Ruler s.-^'^'^J'"^'^^* 
and  yet  in  effeft  muft  be  ruled  by  others ;  and  fuch  ^tLrs^^Tll 
monarchs  and  princes  that  are  in  the  flower  of  their  rip  and 
age,  take  greatefl:  pleafure  in  fulfilling  their  flefhly  drain  tht 
lufts:  fo  that  while  they  are  orphans,  and  old  men,  Z^^/^'- 
thofe  that  are  their  favourites  or  guardians,  whether 
women,    princes,  or  nobles,  and  fometimes  cour- 
tiers, whores  and  rogues,  who    minifter    fuel   for 
their  lord's  or   lady's  debauches  and   lufts,  and  fo 
gratify  their  delights  and  pleafures,  ufe  to  rule  all. 
And  therefore   it   is  reafonable  to   believe  that  all 
thefe  perfons,  whether  guardians  and  favourites,  or 
minions    and  courtiers,  that  for  fome  time  govern 
the  land  inftead  of  their  fovereign,  do  not  in   \\\:^^  As  is  fet 
time  wholly  forget  to  enrich  themfelves  and  \)^t\x  forth  in thf 
relations  by  all  imaginable  means,  and  many  times ^f^f"''^'? 
by  rapine  out  of  the  eftatesof  the  rich  trading  inha-  fcak^va'g 
bitants.     All  which  being  difcourfed  at  large  in  the  v.  h. 
Political  Ballance  of  V.  H.  I    fhall  not  hear  fpeak 
of  it  in  general,  but  go  over  in  particular,  and  ex- 
amine how  much  the  manutlidures,  fiftieries,  traf- 
fick,  and   navigation   of  Holland^  and   its  depen^- 
dences,  are  likely  to  be  prejudiced  or  improved  by 
a  monarchical  government. 

And  in  the  firft  place  I  conceive,  that  neither 
fuch  rulers  as  do  aftually,  govern,  whether  men  or 
women,  their  guardians,  favorites  or  courtiers, 
princeflfes  or  nobles,  will  regard  or  concern  them- 
felves in  the  leaft  for  the  manufadures,  fiflieries, 
trafficker  navigation, and  whatdepends upon  them: 
for  according  to  the  calculation  or  number  of  the 
few  families  of  the  courtiers,  compared  with  all 
thofe  of  Holland^  there  are  an  incredible  number  of 
both  honourable  and  profitable  employments  and  ■ 
benefices  belonging  to  the  government  ot  the  popu- 
lous countries,  and  great  trading  cities  i  and  thefe 
courtiers  would    make  them  much   more  beneficial 

Z  2  for 
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for  them  fel  ves  than  they  now  are,  under  pretence 
that  the  monarch's  revenues  would  thereby  be  im- 
proved.    Whereas  indeed,  when  all   the   revenues 
of  the  monarch  are  fumm*d  up,  the  bellowing  of 
juch  profitable,  yea  and  creditable  offices,  which 
may  always  be   made  profitable,  are   therein    in- 
cluded.    And  therefore  fuch   guardians,  favourites 
and  courtiers,  being  able  to  inrich  themfelves  and 
their  friends  after  this  manner,  none  will  be  fo  fot- 
Courtiers    tifh  as  to   feck  their  maintenance  by  an  uncertain 
nvtll  dr.ve  gain,  and  with  the  danger  of  lofing  all  in  that  ever 
no  tra  e.     laborious  and  anxious  way  of  merchandizing. 
If  they  But  fuppofing  that  the  fbvereign,  or  his  guar- 

vierchan-    dJans,    favourites,    courtiers,    and    their     relations 

^iTtothf  ^^"'^^   ^'^'^^  ^^^^''*  §^^"  ^y  manufactures,  fifheries, 
*;r/W/Vfc/'tr^ffick,  and  navigation,  or  what  depends  on  them, 
ethers.       they  would  then   make   fuch   orders  and  laws  by 
their  overfwaying  power,  or  would  manage   it  lb 
that  it  might  tend  to  their  own  benefit,  tho'  all  the 
other  tradinginhabitantsof //(?//i3;;ifliouldbe  thereby 
prejudic'd. 
Hollan-  And  befides  it  is  certain,  that  the  rich,  and  na- 

ders ha-     turally  clownifli  Hollanders^  would  not:  be  fo  apt 
-vingana-  ^^^  g^jj^  jj^g  Jq^^    2^^^^    favour  of  our  mouarchs^ 

''"^/- '"',     princes,  or  nobles,  by  courtly  fervices,  as  the  in- 

-jerjton  to     V  »       /  ■  r  c     x         t?  j 

court jiat-  Qigcrt  youngcr,  and  ingenious  ions  or  the   trench 
tererj,       and  EfigUfi)  gentry,  or  the  adjacent  beggarly  la- 
borious,    and    flavifh    Moffen^     or  Eajtlanders  ; 
who  being  accuftomed  to  accoft  their  lords    and 
gentry  with   great  humility,  and   many   flatteries, 
and   to   ferve  in  their  own   country,  are  ofc-times 
compelled  by  poverty  to  forfike  it  -,  and  then  by 
by  introducing  thofe  genteel  foreign  recreations,  and 
.-^  Dutch    dtb.aicheries,  as  well  as  their  fiavifli  manner  of  fer- 
/./7«f<rw/7/ vie  s,  they  endeavour  to  render  themfelves  accep- 
emer  en-     table  to  our  monarchs  :   while  on  the    other  fide  a 
tertainfo-  j^gnarch  or  prince  of  Holland  would   fooner  and 
^J'f "/y^^  g/- more  expccft,  that   fuch   indigent  ilrangers   (who 
Holland."  would 
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would  be  indebted  to  him  for  all  they  have  of  eftate 
and  office,  and  which  without  his  favour  they  could 
not  hold,  as  being  an  incroachment  upon  our  pri- 
vilegesj  Ihould  be  always  inclined  to  encreafe  the 
authority  of  the  monarch,  or  prince,  the'  to  the 
ruin  of  the  commonwealth. 

All  which  cannot  be  expefted  from  natives  who 
are  in  the  government  or  magiftracy  o;  the  land, 
and  are  generally  wealthy,  and  as  fuch  pretend  to 
a  right  to  the  fud  government  and  magiftracy, 
efpecially  when  their  parents  have  ferved  in  the  go- 
vernment. And  then  /:/ö///^;zi  will  be  continually 
ruled  and  f:^rved  by  foreigners  who  have  neither 
by  themfelves  nor  by  their  relations  ever  been  in 
any  meafure  concerned  in  the  profperity  or  decay  of 
the  manufactures,  fifherics,  traffick  and  navigation, 
and  their  dependencies:  fo  that  thofe  courtiers  would, 
and  muft  by  all  endeavours  feek  th'rmfclves,  tho* 
to  the  negledl,  yea  fubverfion  of  the  foundations 
of /7o//^;z<:/'s  profperity,  and  the  annihilation  of  the 
commonwealth  government-,  and  accordingly  we 
may  conclude,  tint  the  üme  would  certainly  hap-  chwrhgo- 

pen.  'verntnent 

As  for  the  liberty  of  religion,  or  toleration,  it  'isconjljlingof 
clear  that   under  a  monarchical  government,  it  is  ^^J^'^'"-^' 
not  'to  be  expefled  j  for  no  bijhop^  no  king^  is  ^^-^'f/J^^-ji 
common  maxim.     As  it  is  certainly  and  tvtv  vay'ofend mo- 
dangerous  for   kings,  their   minions  and   courtiers,  «^'•^'^^  «^ 
to  have  fubiefts,  that  under  pretence  of  rio;ht  will '1^^'^^'^^''^ 

,        /■  ,  •    r.  1  •    -1  •      1     •         freedom  of 

not  be  fubjtct  to   the   civil  government   m  being,-^.^/— ^_ 
but  affemble  to  order   matters  of  weight  by  majo- 6'^^  A.Con- 
rityof  votes:  fo  it  is  principally  hazardous  under  aftantesde 

monarchical  sovernment,   in   aifiirs   which  in  the-''^''*:.^      ' 
i-ucj  11  •  !••  1         iiathco- 

higneu  degree  concern  all  men,  viz.  religion,  where  ^^^^ 

the  ecclefialticks  who  oft  times  dare  undertake  to  Becaufe  a 

demonfirate  thattheir  fpiritaal  authority  is  deriv'd,  Z»-'"''^^ 

neither  from  the  higher,  nor  fabordinate  magiftracy  Y""/'/  "^ 

of  the  land,  would    foon  under  pretext  of  fuch  ^  foÓr'Lm 

Z  3  holy' afivilj/j. 
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holy  league  draw  in  a  number  of  difcontented,  ig- 
norant, indigent,  and  consequently    moO-  feditioüS 
^  perfons.     So  that  if  they  are  but  refolved  to  coun- 

tenance their  difcontents  againft  kings,  their  favou- 
rites, ££?f.  in  their  fermons  and  publiek  prayers, 
they  will  foon  in^iite  into  them  a  number  of  confi- 
derable  tho*  poor  mutinous  people,  that  are  inclined 
to  them  as  their  hearers,  who  then  term  them  nur- 
fing  fathers,  and  men  of  God,  and  fo  appoint  them 
captains  and  fuperior  officers  to  make  head  againft 
their  fovereign,  his  favourites  and  courtiers. 
Jndhy  But  on  the  other  fide,  kings  gain  a  great  power 

ha'ving  in  matters  of  religion,  and  in  the  affedion  of  their 
hi/hops pU'  fubjeds,  if  by  their  own  authority  they  may  place 
'difplacedh  ^^  ^^P^^^  bifhops  or  fuperintendants  that  may  be 
h'imfelfy  chofen  by  them  in  all  the  parifh  churches  in  their 
nxouldac-  diocefles,  viz.  fuch  paftors  and  preachers,  as  will 
quire  a  ^ss^^  m\}!^  tcach  the  fubjeét  that  which  beft  agrees 
^^^'^      ,^  with  the  power  of  the  monarch.     Moreover,  feeing 

tonjuer  over   ,,.^^  ^  ,.*-* 

hisfub-      the  bilnops  or  paftors  are  not  to  have  their  peculiar 
jeas.         church-councils  under  a  monarch,  fuch  kings  and 
princes  may  in  cafe  of  difobedience  eafily  and  fud- 
dcnly  depole  them. 

Wherefore  it  is  probably  the  main  reafon  why 
under  the  Roman  and  Grecian  emperors  an  epifcopal 
or  monarchical  government  was  every  where  intro- 
duced ;  which  afterwards  by  the  papacy,  and  the 
bifhops,  extended  to  other  free  countries  northward. 
And  thus,  in  the  preceding  age,  we  found  that  king 
Which  is    I^^^^^P  II-  of  Spain  intended  to  aflume  a  greater 
particular-  monarchical  power   in  thefe  Netherlands  by  new 
ly proved,   biftiops  of  his  own  eledion.     And  at  this  day  the 
EngltJJj  proteftants  that  are  for  regal  government, 
fee  no  means  of  preferving  the  king's  monarchical 
power  by  a  preft)yterian  church-council,  or  repub- 
lican church  government :  fo  that  they  did  not  only 
think  fit  in  England  now  of  late  years  to  annul  the 
fame  where  it  was  fet  up  in  the  late  troubles,  but 
^  even 
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even  in  Scotland^  where  that  government  ftood  firm 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  reformation,  even  againft 
the  inclination  of  very  many  Engli/h,  and  all  the 
Scotip  nation  almoft,  to  ered  in  lieu  of  a  church- 
council,  a  monarchical  or  epifcopal  church-govern- 
ment. And  thus  likewife  in  Germany  at  this  day, 
we  fee  that  the  proteftant  princes  have  poficfrion  of 
the  jura  epifcopalia^  all  the  power  of  the  bifliops 
whom  they  have  caft  out ;  and  none  of  thofe  princes 
have  fuffcred  or  fet  up  any  church-councils,  clafll- 
cal  or  fynodical  aficmblies  independant   of  them. 

And  moreover  we  have  in  all  ages  under  the  pa-» 
pacy  obierved,  that  epifcopal   government  is  very 
dangerous  in  republicks ;    fo  that  the  bifhops  in 
many  places,  efpecially  in  Germany^  and  in  thefe 
Netherla-Ads,  where,  at  the  time  when  the  chriftian 
faith  was  received,  there  was  for  the  mod  part  a 
free  popular  government,  have  been  able,  by  \\ti\t  Bijhops art 
and  little,  by  their  pretended  holy  fermons  to  tlic  intolerable 
people,  to  make  fo  great  a  party  among  them,  ^^'r7^     , 
to  get  the  temporal  government  or  cities  and  coun-  ^^^^  jg_ 
tries  -,  and  in  other  republicks,  as  Ragufa,   Venice^  fired  in 
&c.  there  were  many  laws  made  againft  fuch  bifhops  ^^onarchl- 
to  prevent  the  like  ufurpation.     Yea  amone;  all  the '"'^^^*^^^»- 
Swilzers,    German,    or  NetherlandiJJj  republicks, 
that  have  received  the  reformed  religion,  there  is  to 
my  knowledge  not  one  of  them  that  have  not  ex- 
pelled their  b'fhops,    and  erefted  in  their  ftead  a 
church-council,  or  republican  ecclcfiaftical  govern- 
ment, whereby  the  freedom  of  the  republiek  might 
be  better  preferved. 

So  that  now  we  may  conclude,  that  if  the  mo- 
narchs  of  Holland,  or  their  favourites  and  courtiers, 
fhould  introduce  epifcopal  government  into  the 
church;  we  are  to  obferve  that  the  bifhops  who 
are  elefted,  and  depofed  by  fuch  monarchs  and 
princes,  muft  needs  have  friends  at  court,  and  con- 
tinually make  more.     And  if  fuch  bifliops  become 

Z  4  not 
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not  the  minions  of  the  monarchs,  and  princes  of 
Holland^  we  may  then  well  fuppofe  that  at  leaö: 
they  will  ufe  all  the  intereft  of  their  friends  at  court 
to  enlarge  their  own  power,  honour  and  wealth, 
which  would  chiefly  confift  in  this,  that  all  the  fub- 
j;.'C>s  fhould  acknowledge  and  repute  them  for  or- 
thodox fpiritual  fathers.     And  feeing  it  might  very 
well  confitl  with  the  fupreme  magi'bates  intereft, 
that  the  fubjedts  v/ho  chiefly  depend  on   him,  be 
revered  by  the  inhabitants  as   holy  and  orthodox 
perfons  ;  the  bifhops  might  eafily  by  this  means  ob- 
tain all  that  they  defire  of  the  fovereign  tending  to 
that  end  :    and  then  fuch  bifhops  would  never  reft, 
Bijhops  are  ^^\\  jj^gy  j^^^  procured  a  law  to  have  all  diffcnters 
^"uTkra-  ^'"°"^  them  in  matters  of  religion,  to  be  either  brought 
iion  ofdif'  over  to  their  opinion  and  faólion,  or  banifhed  the 
fenters.      country  ;  as  we  have  had  experience  in  former  ages 
under  the  bifhops,  and  may  at  this  day  fee  it  take 
place  every  where.     Infomuch   that  under  them 
there  will  never  be  any  freedom  of  religion  for  dif- 
fenters,    but  only  for  the  Jews  who  indeed  have 
liberty  for  theirs,  which  they  purchafe  for  money. 

Moreover,  tho'  kings  and  princes  by  fuch  chri- 
ftian  bifhops,  fuperintendants,  and  political  church- 
councils  depending  on   them,  feem  to  be  fecured 
againft  the  danger  of  chriif  ian  preachers  ;  yet  fuch 
is  their  aptnefs  to  raife  feditions,  that  oft-times  by 
their  licentious  fermons,  and  publiek  prayers,  many 
Topira       terrible  changes  might  have  been  occafioned  in  that 
trnices       government :  as  aopears  in  the  foresioino  ao;e  at  the 
nviii  eajüy  ^^^^  of  the  holy  league,  for  the  Romip  religion  in 
^'waflf  '^  F^^^ce^  and  in  our  times  in  Scotland  and  EtJgland, 
preaching   by  the  holy  covenant  for  the  reformed  religion.   And 
pidied jer- tYitrtïovQ  many  proteftant  kings  and  princes,  efpe- 
monsinto    ^ially  tholè  who  own  themfelves  heads  of  the  church, 
^C^t  forms    ^'^^  difovvH  the  pope  oï  Rome^  did  for  their  greater 
homilies'    faiety  find  it  convenient  to  prohibit  all  publiek  ex- 
&c.  temporary  fermons  and  prayers,  and  in  lieu  thereof 

appointed 
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appointed  others  by  their  fovereign  power  to  be  read 
verbatim. 

This  the  political  martyr,  Charles  T.    king  oïfJ[^^^ 
England.,  had  in  part  effeded,  by  taking  away  the  Eir^land 
fabbath  day's  afternoon's  fcrmons,  or  changing  them  encreafed 
for  the  reading  of"  the  book  of  common-prayer.  ^'«Tran- 
And  as  I  have  underftood,  the  proteftant  prince  of  •^Jj^"'^' 
T^ranfilvav.ia.,  Ragotxki.,  went  yet  further,  and,  by  ^y^^^/y 
advice  of  four  of  his  moft  learned,  wife  and  Vnm-  praéifei 
ous  pn^achers,    having  caufed  fome  fermons  and  '^  Muf- 
prayers  to  be  compofed  fuitable  to  all  occafions,  *^°^'^^- 
which  being  afterwards  examined  by  a  fynodical 
aflembly,  and  judged  by  unanimous  confent  very 
folid   and  edifying  fermons  and  prayers  ;    he  laid 
afide  the  vizard,  and  ordered  that  no  other  fermons 
and  publiek  prayers  lliould  be  ufed,  but  that  they 
fhould  have  them  word  by  word  read  to  the  peo-  ,  . 

pie  in   the  churches.     As  of  antient  times  alfo  in  ^^_  j^jj^  / 
Mufcovia.,  where  by  command  of  the  czar  there  69./».  mihi 
were  fonie  old  homilies  of  the  Greek  fathers  fuiting  305-    ^^^ 
all  occafions  tranflated   into  the  Sclavonian  tongue,  ^^      -/' 
and  upon  occafion  of  war,  famine,  or  plague,  ^c.      ^  /  ^^j 
appointed  to  be  read  by  his  metropolitan  ;  fo  that  7. 
all   the   preachers  there  were  compelled  to  ufe  no 
other  prayers  or  fermons,  and  forced  to  read  them 
'verhaii'r/i. 

Which  maxim   likev/ife  very  well  fjits  all  the 
monarchs  and  fupreme  rulers  in  AJia  znd  Africa  j„j  a- 
that  are  addi(5ted  to  Mahomet anifm.,  and  therefore  mong  all 
acknowledge  neither  pope  nor  any  other  head  fu-  Mahome- 
perior  to  themfclves  :  for  tho'  that  religion  by  reafon  ^^^P""*^"^' 
of  the  differing  expofitors  of  the  A'coran  is  divided 
into  f;;veral  feóts,  infomuch  that  the  Moors.,  Turks^ 
>  Per/tans.,  ècc.   in  that  behalf  do  very  much  differ, 
and  hate  and  perfecute  one  another;    and  that  the 
Mahometan  religion    being  a  mixture  or  collec^tion 
of  the  heathenifli,  judaic,  and  chriflian  worfhip,  ac- 
knowledge no  ficrifices,  and  in  lieu  thereof  each 
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fe£l  feems  to  be  maintained  by  the  publiek  fpeeches 
or  declarations  of  the  priefts  or  teachers  •,    yet  it  is 
certain,  thefc  priefts  may  do  nothing  in  the  churches, 
but  fing  fome  well-known  publiek  prayers,  or  read 
the  lame,  or  the  Alcoran  to  the  people. 
But  nc-ütr      And  on  the  contrary,  I  cannot  remember  that 
yet  in  free  any  free  republiek  of  the  chriftian  religion,  fepa- 
'    "aaI     ^^^^^  \xox\\  the  pope  of  Rome^  and  that  by  confe- 
quence  hath  acquired  the  lupreme  right  and  power 
about  the  publiek  order  of  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  ever 
prohibited  extemporary  publiek  prayers  and  fer- 
mons,  and  in  lieu  thereof  caufed  any  fet  form  of 
prayers,  or  fermons  to  be  read  verbatim, 
llonarchs       As  to  liberty  for  all  foreigners  to  dwell  in  Hoï- 
ivill  ever  land,  and  live  by  their  trades,  and  alfo  to  be  taken 
ufefo-       jj^fQ  ^jj  pjaces  or  employments  of  the  government ; 
7hfi'rzo-'^  I  mud  acknowledge  it  would  prove  an  acceffion  of 
vet-nment,  ftrength  to  a  king  or  fupreme  head,  and  his  favou- 
rites and  courtiers :  and  therefore  we  ought  to  con- 
ceive, that  under  a  monarchical  government  ftrangers 
Xvould  be  every  where  placed  in  the  government ; 
5is   heretofore   thofe   of  Haynault,    Burgundy  and 
Flanders^  under  the  government  of  the  earls,  and 
the  German^  French  and  Englip,  under  the  captains- 
general,  or  fladtholders  of  Holland^  have  had  the 
greateft  employments  in  thecountry .  But  that  this  tends 
cr  y      .to  the  benefit  of  manufadury,  fifhery,  commerce 
of  trade.    ^"^  ihipping,  I  cannot  imagine  •,    but  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  eafier  to  believe,  that  thofe  ftrangers, 
whether  favourites  or  courtiers,  having  any  employ- 
ment in  the  militia,  law,  civil  government,   trea- 
fury,  as  captains  of  foot  and  horfe,  colonels,  go- 
vernors of  cities  and  forts,  fchouts,  bailiffs,  ^c. 
would  ufe  all  their  power  to  rob  the  richeft  trading 
inhabitants,  upon  one   pretence  or  other,  of  their 
wealth,    and  thereby   enrich    themfelves   with  the 
fvveat  and  blood  of  other  men.     For  becaufe  thefe 
indigent  lavifh  new  upftarts  will  have  need  of  it 

every 
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Cvery    where,  therefore  it  is  certain  they  will  feelc 

it  where  it  is  to  be  had,  and  fo  they  may  eafily 

borrow,    or  take  it  from  unarmed  people.     And  ic 

is  alfo  certain,   that  the  faid  ftrangers  will  not  reft 

till  they   have   broken   down,  and  deftroyed  both  Andthe 

the  fubflance  and  fhadow  of  the  ft;ues  manner  oï dejlruaio» 

government,  to  the  end  that  in  time  to  come  they  "f  *^«g°- 

might  not  be  fubjeded  to  any  pun  ill»  ment  for  their  Z^XXT 

crimes,  and  deflroying  the  liberty  of  the  country, 

and  turned  out  of  tlieir  ill-gotten  employments. 

As  concerning  the  freedom  of  all  inhabitants  to  Monarchies 
fet  up  their  trades  every  where  in  Holland^  without  promote 
moleftation  from  the  burgers,  feleél  companies,  and '""'"M''* 
guilds ;  this  is  not  at  all  to  be  cxpe(5led  under  a  mo- 
narchical government.  For  every  one  knows,  that 
ac  court  all  favours,  privileges  and  monopolies,  are 
to  be  had  by  friendfhip,  or  elfe  by  gifts  and  con- 
tradls,  for  the  king's  profit,  and  that  of  the  fivou- 
rites  and  courtiers.  This  is  an  epidemical  evil,  and 
in  continual  vogue  in  all  princes  courts,  not  one  ex- 
cepted ;  fo  that  there  needs  no  proof  of  it.  But 
yet  I  confefs  that  no  grants  by  patents  of  fo  great 
companies  as  our  Wejl-India  company  have  been, 
and  our  Eaft-lndia  company  ftill  is,  would  be  to- 
lerable under  a  monarch  ;  fo  that  the  grants  of  both, 
for  thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  would  be  voided 
or  annulled  before  the  governors  or  members  fliould 
arrive  to  be  fo  powerful  as  now  they  are.  And  then 
thofe  monarchs  would  make  money  of  thofe  grants 
again,  by  felling  them  to  others  to  make  new  and 
weaker  companies  of,  and  io  make  more  money  of 
the  new  grants  or  charters,  than  they  could  do  by 
continuing  the  old  ones. 

Moreover,  as  to  the  charging  of  convoy-monies,  rj^J^pf^^ 
and  cuftoms  upon  goods  with  luch  moderation  and  fotiinHoX- 
prudence,  that  our  manufactures,  fifheries,  traffick  land,  rz//^ 
and  navigation,   may   be  thereby   increafed ;    it  is 'J'''^ '^<'"«^' 
apparent  that  this  cannot  be  expeded  under  a  mo-  ^^J^^ 

narchical  hdghttml 
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narchical     government  :    for    feeing    kings    with 

their  favourites  and  courtiers,  have  good  reafon  to 

fear,    that  the    profperity   of  fuch    manufiólures, 

fifheries,  commerce  and  navigation,  with  the  nu- 

Tohffen     merous  advantages  arifing  thereby,  will  caufe  fuch 

ihegreat-   mighty  and  flourifhing  cities,  as  could  not  eafily 

mfs  of       be  forced  by  a  foverei^n  and  his  courtiers,  there- 

'  /^ .  £Q^.g  j.|^gy  ^jji  endeavour  to  keep  them  as  low  and 

mean  as  polTible. 

For  monarchs  and  their  courtiers,    in   lieu  of 
affecting    the   welfare    of  manufaólures,  fifheries, 
traffick  and  navigation  will  envy  the  mod  fortu- 
nate owners  of  freight-fhips,  merchants  and  tra- 
ders, becaufe  by  their  honed  gain  and  riches  they 
obfcure  the  luftre  and  pomp  of  the  court  and  gen- 
try, and  becaufe  all  that  they  force  from  the  mer- 
chant and  owners  of  freight  fhips  for  convoy-mo- 
Andinthe^^y  and  cuftoms,  can  prefently  be  put  into  the 
mean  time  king's  or  their  own  purfe,  and  not  as  by  a  general 
fut  the      impofition,  equally  burdening  all   the   inhabitants 
(upms  i7i' .^Y^\^^  .^  fo  that  it  is  not  ftrange,  if  under  all  mo- 
'"'^Tr-    "^'■^hs  it  be  affirmed  as  a  good  political  maxim, 
fers.  that  no  impofitions  are  lefs  hurtful  than  thofe  that 

are  laid  upon  goods  imported  and  exported,  be- 
caufe they  are  for  the  moil  part  borne  by  drangers, 
and  therefore  all  goods  coming  in,  or  going  out, 
are  unreafonably  charged  ;  as  it  appears  in  Spain, 
Portugal,  France,  Szveden,  and  alfo  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces, there  being  ftili  a  remainder  of  our  rigo- 
rous government.  Ix.  was  the  like  alfo  formerly 
in  England :  but  fince  the  lad  troubles  there  have 
in  fome  meafure  increafed  the  power  of  parlia- 
ments, and  confequently  of  the  people,  fuch  du- 
ties are  confiderably  abated,  and  were  with  great 
circumfpeclion  impofed  on  merchandize,  anno 
1660. 
Jidjuflue     -yy-g  g^j-g  ^uch  lefs  to  exped:  under  a  monarchical 

"^'''  'i  J    o;overnmenr,  thac  Jaws  and  judice  will   be  better 

iorruptca      O  '  ->  r  1 

therdj.    '  framed 
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framed  to  the  benefit  of  the  community,  and  ef- 
pecially  of  the  merchant  :  for  (as  was  formerly 
laid)  bsfides  that  the  rich  merchants  will  be  pil- 
laged and  exhaufted  by  thofe  rulers,  or  at  lead 
envied  and  hated  by  them  ;  the  rulers,  fchouts  and 
bailiffs,  have  moreover  fuch  friends  at  court,  that 
they  publickly  fell  juftice,  and  none  that  are 
wronged  dare  complain  of  them.  Yea,  feeing  all 
laws  and  judgments  are  made  and  pronounced  in 
the  king's  name,  and  according  to  his  pleafure  ; 
we  cannot  therefore  expecl  under  fuch  a  govern- 
ment, but  that  all  things  will  be  carried  for  the 
benefit  of  tiie  fovereign  and  his  courtiers.  As  the 
fcriprure  teaches  us,  that  a  prince  aflees  not  fo  foon 
v/hat  his  luft  diólates,  but  the  judge  as  readily 
granteth  it,  that  they  may  do  evil  with  both  hands.  ^^^^^^  "• 
So  that  it  is  no  wonder,  if  in  all  monarchical  so- 
vernmcnts  thefe  verf<;s  be  tound  true,  which  were 
made  by  one  Owen  an  Rnglijhman : 

Judicibus  plus  qiiam  juri  fludaijfe  juvavit, 
Hos  tibi  quam  leges  conciliato  prius. 

And  if  any  one  will  alledge,  that  this  tends  no 
more  to  the  prejudice  of  a  monarchy  than  of  a  re- 
publiek, let  them  pleafe  to  confider,  whether  all 
the  monarchical  cities  belonging  to  the  HoUandcrs^ 
as  Culenburgh^   Vyanen^  Tjfdjlein^  &c.   do   not   fo 
praftife  their  juftice  to  the   prejudice  of  the  mer- 
chants 0Ï  Holland^  as  that  they  might  be  aptly  re- 
fembled    to  Algier^    Tripoli,    Tunis,  Sallee,    &c.  jjrr      f 
yet  with   this  difference,  that  thofe   pirates  being  Culen- 
inhabitants  there,  do  take  the  goods  of  the  Dutch  burgh, 
by  force,  and  carry  them  away  as  good  and  lawful  Vyanen, 
prize.     Whereas  on  the  other  fide,  our  inhabitants,  ^'^'  "V 
or  Itrangers,  having  by  fraud  gotten   fome   ^'\^\'- ftbh  ex- 
chants  goods  into  th'-ir  power,  can  fecure  them  in  am  pies  fir 
their  own   monarchical  cities,  to  the  prejudice  ot^O'^^""^- 

the 
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the  honeft  Hollander^  they  giving  but  fome  part  of 
their  treacherous  booty  to  the  fervants  of  juftice. 
But  in  both  cafes,  whether  by  force  at  fea,  or  by 
deceit,  and  fuch  undue  countenance  or  prote6lion 
given  to  cheats  by   land,  the  Holland  merchants 
are  equally  fure  to  lofe  their  goods.     And  there- 
fore we  have  no  reafon  to  expedt  an  amendment  in 
juftice  under  the   government  of  a*  (ingle  perfon 
or  monarch,  to  the  benefit  of  the  trade  of  the  in- 
habitants in  general. 
fï/  "^°d        "^""^  ^^^'  colonies  would  be  very  ufeful  for  mo- 
l,yf„o-       narchs,   thereby  to  eafe  themfclves  of  their  dif- 
itarchs, and conztniG.d  people,  which   daily  increafe  by  their 
k/s  defen-  rigorous  government ;  yet  is  it  true,  that  the  old 
monarchical  lands  are  thereby  more  depopulated, 
and  improve  not  fo  much  by  foreign  traffick  and 
navigation  as  republicks  ufe  to  do.     Befides,  ge- 
nerally kings  and  princes  are  too  indigent  and  in- 
conftant,  and  of  too  fliort  lives,  to  be  at  thofe  lad- 
ing expences  often  required  in  ere6ting  colonies. 
And  when  fuch  colonies  are  planted,  if  they  be 
not  ftrong  enough  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
any  foreign  power,  it  is  not  rationally  to  be  ex- 
pelled  that   the    indigent,    mutable,    and    mortal 
prince  will  out  of  his  own  purfe  proted:  fuch  fo- 
reign colonies  by  vaft  expences,  and  continual  care 
for  the  common  good  of  his  people,  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  courtiers ;  fo  that  the  fame,  for 
the  moft  part,  under  fuch  a  government  would 
fall  to  ruin,  and  tend  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 
j».^.      .        Againft  which  reafons  it  cannot   rationally  be 
vot'refutcd^^'^y'^^^^'*  ^^^^^  ^^^  P(?ri'?/?-//é'/è',  S p an i jh 'indi  EngUflo 
bytheVw-  colouies  iu  the  Indies  have  had  better  progrefs  and 
tugal,  Spa- fu reefs  than  ours  •,  and   confequently,   that  repub- 
p'^rT^    licks   are   neither    fo    inclinable,    nor   fit   for    the 
lotncl    '°'  planting  and  preferving  of  colonies,  as  monarchies 
aj:e  5   feeing  thofe  monarch?  have  borne  little  or  no 

charges 
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charges  towards  the  planting  and  defending  of  Seeing 
them.  _  'J'J^^^^'^ 

But  in  anfwer  to  this,  we  may  with  truth  affirm,  "^aZ/^g^, 
that  the  fubjeóls  of  the  faid  monarchs  are  governed  tnbuted 
with  more  feverity  in  their  native  country,  than  f^rv /////iP 
in   the   Indies.     And    moreover,    the   people    i^totbecQ- 
thofe  colonies  enjoying  every  where  a  greater  free- 
dom to  plant  lands,  and  exercife  traffick,  than  in 
their  own  country,  they  are  excited  alone  by  that, 
and  not  put  into  any  better  capacity  to  ered  or 
improve  fuch  colonies,  by  the  aól  or  favour  of 
their  prince. 

It  is  likewife   certain,    that  the  inhabitants  of Oar  India 
Holland  enjoy  a   much  fofter  or  milder  govern-  companies 
ment  than  they  do  in  the  Indies.,  where  our  privi-  o^hba^^ 
leaded  companies,  by  their  fmele  orenerais  and  eo-    " '^  '^* 
vernours,  do  rule  over  lome  particular  cities  and  colonic). 
lands  with  a  monarchical   feverity,  and  oft-times 
defpocically  •,    not   by  way  of  laws,   and  general 
commands,  but  by  feparare  or  different  commands 
and  declarations  :  and  moreover,  they  have  there 
the  trade  to  themfelves,  with  exclufion  of  all  the 
other    inhabitants.     So  that  it   appears,  that  this 
letdng  and  incumbring  of  our  colonies  in  the  Lt- 
dies,  ought  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  free  govern- 
ment of /7ö//^;?^,  but  to  thofe  privileged  compa- 
nies, and  their   monarchical   government,   as  alfo 
to  the  monopolies  in  thofe  parts ;  or  elfe  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  or  his  deputies  of  the  generality, 
by  following  whofe  counfel  or  command  the  J^eji- 
India  company  have  fo  weakned  themfelves,  thac 
they  have  not  been  able  to  maintain  that  colony 
they  begun. 

All  that  has  been  faid  being  found  true  under  ^<r;jg/}a 
monarchy,  and  well  apprehended,  I  fuppofe  none  at^oz/Z./woi 
will  be  fo  foolifh  as  to  believe,  that  kings  or  their '^^  «''^^'' 
fivourites   and   courtiers,    will   out   of  their  owwJ'''"'    ' 
purfcs  fet  out  fliips  to  clear  the  Teas,  for  th<e  benefit 

of 
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of  the  merchant ;  I  fay,  out  of  their  own  purfes  : 

for  feeing  all  that  is  by  monarchs  levied  from  the 

fuhjecl,  comes  into  their  own  purfe,  to  manage  as 

they  pleafe  ;  and  thofe  fums  go  not  into  the  pub- 

Becaufe     licl<.  tieafury,  wherein   no  perfon  has  a  particular 

d'ofe  'prin-  interert,  but  mull  be  employed  only  for  the  fer- 

ces  vjould  yjce  of  the  country  -,  the  diflerence  between  mo- 

gije  fio      diarchies  and  republicks  is  in  this  refpe<5l  fo  great, 

mcney  out  ^  i      r  i 

of  their  that  Rone  can  Ihew  us  any  monarch  that  ever  kept 
ov:npuy'  the  feas  clear,  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  mer- 
fi^'  chant.     On  the  contrary  it  is  certain,  that  during 

.  ff  c  ap.i  ^^jj.  i];^^-|t{io!ders  government,  when  we  pofTeffed 
a  fliadow  of  freedom,  the  monies  that  were  re- 
reived  of  the  merchant,  applicable  only  for  clear- 
ing the  feas,  were  very  often  wrefted  from  the 
admiralties  for  the  ufe  of  unneceffary  land  armies, 
and  not  to  the  profit  of  Holland  nor  the  merchant, 
vvhile  in  the  interim  the  honeft  inhabitants  Ihame- 
fully  loft  their  fnips  at  lea. 
B:it  Hoi-  Lailly,  It  is  evident,  that  monarchies  of  them- 
L  \"°f  I  felves  are  more  fubject  to  wars  than  republicks, 
ling  into  wht'ther  by  inheritances,  or  to  fecure  their  rela- 
luars.  tions,  or  to  afiift  them  in  the  conquefts  of  foreign 
countries.  And  moreover,  thefe  princes  and  cap- 
tains-general are  much  more  inclined  to  war  than 
*  republicks:  infomuch,  that  they  often  are  the 
aggreffors,  or  pick  a  quarrel  to  make  glorious 
conquefts ;  and  at  the  fame  time  by  their  forces, 
which  they  have  in  readinefs,  they  caufe  all  their 
great  cities  to  be  curb'd  and  made  to  bow  to  them 
with  the  greateft  humility,  or  to  render  themfelves 
fo  necefiary  to  their  republiek  or  ftate,  that  they 
cannot  be  difbinded. 

And 

*  Quod  fi  regum,  atqus  imperatoriim  animi  virtus  in  pace 
ita  ut  in  bello  valeret,  a;.]uabiliu5  atqus  conftantius  (t^Q  res 
humans  habercnt,  neque  aliud  alio^  lerri,  mutari,  &  mifceri 
omnia  cerneies.     Sail  Ji. 
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And  as  to  alliances  v^ith  foreign  nations  and  ^^^^e  ^«^ 
potentates,  it  is  clear,  rhat  if  Holland  were  go-  ^l^^^"<^^'' 
verned  by  a  fing'e  perfon,  or  his  favourites  and 
courtiers,  he  might  eafily,  either  by  ambition  or 
foreign  coin,  be  moved  to  make  very  liurtful  of- 
fenfive  alliances:  fince  ftich  a  fingle  governor  of 
Holland  would  for  his  great  naval  power  upon  all 
occafions  be  fought  to  by  countries  and  potentates 
far  and  near  for  that  end. 

Laftly,  a  king,   or  prince   of  Holland,  would  ^^,^^3^/.\ 
not  haften  his  own  ruin,  by  fortifying  the  great  ««^  »r/ö/-- 
cities  o^  Holland,  and  exercifing  their  inhabitants '{A^^''«''<^ 
in  arms,  to  repel  other  forces  as  well  as  his  own  :  ^" jf'^¥'- 
whereof,  I    fuppofe,  I    have    fpoken    fufficiently,  ^a'.-,/,  q^" 
But  in  cafe  any  man  fhould  yet  doubt  of  this,  \  earlsha-ve-^ 
fhall  affirm,  that  formerly  our  earls   have  dtmo-  *''*fZ^^'ft\ 
lifhed  many  of  the  caftles  and  ftrong  holds  of  the  ^y^^^'^^ 
gentry,  even  when  the  ftrength  of  Holland  con-^-^/^^ 
fifted   in    them.      And    furdier,    to     break    t\\t.gentry. 
ftrength  of  the  gentry,   in  whom  only  (conjointly 
with  the  earls)  the  lawful  government  of  this  re- 
publiek firft  confifted,   they   have  from    time  to 
time,  and  efpecially   fince   the  year    1200,    buik 
feveral  cities  in  Holland,  and  given  freedom  to  the  Jnd  hy 
inhabitants  of  certain  places  and  towns  of  the  2id--ra2jtng  d- 
jacent  open  countries,  or  even  to  foreigners,  who  ^'^^y^'^j'' 
would  come  and  dwell   in  thofe  cities, .  and  ^^"^^  hahitart's 
freed  them  when  they  had  dwelt  therein  a   yt?iv  mghtbe 
and  a  day,  from  the  vafTalage  they  were  under  to  ablenf,  .,.tl 
their  lords,  or  even  to  our  own  gentry  ;  and  like-  ^'^^'''  *^^  • 
wife  freed  fuch  inhabitants  from  all  taxes  due  to^^'"^*  ' 
the  earls,  and    from   the  jurifdidlion    of    bailiffs- 
with  their  affiftanrs,  and  other  pcrfons,  and  from 
the   domination    of  others.     And  thofe  earls  did, 
efpecially  in  thofe  days,  indulge  the  faid  cities,  by 
giving   them   privileges,    w'z.  that  their  fchouts, 
and   fchepens  fhould   be  free  of  thofe  cities,  and. 
that  they  (hould  make  tlieir  own  laws  and  ftatiitcs, 

A  a  for 
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for  all  their  freemen  •,  according  to  which  the 
faid  inhabitants  (by  their  fellow- citizens,  fchouts 
and  fchepens,  with  thofe  who  were  before  chofen 
by  the  earl  according  to  his  pleafure,  or  out  of  a 
great  number  of  men  nominated  to  him  by  the 
people)  were  to  have  juftice  done  them. 

And  tho'  thofe  burgers  did  moreover  continue 
mailers  of  their  own  money,  provifion  and  arms, 
and  by  virtue  of  that  natural  equity  did,  with  the 
inhabitants,  chufe  by  plurality  of  voices,  fome  of 
the  freemen  their  own  counfellors  and  burgo-maf- 
ters,  to  order  and  govern  the  government,  trea- 
fury  and  militia  of  their  own  city  ;  yet  the  inha- 
ƒ«ƒ  «^  bitants  of  the  cities  might  not,  tho*  at  their  own 
t£7tlies  to  cliarge,  fet  up  gates  and  walls  to  preferve  their 
bfwaird.  cities,  but  with  the  fpecial  favour  and  privilege  of 
the  earls,  which  was  obtained  commonly  againfl 
their  own  true  intereft,  by  giving  money  to  thofe 
lavifh  and  indigent  carls,  whofe  defign  was  not 
to  ftrengthen  thofe  cities,  as  the  caftles  of  the  gen- 
try had  been,  but  to  bring  the  old  powerful  gentry 
to  their  bow,  by  the  number  of  thofe  inconfider- 
able  freemen. 

And   hence  proceeded  the   difference   between 
walled  and  unwalled  cities  in  //«//.««-i,  as  alfo  that  the 
earls  of  Holland'  being  afterwards  jealous  of  their 
walled  cities,  by  reafon  of  their  increafing  power, 
thro'  this  freedom,  did  totally  burn  and  deftroy 
SuttobeatVroonen,  Gafpaarn^  Lukk,  &c.  and  pull*d  down 
dotv» //mr  i\^Q  gates  of  Utrecht,  Delft,  Tjjeljteyn,  Alkmaer^ 
<i'«  If.       ^^^  ^i^j^  fpecial  command  to  the  citizens  never 
to  fet  them  up  again.     And   this  is  that  which 
Pontus    Heuterus,     a  friend   of  thofe  earls  and 
princes,  did  acknowledge  of  our  earl  Charles  of 
oï  Burgundy,  namely,  *  that  he  as  earl  oï  Flan- 
ders had  firmly  refolved  to  make  of  that  great 

and 

*  Decreverat  ex  urbe  Gandavo  oppidulum  facere.  Rerufr^ 
^ujiriac,  p.   45. 
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and  potent  city  of  Genty  a  very  weak  and  fmall 
town,  that  it  might  not  oppofe  its  earl  any  more. 
Wherefore  I  again  conclude,  that  Holland  by  fuch 
a  monarchical  government,  according  to  the  true 
intereft  of  fuch  a  head,  will  not  be  more  ftrcngth- 
ned,  but  rather  weakned,  and  bereft  of  its  ftrength. 

CHAP.    III. 

Wherein  is  examined^  whether  the  rcafons  al- 
ledged  iji  the  two  preceding  chapters^  receive 
any  confirmation  from  experience, 

HAVING  thus  laid  before  you  the  true  inte- 
refl:  of  the  republican  and  monarchical  go- 
vernments, relating  ro  manufaflures,  fifheries,  traf- 
fick,  and  fliipping,  and  th:;ir  dependencies ;  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  that  we  relate  hiftorically  what  hath  happened 
as  to  thofe  maxims  of  our  ftate,  both  in  republican 
and  monarchical  governments,  that  fo  the  reader 
may  fee,  whether  our  former  reafjnings  c-^n  be  con- 
firmed by  experience.     In  order  to  this,  it  is  very         

neceffary  to  obferve,  that  to  the  beft  of  my  know- 
ledge, merchandizing,  and  the   general  ftaple  of 
traffick,  and  publiek  exchange-banks  were  never 
found,  or  continued  long  under  a  monarchical  or 
princely  government.     Sothat  manufa»5lures,  fifh- 
eries, traffick  and   navigation   have  thriven   very 
little  in  thofe  monarchical  lands  oï  America,  Afia,  Hipp 
and  Africa,  and  that  the  great  and  ftrong  cities  of  tj^ltlra- 
thofe  lands  have  been  enlarged  by  the  refidence  oïfick  has 
great  monarchs  courts,  and  confcquently  by  the  ex-  thriaien 
haufting,  plundering,  and  fackicg  of  all   adjacent  ^^"^^  ^" 
countries,  whether  of  enemies,  or  their  own  f^b-^^j^^^^ 
jefts.     Which  we  may  perceive   by  the  cities  of  Africa. 
Cufco,  ^ito,  and    Mexico,  &c.    in  America  -,    as  See  Acofta 
alfo  in    tht  Afiatick  great  cities  of  7^/)^;;,  China,  °/^^^"'^^^ 
Pcrfia,  hidia  -,  und  laltly,  by  Morocco,  Fcz,  Je-  'J^^^/"  ' 

Aa  2  rnJaUm, 
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The  atlas   rufakm^  Ninive,  Cairo,  and  other  great  cities  on 

?^J;  ^^^^'  the  coails  of  Europe,  or  in  J^a  and  Africa. 

Mardnus       Moreover  Hiftory  tells   us,  that  the   flower   of 

of  China,  the  traffick  of  thefe  mighty  countries  is  no  where 

u^«rf' «(?/«/ found  but  in  republicks,  zsSydo)?,  Tyre,  Carthage, 

^^^^l]  !"  Banda,  Amhoyna,  &c.  and  that  traffick  hath  ex- 

re^ubhcks.  j,gg^i^g]y  flouriOied  in    thofe  lands,  only  fo   long 

as  they  enjoyed  their  free  government.     But  becaufe 

thefe  three  firft  places  are  known  to  be  the  firfl:  and 

mod  antient  trafficking  cities  of  the  world,  I  fhall 

therefore  fpeak  particularly  of  Sydon  and  Tyre,  fup- 

pofing  it  will  not  difpleafe  the  reader  to  touch  on 

them,  feeing   thofe   matters  are  not  much  known 

abroad,  and  yet  are  very  ufeful  to  confirm,  what 

we  have  advanced. 

Sydon  being  a  city  in  Syria,  upon  a  coaft  abound- 
ing with   fifh,  and  good  havens,  tho'  without  ri- 
vers, built  by  5)' Jo;?  a  grandfon  oï  Cham,  who  was 
fon  to  Noah,  was  in  the  earl  left  times  that  we  have 
Gen-  10,  any  notice  of,  a  merchantile  or  trafficking  city,  which 
according  to  the  Jewi/h  computation  of  time,  was 
in  the  year  2500  after  ths  creation  of  the  world; 
Jofh.  n.   ^,^(j  i^  jj^g  jif^-je  oïjojhua  was  fo  improved,  that 
it  was  termed,  the  great  city  of  Sydon.     And  it  ap- 
Judg.  18.  pears  that  2  20  years  after,  ^üiz.  'm  Sampfon\  time, 
it  was  a  very  plentiful,  ftrong,  and  well    fortified 
city,  whofië  inhabitants  lived  in  profound  peace  and 
fafety  in   a  free  republiek,  having  no  king  or  fo- 
vereign  head  over  them,  which  might  have  weak- 
ned   them.     And   about  2  10  years  after  ^^w^yï?;?, 
the  Sydojiians  were  much  commended  by  Homer  for 
great  artifts. 
Ifa.  23.         And  that  Sydon  afterwards  in  the  time  of  the  pro- 
Ezek.  16.  phet  Ifaiah,  and  Ezekiel  (who  liv^ed  the  firfl:  about 
^7'  -^-     180  years  after  Homer,  and   the  lafl:   about  225 
years  after  Ifaiah)  was  very  famous  for  her  traf- 
fick, we  may  fee  in   their  prophecies.     Now  this 
city  of  Sydon  having  flouriflied  above  1500  years, 

and 
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and  raifed  many  colonies,  it  was  about  the  year 
3590  after  the  creation,  befiieged   by   Artaxerxes 
Ochus  king  of  Perfta^  with   a  mighty  hind   army, 
300  galleys,  and   500  lliips  of  burden  by  fêa,  till 
they  were  betrayed  by  the  chief  head  of  the  repub- 
liek Tennis^  as  alfo  by  their  general  Mentor.     So 
that  the  Sydonians  feeing  no  way  to  efcape,  and  an^{^{^ 
bearing  a  deadly  hatred  to   a  general   flavery  or  don,  ivhen 
monarchy,  they  fet  their  own  city  on  fire,  wherein  ii  i^-as  a 
4-OO00  of  their  inhabitants  peridied;  and  the  king-^'''^^^"" 
of  Perfia  fold  thé   rubbiili  of  this  incredibly  rich  oioTsic 
city   for  many  talents.     And  yet  we  read  in   ^  1.  16. 
Curtius,  that  Sydon  about  25  years  after,   became 
very   confiderable  again  ;  when  as  the  head  of  the  B^t under 
republiek  iJ^r^/ö,  having  firft  joined  with  Barius  its  heads  of 
king  of  Perfia^  was  afterwards  compelled  by  the  the  repub. 
-people  to  yield  up  the  place  to  Alexander  the  Great.,  ^"^  '^  f"f' 


muc. 
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who  in  the  room  oï  Strato  fet  up  an  inconfiderable  jj^  j    ^^ 
perfon  called  Abdalonimus^  giving  him   power  of 
life  and  death  over  the  citizens. 

But  in  regard  Alexander  foon  after  died,  and  his 
monarchy  was  fo  rent  and  divided  under  his  feveral 
chief  commanders,  that  mod  of  all  the  republicks 
by  him  conquered,  recovered  their  freedom;  we 
may  therefore  fuppofe  the  Sydonians  did  the  fame  :  Strabolib. 
for  Strah^  who  lived  about  340  years  after,  fays,  i.  Geog. 
that  Sydon  was  in  all  refpefts  comparable  to  Tyre  in 
greatnefs,  fkill  in  navigation,  and  many  other  fci- 
cnces  and  arts  relating  to  traffick.  And  in  regard 
he  writes  at  large  of  thefe  two  cities  at  once,  it  may 
be  underftood  of  the  Sydonians,  who  are  by  him 
fpoken  of  in  common,  tho*  with  more  regard  to 
thofe  of  Tyre,  viz.  That  they  were  not  only  left  to 
their  freedom  in  the  time  of  the  old  kings  of  Plr^e-  Lib.i6.ib. 
nicia,  and  had  their  own  government  ;  but  that 
under  the  Romans.,  by  giving  a  fmall  fum  of  mo- 
ney, they  preferved  their  liberty. 

A  a  3  During 
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!     During  the  reign  of  the  Roman  emperors  there 

was  little  mention  of  Sydon,  nor  yet  in  the  time  of 

the  Saracens  afterwards,  or  of  the  Chriftian  kings 

of  Syria^  fave  that  that  city  was  taken,  fometimes 

jt  loji  all  by  one,  and  fometimes  by  another,  'till  at  laft  with 

its  trade    their  hereditary  prince,  formerly  tributary  to  the 

hMy_      Saracens,  and  the  Mamalukcs  of  CairOy  they  were 

Tn'^  J     "P°"  ^^^  ^^"^^  conditions  brought  under  the  mo- 

a  molarch  ^^^^^y  ^^  ^^^  Turks,   about  the  year  of  Chrift 

Andtho'fince  its  old  flourifhing  ftate,  t/z.  about 
the  year  600  after  Chri(l*s  birth,  the  filk-worms  in 
thofe  parts,  and  afterwards  the  Turki/b  yarn  came 
to  be  known  ;  fo  that  now  much  filk  is  found 
there,  and  in  the  adjacent  places  of  Begbafar  and 
Angori,  much  of  the  yarn  of  goats-hair  is  fpun,  and 
therefore  they  are  able  to  fet  up  a  much  more  con- 
fiderable  traffick  and  navigation,  by  means  of  the 
manufacfluries  and  fifheries :  yet  on  the  other  fide 
it  is  certain  that  Sydon  now  yields  no  manufaélures 
of  their  own,  nor  Hiips,  nor  traffick,  becaufe  the 
inhabitants  under  the  prefent  monarchical  govern- 
ment could  not  peaceably  poffefs  their  wealth,  and 
follow  their  trades  -,  infomuch  that  moft  of  their 
traffick  in  raw  filk  is  now  driven  by  ftrangers,  who 
have  their  own  confuls,  and  are  always  ready  to 
depart  from  thence,  when  by  the  government  they 
find  themfelves  too  much  opprefled  :  and  it  is  faid, 
that  there  are  continually  at  leaft  200  French  fadors 
that  refide  there  to  manage  that  important  filk 
trade. 

Tyre  lying  within  fixteen  EnglfJJj  miles  of  Sydon, 
was  firft  built  upon  the  continent ;  from  whence 
the  inhabitants  fled  to  an  ifland  lying  within  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  it,  to  withdraw  themfelves  from 
the  attempts  of  the  Ifraelites  who  were  then  pof- 
feflirg  the  land  of  Canaan  under  the  conduÖ:  of 
Jojhua,  where  ihey  built  Tyre,  who  by  taking  of 

the 
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the  purple  fi(h  which  were  moftly  in  thofe  feas,  and  ^f  Tyrus 
thereupon  dealing  in  the  dying  of  purple,  making ''■^^'*'^.'"' 
of  garments  after  the  manner  oïTyre,  and  traffick-^^^^^^'^/J^ 
ing  or  ufing  navigation,  became  fo  famous  during/o^«g-aj// 
their  free  government,  as  you  may  fee  in  the  holy  keptitsfree 
fcriptures,  where  T^yre   is   faid  to  be  a  crown  o\Z°'"^^^' 
glory,  or  pearl  of  cities,  and  her  merchants  princes,  ^^^  j 
and  her  traders  the  nobleft  of  thofe  lands.     That 
city  and  the  traffick  thereof,  is  like  wife  mentioned  ,. 
by  Ezekiel^  of  whofe  ruin  he  likewife  prophefied,  |T2ek.  <■/&. 
which  happened  after  it  had  flourifhed  880  years,  26^27,28. 
about  3360  years  after  the  creation  ;  at  which  time 
the  king  of  Babylon^  Nebuchadnezzar^  after  thirteen 
years  fiege,  took  the  fiid  city  and  deftroyed  it. 

We  read  alfo,  that  about  this  time  the  men  of 
Tyre  had  in  their  republiek  two  officers  called  Suf- 
fetes^  or  yearly  burgomafters  and  rulers,  who  ferved 
in   the  chief  magiftracy  :  and  that  this  republiek 
foon   after  got   its  head   above   water  again  •,  for 
about  the  year  of  the  world  3615,  and  when  about 
255  years  were  expired, I'/z. in  the  timeofy^/^;^^»^^r 
the  Great,  it  was    according   to   ^Curlius,  and  Q^  Curt.  T. 
Diodorus  Siculus,  the  greateit  and   mod  renowned  4-  Diod. 
city  of  all  Syria  ;  and  fo  confiderable  in  refped:  ot   *^' 
its  navigation,  that  the  people  and  council  of  Tyre 
had  the  courage  to  repulfethat  victorious  comman- 
der from  their  city,  which    in  no  lefs  than   {even 
months  fiege,  and    incredible  oppofition,    was   ac 
jaft  overpowered  and  burnt,  and  almoil  all  the  in^ 
habitants  were  either  deftroyed  or  fold.     Neverthe- 
Jefs  the  men  of  Tyre,  in  a  fliort  time  after  the  death 
of  Alexander  the  Great,  by  means  of  their  old  free 
government,  diligence    and   frugality,    arrived  to 
their  former  power  and  riches.     We  likewife  read  Juft  I.  ig, 
in  Strabo,  that  this  city  of  Tyre  during  their  repub-  Strab. 
lican  government,  and  in  the  procefs  of  350  years  j^F' 
after,  arrived  at   its  antient    luftre  and  riches,  by 
means  of  traffick  and  navigation. 

A  a  4  And 
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And  tho*  the  emperor  Septimu!  Severus    about 
1 70  years  after  facked  the  city  of  Tyrus^  and  de- 
mohfhed  it,  yet  Ulpianus   about  thirty  years  after 
this  tells  us,  namely  about   220  years  after  Chrift, 
DIg.1.50.  *'  That  Tyre^  his  native  city,  was  an  ally  of  the 
T1M5.I.  I  "  i?ö»2^«  empire,  and   was  very  confiderablé  and 
"  mighty  for  war.     And   that  they  of  Tyre  had 
*'  obtained  of  the  emperor  Alexander  Severus,  the 
"  right  of  the  free  citizens  oi^  Italy;  and  according 
"  as  a  free  ftate  had  power  of  chufmg  and  making 
After  that  ^^  their  own  laws  and   magiftrates.     And   to  this 
it  loft  all   day  Tyre   hath   been  expofcd   to   all  the  fame  ac- 
''* ''"''-^   •  cidents  by  monarchical  governments,  which  thofe 
lands  were  fubjefl  to  in  the  following  times  of  the 
Saracens^  Chrijiians^  and  Turks,  which  we  before 
mentioned  at  Sydon:  fo  that  Tyre  is  now  inhabited 
by  almoft  none  but  ft  rangers  and  merchants,  who 
for  fome  fmall  time  refide  there ;  among  whom  are 
many  Frenchmen  that  deal  in  filk. 
Q^Curt.  1.      And  thus  we  fee  thefe  two  republicks  loft:  their 
4.  Strabo.  trafEck  and  navigation,  not  by  wars  or  earthquakes, 
1.16.         |3y  v;^hich  they  were   more  than  once  overthrown 
and  ruined ;  but  by  the  lofs  of  their  free  govern- 
ment,   whereas   otherwife   they  as  often  refettled 
themfelves.     And  in  what  condition  thofe  two  ci- 
ties are  at  this  time,  we  may  be  inform'd   by  the 
'As  Is  feen  travels  of  that  worthy  Engltjh  writer  Sandys,   who 
%^^'^^^  fays,  "  That  the  Emer,   or   hereditary  prince  of 
*.  z^qf^to  "  ^y^^'*^  and  Tyre,  was  fprung  from  the  old  French 
114.         "  that  went  thither  with  the  Chriftian  king  Gö^rry 
*'  de  Bouillon  to  conquer  the  holy  land  ;   who  be- 
•'  fides  feveral  taxes  and  imports  he  cxadled  of  his 
"  fubjeds,  takes  the  fifth  part  of  their  revenue.'* 
And  tho'  he  r;,kes  for  cuftom  but  three  -per  cent,  of 
foreign  merchants  for  their  iniported  and  exported 
goods,  yet  we  may  eafily  obfcrve  how  little  iraffick 
and  navigation  can  profp'rr   there,  feeing,  as  Mr. 
Sandys  fays,  "  The  laid  Chriitian  tributary  prince, 

named 
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*'  named  Facardyn^  keeps  continually  in  his  fer- 
"  vice  forty  thoufind  foldiers,  and  lately,  viz.  in 
"  161 1,  caufed  falfe  Holland  lion  dollars  to  be 
"  coined,  and  made  them  pafs  current  in  receipts 
"  and  payments  as  if  they  had  been  made  of 
*'  good  alloy  -,  and  that  it  is  ufual  with  him  tofeize 
"  the  goods  of  merchants  that  die  ther€,  yea  even 
"  the  goods  of  foreign  facflors,  fo  that  the  right 
'*  owners,  or  inheritors  cannot  get  them  out  of  his 
"  hands,  unlefs  they  agree  to  pay  him  half  the 
**  value.  And  befides,  thofc  cities  are  wholly  un- 
"  fortified,  having  only  a  caftle  for  the  prince  to 
"  keep  his  court  in.*'  It  is  not  therefore  to  be 
wondred  at  what  Sandys  fays,  "  That  thefe  two 
"  cities  are  fo  ruined,  that  they  Icarce  retain  a 
*'  fhadow  of  their  antient  grandeur  and  renown  ; 
"  therefore  they  deferve  to  have  no  more  faid  of 
''  them." 

I  (hould  leave  off  here,  but  that  I  forefee  it  will 
be  objefled,  That  Sydon  had  certainly  one  fupreme 
vifible  head  of  their  republiek.  And  befides,  the 
kings  ofTJT«j  areby  (licredand  profane  hiftory  re- 
prefented  as  veryfimous:  from  whence  we  may 
conclude,  thatfuch  a  government  very  wellconfifts 
with  the  flourifliing  of  trade  and  navigation.  I 
I  anfwer,  that  the  faid  hiftories  do  clearly  inform 
us,  that  the  faid  fovereign  princes  of  6)'^o;/,  namely 
Tennis,  Mentor  and  Strata,  were  in  their  refpec- 
tive  times  the  ruin  oïTyrus.  And  as  to  the  king 
whom  Diodorus  Siculus,  and  /Irrianus  report  in 
in  their  hiftories  to  have  been  in  'J'yrus  when  Alex- 
ander  the  Great  befieged  that  city,  the  learned  af- 
firm, that  *tis  a  miftake,  and  muft  be  underftood 
of  Sydon,  and  its  lail  government. 

And  that  we  may  clearly  expound  what  the  holy 
fcripture  fpeaks  of  the  kings  of  ï}'^^»  without  con- 
tradicting what  1  affirm  of  their  being  a  free  ftate, 
I  fiiail  tranQatea  paffage  out  of  the    16th  book  of 

that 
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that  authentiek  writer  S.'raho  ;  and  the  rather,  fince 

I  Conceive  that  the  ftate  of  thefetwo  republicks  are 
there  well  exprefsM.  "  Next  to  Sydon^  Tyre,  fays 
he,  *'  is  the  greateft  and  oldeft  city  of  Pha^niciay 

*'  may  be  compared  with  it  for  largenefs,  beauty 

"  and  antiquity,  and  is  famous  in  many  hiftories. 

*'  And  tho'  poets  extol  Sydon  more,  yea  and  fo  far, 

"  that  Homer  makes  no  mention  of  Tyre  at  all  ; 

*'  yet  is  Tyre  by  its  colonies  extending  as   far  as 

"  Africa  and  Spain,  without  the  ftraits  of  Gibral- 

*'  ter,  become  more  famous.     So  that  thefe  cities, 

•  **  both  now  as  well  as  of  antient  times,  are  fo  emi- 

"  nent  for  gallantry,  luftre,  and  antiquity,  that  at 

*'  thisdayitis  unqueftioned  which  of  themoughtto 

*'  be  accounted  the  chief  city  of  Phoenicia  .     Sydon 

*•  lies  on  a  fea-haven,  on  the  continent ;  but  Tyre 

*'  is  an  ifland,  and  is  almoft  as  well   inhabited  as 

"  Aradus ;  it  is  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  bank 

**  or  caufey  made  by  Alexander  when  he  befieged 

•'  this  city.      It  has  two  havens,  one  of  which  was 

•'  called  the  inclofed  haven,  the  other  named  the 

•*  Egyptian,  or  open  haven.     It  is  faid,  that  the 

«*  houfes  here  have  more  {lories  than  thofe  at  Rome, 

*'  and  therefore  that  city  was  fometimes  well  nigh 

"  deftroyed  by  earthquakes,  as  it  was  h'^  Alexander, 

"  But  it  overcame  all  thofe  difafters,  and  reftored 

*'  it  felf  by  means  of  its  navigation,  wherein,  as 

•'  alfo  for   its  purple  dye,  thofe  di  Phosnlcia   ex- 

**  ceeded   all  other  nations.     The  purple  of  Tyre 

*'  is  accounted  the  beft,  and  that  fifhery  lies  very 

*'  near  them,  as  do  all    the  other  neceffaries  for 

*'  dying ;  and  tho'  the  great  number  of  dyers  made 

**  the  city   uneafy  to  other  inhabitants,    yet  they 

"  were  thereby  enriched.     They  did  not  only  un- 

*'  der  their  kings  preferve  their  own  free  ftate,  and 

**  power  of  making  what   laws  they  pleafcd,  but 

^•^  alfo  among  the  ficmans,  who   for  a  fmall   tri- 

'*  buce  eftablilhtd  their  council.     Hercules  hextrsL- 

"   vagantly 
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•*  vagantly  honoured  by  them.  How  powerful 
"  they  were  at  fea,  appears  by  their  numerous  and 
•*  large  colonies."     So  much  of  Tyrus. 

"  The  Sydonians  are  famous  for  their  manifold 
*'  and  excellent  arts,  whereof  Homer  alfb  fpeak- 
•'  eth  ;  they  are  moreover  renowned  for  their  phi- 
"  lofophy,  aftronomy  and  arithmetick,  having 
•'  begun  it  upon  obfervations  and  failing  by  night : 
*'  for  thofe  two  arts  are  proper  for  traffick  and 
*'  navigation.  It's  faid  the  Egyptians  found  out 
**  the  meafuring  of  land,  which  is  needful  to  fcC 
•*  limits  and  bounds  to  every  man's  ground,  when 

J*'  the  overflowing  of  the  iV/7^  deft  roys  the  land- 
*'  marks.  It  is  believed,  that  this  art  came  to 
"  the  Greeks  from  the  Egyptians^  as  the  Grecians 
•*  learned  aftronomy  and  arithmetick  from  the 
*'  Phoenicians ;  and  all  the  other  parts  of  philo- 
•*  fophy  may  be  fetch'd  out  of  thofc  two  cities : 

t  *'  yea  if  wc  may  believe  Pojftdonius^  that  ancient 
**  learned  piece  (de  Atomis)  concerning  the  indi- 
*'  vifible  parts  of  all  bodies,  was  written  by  Mof^ 
*'  chus  a  Sydonianj  who  lived  before  the  Trojan 
*'  war.  But  I  fliall  let  thefe  old  things  pafs  and 
•'  fay,  that  in  our  time  Boethius^  with  whom  we 
"  pradifed  Arifiotle^s  philofophy,  and  his  brother 
*'  Diodofus^  both  excellent  philofophers,  were 
*'  Sydonians.  Antipater  was  of  Tyrus^  as  alfo 
*'  Apollonius,  a  little  before  our  time,  who  made 
*'  a  catalogue  or  lift  of  all  the  philofophers,  and 
*'  of  the  books  of  Zeno^  and  of  all  them  that 
'*  followed  his  philofophy."     Thus  far  Strabo. 

I  ftiall  now  turn  to  the  01  her  republicks  of  AJia  \ 
amongft  which  thofe  fmall  iflands  of  Banda  and 
Amhoyna  are  very  remarkable,  becaufe  they  were 
formerly  governed  in  an  ariftocratical  manner  by 
the  moft  confiderable  inhabitants  of  thofe  refpe(5live 
^  iflands ;  which  during  that  government  drove  fo 
great  a  trade  in  their  fpices,  of  cloves,  mace,  nut- 
megs. 
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Grot.  megs,  and  the  return  and  dependencies  of  them, 
Hift.1.15.  (-j^at  tho'  the  third  part  of  the  fpices  were  not  carried 
bitantsX^  '^Y  ^'Pping  ^^  Calicut^  that  great  ftaple  or  ftore- 
Banda  ^^W  houfe  oï  India  %  and  being  fold,  were  carried  to 
Amboyna  Bajjora,  and  from  thence  to  Cairo,  with  caravans ; 
and  laftly  from  thence  tranfported  to  Europe  by 
fhipping  :  neverthelefs  the  fultans  of  Syria  and 
E^ypi,  through  whofe  Jands  the  fame  were  brought 
hither,  as  alio  the  cloves  of  the  Molucca  iflands, 
were  wont  to  receive  yearly  above  eighty  thcufind 
ducats  for  cuftom  ;  fo  that  the  faid  iflands  flounlhed 
then  in  riches. 

But  in  1512,  when  thtPortuguefe  firft  navigated 
thofe  feas,  and  afterwards  fought  with  the  people 
of  Banda,  the  inhabitants  were  fo  terrified  by  thefe 
new  people,  and  their  unheard  of  military  art,  that, 
conceiving  themfelves  unable  to  withftand  that  for- 
midable outlandifh  power,  they  raflily  agreed  to 
eleft  out  of  their  own  people  the  moft  confiderable 
perfons  for  their  better  defence,  and  thereby  im- 
mediately lofl  much  of  their  freedom ;  and  after- 
ward they  were,  partly  by  the  jealoufy  they  had  of 
each  other,  viz.  of  the  free  inhabitants  againft  their 
refpeélive  heads,  and  of  fuch  fuperiors  among 
themfelves;  and  being  in  part  likewife  overcome 
by  the  Portuguefe,  they  were  at  length  forced  to 
fubmit  to  that  foreign  yoke. 

And  laftly,  there  was  fome  freedom  ftill  remain- 
ing in  thofe  iflands,  when  the  Netherlander s  that 
were  enemies  to  the  Portugiiefe  began  to  frequent 
them  ;  and  thefe  people  of  Banda,  who  greatly  af- 
fect their  liberty,  looked  upon  the  Dutch  as  angels 
fent  from  heaven  to  defend  them,  and  to  deliver 
the  other  iflands  from  the  flavery  of  the  Portu- 
gueje.  For  which  end  the  natives  entered  into  al- 
liances with  us  for  common  defence  ;  covenanting, 
that  we  might  not  only  build  houfes  and  ware- 
houil'S,  and  dv/ell  xhere   to  trade  in  their  fpices, 

but 
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but  expreQy  agreeing  that  they  oï  Banda  and  Am- 
hoyna   fliould  feil  their  fpices  to  no  other  peopJe : 
v/hence  proceeded  all  that  iifually  happens   when 
weak  ftates  or  potentates  call  in  too  powerful  afii- 
ftants,  vi-z,.   that  not  only  the  Portiigusfe  loll  their 
power  over  thefe  iflands,    but  the  natives  loft  their 
tree  govern mcnt  and  trade,  and  are  now  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Dutch  Eaji-India  company.     It  is 
alfo  very  obfervuble,  that  the  fpices  of  thofe  iQands,    .  , 
when  brought  into  Europe  by  way  or  rorlugal^  „5,^  „;,^^^ 
produced  yearly  to  the  king  above  two  hundred /^w//;;^?^/^ 
thoufand  ducats.     But  the  faid  iflands  being  r\\m\\Mj^-'f^°"- 
by  the  forces  of  the  Portiiguefe^    and  thofs  of  the'    ^'^^'  ■'^* 
Dutch  Eajl-  India  QOVL\^\\r)y ^   and  the  faid  company 
deft roy ing  their  fpices  which  produced  too  gr.-at  a 
quantity  for  them  to  vent,  their  plenty  by  degrees 
decay'd,  and  their  commerce  is  now  mightily  di- 
miniftied,  as  we  may  underftand  by  the  hiftories  of 
Indin^  and  from  thofe  that  have  been  lately  there. 

Hitherto  I  have  at  large  infifted  upon  the  caufes  "TJ^^  city  of 
of  the  ruin  of  traffick,  and  navigation  in  the  repub-  ^^'^^^^Z^ 
Jicks     before    mentioned,      becaufe     they     were  ^JiJJio^^ 
not  common.     But  feeing  the  cafes  of  the  following  and  trade 
republicks,  together  with  their  navigation  and  zowi-  fi^'^^gas  it 
merce,  are  fufficiently  known  by  moft  men,  I  fhall  ^pv^^*^ 
ufe  no  more  words  about  them  than  may  ferve  ^^  !Jcrnment' 
the  purpofe  we  aim  at.     It  is  well  known  that  the 
city  of  Carthage  was  built  by  a  colony  from  Tyrus^ 
about  the  year  of  the  world  2940-,  and  that  it  was 
governed  by  its  own  free  popular  government,  un- 
der two  Sufetss,  or  yearly  burgomafters,  and  judges, 
who  jointly  for  that  time  were  fupreme  magiftratcs, 
and  had  a  council  corififting  of  fome  hundr-eds  of 
perfons,   without   any   fupreme   head ;  and    about 
800  years  fucceftively  was  very  famous  for  naviga- 
tion and  commerce,  and  became  incredibly  weal- 
thy and  populous. So  that  after  the  fiid  republiek  and 
city  by  manifold  wars,    and  eipeciaily  by  its  laft 

againft 
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Geogr.  1.  againft  the  Romans^  had  loft  an  infinite  number  of 
'7-  burghers  in  feveral  unfortunate  battels,  and  was  near 

its  ruin,  yet  by   what  Strabo  credible  tefiifieth, 
there  were  remaining  in  Carthage  at  leaft  feven 
hundred  thoufand  inhabirants,  who  alfo  at  the  fame 
time  in  a  very  fliort  fpace,   built  and  made  an  ex- 
traordinary number  ol  (hips,  and  arms.     And  be- 
fides,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Carthaginians^ 
'^^    ^^ y.Ywhg  in  great  plenty,  were  by  their  two  pow- 
tj!;ejaverv^^^^^   nobiiity   involv'd   in   many  wars,  to  make 
thereupon   conquefts,  by  which  at  laft  they  were  fo  overborne 
following,  by  the  Romans^  who  were  more  warlike  than  they, 
alltrajfick  ^j^^j.  Q^yij^^^g  ^as  wholly  deftroyed  ;  and  tho  it 
gation,       ^^^e  afterwards  rebuilt,  and  again  ruined,  yet  being 
diverted  of  its  free  government  by  the  Romans^ 
and  the  fucceeding    monarchs,   it  was  never  after- 
wards   famous   for     merchandize   or    navigation. 
Thofe  that  defire  to  know  more  of  Carthage^   let 
them  read  Jujlin,  Diodorus,  Polybius^  Livy^  Stra- 
bo^ and  efpecially  Appianus  Alexandrinus. 
Thus'went      Afterwards,  commerce  and  navigation  did   in- 
matters      credible   flourifh  in   the   Grecian  republicks   and 
•"""'f.  *^'    iflands ;  amongft  which  Athens  and   Rhodes  were 
trapc  of   ^^^^  confiderable.     And    it  dcferves   Qur  notice, 
Grecians,  that  all  that  country,  when  under  the  Romans  as 
their  allys,  did  ftill  retain  a  great  part  of  their  go- 
vernment, together  with  their  commerce  and  navi- 
gation •,   hut  loft  all  after  they  were  brought  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  fucceeding  monarchs. 
And  the         After  this,  commerce,  navigation  and  manufac- 
Italians.     tures,  fettled  and  continued  in  the  Italian  repub- 
licks, fo  long  as  they  enjoyed  their  liberty.     But 
Viz.  Mi-    we  may  eafiiy  perceive,  that  Florence  and  Milan, 
Ian,  Flo-  tho'  they  became  the  courts  of  monarchs  or  ftadthol- 
rence,  Pi-  ^Igrs,  did   much  decreafe  in  their  commerce  during 
McM've  ^^^  monarchical  government.    It  is  alfo  known  that 
lL!rty''anJ  ^(A  in'^'^lcr  x  free  government  was  famous  for  a   fo- 
iraffick.      reign  trade,  but  now  fince  itsfubjetflion  has  loft  all 

its 
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its  commerce  ;  and  fo  in  truth  have  all  the  old  great  Qenoa, 
Italian  cities  fince  the  lols  of  their  free  government,  ^"cca.awi 

•  /-    Venice 

fo  that  they  are  fallen  almoft  to   nothing,  unlefs  retaintldr 
where  the  princes  or  ftadtholders  by  their  train,  and  Ubetty  and 
the  confumption  of  their  courts  or  families,  have  *rade. 
in  fome  meafure  prevented  the  f\me.     Whereas 
thofe  two-ill  fituated  towns,  Venice  and  Genoa,  by 
their  free  government,  notwithftanding  the  lofs  and 
removal  of  the  India  trade,  have  preferved  their 
greatnefs  and  traffick,  as  much  as  poflible,  and  lit- 
tle Lucca  keeps  her  trade  ftill. 

It's  known  that  afterwards  by  the  converfion  oï  A7:d  the 
Pruffia  and  Liefland,  much  foreign  traffick  and  Hans 
navigation  fettled  in  the  Hans  rcptiblicksj  and '^'^"'^' 
that  all  thofe  that  were  not  able  to  hold  and  preferve 
their  freedom  in  former  ages,  Joftall  their  traffick; 
fo  that  Straelfond,  Ri^a,  Stetin,  Koningsberg, 
and  other  cities  which  are  under  a  monarchical  go- 
vernment, or  have  loll  their  liberty,  can  expedt 
no  more  trade  than  what  neceffarily  depends  on 
their  own  fituation.  Whereas  on  the  contrary, 
Lubeck  and  Hamburgh,  with  a  free  government, 
have  had  a  greater  trade  and  navigation  than  their 
fituation  neceffarily  required.  As  we  fee  it  ftill  in 
Germany  t\\2it  Bremen,  Embden,  Munfler,  &c.  being 
continually  put  to  wreftle  or  contend  with  their 
prince  or  head,  are  much  obftruóted  in  their  trade  ; 
and  that  the  traffick  there  could  not  keep  ics  footing 
in  any  monarchical  inland  cities,  but  only  in  the 
free  imperial  towns,  as  Nuremburg,  Aiisburg, 
Frankfort,  &c, 

'''In  x.\\t  Neth:rland  provinces  it  is  manifeft  h^  In  the 
the  manufadlures,   fiflieries,   and  foreign  traffick,  ^^jher- 
that  commerce  thrives  bell   in  free  governments.  ^^^^^^—^" 
For  when  the  earls  or  dukes  were  fo  weak  and  \\\-  and nanji- 
armed,  that  they  v/e re  forced   to  fubmit  to  \\\oitgation 
cities  that  flouriffied  by  traffick,  and  could  not  op-  ^'*y^  ^"^ 
pofe  the  true  intercft  of  the  merchants,  merchandize  ^a7i"da:id 

flouriffied  :  ruined. 
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flourifhed  :  but  when  the  earls  or  dukes  became  fo 
power! ul  as  to  make  war  againft  the  great  trading 
cities,  clorh-trade,  fiihery  and  iraffick,  were  by 
little  and  little  driven  out  of  the  land.  Thus  about 
the  year  i^oo,  and  after,  the  cities  oïGent^  Bruges^ 
"xViiS  Ipres  lofl;  much  of  their  trade  in  manufaólures  ; 
7iï\i\  about  the  year  1490,  the  city  of  Bruges  loft 
moftof  her  trade  by  fea,  wjien  the  arch-duke  Max-' 
imiiian  brought  that  town  into  fubjeóliöïi.  And  laft- 
]y,  all  the  oihcv  F  I emi/h  fca-ports  loft  their  fiftiery, 
when  they  were  forced  to  lubmit  to  the  king  of 
Spam ;  and  yet  during  our  wars,  they  would  ra- 
ther turn  all  their  force  to  invade  us  by  land,  than 
beftow  their  money  to  clear  the  feasfor  their  own 
inhabitants,  by  which  they  could  have  done  Holland 
and  Zealand  much  more  mifchief. 
Jn  Bra-  Thus  thofe  o\  Brabant  alfo,  particularly  in  Bruf- 

m!faaures  ■^^^'^'  Tienen  and  Lovain^  loft  much  of  their  trade  in 
end  trade  manufa6lures  about  the  years  1300  and  1400 ;  and 
did  for-  in  the  following  age  under  the  houfe  of  Burgundy^ 
merlyjlou-  when  thofe  dukes  were  fo  powerful  as  to  force  thofe 
'^  *  towns.  Thus  we  law  in  the  following  age,  that  the 

duke  of  Anjoii  being  an   illuftrious  prince,  and  a 
great  warrior,    was  no  fooner   become    duke  of 
Brabant^  than  the  mighty  mercantile  city  of  Ant^ 
ii}erp  run  a  great  hazard  by  the  French  fury  of 
lofing  all  its  traffick.     And  iaftly,  it  adually  loft 
all  its  trafnck   by  fea  about  the  year  1585,  when 
Philip  II.    took  the  city  by  the  prince  of  Parma: 
and  built  a  caftle  with  a  Spanifi  gdiVn'ïon  there, with- 
out ever  endeavouring  to  rcftore  to  the  merchants 
Likenvife    their  trade,  by  opening  the  Scheld. 
i^w!'-"^      Thus  were  moft  of  the  anticnt  cities  of  Holland 
tures   '      opprcft,  fo  lo-'g  as  they  had  their  particular  lords, 
throve       who  ufed  to  cutb  the  cities,  and  open  country,  by. 
'I'jhilji  the  forts  and  caftles,  but  would  not  fuffer  them  to  be, 
earls  --vere  called  and  tortified  for  the  fccuritv  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  as  appears  by  Haerlem^  Delft  ^  hey  den  ^  Am- 
Jlerdaniy  Goude,  Gorciiw^  Sec.     But  thofe  cities  after- 
wards 
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wards  enjoying  more  freedom  under  their  indigent 
unarmed  earls,  when  they  made  ufeof  them  to  over- 
power rhe  ancient  Ho^lan  /g'^ntry  and  nobility,  who 
likewife  opprelTcd  their  fmall  cities  •,  they  did  abouc 
the  year  i  300  begin  to  gain  the  Fleinijh  and  Bra- 
bant manufaóturies,  which  forfook  their  places  of 
abode  •,  and  they  loft  moft  of  them  again  about  the 
year  1450,  or  foon  after,  when  our  earJsand  dukes 
o{  Burgundy  were  able  by  their  forces  to  fubdue  all 
thofe  ciiys.  And  tho  during  the  laft  troubles,  and 
compulfion  in  matters  of  religion,  many  FlemiJJj 
and  Brabant  clothiers  and  merchants  retired  and 
fettled  in  Holland  about  the  year  1586,  yet  were 
they  prefently  in  great  danger  of  being  driven  out 
again  by  the  zealous,  and  f^emingly  pious  adlivity 
of  our  captain-general,  otherwile  called  the  govern- 
ment of  the  earl  (?ƒ  Leicefter,  who  by  the  intereft  of 
the  clergy  with  his  courtiers,  and  Engliflj  foldiery, 
endeavoured  to  make  himfelf  lord  of  the  country  : 
and  for  that  end  having  reviled  the  ftates,  and  the 
merchants  for  libertiries,  and  defpicable  interlopers, 
ifiued  very  prejudicial  placaets  againft  traffick  and 
navigation  j  and  laftly,  defignM  by  furprizal  to 
have  taken  and  fcized  the  three  greateft  trading 
citys,  viz,  /Imjlerdam^  Leyden^  and  Enchuyfen. 

So  that  if  this  governour  and   captain-general  ^//^/^-^e 
had  not  perceived  that  our  foldiery  were  incenled  ^'^^^M'^^- 
againft  the  Eriglijh  forces  under  him,    and  that  the  ^^JJ^ 
government  of  the  land  was  by  this  means  able  to  ha^e  dri- 
oppofj  him,  by  fetting  up  another  military  head,  'vena-iua^ 
whether  it  were  count  Hohenlo  or  count  Maurice  of^''^f"^^  ""^ 
Naffau  :  and  again,  if  this  carl  of  Leicejler  had  not  f^^^,^^^ 
ben  a  fjbjctft  to  queen  Eiizubeth  of  England^  whofe  pre^v^nted. 
favour  he  much  needed  to  make  himfelf  fovereign 
here;  and  befides,  if  afterwards  he  had  not  found 
himfelf  conftrained  to  leave  thefe  lands  by  command 
of  the  faid  queen,  he  had  certainly  by  this  his  mo- 
B  b  narchicai 


370  tf^:iy  Holland  ƒ /^rV/  no  more    Part  IIT. 

narcliical  government,  driven  away  our  manufac- 
turies,  fifheries,  traffick,  and  navigation. 

The  fame  were  afterwards  in  great  danger  under 
the  fucceeding  captain-genera  Is  (when  we  might  have 
had  a  peace)  by  the  continual  high  convoy- monies, 
and  the  nolcfs  formidable  piracies  of  the  Dunkirkers 
upon  our  merchant- men  and  fifhcrs,  and  alfo  by  the 
needlefs  and  intolerable  impofts  raifed  in  the  year 
i6i8,  but  efpecially  in  the  year  1650,  at  which 
time  the  cities  wtre  brought  under  by  our  own  hired 
military  forces,  as  is  yet  trefli  in  memory. 

CHAP.     IV. 

Reafons  why  the  inhabitants  of  Holland  were 
no  ?nore  damnified  under  the  governme?it  of 
the  captains-general  or  Jiadtholders. 

0\^]>idi.      TJUT  fome  may  objeA,  that  all  thefe  reafons 
Has  not      13  ^"d  examples  cannot  weigh  down  a  contrary 
Holland    example  taken  from  ourfelves,  lix.  That  Holland 
profpered    h^^yji-jg  ^  govemour  for  life,  or  a  continued  captain- 
eondua'sf  general,  carrying  on  a  conftant  war  both  by  fca 
captains     land,   with  a  great  army  in  pay,  obtained  the  trade 
gumral  ?    which  removed  from  Au'werp^  and  keeps  it   ft  ill, 
Thatduringthefaidformof  government/V«?//i2W(j/hath 
advanced  itfelf  in  all  forts  ol  commerce,  manufac- 
tures, fifheries,   and  navigation,  incomparably  a- 
bove  all  other  adjacent  countries,   and  efpecially 
above  Flanders  and  Brabant^  where  the    trade  of 
manufadiures  and  traffick  had   fome   time  betore 
mightily  fiouriflied:  fothat  the  faid  form  of  govern- 
ment feems  to  confjfb  very  well  with  the  intercft  of 
the  country.     Tho'  this  objeclion  is  perhaps  fuffici- 
€ntly  refuted  in  the  foregoing  chapters, yet  it  will  not 
beamifs  to  anfv/er  it  diliinólly. 

Firft,  it  is  to  be  noted  in  general,  that  at  the 
time  when  Antwerp  loft  its  traffick,  as  alfo  after- 
wards, there  were  in  all  the  adjacent  countries  much 

greater 
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grtat:'r  ()bftru6"tions  ro  trade  than  in   Holland^  r / 2:.  TZ-^/ /?"<?«- 
aniono;  a!)   the  monarchs  and  princes,  whofe  lavilh  ^'^ '"«§^ 

11    1  J  r  y/'ï^t'  may 

government    preys  upon    all  burgers  and  pealants,  i^  „ttrihu- 
and  lay;,  upop.  the  merchint  :he  intolerable  burdens  ted  toother 
iormerly  mentioned,  without  toleration  of  religion,  caufes, 
i^vt  onlv  in  Poland.     And  that  in  all  the  republicks  ^]''"''^y  " 
on   the   iLailem  lea,  and    land  cities,    all  Itrangers   ^^^^^  ^^j 
were,    by  tiie  monopolies  of  the  burgerfhip,    and  Ulgovem- 
guilds  excluded  from  traffick,  from  being  o^  nas  men  t  of  the 
of  fhips  and  medling  in  manutaiSturcs  ;  and  btfides  ^''■^"'['^^ 
thf  y  toierated  but  one  religion.     So  that  at  the  be- 
ginnir.g  of  the  troubles  cfpecially,  there  being  no  And  the 
ilich  apparent  monarchical  government  in  Holland ^out^vard 
but  thelhadow  of  liberty,  the  prmce  of  Orange  "■' f '■'''"'^ 

,  ,  .     r  •  ^  V     1  •  J  P    of  our  re- 

and  his  favourite?,  to  encreaie  his  party,  and  ^^^^  publican 
them  adhere  more  clofe  to  him,  continually  ho2i?i-  goiern- 
cd   rhat  he  had  no  other  intent  but  to  defend  the  ment. 
common  freedom,  and  to  encreafc  it  in  thefe coun- 
tries.    And  indeed  there  being  at  that  time  in  Hol- 
land  freedom  of  religion,   burgerfliip,   and  guilds, 
with  fm.ili  charge  of  convoy  and  curtoms  applicable 
to  the  clearing  of  tlïe  leas,  which  were  then  very 
little  infeiled  •,  it  is  no  wonder  that  traffick  and  na- 
vigation fettled  here. 

For  it  is  evident,  that  all  the  forementioned  vex- 
ations, viz.  that   violent  opprelTion  of  the  lawful 
government,  and  all  thofe  taxes  with   which   the 
common  inhabitants  are  now  burdenM,   were  intro- 
duced gradually,  and  from  year  to  year  increafed; 
To   that  they  were  heavieft  in  the  year  1650,  in  a 
profound  peace,  and  likely  to  continue  fo  tor  ever,  ^^^  '^'  ^ 
when  the  captain-general  openly  fet  himfdf  agair.ft  „^^"2 '^*' 
his  lawtul  fovercign,  and  not  only  impioufly  tramp   chap.  i. 
led  upon  his  matters  that  payed  him  his  wages,  but  S  22. 
alfo  upon  the  lacred  rights  of  the  people,  and  their 
reprelentatives  •,    fix  of  whom  from  the  citi-^s  of 
Z)(?»'/,   Ilaerlem,    Dflfi.,   Uorne^   and    Medemblick, 
legally  appearing  at  the  affcmbly  of  the  ftates  of 
B  b  2  Hollanii 
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Holland  and  Weji-Friefland^  his  fovereign, he  dared 
to  imprifon,  only  for  having  rhe  courage  to  re- 
fuTe  to  keep  on  foot  fome  taxes  for  maintenance  of 
the  fold iery  •,  which  faid  reprefentatives  he  releafcd 
,  not  till  they  had  renounced  all  government  in  Hol- 

iand'So  tliat  every  one  might  fee  wh.it  a  terrible  thing 
a  tyrannical  monarch,   prince  during  life,  or  ftadt- 
holder  was  in  Holland^  and  how  little  appearance 
there  was,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  fliould 
ever  be  eafed  of  their  taxes. 
Weought        Secondly,  as  to  the  captains  general,  or  ftadt- 
'Tr     r   ^**^^*'^^^^  ^"  particular-,   I  lay,  feeing  thefe  lands  un- 
capfatKs     dtr  our    firft   captain-general,  prince   Willam   of 
general,  ar  Orange,  who  was  a  prudent  lord,  were  oblig'd  to 
Jladthol-     make  war  againft  their  own  puillant  prince,  who 
das  ha'üe  ^ ^^^  irreconcilable  to  the  caprain-seneral,  he  was 
or  harm.    ^^   no  conditiOH    ol"  iaving  Cither  his  own   Jite    or 
^W/r/f ^li  eftate,  but   by  promoting' the  profperiry  of  thefe 
to  prince     fi^-jall  countrics  as   far  as  he  was  able,  in  order  to 
,   '^."^  , keep  his  footina;  in  them.     For  in  cafe  the  faid 
hhfafeh    ^^'"^^^"^  "^<^  '"  thole  days  not  been  carerul  to  gain 
in  fome"     the  good  will  and  affeftion  of  the  rulers  and  inha- 
meafure  :n  bitants,  by  providing  for  their  univerfal  welfare 
HoUand/  and  prefervation,  he   had   certainly   run   the  rifk, 
projpeny.  ^j^-^|^  might  have  enfued  upon  the  people's  mak- 
king  their  peace  with  their  fovereign;  which  how 
advantageous  foever  the  terms  might  have  been  for 
the  captain- genera],  yet  it  would    neceffarily  have 
drawn  on  his  ruin  fooner  or  later. 
And  after-      Qur  fccond  captain-general,  the  earl  of  Lw^/?^;*, 
j'-^'^st  e  pj-Qy.g(_^  fQ  detrimental  to  us  during  his  two  years 
Leicefter    government,  that  if  he  had  not  ftood  in  awe  of  the 
1x^0  did     ftates  Q^  Holland  and  Zealand,  who  were  ftiil  obey'd 
""^J^'        by  prince  Willi  am*  s  lieutenant  the  count  of /Yöwt/^?, 
and   had  he  not  been  afraid  of  the  army,  mofl  of 
whom  were  not   Englijh,  and  dreaded  queen  Eli- 
xabeth  of  England,  he  would  certainly,  by  con- 
tinuing fuch  maxims,  have  driven  away  our  trade 

and 
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and  republican  government,  and'ruinM  the  whole 
country. 

As  to  our  third  captain-general,  prince  Maurice^  Prince 
it  is  confefb'd,  that  in  the  i  )ilh  year  of  his  age,  when  ^^^"/J^*^^ 
he  became  ftadc holder  of  Holland  and  Zealand^  by  J^fjf^f. 
the  condud  chiefly  of  John  van  Oldenbarnevelt-y  /;V«/  /* 
and  becaufe  in  his  youth  he  followed  that  gentle-  the  fiaut, 
man's  grave  advice,  and  obey'd  his  mailers  the  ftates,  ^"^^^^^ 
be  did   them  great  fcrvice,  and  help'd  to  conquer  ^''^  * 
many  of  the  enemies  cities  in  a  little  time,  and  with 
fmall  expence  :  but  it  is  no  iefs  true,  that  the  faid 
prince,  efpecially  afcer  the  year  i6co,  being  3 2 years 
of  age  and  following  no  longer  the  command  of  the 
ftates,  nor  the  counfel  of  the  faid  Barntvelt,  of  ho- 
nourable memory,  but  his  own  maxims,  or  thofe  of 
count  William^  he  was  hardly  able,  with  much 
greater  expence,  to  keep  what  he  had  gotten. 

At  lead,  as  foon  as  x\\q  laid  prince  conceiv*d  that  Butgrtrivn 
the  countries  under  him  could  fubfift  againft  the  "Iff^lJ^'^ 
king  of  Spain^  he  not  only  negiefted,  but  oppofed  'ladtlS- 
and  wichftood  the  weüare  of  the  country,  thinking/^/,  dn 
thereby  to  increafe  his  own.  Thus  did  he  i'et  him-  afterguards 
fe!f  lb  violently  againft  the  truce  wjth  SpaiUy  that '^"'^'^^*'^ 
in  the  year  1608  he  wrote  to  the  particular  cities 
and  members  of  the  government  of  Holland^  ard  to 
Henry    IV.    of  France^    contrary  to  the  laws  and 
order  of  thegovernmenr,  topeifwade  them  and  him 
againft  the  treaty  for  a  truce  ;  yea,  and  threatned  to 
continue  the  war  againft  the  king  of  Spain,  tho  he 
fhould  have  no  aftiftance  but  that  of  Zealand  only. 
Nor  could  the  faid  truce  be  concluded  rill  avch-duke 
filbert  had  firft  promifed  to  pay  him  or  his  heirs  ^/r(r  Kego- 
the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  to  take  ^^'^•^^  J^- 
him  off  from  his  unrighteous  defjgns,  or  from  his^^"' 
unjuft  pretenfions,  as  the  ambaftïidor  Jeanin  wrote 
to  Henry  IV.  and  that  the  ftates  of  thtkUnited  Pro- 
vinces had    moreover  engaged  to  continue  him, 
during  the  fufpenüon  of  arms,  as  they  did  formt:rIf- 
B  b  i  in 


374  ^^h  Holland  ///^^('r'i  no  more  Part  HI. 

in  the  war,  in  all  his  military  office^,  and  other  ad- 
vantages,  which     he  rect-ivM    by  the  occafion    of 
the  war,  and    likcwifc   in  all    his  annuil    ordinal y 
and  excraoidinary    faKirits  or   ent-rtainments-,  and 
moreover  prclenred  him  with  a  yearly    hcrediiary 
revenue  ot  twenty  live  thouland  guilders,  which  at 
twenty  years  jnirch.iie  would  be  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  guikiers,  (lee  the  negotiations  of  yföw/?;,    who 
as  anibaffacior  of  i'Vv? ;/(<?,  was  mediator  in  that  treaty 
of  truce.'; And  wliich  is  more,the  faid  captain-general 
profccuting  fcvereiy  feveral  |3erfons  under  pretext  of 
edablifhing  the  true  religion,  the  moil  zealous  loveis 
of  Hollmm^s  weltare   were  iorcibiy  tui  n'd  ouc  of  the 
gov.  rnmenr,  iinpi  ifo'ied,  and  flaught.-red,  and  many 
inhabitants  driven  out  ot  the  country, 
chap   I  '^"       ^'^  '•'^'^  Viiwc  o[  the  4//^  captain  general  or  fladr- 
of  this       holder,  the  reader  is  delired  maturely  to  confider, 
book,  kz.    whether  tor  twenty  years  together  the  clearing  of 
t/Wer^      the  feas,   in  as  much   as  it  concerned  the   fifiieries, 
..^"^J^^     manufadures,  traffick  and  navigation  of  Holland, 
ment  all     was  not  dtfignedy  neglected:  and  therefore  whilll  the 
Holland     Dunkirkers  were  very  Ürong,  and  did  us  much  da- 
mrchant    .^^..^^^  by  fca,   thofe  monies  where  withdrawn  from 
fi'/hers  ^"    ^'^'^  admiralties  of  Holland^   which  v.ere  neceffarily 
nvere  a      djigned  lor  fcouring  the  feas,  and  levied  for  that 
continual    end  OH  goods  imported  and  exported.     And  more- 
freytotop.  Q^-r^   yj^^  have  Icen  thofe  manifold  impofls  raifed, 
^,.g         '  all  the  forces  of  the  land  madeufeof,  and  alfo  incre- 
He  foiii'ht  dible  fu.ms  of  money  taken  up  at  interefl,  to  make 
to  continue  conqu-:"i's  as  advanragtous  for  the  captain  gereral  as 
a  charge-    ^.ygj.  (-j-^^y  y^^.j-^  huttful  and  chaigeable  for  Holland. 
vnu^^^üll^^^  how  little  the  captain-general,  or  he  who,    in 
opract       refpe^St  of  his  great  age  and  u(.fitnefs,   had  then  the 
'Vi-as  con-    adminÜlration,  and  really  ruled  in  his  llead,  was  in- 
fW.-^  at   clijied  to  this  prefent  peace  with  Spain^  appears  by 
Aiumr'    ^'^'^'    ^^^^  in  the   year  1646,  the  25^-6  of  Augvfi^ 
/.  233.      Monfieur  Knw;t  made  a  report  to  the  prince,    and 
alfurcd  him,  that  he  had  covenanted  at  Alunjler 
.      -'■  for 
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,  for  his  own  or  his  ]ady*s  particular  facisfli6lion,    to 
have  the  value  of  upwards  of  five  millions  of  guil- 
ders.    Which  if  true,  we  may  perceive  that  in  the 
faid  private  treaty  of  peace  by  the  prince  of  Or/^/z^(*, 
his  pretenfions  that  were  annihilated  at  the  charge  Making 
of  the  YiiVi^o^  Spain^  ferved  only  for  a  cloke  to  his  clanJejihe 
frivolous  actions,  that  under  pretext  of  a  treaty  he  '^^^^"«'^ 
might  gain  the  lordfhipsof  Afö«//ör/,  ^^'^^nhergen  ^^-^.^u^^^^^^^ 
and  Turnhout^  with  checaftle  called  Bank  oï  Schoen-  hjmfclf. 
broek',  as  like  wife  a  yearly  increafe  of  revenue  of 
more  lorfhips,  to  a  very  confiderable  fum. 

And  how  much  the  exchanging  of  fome  meaner 
lordfliips  belonging  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  has 
tended  by  a  fair  pretext  to  gain  the  mighty  ftrong 
city  and  marquifate  of  Bi'rgen  op  Zoom,  may  be 
guelTed,  if  it  be  obferved  that  the  countefs  of  Ho- 
henfolern,  being  unwilling  to  quit  her  right  to  the 
marquifate,  and  he  in  the  mean  while  dying,  the 
executors  of  the  fucceeding,  and  now  reigning 
prince  of  Orange,  in  OSiober  1651,  adjufted  with 
the  king  of  Spain  upon  that  point,  viz.  that  the 
prince  of  Orange  fhould  continue  in  pofiefllon  of 
all  thofe  lorfhips  which  by  exchange  were  covenan- 
ted to  him,  and  moreover  fliould  receive  in  money 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  thouiand  guilders ;  and  5 
months  after  the  figning  of  the  covenant,  three  hun- 
(dred  thoufind  guilders  more:  and  lailly,  befidc^ 
thefe  five  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  a  yearly  rent 
of  eighty  thoufand  guilders  for  twenty  years  tQ  com?. 
So  that  it  feems  by  this  covenanted  excha^ige  of 
fome  lordfhips  againft  the  marquif\:;e  of  Bergen  2,- 
lone,  the  faid  prince  fiiould  rcceiyè  the  value  qf 
twenty  one  hundred  thoufand  guilders. 

And  therefore  it   is   evident,  that  the  king  0^  Of  the  king 
Spain  has  been  oblig'd  to  do  much  to  move  \\\^°f^^^'^K\ 
prince  in  particular  to  agree  to  this  prefent  peace  \ 
which  for  many  years  has  been  fo  frequently  offer- 
ed, to  Holland  by  the  king,  and  was  fo  nqcelBi'y 
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for  us:  as  thofe  ccntinu;U  and  extraordinary  rob- 
beries of  the  Dunkirkers^  and  the  taking  of  our 
fifiiermen  in  great  numbers,  and  our  exhaufted  and 
indebted  treafory  do  at  this  day  teftify.  But  if 
neverthelefs  it  fhould  be  objeéled,  that  ii  is  lawful 
and  commendable  for  any  man,  and  confcquently 
for  the  prince  of  Orange^  to  obftrud  a  peace  which 
would  be  difadvantageous  to  himfelf,  and  after- 
wards during  the  treaty  of  Munfter  privately  to  co- 
venant with  the  enemy  of  this  ftate  for  his  particular 
profit,  to  obtain  as  much  as  pofTibly  he  could,  I 
dtfirc;  it  may  be  obfervtd,  that  the  (lates  of  Holland 

2X\(.\  H't'ff  Friejland^wc  c[mx.c  another  conftru6lion 
Tart  1 .     jjf  (.[. jj-  af]f;^ir^  ^  2;. 

'^W'hichtho       "  That  when  Monficur  Knuyt^  plenipotentiary 

contrary  to  *'  of  this  (late,  at  the  treaty  of  iViV;7/?^r,  by  com- 

thcinftruc-  «  mand  and  inftruflion  of  the  prince  of  Orrt??^f,  of 

tions given  «  Jaudablc  memory,  vv-ithout  the  knowledge  of  the 

èath  yet    "   ft^te,  managed  and  Concluded  the  forementioned 

*'  treaty ;  he  was   neverthelefs  bound   up  to  the 

*'  infl.ru6li9ns  agreed  on  for  him,  ani  the  other 

**  plenipotentiaries  of  this  ftate  upon  the  28/*^  of 

*'  O^ober   164^^  liz.     That  no  fccret  inftruclion, 

'*  without  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  ilares  of 

*«  the  refpedive  provinces,  fhould  either  be  given, 

"  or   fent  to   the  amballadors  extraordinary,  and 

**  plenipotentiaries.     And    in    cafe   either  of  the 

provinces,  or  any  other  perfon,  fhould  beyond 

expedation  attempt  or  endeavour  fuch  a  thing; 

the^  the  ambalïïidors   extraordinary,  and  pleni- 

**  potentiaries,  (hail  not  receive,  but  forthwith  re- 

"  jed  it,  and  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the 

**  Itates  gei  era).      And   that   the   faid  Monfieur 

**  Knuyt  \n   puifaance   of  the  91/?  article    of  the 

'*  forementioned  inftruclions,  had  folemnly  fworn 

"  thereunto."  Whereuntothe  laid  ftatesof /^(?//^«J 

and  pyeft-Friefiand'in  the  9/^  chapter  do  add. 

*'  §.  8    That  the  ftates  and  the  refpedlive  provin- 
**  CCS,    were  certainly   well  informed,  what  great 

care 
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"  care  and   viv;ilancy  hath   been  usM  on  bt^half  of^*''"  f^e 
*'  the  (late,  that  hi  all  places,  none  excepted,  *^^'"'^~  !^^/^^/? 
"  prehended  in  the  treaty  of  peace  to  be  made  with  tothe'detri- 
"  the  king  of  .S/"/^/»,   it  (hould  be  covenanted,  i\\-i\:  mcnt  0/ tht 
"  the    fovereign   difpcfal    in    matters  of  religion  J-'n'ted 
"  fhould  remain  in  the  dates  ;  and  by  what  fcrious  j^^^jj^"^^, 
*'  and  exprefs  orders  the  forefiid  intention  of   the^^^y^//y  „ƒ• 
"  ftate  was  recommended  to  the  fiid  ambaffadors  Holland, 
**  extraordinary,    and   plenipotentiaries,  and   con-  '^  "^^'^^ 
"  fequently  to  Monfirur  Knuyt.     Neverthcltfs  the  ^'^7!#i'r* 
*'  Hates,  and  the  refptótive  provinces  do  find  in  the  (^j^ 
**  forefaid  treatv   of  the   8//&  of  January    1647, 
"  that  the  fiid  Monfieur  Knuyt^  in  the  name  of  his 
"   laid    highnc-fs,  did    exprefly    grant    and  agree, 
*'  that  in  all  places  which   by  the  laid  treaty  were 
*'  conceded  and  granted,  either  to  his  faid  highnefs, 
*'  or  to  his  lady  the  princefsof  Or^s.^^c^,  the  Roman 
*'  catholick  religion  fhould  be  maintained,  as  the 
"  lame  was  at  the  time  of  concluding  of  the  fore- 
■*'  faid  treaty  ;   and  alfo  the  fpiritual  perfor.s  fliou!>i 
"  le    iTiaintain'd  in   their  eftates,   fundions,    free 
*'  ex::rcifes,  and  immunities. 

"  §   9.  So  that  in  regard  of  the  city  of  5^'^;;^  r-  -^^^  "»- 
*'  gen  only  (over  and  above  the  other  places  in  the '^f"'^'" '* 
"  forefaid   treaty  mentioned)   the  faid  city   being  J/,^;^^2 
"  within  the  province  oï  Holland,  and  lyin.g  under /ro^^/Z/t'^o» 
"  the  fovereign  command  of  thofc  ftates  •,  there  was  ^%''^»«> 
*'  granted   much  mere  to  the  king  of  Spain,  than  ^f''""^^ '". 
"  was  made  over  by  the  ad  of  fcclufion  to  the  faid  SminS^ 
"  lord  prottdor.  theRomiüi 

*'  §.  10.   It  is  unqueflionable  that  the  moft  va-  f^l'g'on- 
"  luable  effed  of  the  f)vereignry  confifts  in  the  free '^'""^'^ '^^ , 
*'  difpofil  of  matters  of  religion  ;  which  by  the  faid  "Tf^-^e"Jl 
"  treaty,   as  far  as  it  is  there  fpecified,  is  quitted, //««j, 
"  and  yielded  up  to  the  king  of  Spain. 

'' §.  II.  Bciides,  the  aforefaid  refignation  is 
*'  made  by,  and  on  behalf  of  them  who  have  no 
"  difpofal  thereof  at  all.  So  that  the  forefaid  con- 
**  cradors  did  as  much  as  in  them  lay  clandeitinely, 

10 
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**  to  deprive  the  ftates  of  fo  fenfible  a  Oiare  of  their 
*'  fovereignry. 

*'  §.  13,  That  the'  the  ftates  being  afterwards  in- 
*'  form'd  of  the  contents  of  the  faid  particular 
*'  treaty,  did  exprefly  declare,  that  they  would 
*'  not  be  fubjp<5l  to  the  f^iid  intolerable  flipulation, 
**  in  refpeót  of  the  praélice  of  the  faid  religion  in 
*'  Sevenber^en  %  yet  they  afterwards  fell  into  many 
*'  inconveniencies  by  th^t  means. 

And  laftly,  the  faid  ftates  of  Holland  and  fFeJl- 
Friejland  do  f;iy  : 

"  §.  15.  Thar  fo  notiible  a  pirt  of  their  fove- 
*'  reignty  and  right  as  the  tree  difpofal  of  matters  of 
*'  religion  within  their  dominons  without  their 
"  knowledge,  by  him  who  had  not  the  leaft  power 
*'  or  qualification  to  grant  it,  was  without  any  ap- 
*'  parent  caufe  yielded  to  the  King  oï  Spai?i. 

So  that  it  doth  unanfwerable  appear,  that  ourcnp- 
tain-general  and  fl-adtholder,  his  fecret  treaty  was 
concluded  for  his  private  benefit,  and  to  the  pre- 
jcidice  of  Holland  and  the  peace  thereof. 

Yea,  after  the  laO"  captain-general  had  in   a  full 

peace  feized  and  imprifoned  fix  deputies  of //<:'//r7;7^ 

*Tis  ivell  affembled  upon  fummons  at  the   Hnnte^  becaule 

iw9w»/^fl/ g(,^Qj.(^jpg   fQ   j}^(.i,.  (^^,ry  they  had  dared  to  refule 

Holland     '■^^  payment  of  fome  companies  of  foldiers,    and 

luas  de-     to  refolve  to  difbind   them    as    far   as  concerned 

Jigndby     the  province  of  Holland^    he  mifc;irried  in  the  de- 

ourlaji      fjgp  ^f  ffi^^ing  ouf  principal  city  by  furprize.     So 

v'A'         that   if  he  had  not  died  about  three  weeks   after, 

we  fhould  in  a  few  years  have  feen  that  Holland^  and 

Amfierdam  m'^  of  all,  would  have   loft  all    their 

traffick,   by  contending  againft  their  own  Govern- 

nor  and  cnptain-general,  or  wO'  Id  have  been  com-? 

pelled  to  fubniit  10  his  yoke  \  as  formerly  Flanders^ 

Bruies^  Brabant  and  Ayilv^rrp  were  bereft  of  their 

traffick   by    the  quarrels   between   them  and  tke    I 

arch-duke  Maxintilian^  and  V^ing  Philij>,  •] 
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For  tho*  our  £iid  captain-general's  nttempt  or\Am- 
fierdam  fucceeded  not,  yet  all  the  flourilliing  cities  of 
Ho'il('nd[\\M  wereunari"n*J,and  much  more  thole  ma- 
ny cities  which  had  garifons  mofUy  of  foreign  foldi- 
cry  at  his  com  mand,  would  have  been  forced  eternally 
tohavefubmittcd  to  his  monarchical  yoke,  ifhisun- 
expe(5led  death  had  not  delivered  them  from  ihac 
flavery. 

He  that  doubts  of  this,  lee  him  hear  the  ftates  of  j^^j  ^    - 
Holland  and  Weft-Friejlavd^    as   fpeaking  of  this  16'^ part 
matter  to  their  allies:    "  But  efpecially  let  the  faid  2.  ch.  2. 
"  provinces  pleafe  to  remember  what  happened  in  §i3-  ^c. 
*'  iheyeai'  1650,  within  our  own  body.     Did  not 
*'  in  the  fame  year  the  rulers  of  the  city  of  Am/ler- 
"  dam^  to  pr'jvent  greater  evils,  grant  by  capitu- 
*'  lation  to  his  highnefs  pv'mce  fVilham  of  immor- 
"  tal  memory,   father  of  the  prefent  prince  of  O- 
*'   range^    that  the  Heeren  Andries^    and  Cornelis 
*'   Bikkers^  fliould  quit  their  offices  of  burgerma- 
*■■  flers  and  counfellors,  and   become  private  men, 
*'  and  never  be  readmitted   into  the  government  ? 
*'  And  were  not  the  cities  of  Dort^  HaC'  lem^  Delft, 
*'  Horn  and  Mcdemblick^  becaufe  of  fome  honeft 
"  regents,  or  magiftrates  in  their  cities,  compelled 
•"  afterwards  to  do  the  like?  Altho' God  Almighty  ^'''^^'^''''" 
*'  \o  ordered  matters  by  his  providence,  that  lome  tremelyo- 
*'  few  days  after  the  fame  perfons  were  rellored  to  wr  Hoi- 
*'  their  former  dignities.     Thofe  were    the    true  ^^"'^• 
«'  tokens    of    an   ufurped  power;    and    fo  much 
"  the  more  intolerable,  becaufe  he  to  whom  fuch 
♦'  conditions  were  granted,  was,  by  the  nature  and 
"  virtue  of  his  commiflion,  and  hkewife   by   his 
*'  oath  therewith  taken,  only  a  fubjcdl  of  that  bo- 
"  dy,    whofe   members   he    «"hus  endeavoured   to 
"  bring  under  fubjedion.     It  was  then  indeed  the 
<*  true  time  for  unfeigned  patriots,  and  true  lovers 


of  liberty  to  appear  upon  the  ftage,  and  with 

b  ufur- 
pation. 


■'*  heart  and  hand  to  make  head  againft  fuch  ufur 
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*'  pation.  But  what  zeal  did  the  forefaid  provinces 
'*  then  exert?  were  not  they  the  men,  who  on 
•'  June  5.  of  the  forefaid  year  1 650,  granted  that 
*'  authority  to  be  lawful,  at  leafl:  fo  far,  that  un- 
*»  der  pretext  thereof  the  faid  prince  of  Or^«^^  un- 
"  deriook  thofe  aftions  ?  and  were  not  they  alfo 
*'  the  men  who  afterwards,  when  thofe  aftions 
"  were  in  part  executed,  did  by  fpecial  refolution 
"  or  letters  milTive  declare,  that  they  judged  the 
*'  refolution  aforefaid  of  the  5rh  oVJuiie  1650  to 
*'  be  applicable  thereunto :  and  who  in  puriuancs 
*'  thereof  exprefly  avov/ed,  approved,  and  com^ 
"  mended  the  forcfliid  adions ;  yea  even  thanked 
"  his  highnefs  for  it,  and  befought  him  (cho*  'tis 
*'  fcarcely  to  be  believed)  to  perfevere  in  fuch  a 
"  a  laudable  zeal  ? 
....  All  which  being  true,  and  the  rulers  of  the  other 
thethanks  p^ovinccs,  who  ought  to  have  offt-rcd  their  helping 
cftheother  hand  to  Holland  againil:  thefe  violent  oppreffions, 
fro'vinces  having  on  the  contrary  either  of  necefficy  or  wil- 
f"^  ^*'  lingly  flattered  the  prince  in  this,  and  fought  to 
bring  our  province  to  a  greater  thraldom  :  no  ra- 
tional man  could  have  expected  but  that  traffick 
and  iiavigition,  l^c.  would  have  had  its  over- 
throw here,  as  in  other  monarchical  countries  ;  and 
that  confequently  all  the  inhabitants  of  UoHdiid  in 
a  few  years  would  neccüarily  have  funk  into  uncx- 
prefiible  mifery. 

CHAP.     V, 
'^he  reafon  why  the  general  liberty  in  }r\o\h.v\d 
hath  call  fed  no  more  benefit^  fince  the    death 
of  the  prince  oj  Ora  n  wt^the  lafi  fiadtholder  of 
«uShoI-       Holland  ^^?^   c apt ain- getier al  during  life, 

'^^n^^^ilui  "O ^^ '^  ^^  ^^""^y  ^  objcaed.  that  God  hath  givea 

tst/k fruit  X3  ^  peace  with  Spain^  and  fnarched  away  our 
^'  ifs/ree  captain-generüï  and  fiadibolder,  without  leaving 
gsn'er-^-     onc  of  asc  cnough  10  be  his  fpccelTor ;  which  feem 

10 
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to  be  the  two  molt  defirable  things  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Holland,  could  wifli  tor,  feeing  they  are 
thereby  become  a  people  really  free,  fubjeél  to 
none  ot  what  quality  foever,  but  only  to  reafon,  and 
to  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  that  can  only  be 
governed  by  the  intereft  of  their  own  province  or 
cities  :  and  yet  for  all  this  we  can  fee  no  alteration,  ^^^  R; 

but  only  in  this,  that  the  lives,  eftates,  and  reputa- ')^  ^^^^ 

/,.,,.  1  J  J  Gemeene 

tion  or  the  inhabitants,  do  not  depend  upon  one  Uj-yheu, 

man*s  will  •,  and  that  the  cities  cannot  by  their  foI~ 

diery  fuddenly  be  flirprized.     So  that  the  rulers^ 

and  minillers  of  the  republiek  of  Holland  and  Weji- 

Friejland,,  as  well   as  thofe  of  the  particular  cities, 

are  now,  inafmuch  as  concerns  every  man's  perfon 

and  tranfidlions,   liable  only  to  the  laws  and  confti- 

tution  of  the  republiek,  and  the  cities  thereof  •,  and 

being  abfolutely  their  own  maffers,  they  need  fear  no 

moreby  ruling  well  tooffendafingle  head,  and  confe- 

quently  to  lofe  their  authority,  life,  and  eftate  for  fo 

doing. 

In  anfwer  to  this  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  the  ^'^ '-y^^^^^ 
much  wifhed  for  accident  aforefaid  hath  not  hither-  Z^j/'/S" 
to  produced  fuch  v>'holefome  fruits  as  might  ratio-^v^^s/^, 
nally  have  been  expefted,  efpecially  fince  hitherro 
there  hath  been  no  eale  given  to  the  people  from 
ilich  heavy  taxes  and  inipofitions.  But  when  the 
reafon  of  it  is  rightly  fcanned,  we  Ihall  find  the 
caufe  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  prefent  free  rulers, 
but  to  the  former  ufurpation  of  the  Ifadtholders, 
governors  and  captains-genera!,  together  with  the 
remaining  diforders  thac  had  their  rife  from  thence. 
Yea,  it  is  to  be  admired,  that  matters  in  the  pre- 
fent conjunóture  are  already  brought  to  fo  good  a  con- 
dition: for  whentheknownand  evident caufes  of  what 
is  before  exp'efTcd  are  looked  into  and  enumerated, 
every  one  may  foon  perceive  thefe  four  good  efFeóts, 

In  the  f  r/i  place,  that  at  the  time  of  the  death  of 
the  Jaft  Itadtholder  and  captain-ger.eraJ,  die  pro- 
vince 
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vïnce  aï Holland  being  of  fo  fmall  a  compafs,  and 
fo  poor  in  treafure  as  is  before  expreOed,  was  lefc 
charged  with  fo  dreadful  a  capital  debr  upon  inte- 
reft,  and  fuch  an  exceflive  number  of  daily  incident 
debts,  that  it  will  not  be  believed  by  other  nations, 
nor  pofllbly  by  our  fucceffors  in  Holland^  that  fo 
fmall  a  province  could  fubfid  under  fuch  great  and 
heavy  taxes  •,  and  that  the  inhabirants  thereof  could 
bear,  not  only  the  annual  intermits  of  fuch  an  im- 
menfe  fum,  but  fo  many  taxes  befidcs  for  the  de» 
fence  of  themfelves  and  their  allies  :  it  being  re- 
monfhrated  by  the  ftates  of  that  province  to  prince 
William^  a  little  before  his  death,  and  alfo  after- 
wards for  juftification  of  their  proceedings,  anno 

1650,  That  the  province  of  Holland  was  then 
charged  with  money  taken  up  at  intereft,  amount- 
ing to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  millions 
ot  guilders,  befuies  other  debts  amounting  to  thir- 
teen millions. 

Secondhy  That  the  good  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
province,  driving  their  trade  to  the  Levant  about 
the  flime  time,  and  efpecially  in  the  years  1650  and 

1651,  were  by  the  French  Cor  [airs  in  the  Med'tter' 
tanean  extremely  endamaged,  even  fo  far,  that  a 
part  only  of  the  forefaid  lofs,  viz.  as  much  as  the 
merchants  of  Amjitrdam  by  publiek  command 
brought  in,  amounted  to  above  one  hundred  tuns 
of  gold,  or  ten  millions  ot  guilders. 

thirdly ^  That  this  ib\te  in  the  year  1652,  fell 
into  and  continued  in  open  war  with  the  Engliflj  un- 
til 1654,  which  occafioned  a  remarkable  decay  of 
trade,  and  many  great  lofles  to  the  traders  of  the 
faid  province.  .;  -)ƒ[)  n 

Fourthly^  The  eaftern  wars  foon  after  happened 
between  the  kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  \  and 
this  (late  became  engaged  in  it  as  auxiliaries.  All 
which  muft  be  acknowledged  by  every  one  for  rca-^ 
fons  of  what  1  faid  bdore  j   but  the  right  grounds 

and 
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arid  true  caiifes  are  curioufly  enquired  into  but  by- 
Very  few,  and  therefore  are  looked  npon  by  many 
as  the  efFefts  of  the  prefent  governments  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  neceflliry  to  fhew,  to  the  beft 
of  my  knowledge,   how  rhofe  things  came  about. 

And  firft  concerning  the  one  hundred  and  forty 
milhons  of  guilders,   with  the  'other  undifcharged  Ou>former 
debts  above- mentioned;  it  is  well  known,  and  eafy  ^'^Pj-g^'^^- 
to  be  comprehencied,  that  that  debt  was  forcibly  ^/,^^y  ^■._ 
occafioned  by  the  captain-general  and  his  flatterers  j  pendants^ 
the  faid   immenie  fums  being  w.ifted  to  promote '-^^  ^««7^ 
his  ambition  and  £ü:lory,  by  havino;  great  armies  in  ^  '"'f^ , 

■  00  dreadful 

the  field,  and  undertaking  great  fieges  to  take  fuch  taxatlont 
cities,  as  at  this  day  tend  to  the  heavy  burdening  f-orthe 
OÏ  Holland.     And  that  which  is  mod  to  be  bewail- /«w/Tb 
€d  was,  that  the  frontier  cities  were  intrufled  to  the  ^"^^^^  "P 
fole  command  of  the  captu in-general,   wiio  placed  ?^^^'V^'^^ 
therein  governors  and  garrilons ;  fo  that  they  ferv-  conqueft  of 
ed  only  for  fo  many  citadels  to  hold  poor  Holland '^'t'^'i- 
in  fetters.     And  we   have  often  with  grief  been  ^"^thert' 
forced  to  fee,  that  whilft  fo  many  millions  were  ^^- Holland/ 
crificed  by  land  to  the  ambition  of  the  captain-yA,.-,^,^, 
general,   the   neceilary  defence  of  navigation  and 
commerce,  muft  depend  upon  the  revenue  of  the 
convoys  and  cuftoms,  which  are  received  only  of 
the  merchant ;    and  fometimes  a  part  of  the  l^iid 
money  too  wasdi verted  to  carry  on  the  war  by  land. 

I  know  very  well,  that  this  way  of  management  ^^fj^'<^^^" 
was  not  afterwards  difcommended,  becaule  many^''''' ^'^'f 
of  our  inhabitants  had  the  good  forrune  not  to  bfi'ntude^ho-ut 
damnified  by  lolles  at  fea,  and  the  ill  conduce  o^ much  the 
the  fVefi-hidia  company,  whereof  mention  is  made"""''?;  •"»- 
in  the  iirft  chapter  of  ihe  fccond  part  of  this  hook-,  J^'J^'f 
fo  that  they  fared  at  lead  as  well  or  better  than  at  Inrnment 
prefent,  and  found  there  was  th-n  money  to  be  ^t.fareibrtter 
Belides,  thofe  manifold  dcftruflive  wars  which  hap-  '^-""'  ''"'^^^ 
pened  in  moft  of  the  neiehbourinor  as  well  as  remote  *^/' fi"'^^' 
countneSj  inclined  many  rich  fugitives  to  fettle  in 

Holland. 
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Toenmi)-     Holland.     But  I  wifh  thofe  poor  people  would  have 
mynx^as     ^  jj^^j^  ibrefight,  they  would  then  confider  that  ic 
intll"ftto    went  with  thtt  affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  as  I 
con  fume      once  remember  it  hapned  in  a  certain   family  that 
andvjafie.  was  blcffcd   with  a  fair  eftate.     The  parents  being 
dead,  the  children  were  put  under   4:he  care  of  a 
]avifli  guardian,   who  giving  no  account,  fpent  the 
eftate  hand  over  head  ;  and  when  there  was  no  more 
money  in  cafli,  immediately  took  up  a  good  fum 
upon  inlertft,  at  the  charge  of  the  poor  orphans  j 
fo  that   not  only  the  forefaid  children,  but  all   the 
children  and   fervants  of  the  neighbourhood  liv'd 
moft  bravely,  and   had  and  did  every  thing    that 
their  hearts  could  wilTi  for.     But  it  afterwards  hap- 
ned, that  the  wafteful  guardian  died,  and  the  faid 
'But  mnu    children  fell  under  the  care  and  tuition  of  the  cham- 
Tan/itto   ^^^  ^^  orphans,  who   kept  a  continual  eye  over 
fay  of  the  them,  and  plac'd  them  under  the  daily  care  of  an 
debticon-    honeft,  diligent  and  fober  man,  who  regulated  the 
tra3ed by  j-joufe  af  cr  a  quite  dirferent  manner,  without  any 
^laiuh^^"  wafte.     So  that  whereas,  in  thr  time  of  the  forefaid 
houfekeep-   guardian,  there   was  yearly  more  fpent  than   the 
iitg.  revenue  amounted  to,  and  every  time  money  taken 

up  ai  intereft,  the  revenue  did  afterwards  confide- 
rably  exceed  rheexpence  ;  and  the  furpkis  was  laid 
out  to  pay  off  a  part  of  the  debt  which  the  former 
guardian  had  contraded. 

But  then  the  children   murmured,  faying,  that 
Which  d'lf-  their  condition  was  much  impaired,  tha£  they  had 
fleafesma-  ^  plfijfant   life  Under  the  former  guardian  •,  and  fo 
?-^""'*j'ffr  did    the   neighbours,    children   and  fervants,  they 
meaning     l^id   they  could  eiijoy   themlelves  with  delight    in 
hdabi-       that  family  under  ti:»e  former  guardian,  but  that  it 
tanti.         vvas  now     become  a  barren  place.  But  thofe  poor 
orphans  little  thought,  that  in  cafe  the  former  ma- 
nagement had  laltcd  longer,  it  would  have  proved 
tatal  to  them  in  their  riper  years,     And  we,  poor 

fimple 
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fimple  Hollanders^  who  may  witH  reafon  be  called 
orphans,  how  long  fhall  we  remain    in   our  child- 
hood and  minority  ;   not  obferving  than  the  plenty 
we  then  were  fenfible  of,  proceeded  from   the    ill 
hufbandry    of  a    prodigal    guardian    or    lleward, 
which  hath  run  us  in  debt   as  aforefaid  ?  at   leafb 
we  ought  to  conceive,  that  v/e  muft  now  llill   be 
taxed  and  fleec'd    to  pay  off  the   intercfis  of  that 
great  fum  ;  which  taxes  alone  under  our   prefcnc 
governors,  would  defray  the  whole  charge    of  the 
government.     So  that  all   that  we  muft   now  pay  ■^*'^»^'^^- 
for  our   fubfiftance  and  defence,  and  which  lies  fo^°"''^^^^ 
heavy  upon  us,   muft  be  look*d  upon  as  the  bitter  ^^^^;^*"^ 
fruits  of  that  tree  of  wantonnefs,  which  that  lavifti  '^^aftful- 
guardian    hath  planted  among   us,  and  which  we  =^7^  «c^ '» 
filly  children  danc'd  about  with  fo  much  delight  ;  ^'"^^^ '^^ 
and  our  neighbours  children  oïGuelderland^  Utrecht ^    ''  ' 
Over-Tjfel^  and  others,  to    whom   plenty  was   no 
burden,  and   our  hired  foldiers,  with  whole  regi- 
mehfs  of  French,  Evglifh,  Scots  and  fValloons,  who 
lived  in   our  family,   were  very  well   plealed  with 
that  kind  of  life,  and  it  makes  their  hearts  to  re- 
joice when  they  talk  of  reviving  rhofe  times,     Ic 
is  good  cutting   large  thongs  out  of  another  man's 
hide.     But  that  we  Hclhftdérs  fliould  be  fo  ftupid 
as  not  to  perceive  that  the  prefcnt   gov^ernmenr  is 
our  fi'ecy,  and  that  the   tormer    would   inflillibly 
have  procured  our  ruin,  is  indeed  not  to  be  com- 
prehended. 

As  to  the  ftcond  caufe,   viz.   the  depredaiions  TZ? 
"committed  in  the  Mediterranean    feas,  and  there- French 
abouts :  it  is  firft  apparent,  that  feeing  all  the  wealth  ^"^  ^"'   *■ 
of  Holland,  as  well  the  faid  borrowed  capital  fum,  ^^  ,  !' 
as  that  whuli  is  Iqueezed  out  or  thefweat  and  blood  hy/eahap- 
of  the  good   inhabitants  of  the  faid  province,  vfiL%p£nd  by 
facriticed   to  the  ambition  of  the  captain-general  •,  ^"f''-^^  °f 
and  by  his    netled:  of  a  vip-orous  defence   by  fea,  '''^  ^'^ 
there  Vvas  a  f^ir  and  open  field  given  to  all  nations  msnt. 

C  c  greedy 
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greedy  of  prey,  to  fee  our  men  of  war  againft  our 
rich  laden  Ihips.     Who  knows   not  that  the  great 
inticement  to  evil  is  the  hopes  of  impunity  ?  He 
that   will  always    be    a  fheep,  mud  expert  to    be 
teeing  hy    caren  of  the  wolf  at  laft.     To  which  is  to  be  added, 
their  en-    that  undcr  pretext  of  a  peace  concluded  wi' h  Spain^ 
deavours    j^s  if  there  were  no  more  ill  people  in  the  world,  and 
""'^■^ '^"^  ^asif  all  covetino;  oi  one  anothers  eoods  would  have 
yi,/</.  thereby   cealeo,  the  captain-gf^neral,   by  his  crea- 

tures and  flatterers,  had  fo  fubtilly  concrived  mat- 
ters, that  feveral  of  our  Ihips  of  war  were  fold,  and 
thereby  we  were  kit  naked  of  our  necclTary  defence 
by  fea.  Our  honeft  and  moft  provident  rulers 
could  the  lefs  oppofe  it,  becaufe  there  was  another 
mifchief  impending  over  them  by  the  captain- 
general,  viz.  That  as  foon  as  he  (who  then  palTcd 
his  time  chiefly  in  hunting,  hawking,  tennis  pl-ying, 
dancing,  comedies,  and  other  more  infamous  de- 
baucheries) fhould  begin  to  apply  himf-lf  to  af- 
fairs of  ftate,  he  would  imploy  the  remaining 
naval  power  of  the  land  againft  the  governm.-nt  of 
England  for  the  advancing  the  inrererts  of  his  own 
family,  but  certainly  to  the  opprefllon  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Holland^  efpecially  of  the  trading 
part. 

Upon  which  it  alfo  fcllowed,  that  feme  of  our 
Ihips  which  were  thus  fold,  became  the  chief  of 
the  forefaid  Corfairs  againft  us  :  which  brings  to 
my  remembrance,  that  which  was  publickly  fpoken 
in  the  year  1651,  and  probably  very  true,  viz. 
_  That  the  aforefaid  depredations,  and  others  were 

pirates^  to  be  made  by  fliipoing,  that  were  to  (iiil  out  of  . 
tnigktbring^^^  ^'^^I'^i'ig^  (or  iflands  of  ^f/V/r)  and  elfewhere  by 
Holland,  our  captain-general's  appointment ;  and  that  fome 
andefpe-  of  the  earwigs  of  that  young  prince  had  perfuaded 
fter  ian"/'ö  him,  that  robbing  at  fea  was  the  fureft,  yea  the 
^^  ^/ArzVW  only  expedient  to  hx\Vi^^\\\(i  Amfter dammers^  with 
and^cak-  whom  lie  had  been  for  fome  time  before  his  death 
cd.  ac 
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at  great  variance,  to  his  lure  or  devotion  :  It  be- 
ing accounted  a  fure  maxim  among  fuch  great  per- 
fons  to  weaken  and  ruin  all  great  and  ftrong  cities 
which  may  oppofe  their  dcfigns ;  yea,  and  when 
private  methods  a-'e  wanting,  to  make  ufe  of  open 
violence  for  that  end  :  as  all  hiftorics  and  examples, 
both  antient  and  modern,  do  clearly  tfftify.  And 
that  confideration  alone  ought  to  be  fufficiert  for  us 
Hollanders  (whofe  wel  fire  entirely  confifts  in  flou- 
rifhing,  mercantile,  and  populous  cities)  to  take  a 
firm  rcfolu  ion,  never  to  put  ourfelves  under  a  per- 
petual chief  head,  by  what  name  or  title  focver, 
and  to  perfift  therein  immutably. 

To  the  3d  caufe,  viz.  the  war  againfl:  England ;  ^''^.^^^p'' 
I  may  well  fay,  and  that  truly,  that  we  have  fuF-  '^^^^  ^^f' 
fered  that  for  the  fake  of  the  houfe  of  Orange.  For  brought 
thofe  of  the  parliament  of  England  having  cut  off  upon  us /or 
the  head  of  their  own  crood  king,  and  beins;  there-  ^^<=' /^^^^ "/ 
fore  exceedingly  hated  by  all  the  monarchs  in  the  q    ""^^-^ 
world,  and  likely,  in  all  human  appearance,  to  be 
called  to  account  and  punifhed  forii  by  neighbour- 
ing princes,    left   fuch  a  crime  remaining  unre- 
venged,  their  own  fubjcóls  might   be  thereby  ex- 
cited  to  aft  the  fune  thing   againft   them  :  they 
therefore  found  themfelves  under  a  necefllty  to  feek 
the  friendfhip  of  this  ftate  •,  and  for  that  end,  foon  ^or  the 
after  the  death  of  the  prince  of  Orange.,  thcry  fcnt  a  ?"S]'^ 
confiderable  embafly  hither,  without  fhewing  the-^^^^.'^^^^^ 
like  honour  to  any  other  potentate  or  ftate  in  l\\t  jhi'p firji. 
world. 

I  Ihall  not  here  particularize  all  that  they  offered 
to  fettle  a  friendJhip  between  both  nations  ;  it  will 
be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  they  did  by  commif- 
fioners,  earneftly  infift  with  the  ftates  general  to 
renew  that  well  known  treaty  of  intercourfe  made 
between  both  nations  A>1.  1495.  Tho*  I  sm  of 
opinion,  and  have  before  amply  proved  it,  that  ic 
is  wholly  unadvifeable  for  this  ftate  to  enter  into 
Cc  2  any 
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any  farther  league  with  ii;/o-/(3;zi^;  yet  by  renewing 
c      ,.„,    the  faid  treaty  we   fhould   not  only  fettle  a   friend- 
lersjiill     fhip,  but  alfo  at  the  fame  time  have  eftablifhed  our 
remaining  commerce  and  fifliery  ;  as  to  which  the  articles  of 
fla'ves  to     j.j^g  f:^j(j  treaty  (efpecialjy  in  regard  of  the  fifhery) 
%ran'4  ^''^  expreffed   in  the   mofl:  defirable  terms.     Yet 
jet  them-    thofe  that  conceived  themfelves  bound  as  flaves  to 
/elves  a-    the  houfc  of  Orö«^^,  did  not  only  oppofe  the  con- 
gainftthe   eluding  of  the  forefaid  defirable  treaty,  but  alfo  fent 
ülhanc^     away  thofe  ambafïlidors  with  all  manner  of  reproach 
Enslifh.    ^"^  diflionour:  firft,  by  oppofing  them  in  the  pub- 
*rheEn-     lick  drliberations  of  the  ftate  againft  the   progrefs 
Y\?i\ambaf-  of  the  faid  treaty,  efpecially  by  framing  delays,  al- 
-^''^.       ledging  that  we  firft  ought  to  fee   the  iiTue  of  the 
*pS«/Tf«-  defigns  of  the  prefent  king  of  Great  Britain  (then 
tempt.       declared   king  in  Scotland)  and  on   the  other  fide 
exciting  the  rabble  againft  the  perfons  of  the  faid 
embaffadors  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  ftates  of 
Whtc  it  UqH^j^^  perceived  the  averfion,  and  daily  threats 
Hollind     that  were   uttered  againft   their  perfons,  were  ne- 
ivere  -.ml-  ceflltated,  for  preventing  of  greater   mifchief,  to 
ling  but     appoint  a  corps  de  guarde  to  be  erefled  before  their 
"f\^^^\  houfe,  to fecure  them  from  the  like  mifchief  which 
bcfel   Dr.  Dorijlaus,    envoy  from  the  faid  parlia- 
ment, at  the  Szvan  inn  in  the  Hague. 

What  averfion  fuch  proceedings  might  have 
caufed  in  the  faid  ambaifadors,  iseafy  to  be  appre- 
Onivhich  hended,  as  it  alfo  followed  ;  who  have  obferved 
èïï'^d"'  ^^^^^  ^'^^y  ^^^  ftayed  here  a  confiderable  time,  that 
parted'dif-  ^^^  2;eal  of  the  honeft  and  upright  government, 
contented,  efpecially  in  the  province  of  Holland  and  Zealand^ 
One  of  vvas  not  able  to  ballance  the  faction  of  Orange-, 
y/T^^r'  they  returned  in  great  difcontent  to  England-,  one 
^vej/ZouM  of  them,  viz.  Mr.  St.  John  (upon  taking  his  leave) 
repent  to  told  the  ftates  commiffioners :  "  My  lords,  you 
^a've  re-  "  have  your  eye  upon  the  the  iffue  of  the  affairs  of 
^r-^'^fk-  "  ^'^^  ^^'"B  ^^  Scotland,  and  therefore  have  de- 
c^Eng-^^  "  fpifed  the  frisndiliip  we  have  profered  you  ;  I, 
land.  will. 
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"  will  aflure  you,  that  many   in  the  pailiament 

*«  were  of  opinion,  that  we    ought   not   to   have 

*<  come  hither,  or  to  liave  fent  any  ambaiTador 

*<  *cill  we  had  fir fl  overcome   our   difHculties,  and 

"  feen  an  ambaiTador  from   you.     I  now   fee  my 

*'  fault,  and  perceive  very  well  that  chofe  mem- 

«'  bers  of  parliament  judged   right  ;  you   will  in  a 

"  Jittlc  time  fee  our  affairs  againft  the  king  oïScot-  Asnae 

"  /««(^difpatched,  and  then  you  will,  by  your  em-  ^«'^^/"««^ 

**  bafladors,  come  and  define  what  we  now  fo  cor-  /„^gj^^/f 

"  dially  come  to  profer.     But  afiTure  yourfelves,  true. 

"  you  will  then  repent  you  have  rcjeóted  our  kind- 

"  nefs.'*     Would  to  God  that  experience  had  not 

verified  the  forefiid  difcourfe    to  our  great   lofs : 

for  the  king  of  Scotland's  affiiirs  being  determined 

by  a  battel,  and  a  war   with  this  ftace  following        -^.u 

upon  it  -,  the  wounds  and    loflcs  occafioned  by  that 

war  effcdtually  brought  to  pafs  the  repentance  a- 

forefaid ;     but  fronte     capillata^    poji    eft  cccafio 

calva  :  It  is  in  vain  to  Hiut  the  well's  mouth,  when 

the  calf  is  drowned. 

This  is  the  true  reafon  of  that  lamentable  war;  j„jthisis 
to  which  may  be  added  the  intolerable  humour  oï  the  real 
that  nation,  their  continual  jealoufy  of  our  flounfh-  <^^"fi  "f 
ing   traffick,  and  the  innate   hm-ad  oï  Cromwel  3.- '^^-^'^ 
gainft  the  prince  of  Orange,  as  a  fifter's  Ion  of  that  ^^^/ 
king,  whom  of  all   the  world  he  had  moft  reafon 
to  dread.     So  that  e/ery  one   may  eafily  imagine, 
what  pain  and  care  it  hath  coft  our  honeft  rulers  to 
regain  a  peace  with  that  nation.  The  re- 

Lajlly^  As  to  the  fourth  point,  viz.  that  of  the  ?nai>idcri 
Eajlern  war:   it  is  certain  in  cafe  this  ftate  had  had  of  the  for- 
the  good  fortune  to  have  framed  its  confultations  ^^^"•^°' 
according  to   its  true   interelt,  without  having  in //^^^^„/-^ 
their  breads   the  lame  evil  which  had  occafioned  ^^ó  of  the 
the  war   with  England^  the  growing  flames  in  all  Eaftem 
probabiliry  might  eafily  have  been  quenched  at  the  ™'^''-^' -^ 
beginning,  at  leafl:  in  all  events  the  war  bctween/^^J"'^^* 

C  c  3  Sweden  Hollünd. 
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^heD  oj  Sweden  and  Denmark  had  certainly  been  prevented  ; 
Braden-  \^^^  •,.  j^  j-q  j^g  lamented,  that  all  the  deliberations 
thofèthlt  ^■'^^^  happened  iii  the  government,  were  traverfed 
nverejla-  and  thwafied  by  the  fludu^ting  and  changeable 
fi'jhly  tn-  humour  and  intercft  of  the  eleftor  of  Brandenburg^ 
clindto  Qpijy  b::'caufe  that  prince  was  related  to  the  houfe  of 
*Zheedlcd  Orange  by  marriage,  and  aded  a  confiderable,  but 
Holland  a  v.-ry  ft  range  part  in  that  tr.ig-dy. 
into  it.  For  at  the  beginning,  when  the  king  oï  Sweden 

was  preparing  his   attempt   againft   Poland,    the 
duke  of  Brandenburg  oppofed  it  with  a  more  than 
ordinary  animofity,    and  accordingly  feeking  to 
ftrengthen  himfeU  by   friends  and  alliances,  thole 
that  were   inclined  to  the  houfe   of  Orange  here, 
were  able  to  effedl  fo  much,  that  the  ftates  obliged 
themfclves  firmly  by  a  treaty  of  the  27th  of  "Ju^y^ 
1655,  to  defend  the  faid  eledlor  againft  the  fore- 
firficeu'   ^'^^^  ^''^B  ^^  Sweden,  having  after  a  few  days  deli- 
Jinz  us  to    beration  undertook  the  guai  anty  of  the  elcéloral 
e/iter  into    Pruffta  ;  a  point,  which  ever  till  then  (tho*  it  was 
""^f'V^'  uncertain  whether  there  would  have  been  any  at* 
pVüra^n-  ^^^^  ^°  ^^  feared  about  it  in  a  long  tinae)  was 
denburg.    looked  upon  to  be  of  fo  great  weight  and  impor- 
tance, that  for  that  reafon  only,  the  alliance  pro- 
fered  by  the  faid  eleflor  for  diver fe  years  together 
with  fuch  a  claufe  of  guaranty,  never  took  effedl. 
The  ftates  by  this  means  being  vifibly  left  out  of 
the  neutrality,  could  be  no  eftedlual  mediators  to 
end  the  war  between  Poland  and  Sweden,  which 
rrn  t       bv  their  interpofition  and  dire6lion  had  ever  been 

Who  ha'U-  ^ '  ,  ^  J        J 

,-^„  ^g,      rorm  ^rly  accommodated. 

cei-v'da  But  it  foon  appeared  that  we  were  not  a  lirtle 
5'ö^^y«^?/'miftaken  ;  for  after  the  faid  duke  begm  to  enjoy 
""oftTat"!  ^^'^  ^^'^  ^^  ^^^  forefaid  treaty,  efpecially  afr.  r  he 
liance^and^'^'^  received  a  good  fum  of  rhe  promif^^d  fubfi- 
took  part  dies,  he  fuddenly,  and  without  the  privity  of  this 
nvith  the  ftatc,  joined  wich  i\vi  king  of  Sweden,  caft  off  the 
Swede,      ^^^j^  ^j^-  yafTulage  he  had  fworn  to  the  king  of  Po- 

landf 
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landi  exprefly  renounced  the  forefaid  alliance  with 
us  J  and  foon  after,  joining  his  forces  with  thofe 
of  the  king  of  Sweden,  gave  the  Polijh  army  battle 
near  Warfaw. 

It  is  true,  this  aflion  being  in  itfclf  odious,  and  which 
extremely  contrary   to   the  genius  of  our  nation,  caus'dhere 
rais*d  in  them  fo  very  great  an  averfion  to  this^^^^^' 
eledor,    that  the    bcft    aileded    to    the   houfe  ^^^t'j^ateUc-'^ 
Orange  were  for  a   longtime  afhamed  openly  to /or. 
patronize  the  interefts   of  his  elrdloral  highnefs  •,  Andcaufed 
by  which  it  happened  that  the  faithful  rulers  tak-  '^^«^'^'«»- 
ing  to  heart  the   true  intertft  of  this  flatc  beyond  ffg°l\f 
all  others,  their  wholefome  advices  took  place  af-  Eihing/ór 
terwurds  fo  much  the  better.  us. 

And  accordingly  with  great  prudence,  and  upon  ^"^^  ^^* 
right  maxims  for  a  country  fubfifting  by  trade,  tha-  ^w'''??///*/ 
treaty  was  carried  on  with  Sweden,  on  the  i  ith  ^ï haw  ac- 
S  ptemher  1656,  at  Gibing  in  Prujfia,  between  the  cru  d  by 
ambafia  lors  of  this  (late,  and  commifiioners  of  the'''^'''''^'^.^ 
king  of  Sweden  ;  whereby  it  was  firmly  agreed,  /^///^/'  * 
that  feeing  the  Swedes  iiad  for  fome  years  raifed  hhhirthan 
the  cuftoms-cxceffivcly  high  over  their  whole  coun-  in  1640. 
try,  and  efpecially  had  charged  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  Netherlands  to  pay  more  than  their  own  fub- 
je<5ls ;   therefore  for  redrefs  thereof,  the  cuftoms 
and  other  taxes  under  rhe  power  of  the  Swede,  as 
well   wi.hout  as  within  the  ki.ngdom,  lliould  be 
brought  to  the  fame  rate  they  were  at  about  the 
year  1640. 

\r\  the   fecond  place,  that  in  cafe  of  the  raifing  j„j„o 
of  cuftoms,  and  new  taxes,  the  inhabitants  of  the fe  ^/j/;'^^/^a« 
United  Provinces  fhall  be  no  higher  or  more  char-  ^^^  Sw.de 
sed  than  the  Swedes  them  fel  ves  :  fo  that  as  to  that  ^^'"J'^if 

D   ^  pays» 

point,  there  fhall  be  kept  a  perftd  equality  in  all 
things  between  both  nations. 

Thirdly,  That  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  Nether^ 
lands  in  all  places  under  the  S-wedes  command,  as 
well  in   regard  of  cuftoms,  as  to  all  other  advanta- 

C  c  4  ges. 


396  Whywe  have  four  I  fie  dfo  little  Part  III. 

AnJasIowat^^  none  excepted,  (hall  be  treated  as  well  asTny 
lirTn  ers    ^^^^^  nation  fhall  be  treated  by  the  Swede, 
fay,  in-        Fourthly .,  That  all  thofe  on  >\hore  prefervation 
eluding  «//and  peace  this  (late,  and  the  commerce  of  its  in- 
other  lands  habitants,  is  efpecially  concerned,  as  among  others 
^l^^^'J,^"*^^  principally  the  king  qï  Denmark  and   his  king- 
cerjt^d.      doms,  the  eleftor  of  Brandenburg  and  his  domi- 
Whereby    nions,  as  alfo  the  city  of  D<2;//:3/d',  and  all  places 
waf/j-^^^rw  belonging  to  them,  be  comprehended  in  the  fore- 
'h°'^ebeen  ^^^^  treaty,  with  an  exprefs  covenant,  that  neither 
prevented.  ^^^  ^^^Z  ^^f  Siücdm,  nor  his  fubjcfls  and  inhabi- 
tants, direcTcIy  nor  indirectly,  fnall  give  them  any 
moleftation,  or  hindrance  in  their  traffick,  much 
lefs  make  war  againft  them. 

Would  to  God,  that  thefe  affairs  fo  v/eli  com- 
menc'd,    had  been  purfued  to  peifeftion !  Then 
fhould  the  king  of  Denmark  at  this  day  have  been 
mafter  of  the  province  of  Schonen,  and  other  coun- 
tries which  were  taken  from  him  ;  and  the  good 
inhabitants  of  Holland  have  been  in  poflcffion  of 
many  millions,  which  in  the  laft  war  were  confu- 
med  on  behalf  of  the  publiek,  and  loft  by  private 
perfons  at  fea. 
Jndthe         g^j.  ^kho*  a  treaty  concluded  by  thofe  that  are 
J^^^-^^^^-^imployed  and  duly  authorized,  ought  to  be  rati- 
njjas  7iot     fied  by  thofe  who  gave  fuch  full  powers  under  their 
ratijicdy     hands  and  feals;  yet  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
YJ.^-  faid  treaty,  there   was  fuch  a  fiuduation  of  hu- 

/.«„•/TT."  ^  mours,  that  it  could  not  be  ratified  here.     I  can- 
eaufed by    HOt  with  ttuth  affirm  that  the  province  of  Holland 
their  af-     was  altogether  blamelefs  in  this  matter  ;  but  what 
feaionto    authority  was  made  ufe  of  underhand,  the  fcqucl 
Branden-   P^^'^^X  difcovered.     For  when  the  good  king  of 
burg.        Denmark^  being  privately  excited  to  it,  had  put 
on  his  rufty  armour,  and  drawn   the  king  of  Swe- 
den that  way,  then  did  the  eledor  of  Brandenburg 
effeétually  fhew  what  that  occafion  was  worth  to 
him  :  for  as  foon  as  the  king  of  Sweden  had  turned 

his 


Chap.  5.  fi7tce  the  Prince  o/Orangc*i  Death,         3  97 

his  back  upon  Poland  and  Prujfia,  he  made  no 
more  fcruple  again  to  break  the  covenant  of  vaffa-  ^J'^*" , 
lage  he  had  made  with  Sweden^  than  he  formerly  J^^^'^^^^ 
made  confcience  of  folemnly  renouncing  the  alii- /^  o///?-^  ^- 
ance  he  had  made  with  this  ftate  ;  and  accordingly  kaoral 
by  that  opportunity  entered  into  a  new  treaty  with  Prufia/^^/ 
the  king  of  Poland,  and  covenanted  to  have  the  ^l^'g^^^^^ 
fovereignty  of  the  ducal  PniJHa,  which  he  formerly  andjoin'd 
held  of  that  king  in  fee,   with  other  advantages /-^e  Po- 
that  are  not  necefiary  here  to  enumerate.  lander. 

But  fince  by  not  ratifying  the  treaty  o?  Elbingy 
we  helpM  the  king  oï^  Denmark  to  put  on  his  ar- 
mour to  fo  little  purpoie,  and  procured  thofb  no- 
table advantages  to  the  eleélor  of  Braiidsnlurg,  the 
kingdom  of  Denmark  (God  amend  it)  hath  cod  us  ^oour 
dear  enough:  but  that  which  mc't  troubled  us,^^^**'*^' 
was,   that  the  faid  eIe(5lor  again  arming  himfelf   ^^  ' 
againft  the  Swede,  and  this  ftate  being  in  manner 
beforementioned  drawn  into  the  war  between  Swe- 
den and  Denmark,  the  intereft  of  Brandenl>urg  was 
fo  powerful,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  us  after- 
wards either  to  get  out  of  that  war,  or  to  put  an 
end  to  it,  till  not  only  Brandenburg^  but  Poland, 
and  the  whole  houfe  oï  Aujiria,  to  whom  the  elec- 
tor of  Brandenburg  had  obliged  himfelf  to  make 
no  peace  without  them,  had  firft  concluded  their 
treaty,  and  had  obtained  their  ends  by  the  arms 
of  this  ftate.     So  that  for  the  intereft  o['  Branden- 
burg  we  were  juft  at  the  point  of  falling  into  a 
war  with  France,    England,    and  Sweden,   all  at 
once,  and  confequently  of  fixing  ourfelves  to  the 
party  of  Auftria  and  Spain,  which  would  have  Who  /# 
tended  to  our  utmoft  ruin.     From  which  being  at/^'iA 
laft  delivered  by  the  fage  diredion  and  manage-  ^•'^"'^c"- 
ment  of  the  faithful  rulers  of  Holland,  tho*  not  /^"J^^  ^^^^ 
without  their  fignal  and  perfonal  danger,   we  have  in  tke.ut- 

great  caufs  to  be  highly  thankful  to  God  for  it.       moji  dan- 
ger, 

C  II  A  P. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

What  good  fruits  the  beginnings  of  a  free 
gon)ernme7it  have  already  produced,  from 
the  death  of  the  lafi  fadtholder  and  captain-» 
general^  to  the  year  1662. 

Natwih'  A  ^  ^  "°^  ^^^^^  ^  "^^y  rnoxQ  fully  fhew,  that 
{landing  l\.  notwithftanding  the  fad  cfFcds  of  the  rcUcks 
the  fore-  of  the  former  ftadtholders,  governors,  and  captain- 
faidre-  generals ;  yet  that  our  affairs  fince  the  death  of  the 
"ihell  ^dl'  ^'^^'  ^^^  ""'y  ^^^  prudent  management  and  zeal  of 
holders  go-  ^^"^  faithful  rulers,  brought  very  far  on  towards 
mernment  the  Welfare  of  thelê  provinces.  And  firft,  as  ap 
isisevi'  eminent  t(.ken  of  it,  it  is  worthy  obfervation,  that 
4he*fr  it  ^^^  *^'^'y  ^  vigorous  oppofition  is  made  agii:  ft  that 
enjafd  by  ruinous  courfc  of  taking  up  exceflive  fums  continu- 
thefree  ally  upon  intcreft,  but  that  in  the  year  165;,  by 
go'vern-  t^g  Zeal  of  our  good  rulers,  an  expedient  was  found 
/f/T  "t7*  ^^  difcharge  the  faid  province  of  the  one  hundred 
nottakin<T  ^'^-'  forty  milHoHS  of  guilders,  viz.  by  reducing  the 
»/  money  yearly  intereft  of  the  faid  fum  from  the  2oih  to  the 
atinterejl.  25th  penny,  or  from  five  to  four  -per  cent,  and  em- 
•/  fl'  P^^y^'^'ê  ^^^  yearly  advance  of  it  towards  difchar^ 
tofourt  g^"o  thofe  fums  :  which  advance  increafing  yearly, 
*vjhere-  that  forrnidable  fum  of  one  hundred  and  f  ^rty  mii- 
nuithto  Jions,  will,  in  twenty-one  years  (whereof  a  fixth 
S^^'^T^^/  P''^^  ^^  now  expired}  under  God's  blcffing,  be  totally 
taken  up.    aif^harged. 

tTo  the  But  that  which  is  moft  to  be  gloried  in  is,   that 

lofs  of  the  tho'  the  greateft  part  of  the  regc^nts  of  that  pro- 
'T  ''^vince  have  lent  a  confiderable  p  .rt  of  their  eftates 
ben^fiTof  ^^  Holland  and  Weft-Friejland.,  never:helefs  the 
the  mer-  confideration  of  their  own  profit  did  not  hinder 
cbants,Sic,  them  from  cutting  off  a  fifth  part  of  their  revenue 
for  the  neceffary  fervice  of  the  publiek,  and  among 
others  to  fo  many  thoufand  merchants,  artizans, 

and 
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and  others,  who  have  no  eftate  in  the  hands  of  the 
government  at  intereft  :  fo  is  it  alfo  to  be  greatly 
lamented,  chat  there  are  dill  inhabitants  dïHoUandy 
who   cirher  cannot  or  will   not  be  fenfible  of  the 
benefit  and  necenlcy  of  fo  doing.     They  ought  in  //  /^  ^  pi, 
truth   to  confider  ,that   this  country  is  an  ox\^\\^x\^tythatma' 
and  that   the  rulers  being  guardians,  they  cannot  ^'  °f°^'" 
with  a  good  confcience  fuffer  money  to  run  at  ^^^^° l  ^j"'' 
high  an  intereft  at  the  charge  of  that  orphan,  when  thisbenefit. 
the  credit  of  the  faid  orphan  is  fo  great,  that  he 
can  take  up  money  fufficicnt  at  4  per  cent,  and  '^^'n'anTnoT 
would  above  all  be  inexcufable  in  the  guardians  to  that  this 
keep  their  own  money  ftili  at  the  orphan's  charge,  country^ 
and  require  5  per  cent,  for  the  fame,  when  others, .^"^'"^'^** 
and   perhaps  the  elder  brothers  and  fitters  of  the  ^^^^^J^ 
orphan,  are  ready  to   lend  him  their  money  at  interejlfor 

/^  per  cent.  theorphanB 

Bi  t  :tb  )ve  all  they  ought  to  confider,  that  the  ^f^  'f'** 
revcniij  of  Holland  in  itfelf  was  of  little  or  no  v^'^°^*  "*" 

O'Wltt 

lue  *,  and   if  it  be  now  otherwife,  it  doth  purely 
and  merely  drpend  on  the  bi'.fliig  of  God  upon  its 
commerce  and  traffick  ;  and  that  if  any  conf^de- 
rable  diverfion  or  diminution  of  it  fhould  happen, 
'twere  impoffible  to  raife  the  feven  millions  from  _..    .  „ 
ir,  which  before  the  forefaid  reduflion  were  yearly  Jj^gn'^fig 
demanded  by  petition  for  payment  of  the  forefiid  rfw««^^ 
one  hundred  and  forty  millions ;  which  by  conti-  Holland 
nuation   of  fuch  an  oeconomy  as  was  kept  in  the  ^^  f"/" 
lime  of  the  ftadtholders  and  captains-general,  would  ,.%s^ol'/J 
in  time  have  been  fo  much  increafed,  that  at  length  have  been 
it  would  have  exceeded  all  the  revenue  and  produdtywa/ZoiüV 
of  their  trade :   and  the   neat  revenue  of  Holland^  ^P- 
being,  by  this  means,  brought  to  lefs  than  nothing, 
and  its  credit  thereby  necelfarily  at  a  ftand,  the  faid 
province  muft  have  funk  and  come  to  nothing  of 
a  fudden. 

I  can  compare  thofe  people  to  nothing  better 
than  to  a  certain  crack*d-brain*d  fon  of  an  induftri- 


ous 
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Uo'vogreat  ous  hufbandman,  who  feeing  his  father  once  and 
the  fruits  again  take  a  great  quantity  of  corn  out  of  his  barn, 
^ '  "  gf  and  carry  it  to  his  land  and  fcatter  it  upon  the 
thedebts  ^arth,  his  crazy  underftanding  began  greatly  to 
are^  is  fet  murmur,  faying,  that  they  had  wont  to  take  the 
forth  by  a  corn  out  of  thc  bam  only  by  the  handful,  to  bake 
fimihtitde.  v^^ead  and  cakes,  whereof  he,  his  brothers  and 
Viz.  By  fifters  were  daily  to  eat ;  but  by  this  way  of  taking 
feed-corn,    ^^  j^y^}^  together,  it  would  flirink  and  come  to 

Into  the  i^O'^l^i''^o  >  '^'^'^  ^^^^  ^'^  father  ought  not  to  have 
earthfeems  denied  them  their  former  liberty.  But  that  filly 
tobeloji.     fellow  underftood  not  that  the  corn  fcattered  upon 

But  after-  ^^^^  ^^"^  ^^^  ^"  "°  ^'^^  Wafted  or  deftroyed,  but 

mjardsprom  fowed  in  the  earth  in  order  to  a  great  increafe  the 

duces         year  following ;  and  that  his  father  had  taken  fuf- 

abundance  ficient  care  to  leave  fo  much  in  the  barn  as  would 

Sodoesthat  bring  the  year  about  without  want :    whereas  if 

reduction    they  had  taken  corn  out  of  that  barn  from  time  to 

bring  a     [jme  for  bread  and  cakes,  without  fowing  any,  it 

^£tT tT^'  "^^S^^  indeed  ^or  fome  time  have  caufed  a  merry 

tountty.     ^i^^j  ^^^  ^^^  event  would  have  been  fudden  mifery 

and  famine.     Even  fo  thofe  v/eak  people  perceive 

not  that  that  which  fèems  to  be  withheld  from  them 

or  their  neighbours  by  the  aforefaid  redudion,  is 

by  no  means  fquander*d  away,  but  laid  up  as  good 

feed,  to  produce  more  fruit  from  year  to  year,  that 

it  may,  by  the  blefllng  of  God,  be  truly  faid  to  be 

only  our  furplufage  ;  and  in  cafe  that  be  neglected, 

according  to  the  fancy  of  fuch  foolifli  perfons  as 

aforefaid,  and  the  extremity  be  taken,  we  may  for 

a  time  live  in  jollity,  but  at  length  the  burden  of  it 

would  have  ruin'd  us  all. 

And  further,  to  difcover  the  difference  between 
the  prefent  frugal  and  the  former  lavilh  govern- 
ment, we  may  remember  that  in  our  time  there 
was  another  reduflion  made  of  rents  and  interefts 
from  1 6  to  20,  and  from  6  ^  to  5  per  cent.  But 
the  benefit  of  it  prelently  dropt  through  our  fingers, 

even 
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even  to  the  raifmg  of  more  horfe  and  foot,  that  were  ^^-  7 
employed  contrary  to  the  defire  of  mod  of  the  ho-  ^^^  f^g 
neft  rulers  of  Holland^  and  to  the  great  é.tx.nrs\tï\t  ftadtholder 
of  that  province  facrificed  to  the  ambition  of  the  '^'^^^  <""»- 
captain-general  -,  fo  that  the  forefaid  reduólion  may  '^J/*,    f 
be  truly  faid,  not  to  have  ferved  to  the  eafing  of  the  of  mam 
country,  but  to  a  new  ard  heavy  taxing  of  the  needkfs 
commonalty.  foldiers. 

And  had  we  then  been  fo  fortunate,   that  the  Tet  out  of 
good  rulers  at  that  time  had  been  able  to  have  made  itsproft^ 
ufe  of  the  advance  of  the  forefaid  redudion  (as  they  Y'^^* 
do  now)  for  difcharge  of  the  capital  fum,  and  re-  j"^^^^^' 
ducing  the  yearly  charge  (w;th  the  intertft  upon  Holland 
intereft)  without  running  ourfelves  again  into  new  nx-ouldnonji 
negotiations  to  the  prejudice  oï  Holland,  we  (hould  ^^^'^ebeen 
in  lieu  of  being  fo  vaftly  in  debt  as  at  prefent,  have  °^*°-^  ^  '* 
been  free  and  on  even  ground.     And  if  therewith  ^"d have 
we  can  difcharge  ourfelves  of  feven  millions  of  year-  J"-yfi^d 
ly  impofts,  and  all  taxes  on  confumption,  which  ^™  imtoRi 
lie  fo  heavy  upon  the  commonalty,  and  do  fo  re-  cnconfump- 
markably  hinder  the  increafe  of  our  trade  and  com-  fio»^ 
merce,  and  withal  a  good  part  of  the  poundage 
upon  lands  and  houfes,  and  of  the  cufloms  and  con- 
voys, and  yet  after  that  have  a  better  and  clearer 
revenue  than  we  have  at  prefent ;  befides  the  bene- 
fit we  fhould  enjoy  of  having  all  handycrafts-men, 
manufa<5lurers  and  traders,  who  would  refort  to  us 
from  other  countries,  under  the  advantages  of  hav- 
ing the  forefaid  taxes  difcharged :    if  this  were,  I 
fay,  fo  ordered,  this  ftate  would,  humanly  fpeak-  q-^  ^^^  ^^_ 
ing,  have  been  already,  or  at  lead  in  a  few  years  utter  able 
be  the  moft  confiderable,  puifTanr,  and  moft  for-  benefit  of 
midable  republiek  of  the  whole  world.  all  trades. 

And  as  we  fhould  certainly  have  pofTcffed  and 
tafted  that  profperity,  in  cafe  the  former  govern- 
ment had  had  the  freedom  of  making  the  beft  ufe 
of  the  intertft  of  Holland  \  fo  in  all  probability  we 
may  yet  enjoy  and  be  fenfible  of  it  in  our  own 

perfons. 
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Which      perfons,  or  at  leaft  our  children  after  us,  if  we  do 

hleftng'we  ^^^  fhamefully  futF::r  th it  golden  liberry  which  is 

rervinJ'our  P*^^  '"^^  ^"'*  ^^"^^  ^V  heavcp,  to  b^  plucked  frooi 

Jiberty,  to  US,  and  doii't  wlth  the  fow  retain  to  the  mire.   This 

bequeathto  Certainly  no  generous  Hollander  can  righily  confi- 

popritj.    ^^Y^  without  being  inflamed  with  an  ardent  zca!  to 

hazard  his  eftivte  and  life  for  the  prefervation  of  the 

prefent  government,  and  maii.turiing  our  true  li- 

berfy,  and  thereby  to  leave  our  children  at  leaft- 

wife  that  happincfs  which  we,  in  cafe  our  predccef» 

fors  could   have  elfccled  thac  which  in  our  times, 

as  aforefaid,  is  fo  commendably  fettled,  fhould  now 

eft'e6lually  erjoy. 

Let  none  imagine  that  during  the  war  with  the 
king  of  5/'ö/«,  it  would  have  b^cn  imprat5t;<:able 
to  employ  the  advance  of  the  forefaid  rcduCtnn  for 
difcharging  part  of  the  monies  taken  uo  at  intereft, 
and  to  continue  it  till  the  wt^ole  were  }  aid  off,  and 
the  country  out  of  debt-,    fcui:  g  the  contrary  hjth 
effeilually  appeared,  that  du  i  g  the  forementioned 
eajiern  war,  v/hcre  in  proportion  of  time  there  was 
more  than  twice  as  much  extraordinari'y  raifed  and 
paid  by  the  province  of  Holland  as,  fmce  the  fore- 
faid fiift  redudion,  ever  happened  in  the  war  with 
Spain  ;  yet  the  laft  reduflion  from  five  to  four  in 
the  hundred,  by  the  care  and  vigilance  of  the  pre- 
fent rulers,  haih  continued  by  the  yearly  advance 
The  third  thereof,  without  any  intermiffion  or  divcifion,  and 
friiitofthti  jg  employed  for  the  dif^harge  of  the  capital  debt. 
%^€rnment       ^"  ^^c  next  plice  WG  may  obfcrve,  as  a  fingular 
is,  agreat  cfFeft  of  the  prefent  free  government,  that  by  their 
fart  of  the  prudence  and  good  direction  a  good  part  of  the  fu- 
^nj'^"T^  pernumerary  and  iifeicis  land-forces,  and  efpetially 
,-^yJ^J^^.' of  the  foreign  foldiery,   is  reduced  and  difcnarged, 
ded^here-  to  the  eafe  of  the  province  of  Holland  in  particular, 
^Holland  of  the  lum  of  near  five  hundred  thcufand  guilaers 
-^'^^f        per  annum.     Concerni-g  which  it  is  fpeciaiiy  to  be 
5^oocoo     i^^'t^cd,  that   the  forefaid  reduction  and  difcharge 

guilders.  WaS 
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was  etfc(5i:ed  by  the  good  conduót  of  Holland^  with 
the  univerfal  fatisfaftion  and  approbation  of  all  the 
other  provinces.     Whence  therefore  (by  compar- 
ing it  with  what  pafied  in  the  year  1650)  may  be 
inferred,  that  the  prefent  time  is  much  better  than 
that,  when  our  own  captain- general  thruft  his  fv/ord 
into  our  bowels,  for  no  other  reafon,  but  bccaule 
the  upright  and  faithful  rulers,  according  to  juftice 
and  duty,  did  only  difband  and  reduce  fome  part 
of  the  faid  forces  for  eafe  of  the  country,  and  as 
preparatory  to  the  neceflary  diiburdening  of  the 
poor  commonalty. 

It  is  alfo  at  prefent  firmly  refolved  for  our  good,  7'/5^;>ro// 
that  the  benefit  of  the  faid  redudlion,  as  alfo  that<'/''^t^''w'^ 
of  rents  and  interefts,  fliall  be  employed  for  ciif.  "j"<'«^^'•- 
chargin2  that  intolerable  burden  which  the  ambi- Jv-f ''^ 
tion  of  our  captain-general  Jaid  upon  our  backs.      of  debts. 
By  this  means  the  above-levied  capital  fums  will^y  ^  , 
be  fooner  paid  by  fix  years  than  otherwife  t^^y  the  rJJs 
could :  fo  that  now  in  that  refpeót  about  a  full  Mth  that  op- 
part  of  the  time  requifite  for  the  payment  of  t\\^P'-e/i  i-loU 
whole  is  expired  ;  befides,  that  a  part  of  the  above- ƒ  "^,'^'^'^ 
faid  one  hundred  and  forty  millions,   which  ^^tVQ  fog„g^  ^-r 
many  years  fince  negotiated  upon  rents  for  Wk^charged. 
and  likewife  grow.  lefs  every  day,  will  infallibly 
expire  in  a  few  years.     So  that  we  do  vifibly  ap- 
proach the  land  of  promife ;  and  if  by  reafon  of 
our  unthankfulnefs,  and  murmuring  againft  the  Al- 
mighty, and  againft  our  Mofes^  he  does  not  caft 
us  back  into  the  Egyptian  flavery,  the  remainder  of  y-^^^j^^^,^ 
the  journey  through  the  wildernefs  will  foon  be  SLtfruitafthis 
an  end.  gouem- 

Fourthly^  Let  us  obferve,    as  another  ^mg\x\xr"'f"^  "* 
efied  of  the  prefent  free  government,  thüt  tho'   'it  cTntetthns 
was  formerly  judged  and  maintained  by  many,  that  0/ <r/V/Vj 
it  would  be  impoffible,   without  ftadtholders  or  op- ^"^ p>'o- 
vemors  of  the  provinces,   to  compofe  and  reconcile  '^^J^J  "'^^ 
the  differences  and  difputes  of  province  againft  pro-  ''a^sfac- 

vince,  fio». 
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vince,  quarters  againft  quarters,  cities  againft  cities, 
and  rulers  in  cities  with  one  another,  which  will  in- 
fallibly arife  from  time  to  time  ;  and  that  by  this 
means  the  ftate  for  want  of  fucii  ftadtholders  and  go- 
'[ho"  fuch   vernors,  will  e'er  long  fall  into  great  diflentions 
difference!  and  clvil  wars,  and  in  time  come  to  ruin  ;   yet  ex- 
aremojlly  perience  hath  taught  us,  that  on  the  contrary,  the 
caufedby    ^^^^^y  ^^^  great  difputes  and  differences  that  have 
fea  llaw-  broken  out,  and  were  moftly  caufed  by  the  inftiga- 
ry.  tion  of  thofe  that  long  after  flavery,  have  fince  the 

death  of  the  laft  prince  of  Orange  been  laid  down 
and  appeafed  with  much  better  order  and  effed  than 
formerly.  Yea,  and  which  is  wonderful,  almofl: 
all  the  foreiaid  differences  and  difputes  were  fo  well 
allied,  by  the  authority  and  good  conduót  of  the 
lawful  government,  that  at  one  and  the  fame  time 
the  differing  parties  have  found  their  fatisfadtion  and 
contentment  in  laying  them  afide. 
J-,,  Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  formerly 

ontheother  ^«^^o»  ^^at  the  ftadtholder  irritated  and  ftirred  up 
hand  the    fuch  differences,  at  leaft  cherifhed  them,  when  it 
jladthol-     ^2l%  for  his  intereft  and  advantage  -,  and  at  laft  made 
Jen  caufed  ^^  parties  who  had  moft  right,  fubmit  to  thefword, 
I'ennces,     becaufc  he  knew  beft  how  to  arrive  at  his  ends  by 
and  gene-   tliofe  who  leaft  regarded  right,  and  confequendy 
rally         made  litde  confcience,  fo  they  could  pleafe  him  in 
rwron£d    obftru6ling  juftice,  and  the  welfare  of  the  land  :  it 
\lrZu      b^ing  ^^he  maxim  of  all  great  perfons,  divide   Ö* 
impera  \  for  in  troubled  waters  they  have  beft  fifh- 

Allnuh'tch      ^^  ^^^''  ^'^y  governor  or  ftadtholder,  and  his  ad- 
appears  by  hcrents,  had  had  fuch  caufe  of  offence  as  was  given , 
examples,  to  the  province  of  Holland^  anno  1650,  and  in  cafe 
viz.  4v  the  jI^^  f-^j^g  ftadLholder  and  his  adherents  had  had  the 
a^cjy  oj  ^,^j^^g  power  to  revenge  themfelves  as  the  ftates  of 
Holland  had   after  the  death  of  the  laft  prince  of, 
Orange  •,  who  can  doubt  but  their  defire  of  revenge^ 
would  have  made  the  whole  ftate  to  tremble,  and 

that 
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that  much  chriftian  blood  would  have  been  facri- 
ficcd  ro  their  pafTion  ?  But  feeing  the  common  good 
is  more  regarded  and  purfued  by  the  rulers  ot  a  free 
republiek,  than  the  fatisfying  of  any  violent  pai^ 
fion  -y  and  that  by  executing  that  revenge,  or  ra- 
ther juft  punilliment,  it  would  have  fuftained  a  fignat 
damage,  the  laid  crime  was  wifely  and  prudently 
buried  by  a  general  amnefty  or  pardon  i  and  fo  thac 
great  breach,  made  on  purpofe  to  keep  the  whole 
ftate  a  long  time  in  a  troublefome  alarm,  was  pre- 
fcntly  repaired. 

The  moil  confiderable  diflcnfion  and  rent  which  And  the 
in  the  memory  of  man  hath  happened  in  thefe  U-  allaying 
nited  Provinces^  was  that  of  the  province  of  Over-  ''^^  ^#«- 
yjjel  into  two  confiderable  parties  about  the  begin- -^"^Yti 
ning  of  the  year  1654  •,  which  was  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  both  the  differing  parties  behaved  them- 
felves  as  dates,  and  as  the  lawful  fovereign  powers  ^^^^'^    " 
ef  that  province,  infomuch  that  they  made  war  a-  into  a»  o- 
gainft  one  another  in  that  quality,  and  after  fuch  p^zt iv«r, 
a  manner,  that  the  cicy  of  Hajjeld  was,  after  a  for- 
mal fiege,  taken  by  one  of  the  parties.     In  thisdif- 
ienfion  (according  to  the  forementioned  maxim  of 
great  men)  the  lladtholder  oi  Friejland  had  con- 
cerned himfclf,    and  was  received   by  one  of  the 
parties  for  ftadtholder,  governor,  and  captain-ge- 
ocral  of  Over-yjfdl^  by  which   the  dilTention   was 
brought  to  that  extremity,  and  laded  between  three 
and  four  years. 

But  at  iaft  thofe  lords  oblerving,  that  their  dif-  j„j y^f  ^ 
putes  were  infinitely  multiplied,  fa  that  the  wound  inurcejjioa 
was  almoll  incurable,  they  fubmitted  at  the  media-  o//i.-fH*R. 
tion  of  the  penfioner  of  Holland,  to  refer  all  their  ^'^"{^^^''^ 
differences  to  the  decifion  and  determiuatioo  of  two  firfljiott^ 
pcrfons  appointed  by  the  dates  of  the  fame  province, 
who  were  the  Heer  van  Polsbroek  burgo- mailer  of 
the  city  oï  Amjlerdam,    and   the  faid   penfioner; 
who  reconcikd  the  contending  parties  of  the  faid 
D  d  pro- 
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province  in  moft  of  their  differing  poinjts  in  an  ami- 
cable manner :  and  afterwards  all  the  neceffary  re- 
gulatior?,  orders,  inftruftions  and  afiidavits  as  to 
affairs  of  the  government  of  the  faid  province,  be- 
ing fee  down  in  writing,  a  folemn  fentence  and  de- 
cifion  was  made  and  pronounced  upon  the  20th  of 
And  after-  jiuguft   iS^y^    of  all  the  faid  differences,  in  the 
n».ardami-  ^^^^  ^^f  jj^^  ftates  of  Holland  and  PVeJl-FrieJland, 
^^y  ^"'    and  all  confirmed  under  the  great  feal  of  the  faid 
ftates,  inferting  therein  the  forefaid  regulations,  or- 
ders,   inftruflions  and  oaths,    for  preventing  the 
like  inconveniencies  for  the  future ;    and  all  with 
that  prudence  and  moderation,  that  both  parties  re- 
ceived entire  fatisfa(5tion.     Hereupon  the  divided 
government  was  immediately  confolidated  and  heal- 
ed up,  and  the  quiet  and  peace  of  the  faid  province 
.  reltored,  and  fo  continues  to  this  very  day. 
Wh  thab-      ^"^  ^^^  province  of  Groningen  and  Ommelandetti 
pened  in     there  arofe  likewife  a  notable  diffenfion  at  the  be- 
Gronin-    ginning  of  1655,  and  again  at  the  end  of  1656; 
gen  is       infomuch  that  the  body  of  the  forefaid  Ommelanden, 
yorthyob-  ^^^  j^^j^  of  the  orovince  being  divided,  all  govern* 
menc  and  admmiftration  of  juitice  was  at  a  ftand. 
Upon  this  occafion  it  manifeftly  appeared  whether 
fuch  diffentions  could  be  beft  compofcd  and  quieted 
by  ftadtholders,  or  by  the  authority  and  condud  of 
Where  the  ^^^^^  rulers.     The  ftates  general  having  gotten  in- 
jladtholder  formation  of  thofe  differences  at  two  feveral  times, 
not  able  to  did  immediately  defire  the  ftadtholder  of  that  pro- 
allay  the    yjj^^g  [q  bg  prefent  in  perfon,  and  allay  the  diffe- 
jSi^d^the  rence  if  poffible.     But  experience  taught  us,  that  it 
ftates  to  do  was.but  Ukeoil  caft  into  the  fire :  fo  that  the  ftadt- 
it  by  their  holder  was  neceffirated  to  return  anfwer  to  the  ftates 
deputies,    general,  that  Ke  found  it  impradicable,  and  defired 
the  ftatcs  would  depute  fome  of  their  number  for 
that  end.     Which  having  performed,  thofe  depu- 
ties compufed  and  allayed  the  laid  differences,  to 
the  faasia<^ion  and  contentment  of  both  parties ; 

and 
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and  the  government  of  the  country  was  fettled  and  Wh'chalfo 
confirmed,  in  the  name,  and  under  the  fcal  of  the  '^^^,°"ll' 
ilates  general,   with  confent  of  the  füd  country.        ^ud. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  mention  circumflan- 
ces,  how  prudently  and  happily,  by  the  wife  di-  Y\o\\"xi^ 
region  of  the  Rates  of  Holland  or  thofe  authorized  j-na-iy  dif- 
by  them,  all  the  commotions  that  happened  in  \.\\^ ferences 
cities  of  the  fame  province,  and  all  differcrces,  as ''^'^^ ^''"-^ 
wellbetween  the  faid  cities  ao;ainlt  one  another,  as  'r^'^^-/['! 
between  the  rulers  of  one  and  the  lame  city,  were  dtd. 
every  time  extinguiflied  and  allayed.     Yea  even 
old  difputes,  that  from  the  time  of  the  laft  troubles 
had  been  carried  on  with  much  heat  between  fome 
members,  and   which  under  the.-ftadtholders  could 
never  be  alloyed,  were  by  the  dates  of  Holland  ^mi- 
cably  decided  to  the  faiisfadion  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. ^  Which  examples  in  refped  bf  the  commo-  jt  Dort, 
tions  that  have  heretofore,  and  now  lately  happened  Enchuy- 
at  Dor/,    Enchi'.yfen  and  Medenbli'rk^    as  jikewife  *^."' ^^'^^ 
the  appeafmg  of  the  differences  between  the  gover-  Rottej._*.    ■ 
hors  of  Gornichem  ard  S-boonhxiven^  about  the  chu-  dam, 
fing  of  their  r:uglitrates ;  and  of  thofe  oï Rotterda}?!^  Briel,  ^c. 
and  the  BrieU  about  the  pilotage  of  x\\(t  ?/laeff^  and  ^j  ^ijgin 
the  paflage   into  Gocree  \    as  alfo  the  old  difputes  Well- 
about  the  invdliturc  of  the  colleges  of  the  gencrali-  ^^^^^^^^* 
tv,    between  the   members  of  IVefi-FrieJiand  and  f  f    K^ 
the  north  quarter,  which  were  dependincy  beyond  garter. 
the  memory  of  man,  are  very  notable  inftances. 

Here  might  alio  be   fhewn,  that  the  beginnings  ^,       , 
of  all  the  fa'd  comm.otions  and  diffentions  were  firtt  leginnngs 
deligned  or  contrived  by  the  lilldeceafed  ftadthol-  0/ milchuf 
der  •,  and  others  were  excited  and  fomented  by  hjs'w^'^fo^- 
creatures  that  he  left  behind  him  :    fo  that  all  that  ^^''^ fh 
are  lovers  or  peace  and  quiet,    and   would  '^"^^i^'i^  nadhyJer. 
have  all  difcor  Is  compofed  hy  wffe  and  mild  con- 
duct, than  can  ied  on  and  increafed  by  paffion,  or 
decided  by  the  fword,  have  need  carefully  to  be- 
ware of  electing  a  ftadtholder  or  new  baitmaker. 
D  d  2  But 
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^hemofi        Bilt  the  greateft  and  molt  valuable  benefit  of  th^ 

confider-    ppeienc  tree  government,  is,  that  now,    according 

"fth'''"r^  to  the  true  intered  of  Holland^  all  the  revenues  ot 

gowrn-     t^^c  land,  both  ordinary    and   extraordinary,    that 

ment  is,     remain  over  and  above  the  payments  of  the  princi- 

ihat  the     pj^j  and  intertfi:  of  the  pubHck  debts,  are  applied 

li^ir^d^       the  increafing  and  ftrengthening  our  naval  pow- 

nre  dif-     ^'">  whtreas  it  was  heretotore  watted  upon  unpro- 

pofed to     fitable,  nay  and  o^t-tlmes  pernicious  fiegcs  and  o- 

jirengthen  th-r  expeditions,  according  to  the  vain  glory  of  rhe 

^f^'"'^''"'^^  captain-gen-ral.     Ic  is  particularly  obfervable,  that 

at  prelent  the  ordinary  naval  power  of  this  (late  is 

above   three  or   four  times  more  formidable  than 

ever  it  was  during  the  war  with  the  king  of  Spain. 

And  as  after  the  cun.dufion  of  the  peace  with  the 

{"aid  king,  during  the  Ufe  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 

the  firlt  dcfi^n  was  (as  I  formerly  mentioned)  to 

fell  the  moft  conGderable  of  our  fhips  ;  fo  after  his 

death,  one  of  the  firit  cares  of  the  dates  was,  to  pujC 

the  colleges  of  the  admiralty  in  a  pofture  of  ading 

Covftder-   ofFenfivelv   at  fea:    the  Hates  havino;  (which   is  a 

tng  tmt  in  jj^j^g  incredible)  during  the  chargeable  war  againft 

60  WW  '  England^  from  1652  to  1654,  buik  in  the  fpace  of 

Jhips  of     two  years,   fixty  new  capital  flilps  of  war,  of  fuch, 

I'jar^vere  dimenfions  and  force,  as  were  never  before  ufed  in 

the  fervice  of  this  f!:ate.     And  thus  they  have  pro- 

Jnd  nenjj  ceeded  with  the  like  provident  care  to  build  other 

ma^a«.ines  fhjpg^  to  buy  cannon,  to  erect  vaft  magazines  and 

'vide''d-^v°th  lt'^'"e-houfts  for  fecuring  and  prcfcrving  naval  ftores, 

allnectf-    ^tid  making  of  publiek  rope  allies,  and  the  like, 

/ariesfor    and  fot  providing  all  things  neceffary  tor  the  equip- 

/hipping,     pjj^g  ^puj  letting  of  fliips  to  fea  ;  and  generally  have 

(anmn   c.  ^^^^  ^j|  ^|^^^JJ^  |^j.  f-^^j.  ^j^^  itrengchuing  of  our  naval 

power,  which  hath  bt;en  contiriued  diligently  frotn 

time  to  time. 

This  is  known  to  be  the  only  means  wherebjf* 
under  the  blefTing  of  God,  this  ftate  may  progrcf- 
fively  increafe  in  fi  hing,  commerce  and  naviga- 


tion 
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tion,  and  draw  an  incredible  concourfe  of  people  Whereby 
out  of  all  countries,  as  we  daily  experience   to  our  ^■■'([^pi' 
great  joy.     For    who    cin   Ix;   ignorant,  that  the  'Tjjjjjj 
awful  regard  to  our  forefaid  naval  power  alone  h:^th,  be pl^even- 
next  under  God,   been  the  caufe  of  putting  a  ftop  tcd^ 
to  the   aforementioned  intolerable  piracies  of  the 
French  in  the   Mediterranean   feas,   by  which   the 
government   is   brought  into  a  poiture  to  be  able, 
yea  and   did   refol/e  to  attack,  take  and  deftroy, 
not  only  common  pirates,    but  even    the    king's 
fhips  ot  war  which  were  made  ufe  of  for  that  end? 
fo  that  two  of  the  king  of   France's    Ihips  being  r.    .  ., 
taken  by  vjce-admiral   de  Ruyter  in  the  Mediter-  i'Jl"^  ^ 
raneanm  1657,   his  majefty,   who  had   caufcd  all  Meditei- 
pur  ihips  and  effeds  throughout  his  dominions    to  ""e^n;- 
be  feized,  was  thereby  readily  brought  to  free  us 
from  that  inconveniency. 

Withoutihe  influence  ofthis  naval  power,  it  would  j„j  ^^g 
in  all  human  probability  have  been  impofli  le  toEaftern»/: 
deliver  our  fe Ives  with  any  reputation  out    of  theA^''-^ '^'7- 
Eajlern  war  fornierly   mentioned,  without  being ^'''''''^^'^• 
expos'd  to  many  more  difficulties.     In   (hort,  h^  And  our 
this  means  the  comm:^rce  and  navigation  of    thele ''"'^^'^ 
jprovinces  have,  notwithftanding  the  heavy  burdens  ^^"J"^'^*^. 
forementioned,  been  kept  in  a  tolerable  good  ^o(Tfijerahly 
pure  and  condition,  and  do  nowconfiderable  improve,  encreafed. 

So  that  the  folly  or  malice  ot  fome  people  is  in- 
tolerable, who  dare  complain  of  our  prelent  flate  J  -^^^^' 
of  affairs,  and  efleem  the   former  times  better  than  t}/oreiuho 
the  prefent.     If  thofe  ftupid  or  ill  meaning  peoplj  complain  of- 
cannot  or  will  not  beat  the  pains  to  cQifider  the  w* '#«''•■< 
noble  effects  of  the  prefent  free  government,  yet  '^  ?^'^' 
they  Tnould  at  reaft-  futfer  themfelves  to    be   con-        ^' 
vinced  by  the  evident  profperity  of  the   qiti^s  of 
Holland.     What  could    they  anfwer   if  they  were 
afked,  whether  it  be  not  a  manifeft  token  of  pro- 
fperity, that  the  moft    confiderable  and   gr<3atefk 
mercantile  city  of  the  province,   "viz.  Amjierdam^ 

6^3  \^% 
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hath  been  enlarged  two  parts  in  three;  and  that 
none  can  obferv. ,  t-hat  either  the  houfds  or  inheri- 
-   .      ,  tanctrs  are  thereby  IciVcned  in  value;  yea  that  it  is 
p"ifenty  ^^  augnnentcd  in  buildings  ot  houfes,  that  the  im- 
of'the        pofts  on  the  bulky  goods  of  that  city  only,  in  the 
country ap- \3,^  farm,  yislded  above   thirty  thoufand  guilders 
fears  by  o-  jj^q^c  than  in  the  former,  and  yet  the  faid  imp^d  v/as 
\tQm'  ^"  "^^^  fcregoirjg  years  confidetaoly  improved  ?  We 
miy  affirm  the  fame  oïLeyd.n  and  Bort^  and  other 
cities   in    proportion.     And  that   the  riches,  and 
tthe"^   plenty  of  many  cannot  be;  kept  within  the  walls  of 
.round  of  their  houfes-,  bur  that  over  and  above  their  coftly 
%ies.       and   (lately    buildings,    they  are   vifible  in   dieir 
Gallantry  coaches,    hoffes,    and  other  tokens    of  plenty  in 
and  mag-  cvcry  part.     There  are  but  very  few  in  the  cities  of 
nijicence  of  ^]^^  forefdid  province,  that  do  not   yearly  increafe 
titantT    ^^"'^^   capital.     Yea,    if  the   forefaid  complainers 
and  murmurers  look  but  into  their  own*  books,  I 
And  the     ^üure  myfclf  that   moft  of  them  (unlefs  they  are 
'^ZtsTf     pi'ofufe,  negligent  and  debauched)  fhall  find  their 
^"«^/m^r-ltock,   one   year  with  another,    confiderably   in- 
chants.      creafcd, 

CHAP.     VII. 

^he  third  and  lafi  part  of  this  book  concludes 
ivith  this,  That  all  good  inhabitants  ought 
to  defend  the  f  ree  government  of  the  repub- 
liek of  Holland  and  Weil-Friefland,  with 
their  lives  and  eflates. 

THEN  fince  we  have  already  er^joyed  fuch 
noble  fruits  of  the  prefent  free  government, 
notwithftanding  the  grievous  obitruéiions  before- 
mentioned,  and  that  we  are  as  yet  bun  in  the 
winter  of  this  happy  change,  wherein  a  great  part 
of  the  faid  good  and  fruitful  feed  lies  Itill  hid  in 
■  r  the 
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the  ground,  and  the  other  part  is  but  preparing  to 
be  fowed  in  the  fpring  ;  who  is  there  that  may  not 
eafily  apprehend,  how  noble  and  happy  the  ap- 
proaching fpring  and  fummer  will  be;  but  efpe- 
cially  the  harveft,  when  that  horrible  burd-n  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  millions  will  be  paid  off 
and  fully  difcharged,  and  when  the  taxes  upon  con- 
fumption,  com;nc:rce,  and  immoveable  eftates, 
will  be  leflined  by  feven  millions,  and  yet  the  trea- 
fure  of  the  land  not  one  ftiver  lefs. 

And  if  at   prefenc,   under  fo   many  intolerable 
hardens  as  are  exprefifed  in  the    5th  chapter,  and 
wh.it  we  hive  fiace  the   year   1662  befila  us  (of 
which  we   might  give  a  large  account)  our  cities 
and  inhabitants  have  under  a  free  government  been 
vilibly  enlarged  and  increafcd  ;  who  will  not   eafily 
apprehend,  that  by  continuing  the  fame  govern- 
ment we  ihall  in  time,  with  god's  blefiing,   be  the 
moft   happy  and  mighty  country  for  ilrength  that 
is  to  be  found  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  And  All  the  In- 
therefore  we  are  obliged  to  pray  fervently  to  God  habitants 
Almighty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed   not  only  to?^^°'' 
keep  us  in  thi  fime  ftate,  but  alfoupon  occafion  to  ^^  fupport 
make  us  willing  to  hizard   our   lives  and  eftates,  their  free 
and   that  joyfully,  to  maintain  the   fame;  that  foj-owrw- 
.  our  children  may  at  lead  polTcfs    that   full    happi- '"^'''* 
nefs,  and  that  compleat  worldly  felicity  which  they 
cannot  fail  of,  (without  God's  extraordinary  judg- 
men»-)  unlets  we  fhould  by  our  revolt  to  a   ftadt- 
holder,    governour,    or  captain-general,    pull    up 
the  (lately  foundations  which   have    fo  prudently 
been   laid   by    the  prefent     free  government,  and 
which  without  fuch  defeótion  will  the    more  eafily 
by  continaunce   be  kept  up,  yea    and  may  from 
time  to  time  be  improved. 

With  this  general  conclufion,   I  might  now  end 

the  tiiird  part  of  this  book,   were  it   not   that   the 

great  wn^'i:  of  this  .aff.ür  p-effrth  me  to  fay  fur- 

D  d  4  ther. 
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ther,  that  upon  this  foregoing  argument,  illuftrared 
by  antient  and  modern  hiftories,  and  alio  bv  our 
own  experience  of  the  many  mifchieis  ot  the  for- 
mer com pu! five  government,  and  of  the  many 
good  fruits  of  the  prefent  free  government,  we 
might  well  hold  it  for  an  unchangeable  maxim, 
that  a  country  having  fuch  interefts  or  advantages 
as  Holland  now  hath,  ought  in  all  refpe6ls  to  be 
governed  by  a  free  republiek  and  ftates  :  and  that 
all  the  good  rulers  of  this  land,  and  efpecially  all 
the  inhabitants  that  are  in  any  meafure  concerned 
in  the  profperity  of  manufi(Sbury,  fifliery,  com- 
merce and  (hipping,  ought  to  maintain  the  prefent 
free  government  with  all  their  might,  and  by  no 
tneans  to  fuller,  and  much  lefs  to  occafion  that  any 
inhabitant,  of  what  quality  foever,  do  under  any 
fpecious  title  or  denomination,  acquire  fo  great  a 
power,  that  the  gentry  and  cities  of  Holland  fhould 
fubmit  unto,  or  truckle  under  him,  or  not  dare 
by  their  deputies  at  their  nifemblies  to  fpeak  our, 
and  declare  that  which  tends  to  the  true  intereft  of 
the  countiy,  and  the  refpeótive  citivcs  of  Holland^ 
wh;n  it  thwarts  the  interiil  of  a  political  or  military 
head  ;  or  when  they  having  declared  it,  dare  not 
maintain   it,  without  running  into  imminent  dan* 

SfpedaJh  '^"^  above  all,  we  may  concluLle,  that  the  ec- 
ihofe  of  clefialVicks,  who  in  any  wife  regard  the  true  in- 
ihe  refor-  ferefl  of  the  reformed  religion,  thit  do  not  impi- 
med  rsh-  o.jf]y  trample  upon  the  honour  ofGod,  and  Ihame- 
•' *'  Jefly  fell  the  reverence  due  tothemfelves  for  a   mels 

of  pottage,  ought  to  fupport  this  free  governm:-nr, 
and  with  their  fpirjtua!  weapons  defend  it  againft 
the  encroachments  of  fuch  a  ruler;  confidering  that 
the  reformed  religion  will  be  furer  and  better  pre- 
ferved  by  the  prudent,  immortal,  and  almofl  im- 
mutable fovereign  aifcmbly  of  the  ftates  of  Holland 
and  IFiJi-Frief.and^  and  other  colleges  fubordinate 

to 
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to  them,  than  by  thofe  voluptuous,  lavifli,  tran- 
fitory  and  tickle  monarchs  and  princes,  or  their  fa- 
vourites, who  alter  the  outward  form  and  practice 
of  religion  as  may  be  mod  confitlent  with  their 
pleafures  or  profits  *,  and  befides,  when  they  die, 
dooreen  bequeath  their  lands  to  inheritors  of  others, 
and  efpecially  of  the  Romijh  religion,  who  by  their 
High  places,  politick  condu(5l,  and  the  eminency 
of  their  ecclefiallical  honour  and  extraordinary 
riches,  attraól  to  themfelves  great  perfbns,  and  efpe- 
cially the  furviving  poor  daughters  and  younger 
fons,  who  by  them  may  eafiiy  arrive  to  great  inhe- 
ritances, as  we  have  often  feen  in  this  and  the  fore- 
going ages,  in  France^  England^  Germany^  Orange,  jiecauCe  _ 
&€.  And  feeing  the  confiftories,  claffes  and  fy-  republican 
nods  being  in  fome  meafure  inclined  to  obey  this^""^^'»- 
Jawful  government  as  the  fovereign  power  fet  over  1^"\f'^^. 
them  by  God  himfelf,  have  a  plenary  and  ample /^'^'  \'^^' 
freedom  allow'd  them  in  all  their  ecclefiaftical  dt- ftngle per 
terminations,  and  are  likely  fo  to  continue,  purfu- y^«  "«^J» 
ant  thereunto  each   minifter  doing  his  duty  during  <^^^^'^g^f^f 

,.,-  1  r       •  •  I  t      reltvion  of 

lite,  and  preferving  or  voting  among  the  yearly  the  place 
elders,  deacons  and  members  that  depend  upon  htU'vesm. 
him,  and  he  himfelf  being  fubjsft  to  none  ^xv^  the 
fovereign  power,  is  in  effe£t  a  little  bifliop,  and 
|b  will  continue-,  and  moreover  the  faid  minifters 
wil!  retain  the  due  freedom  of  expounding  God*s 
holy  v/ord  left  us  in  the  writings  of  tlvi  old  and  new 
teftam'enr,  in  fpirit  and  truth,  and  may  frame  their 
expofitioris,  and  publiek  prayers  according  to  the 
occafion,  time  and  place,  to  the  greater  advance- 
ment of  God's  honour,  and  the  edification  of  the 
church,  wherein  the  greatefl:  comfort,  and  higheft 
praifeof  an  upright  reformed  minifter  does  confift. 
Whereas  on  the  other  Iide,  a  monarchical  gover- 
nour,  tho*  not  acknowledging  the  pope  oï Rome^ 
muft  and  would  nèceffarily  turn  off,  and  difcharge 
fuch  a  church-council,  to  make  way  for  the  ruling' 
'    ■  •     ■  .    ' ■  of 
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of  bifhops,  or  a  political  church-council,  to  caufe 
them,  and  all  cner  preacher"  '_^  depend  on  him- 
feJf  as  head  of  the  church.  And  moreover,  a  fingle 
perfon  would  for  his  greater  fecurity,  and  quiet 
in  his  government,  deprive  the  miniftry  of  th.'ir  free- 
dom to  expound  the  word  of  God  according  to  the 
beft  of  their  fkill,  and  tofuit  their  publiek  prayers 
to  the  education  of  the  people,  and  inftead  thereof 
give  them  formed  or  compofc-i  f  rmj:isan.<  priyers; 
or  if  the  prince  found  himfclf  not  llrong  enougii  to 
introduce  this  church-government,  and  thereby  to 
curb  proud  and  feditious  preachers,  he  would  then 
perhaps  rather  endeavour  to  make  fuch  minifters 
and  clergy  fubmit  to  the  pope  of  Rome,  than  fuffer 
them  to  be  their  ow.i  mailers,  in  hopes  chat  by 
length  of  tim^r,  and  manifold  accidents, -jind  by  an 
ecclefiaftical  government,  \n  fome  meafu re  regu- 
lated by  a  foreign  head,  it  would  be  more  tolerable 
to  him  than  thefe  upftarc  feci iious  people,  whom 
no  body  knows  how  much  pow.^r  thov  vvili  pretend 
to,  and  of  whom,  as  of  a  bidder»  diHemp-r,  and 
a  fecret  enemy,  the  fovereign  is  always  in  jealoufy 
and  fear. 

La/lly,  we  may  well  conclude,  that  all  the  fore- 
menuoned  evils  would  certainly  befil  thcfe  lands, 
as  foon  as  any  one  fingle  perfon,  under  what  fpe- 
cious  pretence  or  title  foever,  fhall  have  the  com- 
mand of  our  forces,  either  during  life,' or  fora 
long  time.  We  muft  confider,  that  in  thefe  un- 
fortified provinces,  where  foreign  hired  foldiers 
are  continually  entertained  in  all  the  adjicent  ftrong 
holds,  fuch  a  foldiery  will  not  only  obey  him  in 
defpite  of  the  civil  magiftrates  who  are  dieir  di- 
reélors  and  pay-mafters,  aid  in  defpite  of  the  ho- 
neft  miniftry,  and  to  the  ruin  of  fuch  as  live  on 
their  rents,  trades  and  hufbindry  ;  but  likewife  all 
other  ill  difpofed  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  rabble, 
will  always  bz  ready,   tho*  not  ftirred  up  by  any 

wicked 
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wicked  and  feditious  preachers,  to  join  themfelves 
with  the  parry  of  fuch  a  courteous,  liberal  and  va- 
liant captain-general.  So  that  the  moft  honefl:  and 
virtuous  rulers  and  magiftrates  muft  be  forc'd  by 
confttaiiit  to  demit,  and  others  to  prevent  the 
lofing  of  their  lives,  honours  and  eftates ;  or  elfe, 
to  gam  more  weaich  and  honour,  and  authority, 
mult  concur  with  him,  and  diflblve  fuch  a  go- 
vernment. 

The  matter  being  thus,  we   muft  fay,   that  all  The  con- 
pT!br>,  who  for  their  particular  intereft  do  wii- '^^O'^^''^- 
fuUv  i'lrroduce  fuch   a   monarchical    ffovcrnment  f^'^^^'f^ 

■"  ...  '^.  .        be  treafon, 

mro  our    native   country,    will  Cvimmu  a   crime 
which  afterwards  can  never  be  remedied,  but  like  ^y*^^' 
Adam*?>  oi-iginal  (in  be  derived  from  father  to  fon  ^[g^^ u]y 
to  perp.^tuity,  and  produce  fuch  pernicious  efFe6ls,  lavjs  of 
that  all  the  good  order  and  laws  of  thsfe  provinces,  the  land 
whether  civil  or  ecclefiaflical,  muft   at  length  be '^''^ '• '^'^»- 
fub/erted.     And  ï<tt\T\^  critrnn  m.^jeflatis   is  pro- ^T/'"'"^'' 

I  -nil  r     \         r  ■  of  beino- 

pcr)y  committed  againlt  the  laws  or  the  lovereign^^^^^^^/^ 
power,  namely  either  to  aft^iult  the  legifUtor  him- 
felf,  or  to  endeavour  to  aker  the  fovereign  go- 
vernment ;  we  muft  therefore  conclude,  that  the 
faid  inhabitants  will  by  ^<:i  doing  make  themfelves 
guilty  of  crimen  majsftatis  &  perduellionis  non 
fluxum  fed  permansns  in  (£termim^  the  moft  grie- 
vous, moft  durable  and  endlefs  treafon  againft 
their  country. 

To  conclude  :  We  muft  grant  that  this  repub- 
liek of  Holland  and  Wejl-Friejland  being  deprived 
of  their  free  government  by  ereéling  a  ftadtholder 
or  captain-general  for  life,  would  in  a  few  years  lofe 
both  the  name  and  appearance  of  a  free  republiek,  „^     ^  . 
and  be  changed  into  a  downright  monarchical  sp- fare  of  all 
vernment ;   which  the  merchants  perceiving,  ihny  theinhabi* 
would  leave  our  counrry  as  they  have  done  others,  ^^"f^ 
that  they  might  be  under  a  free  provcrnment.     But  '''f°^'^^f' 
God  forbid  and  divert  it,  that  being  the  greateft  objiru'aed 

worldly  v^fr^^^-. 
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worldly  mifchief  that  can  befal  us;  for  this  coun- 
try, which  fubfifts  by  manuf.ióburers,  Êlliermen, 
merchants,  owners  of  Ihips,  and  others  depending 
on  them,  who  by  this  means  muft  be  all  berefc  of 
their  livelihood,  will  become  a  land  defolate  and 
uninhabited,  a  body  wirhout  a  foul,  and  a  iameur 
table  fountain  of  unfpeakable  mifcry. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

*The  conchifton  of  the  ivhok  book^  ivith  a  decla- 
rcition  of  the  author  s  defgn^  and  a  caution 
both  to  the  ill  and  "well  affccled  feeders. 

THESE  my  remarks  upon  the  three  preml- 
fed  parts  of  the  true  political  m.axims  of  the 
republiek  of  Holland  and  IVefi-FrieJlandy  happen- 
ing to  be  made  publiek,  tho*  very  imperfeól,  un- 
der the  title  of  The  iniereji  of  Holland  in  the  year 
1662 ;  and  afterwards  in  the  years  1667  and  1668, 
being  more  carefully  perufed,  and  more  maturely 
77-<.^/?.3^  deliberated  upon,    the    reader   ought  to  be  fore- 
concluisd  warned,  that  fometimes  the  affairs  of  thofe  refpec- 
nviththis  j|yg  ye^j-s  ought  to  be  adverted  to  in  the  reading. 
^£7^^^'    ^''*'^  ^^^^  "^y  intent  was,  both  in  general  and  par- 
*         ticular,  to  fhew  briefly  wherein  the  intereft  of  Hol- 
lajjd  confifts,  viz.  That  as  in  all  countries  of  the 
world,  the  higheft  perfedion  of  a  political  fociety, 
and  in  a  land  by  accident  labouring  qnder.taxes, 
and  naturally  indigent,  as  Holland  is  i  there  is  an 
abfolute  neceffity  that  the  commonalty  be  left  in  as 
great  a  natural  liberty  for  feeking  the  welfare  of 
their  fouls  and  bodies,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  their  eftates,  as  pofTible.     For  as  the  inhabitant^ 
of  the  mod  plentiful  country  upon  earth,  by  want 
■    only  of  that  natural  lihei^Ly,  and  finding  themfelveV, 
every  way  encumber'd  and  perplexed,  do  really  in- 
habit a  bridcvvel  or  houfe  of  corredlion,  fit   for 
none  but  mifcrable  condemned  (laves,  and  confe- 

p^üéncl]^' 
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quently  a  hell  Upon  earth.     Whereas  a  power  of 'T'^^^/ Hot- 
ufing  their  natural  rights  and  properties  for  their  ^^"^'^  "'' 
own  fafety,  provided  it  tends  not  to  the  deftrudion  2j^^j^^' 
of  the  fociety,   will  be  to  the  commonalty,  tho''ip//Y'^^c//;t,  0/ 
a  barren  and  indigent  country,  an  earthly  paradife:  «^'''V-'- '«- 
for  the  liberty  of  a  man's  own  mind,  elpecially  ^'*'^'^^''''^* 
about  matters  wherein  all  his  welfare  confifts,  is  to 
fuch  a  one  as  acc'sptable  as  an  empire  or  kingdom. 

I  have  likewile  fhewn,  that  fuch  a  liberty  and  T/W/^v 
profperity  of  the  fubjed:  does  very  well  confill  in  i'^t^rejia- 
■Holland  with  the  ^irtï'ixM  uncontroled  power  of  the ^'"'^^  ■'^;?'''''''^ 
tree  government,  and  with  none  other.  of  the  m- 

So  that  all  good  patriots  and  true  lovers  of  our  hn. 
native  country,  who  perufe  this  book,  are  earned- 
ly  intreated  to  confider  deliberately  whether  the  two 
mod  weighty  points  before  mentioned,   are  not 
ftrongly  and  lufEciently  demonftrated. 

But  whether,    when,    and  how  the  particulars 
here  treated   of,  may  all  at  once,    or  at  fcveral 
times,  be  fet  about  or  perufed,  was  not  my  inten- 
tion in  the  leaft  to  diredl.     For  the  higher  powers,  Theau^ 
whom  it  only  concerns  in  a  republiek  to  conclude '^^'""'•' '*''»* 
of  thefe  matters,  and  all  politicians  know  *  that  ^'"Jf,^"^'^'^^ 
fuch  things  as  may  be  borne  with  lefs  inconvenience  ^;4.//^;w^j 
than  removed  or  changed,  ought  to  continue,  and  the  rukrs.\ 
remain  in  being.     And  when  fuch  wife  and  good^^^/"^'- 
patriots  will  make  any  alteration,  they  muft  go  by '^''*' 
degrees,  and  as  far  as  they  conveniently  may  ;  yec 
they  mud  rather  (land  ftill,  or  remain  as  they  arc^i. 
than  run  their  heads  againit  a  wall.  v 

And  indeed  reformation  in  political  affliirs  de- 
pends on  fo  many,  and  fuch  various  circumdiuces,  ^"^  ^^''' 
namely  cudoms,   times,    places,    rulers,   fubjeds,  '^^,   '^- 

11-  •     LL         •  J     r        •  •  .     ^  worth;  of 

allies,    neighbouring   and   rorejgn  countries,    that  ^y^.^,^,.^ 
fuch  a  reformation  is  either  proper,  or  improper  lopumjh- 
be  undertaken,  according  as  th^  feveral  circum-  ®'^'- 

ftances 

♦  Multa  facere  non  oportet  ause  fnfta  tenenL     Malta  fcir* 
pauca  exe<iui.  ■* 
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fiances  are  well  weighed,  fuch  efpecially  in  a  free 

republic  which  is  governed  and  managed  by  pru- 

Efpecially  dent  affemblies  of  the  ftates,  venerable  city  coun- 

in  this       ciJs^  ^nd  reputable  colleges  ;   in  which  it  would  be 

country^      a  crreat  prefumption  and  felf  conceit,  yea,  indeed  a 

*where  are       ?        ^  '^  J  ^  .  i     i 

fo7nany  Crime  lor  a  private  perion  to  dare  to  conclude  any 
/age  and  thing,  and  in  fo  doing  to  arrogate  it  to  himlelf,  or 
■prudent  to  put  a  hand  to  that  work,  which  properly  iind  of 
rulers.  r}ght  belongs  only  to  the  ftates  of  Holland^  and 
thofe  that  are  thereunto  authorized. 

If  any  man  Ihould  objeól  by  way  of  reply,  that 
throughout  the  whole  book  I  ufe  no  doubtful  pro- 
pofils,  but  pofitive  reafonings,  and  a  conclufive 
cogent  way  of  argument :  I  anfwer,  that  all  mat- 
ters which  not  only  conlift  in  knowing  fomethirig, 
but  alfo  and  chiefly  in  defiring  or  oppofing  any 
thing,  and  which  moreover  thwarts  the  prejudices 
and  interefts  of  many  men,  neither  can,  nor  ought 
to  be  other  wife  handled.  For  if  an  angel  from 
heaven  fhould  propofe  to  mankind  fuch  matters 
doubtfully  and  faintly,  he  would  have  but  little 
audience  upon  earth,  and  gain  no  credit  by  people 
that  have  imbibed  fuch  prejudices  beforehand.  So 
that  being  defirous  of  having  what  1  write  of  fuch 
matters  to  be  read  with  confidcration,  and  ma- 
turely weighed,  and  to  make  fome  imprefTion  on 
the  reader,  I  have  been  neceffitated  to  ufe  this 
manner  of  writing.  And  therefore  I  find  mylelf 
•likewife  obliged  at  the  end  of  this  book,  when  I 
I  prefume  all  hath  been  read,  and  duly  weighed, 
to  declare  thus  much,  and  to  give  this  caution, 
that  the  fame  may  be  made  ufe  of  for  the  goqd, 
and  not  for  the  hurt  of  cur  native  country. 

I  fliall  add,  that  fuch  a  circumfpe<5t  cenfure  of 

the  readers  is  the   more  requifite,  becaufe  1  fliall 

have  done  much,   if  in  propofmg  matters  which 

relate  to  the  profperity  of /^W/*?;?^  my  judgment 

^haI;h  in  the  general  been  rightly  direóled :  for  it 

would 
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would  be  incredible,  and  almoft  above  human 
power,  noc  to  have  err'd  and  miftaken  in  propo- 
fing  and  relating  fo  many  feveral  particular  mat- 
ters. But  fince  notwithftanding  my  aim  hath  been 
to  {^i  nothing  before  you  but  truth,  which  might 
tend  to  the  benefit  of  my  native  country,  I  hope  I 
have  not  always  ftrayed,  and  run  into  miftakes. 
God  grant  that  in  the  judgment  of  my  feveral  rea- 
ders, and  efpecially  thofe  of  the  lawful  magiftracy, 
and  true  fathers  of  their  country,  I  may  have  come 
fo  near  the  mark  in  many  things,  that  my  errors, 
which  in  fuch  a  c:ife  I  renounce,  may  be  fo  over- 
looked by  them,  as  they  may  commend  my  lauda- 
ble zeal,  and  be  excite. 1  to  greater  matters  them- 
felves,  or  may  employ  others  that  have  more  abi- 
lity and  leifure  -,  that  by  fuch  cou  irenance  and  fa- 
vour they  may  be  encouraged  to  write  fomething 
necelTiry  for  the  fervice  of  their  native  country, 
and  that  more  amply,  methodically,  and  folidly 
than  I  have  done.  If  this  be  effeded,  I  have  my 
principal  end  and  defign. 

But  in  cafe  any  reader  be  fo  ill  minded,  though 
neither  willing  nor  able  to  efi'eft  fuch  a  commen- 
dable work  himlelf,  as  to  oppofe  and  defpiie  what 
I  have  here  laid  down ;  Lt  him  remember,  that  I 
defire  nothing  of  him  but  to  juige  of  mine  and 
other  wriiings  with  confideration  and  circumfpec- 
tion  •,  and  that  I  fliall  be  far  from  fuch  toolifh  am- 
bition as  to  write  an  anfwer  v/hich  would  neither 
be  ferviceable  to  my  country,  the  reader,  nor  my- 
felf :  for  I  intend  to  follow  this  perpetual  maxim 
during  my  fhort  and  tranfiiory  life,  to  make  no 
man  mafter  of  my  time  and  repofe  but  myfelf,  and 
particularly  never  to  grant  or  yield  fo  much  to  any 
ill-defigning  perfon,  as  for  their  fakes  to  fall  into 
troublefome,  contentiuus  and  unprofitable  fcrib- 
ling.     For  whether  my  errors  be  truly  difcovered. 

Of 
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ör  peevlflily  and  falfely  laid  to  my  charge,  the  fe- 
veral  readers  niuft  be  the  judges. 

Farewel,  and  remember  this  faying,  *  It  is  the 
duty  of  a  good  citizen,  to  preferve  and  defend  the 
common  freedom  of  his  native  country,  as  far  as 
in  him  lies. 

*  Boni  civis  eft  liberum  reipublicae  Itatum  tueri,  nee  eunk 
siutatum  velle. 


FINIS. 
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